
 

 

CONSTITUTION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

FOR THE CONTROL OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 

As amended by the Commission at its Twenty-second, Twenty-eighth, Thirty-second and Forty-

first Sessions in 1977, 1989, 1997 and 2015, respectively, and approved by the FAO Council at 

its Seventy-second, Ninety-sixth, Hundred and Thirteenth and Hundred and Fifty-third  Sessions 

in 1977, 1989, 1997 and 2015, respectively 

 
 

PREAMBLE 

The contracting Governments, having regard to the urgent necessity of preventing the recurrence of the 

heavy losses to European agriculture caused by the repeated outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease, hereby 

establish, within the framework of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, a 

Commission to be known as the European Commission for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease, 

whose object shall be to promote national and international action with respect to preventive and control 

measures against foot-and-mouth disease in Europe. 

ARTICLE I 

Membership 

1. Membership in the European Commission for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (hereinafter 

referred to as “the Commission”) shall be open to such European Member Nations of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, to such States participating as members in the Regional 

Conference for Europe and Central Asia of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

and serviced by the Regional Office for Europe of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations and to such European Member Nations of the International OIE of Epizootics that are Members 

of the United Nations, as accept this Constitution in accordance with the provisions of Article XV. The 

Commission may, by a two-thirds majority of the membership of the Commission, admit to membership 

other European States that are Members of the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the 

International Atomic Energy Agency as have submitted an application for membership and a declaration 

made in a formal instrument that they accept the obligations of this Constitution as in force at the time of 

admission. 

2. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (hereinafter referred to as “the 

Organization”), the World Organisation for Animal Health (hereinafter referred to as “the OIE”), the 

European Union, and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development shall have the right 

to be represented at all sessions of the Commission and its Committees, but their representatives shall not 

have the right to vote. 

ARTICLE II 

Obligations of Members regarding National Policies and International Cooperation for the Control 

of Foot-and-Mouth Disease 



 

3. Members undertake to control foot-and-mouth disease with a view to its ultimate eradication by the 

institution of suitable quarantine and sanitary measures and by one or more of the following methods: 

1) a slaughter policy; 

2) slaughter together with vaccination; 

3) maintenance of totally immune cattle population by vaccination; other susceptible livestock 

may be vaccinated;  

4) vaccination in zones surrounding outbreaks. 

 Methods adopted shall be rigorously carried out. For Members not recognised by the OIE as having 

the status of freedom from foot-and-mouth disease, except where the status has been temporarily 

suspended, there should be in place a national plan for the progressive control of the disease. 

2. Members should have available contingency plans for the immediate management of incursions of 

foot-and-mouth disease and ensure that sufficient financial, human and technical resources are available 

for the immediate application of the control methods indicated in Article II (1). 

3. Members adopting policy 2 or 4 undertake to have available a supply of vaccine or antigen for 

vaccine production sufficient to ensure adequate protection against the disease in case the spread of the 

disease can not be controlled exclusively by sanitary measures. Each Member shall collaborate with and 

assist other Members in all concerted measures for the control of foot-and-mouth disease and in particular 

in the supply of vaccine or antigen for vaccine production where necessary. The quantities of antigen and 

vaccine to be stored for national and international use shall be determined by Members in the light of the 

findings of the Commission and the advice of the OIE. 

4. Members shall make such arrangements for the typing of virus from outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 

disease as may be required by the Commission and shall immediately notify the Commission and the OIE 

of the results of such typing. 

5. Members shall make arrangements for the rapid dispatch of new isolates to the FAO designated 

World Reference Laboratory for further characterization. 

6 Members undertake to provide the Commission with any information which it may need to carry 

out its functions. In particular, Members shall immediately report to the Commission and to the OIE any 

outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease and its extent and shall make such further detailed reports as the 

Commission may require. 

ARTICLE III 

Seat 

1. The seat of the Commission and its Secretariat shall be in Rome at the Headquarters of the 

Organization. 



