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The University of Buenos Aires
and
the High Level Panel of Experts
on Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE)
of the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS)

Are pleased to invite you to

An International Seminar

Rising inequalities, a growing concern
for world food and nutrition security

Problems and responses:
social protection, international trade and public policies

Thursday 20™ November 9n00-17h00
Ceremony Room, School of Economics.
781 Pres. José E. Uriburu, Buenos Aires

Hosted by the University of Buenos Aires

Please RSVP to hlpe.uba@gmail.com / (54) 114815-3275

Detailed programme of the seminar forthcoming
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The Committee on World Food Security (CFS) and the
High Level Panel of Experts for Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE)

The Committee on World Food Security (CFS) is the central
international and intergovernmental platform for food security
and nutrition, where policies can be designed, interventions
can be coordinated, options can be shared and decisions at
different levels can be prepared.

The new CFS is inclusive. In addition to member countries, the
Committee includes a wider range of organizations working on
food security and nutrition, from UN agencies like the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the
World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Secretary-General’s
High-Level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crisis and
other UN bodies. It also includes civil society and non-
governmental  organizations,  particularly  organizations
representing smallholder family farmers, fisherfolk, herders,
landless, urban poor, agricultural and food workers, women,

youth, consumers and indigenous people.

The High Level Panel of Experts for Food Security and
Nutrition (HLPE) was created in October 2009 as an essential
element of the reform of CFS, and as the science-policy
interface of the CFS, with HLPE reports, analysis and advice
serving as a comprehensive, shared, multi-faceted evidence-
based starting point for policy debates at CFS.

The HLPE aims to help CFS to better understand the diversity of
issues and rationales when dealing with food and nutrition
insecurity. It thrives to clarify contradictory information and
knowledge, elicit the and rationales of
controversies, and identify emerging issues. The HLPE organizes
a scientific dialogue, built upon the diversity of disciplines,
backgrounds, knowledge systems, diversity of its Steering
Committee and Project Teams, and open e-consultations.

backgrounds

The HLPE is not mandated to conduct new research. The HLPE
draws its studies based on existing research and knowledge
already conducted by various expertise-providing institutions
(universities, research institutes, international organizations

etc), and adding value by global, multi-sectoral and
multidisciplinary analysis.
HLPE recommendations and studies combine scientific

knowledge with experiences from the ground, in a same
rigorous process. The HLPE translates the richness and variety
of forms of expert knowledge from many actors (knowledge of
local implementation, knowledge based on global research and
knowledge of “best practice”) that draw on both local and
global sources, into policy-related forms of knowledge.

Key functions of the HLPE, as stated in the CFS reform document (2009)

The HLPE is directly linked to the foremost international policy
platform for food security and nutrition, the CFS. This ensures
the legitimacy and relevance of the studies undertaken, and
their insertion in a concrete political agenda at international
level.

The HLPE produces its recommendations and advice
independently from governmental positions, in order to enrich
discussions and debates at CFS. The internal process is crafted
to guarantee the scientific inclusiveness and the independence

of the HLPE.

The HLPE has a two-tier structure:

e A Steering Committee composed of 15 internationally
recognized experts in a variety of food security and nutrition
related fields.

e Project Teams acting on a project specific basis, selected
and managed by the StC to analyze/report on specific issues.
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