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Use of the Global Agro-ecological Zones 
Data Portal version 3.0 (hereafter referred to 
as “GAEZ v3.0”) constitutes the acceptance 
of these Terms and Conditions which take 
effect on the date of first access to the GAEZ 
v3.0 Portal and download data. 

1. General
This User Agreement sets forth the terms and 
conditions of a license for you to access and use data 
from GAEZ v3.0. Accessing and/or using GAEZ v3.0 
implies consent and agreement to comply with the 
terms and conditions of this User Agreement. The 
rights and obligations concerning use of GAEZ v3.0 
in accordance with this User Agreement are personal 
and are not transferable to any other person or entity. 
These terms and conditions of use of GAEZ v3.0 may 
be modified at any time if deemed necessary by 
FAO and IIASA. Any such changes, modifications, or 
additions shall be governed by this User Agreement. 

NEITHER FAO NOR IIASA, OR ANY OF THEIR 
RESPECTIVE EMPLOYEES, THIRD-PARTY CONTENT 
PROVIDERS, OR LICENSORS WARRANT THAT ACCESS 
TO AND USE OF GAEZ v3.0 WILL BE FREE FROM 
INTERRUPTIONS OR FREE FROM ERRORS, NOR THAT 
ANY INFORMATION ACCESSIBLE FROM OR RELATED 
TO THE DATA IS FREE OF VIRUSES, WORMS OR OTHER 
HARMFUL COMPONENTS; NO WARRANTY IS MADE AS 
TO THE RESULTS OR THE USE OF THE RESULTS THAT 
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM USE OF GAEZ v3.0, OR AS TO 
THE ACCURACY, RELIABILITY, OR CONTENT OF ANY 
INFORMATION OR SERVICE PROVIDED THROUGH 
GAEZ v3.0. 

GAEZ v3.0 IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITHOUT ANY 
WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS 
OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO 
WARRANTIES OF TITLE OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF 
MARCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE. FURTHERMORE, FAO AND IIASA MAY 
CHANGE THE CONTENT OF GAEZ v3.0 WITHOUT 
PRIOR NOTIFICATION.

2. Disclaimers 
The designations employed and the presentation of 
material in this information product do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) concerning the legal or development 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of 
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of specific 
companies or products of manufacturers, whether 
or not these have been patented, does not imply that 
these have been endorsed or recommended by FAO in 
preference to others of a similar nature that are not 
mentioned. The views expressed in this information 
product are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of FAO.

The designations employed and the presentation of 
material in the map(s) do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO 
concerning the legal or constitutional status of any 
country, territory or sea area, or concerning the 
delimitation of frontiers.
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2.1 GAUL disclaimer – 
disputed territories – 
limitations 

The Global Administrative Unit Layers (GAUL) 
provides the most reliable spatial information on 
administrative units for all countries in the world. 
The GAUL dataset is for the benefit of the United 
Nations and other authorized international and 
national institutions/agencies. Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) hereby grant 
you a license to use, download and print the materials 
contained in the GAUL dataset solely for your own 
non-commercial purposes and in accordance with 
the conditions listed below. Copyrighted data made 
available to you through the GAUL dataset is subject 
to the conditions specified in the metadata. Except as 
may otherwise be expressly permitted by applicable 
law, all redistribution to non-authorized users or 
commercial exploitation of any material contained 
in the GAUL dataset is strictly prohibited without 
the prior written permission of FAO. Any request 
for permission to reproduce or otherwise use any 
material contained in or otherwise made available to 
you through the GAUL dataset other than as provided 
for herein, should be directed to FAO.

The designations employed and the presentation 
of material in this information product do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on 
the part of FAO concerning the legal status of any 
country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries.

2.2 Disclaimer of Warranty; 
Limitations on Liability. 
YOU EXPRESSLY ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE THAT 
ANY AND ALL USE OF THE GAUL DATASET IS AT 

YOUR SOLE RISK. NEITHER FAO NOR ANY OF THEIR 
RESPECTIVE EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, THIRD-PARTY 
CONTENT PROVIDERS OR LICENSORS WARRANT 
THAT ACCESS TO AND USE OF THE DATA SET WILL 
BE FREE FROM INTERRUPTIONS OR FREE FROM 
ERRORS; NOR DO THEY OFFER ANY WARRANTY FOR 
THE RESULTS THAT MAY BE OBTAINED FROM USE OF 
INFORMATION OBTAINED THROUGH THE DATA SET, 
OR FOR THE ACCURACY, RELIABILITY OR CONTENT OF 
ANY INFORMATION PROVIDED THROUGH THE DATA 
SET.