 

2. Sessions of the Commission shall be held at its seat, unless they are convened elsewhere in 

pursuance of a decision of the Commission at a previous session, or, in exceptional circumstances, of a 

decision of the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE IV 

General Functions 

The following shall be the general functions of the Commission: 

1. To enter into arrangements, through the Director-General of the Organization, with the OIE within 

the framework of any agreements between the Organization and the OIE to ensure that: 

1.1 all Members are provided with technical advice on any problem relating to the control of 

foot-and-mouth disease; 

1.2 comprehensive information on outbreaks of the disease and identification of virus is 

collected and disseminated as quickly as possible; 

1.3 special research work required on foot-and-mouth disease is carried out. 

2. To collect information on national programmes for control of and research on, foot-and-mouth 

disease. 

3. To determine, in consultation with the Members concerned, the nature and extent of assistance 

needed by such Members for implementing their national programmes. 

4. To stimulate and plan joint action wherever required in the implementation of prevention and 

control programmes and to this effect arrange means whereby adequate resources can be made available, 

for example, for the production and storage of vaccine, through agreements between Members, and to 

promote the global control of foot-and-mouth disease. 

5. To arrange for suitable facilities for the typing and characterization of virus. 

6. To ensure the availability of an international laboratory (World Reference Laboratory) with 

facilities for rapid characterization of virus by appropriate methods. 

7. To maintain information on the stocks of antigen and vaccine available in member countries and 

other countries and to keep the position continuously under review. 

8. To offer advice to other organizations on the allocation of any available funds for assisting in 

prevention and control of foot-and-mouth disease in Europe. 

9. To enter into arrangements, through the Director-General of the Organization, with other 

organizations, regional groups or with Nations not Members of the Commission, for participation in the 

work of the Commission or its committees, or for mutual assistance on problems of controlling foot-and-

mouth disease. These arrangements may include the establishment of, or participation in, joint 

committees. 



 

10. To consider and approve the report of the Executive Committee on the activities of the 

Commission, the accounts for the past financial period and the budget and programme for the ensuing 

biennium, for submission to the Finance Committee of the Organization. 

ARTICLE V 

Special Functions 

The following shall be the special functions of the Commission: 

1. To assist in the prevention and control of outbreaks in emergency situations in any manner 

considered appropriate by the Commission and the Member or Members concerned. For this purpose the 

Commission or its Executive Committee, in conformity with the provisions of Article XI (5), may use any 

uncommitted balances of the administrative budget referred to in Article XIII (7) as well as any 

supplementary contributions which may be provided for emergency action under Article XIII (4). 

2. To take suitable action in the following fields: 

2.1 Storage of antigen and/or vaccines by or on behalf of the Commission for distribution to any 

Member in case of need. 

2.2 Promotion when necessary of the establishment by a Member or Members of “cordons 

sanitaires” to prevent the spread of disease, following the recommendations of the OIE and, 

as applicable, the European Union. 

2.3 The training of personnel of Members as required for management of an emergency response 

and the establishment of a cadre of trained personnel who can assist other Members in case 

of need. 

2.4 The maintenance and promotion of appropriate biocontainment standards, and training in 

these, for handling of materials containing foot-and-mouth disease virus by Members. 

3. To carry out such further special projects as may be suggested by Members or by the Executive 

Committee and approved by the Commission for achieving the purposes of the Commission as set forth in 

this Constitution. 

4. Funds from the surplus of the administrative budget may be used for the purposes stated in 

paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Article when such action is approved by the Commission by a two-thirds 

majority of the votes cast, providing such majority is more than one half of the membership of the 

Commission. 

ARTICLE VI 

Sessions 

1. Each Member shall be represented at Sessions of the Commission by a single delegate who may be 

accompanied by an alternate and by experts and advisers. Alternates, experts and advisers may take part 

in the proceedings of the Commission but not vote, except in the case of an alternate who is duly 

authorized to substitute for the delegate. 



 

2. Each Member shall have one vote. Decisions of the Commission shall be taken by a majority of the 

votes cast except as otherwise provided in this Constitution. A majority of the Members of the 

Commission shall constitute a quorum. 

3. The Commission shall elect, at the end of each regular session, a Chairperson and two Vice-

Chairpersons and the members of the Executive Committee from amongst the delegates. The Commission 

shall also appoint the members of special or standing Committees. 

4. The Director-General of the Organization in consultation with the Chairperson of the Commission 

shall convene a regular session of the Commission at least every two years. Special sessions may be 

convened by the Director-General in consultation with the Chairperson of the Commission or, if so 

requested, by the Commission in regular sessions or by at least one third of the Members during intervals 

between regular sessions. 