YOU FURTHER EXPRESSLY ACKNOWLEDGE AND 
AGREE THAT INFORMATION, TEXT, GRAPHICS, AND 
HYPERLINKS PROVIDED TO YOU THROUGH THE DATA 
SET AND LOCATED ON OTHER SITES THROUGHOUT 
THE COMBINED GLOBAL

ELECTRONIC NETWORKS KNOWN AS THE “INTERNET” 
AND THE “WORLD WIDE WEB” ARE PROVIDED SOLELY 
AS A RESOURCE AND CONVENIENCE TO YOU.

SUCH HYPERLINKS TO OTHER SITES ARE NOT AN 
ENDORSEMENT BY FAO OF THOSE SITES. FAO OFFERS 
NO WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, FOR 
THE ACCURACY, RELIABILITY, OR CONTENT OF SUCH 
INFORMATION, TEXT, GRAPHICS, AND HYPERLINKS. 
FAO HAS NOT TESTED ANY SOFTWARE LOCATED 
ON OTHER SITES AND DOES NOT MAKE ANY 
REPRESENTATIONS AS TO THE QUALITY, SAFETY, 
RELIABILITY OR SUITABILITY OF SUCH SOFTWARE.

INFORMATION THROUGH THE DATA SET AND 
IN PARTICULAR THE USE OF BOUNDARIES, 
GEAOGRAPHIC NAMES AND RELATED DATA 
SHOWN ON MAPS AND INCLUDED IN LISTS, TABLES, 
DOCUMENTS AND DATABASES IS PROVIDED

“AS IS” WITHOUT ANY WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, 
EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF TITLE OR IMPLIED 
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR 
A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. IN NO EVENT FAO SHALL 
BE LIABLE TO YOU OR ANY OTHER PERSON FOR ANY 
LOSS OF BUSINESS OR PROFITS, OR FOR ANY INDIRECT, 
INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING 
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FROM ANY USE OF, OR INABILITY TO USE, THE 
SERVICE, EVEN IF FAO WAS REVIOUSLY ADVISED OF 
THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES, OR FOR ANY 
OTHER CLAIM BY YOU OR ANY OTHER PERSON.

3. Usage
GAEZ v3.0 contains copyrighted material and/or other 
proprietary information and thus, is protected by 
intellectual property agreements and copyright laws 
and regulations worldwide. A license to access and 
use the materials contained in GAEZ is in accordance 
with this User Agreement, which is hereby provided. 

Reproduction and dissemination of material 
contained in GAEZ v3.0 or educational, research, 
personal or other noncommercial purposes are 
authorized without any prior written permission 
from the copyright holders, provided FAO and IIASA 
are fully acknowledged. No part of GAEZ v3.0 data 
may be downloaded, stored in a retrieval system 
or transmitted by any means for resale or other 
commercial purposes without written permission of 
the copyright holders. If any information or resources 
on this site are attributed to a site or source external 
to FAO and IIASA permission to use must be sought 
with IIASA. 

4. Copyrights and ownership
FAO and IIASA are the sole and exclusive owners of 
all right, title and interest, including trademarks, 
copyrights, trade names, trade secrets and other 
intellectual property rights, contained in the data and 
software of GAEZ v3.0.

5. Acknowledgements and 
citation 

Full acknowledgement and citation in any materials 
or publications derived in part or in whole from GAEZ 
v3.0 data is required. Full acknowledgement and 
referencing of all sources must be included in any 
documentation using any of the material contained in 
the GAEZ v3.0 portal, as follows:

FAO/IIASA, 2011. Global Agro-ecological Zones (GAEZ 
v3.0). FAO Rome, Italy and  IIASA, Laxenburg, Austria.

6. Termination
FAO/IIASA may terminate this User Agreement at any 
time, effective immediately, with or without prior 
notice. Termination of this Agreement Automatically 
terminates your license to use GAEZ v3.0 and any 
content or other material contained therein.

7. Contact information
For any questions about any of the terms of this User 
Agreement, please contact us at: 

FAO
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100, Rome, Italy 
E-mail: GAEZ@fao.org
or
IIASA
Schloßplatz 1, A-2361 Laxenburg, AUSTRIA
E-mail: inf@iiasa.ac.at 