ARTICLE VII 

Committees 

1. The Commission may establish temporary, special or standing committees to study and report on 

matters pertaining to the purpose of the Commission, subject to the availability of the necessary funds in 

the approved budget of the Commission. 

2. These committees shall be convened by the Director-General of the Organization in consultation 

with the Chairperson of the Commission and with the Chairperson of the special or standing committee 

concerned, at such times and places as are in accordance with the objectives for which they were 

established. 

3. Membership in such committees may be open to all Members of the Commission or consist of 

selected Members of the Commission or of individuals appointed in their personal capacity because of 

their competence in technical matters, as determined by the Commission. On proposal of the Chairperson, 

observers may be invited to participate in the meetings of the special and standing committees. 

4. Members of the committees shall be appointed at the regular session of the Commission and each 

committee shall elect its own Chairperson. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Rules and Regulations 

Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Commission may, by a majority of two-thirds of its 

membership, adopt and amend its own Rules of Procedure and Financial Regulations, which shall be in 

conformity with the General Rules and Financial Regulations of the Organization. The Rules of the 

Commission and any amendments thereto shall come into force upon approval by the Director-General of 

the Organization, the Financial Regulations and amendments thereto being subject to confirmation by the 

Council of the Organization. 

ARTICLE IX 

Observers 



 

1. Any Member Nation of the Organization that is not a Member of the Commission and any 

Associate Member may be invited to, or, upon its request, be represented by an observer at sessions of the 

Commission. It may submit memoranda and participate without vote in the discussions. 

2. States which, while not Members of the Commission nor Members or Associate Members of the 

Organization, are Members of the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the International 

Atomic Energy Agency may, upon request and subject to the concurrence of the Commission through its 

Chairperson and to the provisions relating to the granting of observer status to nations adopted by the 

Conference of the Organization, be invited to attend in an observer capacity sessions of the Commission. 

3. Participation of international organizations in the work of the Commission and the relations 

between the Commission and such organizations shall be governed by the relevant provisions of the 

Constitution and the General Rules of the Organization as well as by the rules on relations with 

international organizations adopted by the Conference or Council of the Organization. All such relations 

shall be dealt with by the Director-General of the Organization. The relations between the Organization 

and the OIE are governed by such agreement between the Organization and the OIE as may be in force.  

ARTICLE X 

Executive Committee 

1. An Executive Committee shall be established and shall be composed of the Chairperson, two Vice-

Chairpersons of the Commission and six delegates of Members selected by the Commission at the end of 

its regular session. Due regard should be taken to ensure that the membership of the Executive Committee 

is equitably geographically representative. The Chairperson and the Vice-Chairpersons of the 

Commission shall be the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons of the Executive Committee. 

2. Members of the Executive Committee shall hold office until the end of the next regular session 

without prejudice to the right of re-election. 

3. If a delegate in the Executive Committee becomes permanently unavailable for unavoidable 

reasons, the Member represented by that delegate shall be requested to nominate a new delegate for the 

remainder of the term. 

4. The Executive Committee shall meet at least twice at reasonable intervals between any two 

successive regular sessions of the Commission. 

5. The Secretary of the Commission shall act as Secretary to the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE XI 

Functions of the Executive Committee 

The Executive Committee shall: 

1. Make proposals to the Commission concerning policy matters and the programme of activities; 

2. Implement the policies and programmes approved by the Commission; 



 

3. Submit to the Commission the draft programme and administrative budget, and the accounts for the 

past biennium; 

4. Prepare the report on the activities of the Commission during the past biennium for approval by the 

Commission and transmission to the Director-General of the Organization; 

5. Undertake such other duties as the Commission may delegate to it, in particular with reference to 

emergency action under Article V (1). 

ARTICLE XII 

Administration 

1. The staff of the Secretariat of the Commission shall be appointed by the Director-General with the 

approval of the Executive Committee, and for administrative purposes shall be responsible to the 

Director-General. They shall be appointed under the same terms and conditions as the staff of the 

Organization. 

2. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid out of its administrative budget except those relating 

to such staff and facilities which can be made available by the Organization. The expenses to be borne by 

the Organization shall be determined and paid within the limits of the biennial budget prepared by the 

Director-General and approved by the Conference of the Organization in accordance with the General 

Rules and the Financial Regulations of the Organization. 

3. Expenses incurred by delegates, their alternates, experts and advisers when attending sessions of 

the Commission and its committees as government representatives, as well as the expenses incurred by 

observers at sessions, shall be borne by the respective governments or organizations. The expenses of 

experts invited by the Commission to attend meetings of the Commission or its committees in their 

individual capacity shall be borne by the budget of the Commission. 

ARTICLE XIII 

Finance 

1. Each Member of the Commission undertakes to contribute annually its share of the administrative 

budget in accordance with a scale of contribution. This scale of contribution shall be adopted by the 

Commission with a two-thirds majority of its Members in accordance with the Financial Regulations of 

the Commission. 

2. Contributions of States which acquire membership between two regular sessions of the 

Commission shall be determined by the Executive Committee in accordance with the Financial 

Regulations of the Commission; for this purpose such criteria as may be specified in the Financial 

Regulation shall apply. The determination made by the Executive Committee shall be subject to 

confirmation by the Commission at its next regular session. 

3. Annual contributions provided for under paragraphs 1 and 2 above shall be payable before the end 

of the first month of the year to which they apply. 



 

4. Supplementary contributions may be accepted from a Member or Members or from organizations 

or individuals for emergency action or for the purpose of implementing special schemes or campaigns of 

control which under Article V the Commission or Executive Committee may adopt or recommend. 

5. All contributions from Members shall be payable in currencies to be determined by the 

Commission in agreement with each contributing Member. 

6. All contributions received shall be placed in a Trust Fund administered by the Director-General of 

the Organization in conformity with the Financial Regulations of the Organization. 

7. At the end of each financial period, any uncommitted balance of the administrative budget shall be 

retained in the Trust Fund and made available for the following years’ budget. 

ARTICLE XIV 

Amendments 

1. This Constitution may be amended by the Commission by a two-thirds majority of the membership 

of the Commission. 

2. Proposals for the amendment of the Constitution may be made by any Member of the Commission 

in a communication addressed to both the Chairperson of the Commission and the Director-General of the 

Organization. The Director-General shall immediately inform all Members of the Commission of all 

proposals for amendments. 

3. No proposal for the amendment of the Constitution shall be included in the agenda of any session 

unless notice thereof has been received by the Director-General of the Organization at least 120 days 

before the opening of the session. 

4. Amendments shall become effective only with the concurrence of the Council of the Organization. 

5. An amendment not involving additional obligations for Members of the Commission shall take 

effect from the date of the decision of the Council. 

6. An amendment which, in the view of the Commission, involves additional obligations, for 

Members of the Commission shall, after approval by the Council, bind the Members of the Commission 

who have accepted the amendment, as from the date on which it has been accepted by two-thirds of the 

membership of the Commission, and thereafter for each remaining Member of the Commission upon the 

date of receipt by the Director-General of the instrument of acceptance of the amendment by that 

Member. 

7. The instruments of acceptance of amendments involving additional obligations shall be deposited 

with the Director-General who shall inform all Members of the Commission of the receipt of such 

instruments. 

8. The rights and obligations of any Member of the Commission that has not accepted an amendment 

involving additional obligations shall for a period not exceeding two years as from the date of entry into 

force of the amendment, continue to be governed by the provisions of the Constitution as they stood prior 



 

to the amendment. Upon expiry of the afore-mentioned period, any Member of the Commission that has 

not accepted such amendment shall be bound by the Constitution as so amended. 

9. The Director-General shall inform all Members of the Commission of the entry into force of any 

amendment. 

ARTICLE XV 

Acceptance 

1. Acceptance of this Constitution shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of acceptance with 

the Director-General of the Organization and shall take effect, as regards Members of the Organization or 

the OIE, on receipt of such instrument by the Director-General who shall forthwith inform each of the 

Members of the Commission. 

2. Membership of States that are eligible for membership under Article I, but are neither Members of 

the Organization nor of the OIE, shall become effective on the date on which the Commission approves 

the application for membership in conformity with the provisions of Article I. The Director-General shall 

inform each of the Members of the Commission of the approval of any application for membership. 

3. Acceptance of the Constitution may be made subject to reservations. The Director-General of the 

Organization shall notify forthwith all Members of the Commission of the receipt of any application for 

membership or any instrument of acceptance of the Constitution either of which contains a reservation. A 

reservation shall become effective only upon unanimous approval by the Members of the Commission. 

The Members of the Commission not having replied within three months from the date of the notification 

by the Director-General of the reservation shall be deemed to have accepted the reservation. Failing 

unanimous approval by the Members of the Commission of a reservation, the nation making the 

reservation shall not become a party to this Constitution. 

ARTICLE XVI 

Withdrawal 

1. Any Member may withdraw from the Commission at any time after the expiration of one year from 

the date on which its acceptance took effect or from the date on which the Constitution entered into force, 

whichever is the later, by giving written notice of withdrawal to the Director-General of the Organization 

who shall forthwith inform all Members of the Commission. The withdrawal shall become effective one 

year from the date of receipt of the notification of withdrawal. 

2. Non-payment of two consecutive annual contributions shall be regarded as implying withdrawal of 

the defaulting Member from the Commission. 

3. Any Member of the Commission withdrawing from the Organization of the OIE, when such 

withdrawal results in this Nation no longer being a Member of either of these two Agencies, shall be 

deemed to have withdrawn simultaneously from the Commission. 

ARTICLE XVII 

Settlement of Disputes 



 

1. If there is any dispute regarding the interpretation or application of this Constitution, the Member 

or Members concerned may request the Director-General of the Organization to appoint a committee to 

consider the question in dispute. 

2. The Director-General shall there-upon, after consultation with the Members concerned, appoint a 

committee of experts which shall include representatives of those Members. This committee shall 

consider the question in dispute, taking into account all documents and other forms of evidence submitted 

by the Members concerned. This committee shall submit a report to the Director-General of the 

Organization who shall transmit it to the Members concerned and to the other Members of the 

Commission. 

3. The Members of the Commission agree that the recommendations of such a committee, while not 

binding in character, will become the basis for renewed consideration by the Members concerned of the 

matter out of which the disagreement arose. 

4. The Members concerned shall share equally the expenses of the experts. 

ARTICLE XVIII 

Termination 

1. This Constitution shall be terminated by a decision of the Commission taken by a three-fourths 

majority of the membership of the Commission. It shall automatically be terminated should membership, 

as a result of withdrawals, comprise fewer than six Nations. 

2. On termination of the Constitution all assets of the Commission shall be liquidated by the Director-

General of the Organization and after settlement of all liabilities the balance shall be distributed 

proportionally amongst Members on the basis of the scale of contributions in force at the time. Nations 

whose contributions are in arrears for two consecutive years and hence deemed to have withdrawn in 

conformity with Article XVI (2) shall not be entitled to a share of the assets. 

ARTICLE XIX 

Entry into Force 

1. This Constitution shall enter into force upon receipt by the Director-General of the Organization of 

notifications of acceptance from six Member Nations of the Organization or of the OIE, providing that 

their contributions represent in the aggregate not less than 30 percent of the administrative budget 

provided for in Article XIII (1). 

2. The Director-General shall notify all Nations having deposited notifications of acceptance of the 

date on which this Constitution comes into force. 

3. The text of this Constitution drawn up in the English, French and Spanish languages, which 

languages shall be equally authoritative, was approved by the Conference of the Organization on the 

Eleventh day of December 1953. 

4. Two copies of the text of this Constitution shall be authenticated by the Chairperson of the 

Conference and the Director-General of the Organization, one copy of which shall be deposited with the 



 

Secretary-General of the United Nations and the other in the archives of the Organization. Additional 

copies of this text shall be certified by the Director-General and furnished to all Members of the 

Commission with the indication of the date on which Constitution has come into force. 

 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

 

Rule I 

 

Sessions of the Commission 

 

Notices convening a regular session of the Commission shall be dispatched by the Director-

General not less than 50 days and notices convening a special session not less than 20 days 

before the date fixed for the opening of the session, to Members of the Commission, to such 

Nations which are not Members of the Commission and to such international organizations as 

may be represented in accordance with Article IX of the Constitution, hereafter referred to as 

"participating Nations and international organizations". 

 

 

Rule II 

 

Agenda 

 

1.  A provisional agenda for each regular session of the Commission shall be drawn up by 

the Director- General and dispatched to Members and to participating Nations and international 

organizations not less than 50 days before the date fixed for the opening of the session. 

2.  The provisional agenda for a regular session shall consist of: 

 

(a) All items the inclusion of which may have been decided upon by the Commission at a 

previous session. 

 

(b) Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Commission (Article VI of the 

Constitution). 

 

(c) Application for membership in the Commission, if any (Article I of the Constitution). 

 

(d) Draft programme and Administrative Budget (Articles IV and XI of the Constitution). 

 

(e) Report of the Executive Committee on the activities of the Commission during the past 

biennium (Articles IV and XI of the Constitution). 

 

(f) Reports by committees established under Article VII of the Constitution. 

 

(g) Proposals of the Executive Committee concerning policy matters (Article XI of the 

Constitution). 

 



 

(h) Any modifications of the Scale of Contributions including the confirmation of the 

determination of the contribution of any States having acquired membership since the last 

regular session (Article XIII of the Constitution). 

 

(i) Audited accounts for the preceding financial period (Articles IV and XI of the 

Constitution). 

 

(j) Amendments to the Constitution, if any (Article XIV of the Constitution). 

 

(k) Any items the inclusion of which has been requested by Members in accordance with 

Rule II.5. 

 

(l) Any items which the Conference, Council or the Director-General of the Organization 

refer to the Commission. 

 

(m) Other business arising out of the Commission's functions. 

 

3.  A provisional agenda for each special session of the Commission shall be drawn up by 

the Director-General and dispatched to Members and to participating Nations and international 

organizations not less than 20 days before the date fixed for the opening session. 

 

4.  The provisional agenda for a special session of the Commission shall consist of: 

 

(a) All items the inclusion of which in the agenda of the special session may have been 

decided upon by the Commission at a previous session. 

 

(b) Applications for membership in the Commission, if any (Article I of the Constitution). 

 

(c) Amendments to the Constitution, if any (Article XIV of the Constitution). 

 

(d) Any items proposed for consideration in a request by the Commission or by one third 

of the Members for the holding of the special session. 

 

4. Any Member may, not less than 30 days before the date fixed for the opening of a 

session, request the Director-General to include specific items on the agenda. These items shall 

be placed on a supplementary list, which shall be dispatched to Members and to participating 

Nations and international organizations, not less than 20 days before the date fixed for the 

opening of the session. 

 

5. During any session the Commission may, by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast, add 

to the agenda any item proposed by a Member. 

 

6. At each session the provisional agenda, together with the proposed additions or deletions, 

if any, shall be submitted to the Commission for approval as soon as possible after the opening of 

the session and, on approval of the Commission with or without amendments, shall become the 

agenda of the session. 



 

 

7. Copies of all reports and other documents to be submitted to the Commission at any 

session, in connexion with any item which may be on the agenda, shall be furnished by the 

Director-General to Members and to participating Nations and international organizations at the 

same time as the item or as soon as possible thereafter. 

 

8. The Commission shall not proceed to the discussion of any item on the agenda until at 

least 24 hours have elapsed since the documents referred to in paragraph 7 have been made 

available to delegations of Members. 

 

 

Rule III 

 

Delegations and Credentials 

 

1.  For the purpose of these Rules the term "delegation" means all the persons appointed by a 

Member to attend a session of the Commission, that is to say its delegate and his alternate, 

experts and advisers. 

 

2.  The credentials of delegates and alternates and the names of other persons in their 

delegations and of the observers from participating Nations and international organizations shall, 

insofar as possible, be deposited with the Secretary of the Commission not later than the opening 

day of each session of the Commission. The Secretary shall examine the credentials and report 

thereon to the Commission. 

 

 

Rule IV 

 

Secretariat 

 

The staff of the Secretariat of the Commission shall be appointed in accordance with Article XII 

of the Constitution and subject to the provisions of that Article. It shall be the duty of the 

Secretariat to receive, translate into the working languages of the Commission and circulate 

documents, reports and resolutions of the Commission and its committees, to prepare the records 

of their proceedings and to perform such other work as the Commission or any of its committees 

may require. 

 

Rule V 

 

Attendance at Plenary Meetings of the Commission 

 

1.  Plenary meetings of the Commission shall be open to attendance by all delegations and 

by observers from participating Nations and international organizations and such members of the 



 

staff of the Organization as the Director-General may designate. Plenary meetings of the 

Commission shall be held in public unless the Commission decides otherwise. 

 

2.  Subject to any decision of the Commission the Secretary shall make arrangements for the 

admission of the public and of representatives of the press and other information agencies, to 

plenary meetings of the Commission. 

 

 

Rule VI 

 

Powers and Duties of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Commission 

 

1. In addition to exercising such powers as are conferred upon him elsewhere by these Rules, the 

Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each plenary meeting of the session. He shall 

direct the discussion in plenary meetings and at such meetings ensure observance of these Rules, 

accord the right to speak, put questions, and announce decisions. He shall rule on points of order, 

and, subject to these Rules, shall have complete control over the proceedings at any meetings. He 

may, in the course of the discussion of an item, propose to the Commission the limitation of the 

time to be allowed to speakers, the number of times each 

delegation may speak on any question, the closure of the list of speakers, the suspension or 

adjournment of the meeting, or the adjournment or closure of the debate on the item under 

discussion. 

 

2. In the absence of the Chairman during a plenary meeting or any part thereof, one of the Vice-

Chairmen shall preside. A Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall have the same powers and 

duties as the Chairman. 

 

3. The Chairman, or a Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman, shall not vote but may appoint an 

alternate or adviser from his delegation to vote in his place. 

 

4. The Chairman, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the authority of the 

Commission. 

 

 

RULE VII 

 

Executive Committee 

 

In accordance with Article X of the Constitution, the Chairman of the Commission shall be the 

Chairman of the Executive Committee. He shall have, in relation to meetings of the Executive 

Committee, the same powers and duties as he has in relation to meetings of the Commission. In 

the absence of the Chairman during a meeting of the Executive Committee or any part thereof, 

one of the Vice-Chairmen of the Commission shall preside. A Vice-Chairman acting as 

Chairman shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairman. A majority of the members of 

the Committee shall constitute a quorum. Decisions of the 



 

Committee shall be taken by a majority of the votes cast. Each Member of the Committee shall 

have one vote. Meetings of the Committee shall be held in private unless otherwise determined 

by the Commission. 

 

 

Rule VIII 

 

Proposals and Amendments at Plenary Meetings 

 

1.  Proposals and amendments for plenary meetings shall be introduced in writing and 

handed to the Chairman of the Commission who shall circulate copies to the delegations. Subject 

to a contrary decision of the Commission in a specific instance, no proposal shall be discussed or 

put to the vote at any plenary meeting unless copies of it have been circulated to all delegations 

not later than the day preceding the meeting. The Chairman of the Commission may, however, 

permit the discussion and consideration of amendments or of motions as to procedure even 

though these amendments and motions have not been circulated or have only been circulated the 

same day. 

 

2.  A proposal may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting on it has 

commenced, provided that the proposal has not been amended. A proposal which has thus been 

withdrawn may be reintroduced by any Member. 

 

 

Rule IX 

 

Conduct of Business and Voting Arrangements at Plenary Meetings 

 

The conduct of business, voting arrangements and other related matters not specifically provided 

for in the Constitution or these Rules shall be governed by the General Rules of the 

Organization. 

 

 

Rule X 

 

Committees of the Commission 

 

1.  In addition to the committees provided for in Article VII of the Constitution, the 

Commission may set up at each session and for the duration of the session, such committees as it 

considers desirable and allocate to these committees the various items on its agenda. 

 

2.  Each such committee shall elect a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman. 

 

3.  Each delegate shall be entitled to sit or be represented by another member of his 

delegation on each such committee and may be accompanied at meetings by one or more 

members of his delegation, who may speak but shall not vote. 

 



 

4.  The Chairman of each committee shall have in relation to meetings of his committee the 

same powers and duties as the Chairman of the Commission has in relation to plenary meetings. 

In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman of the committee shall preside with the same 

powers and duties. 

 

5.  The procedure in a committee shall be governed by the provisions of Rule X so far as 

applicable. A majority of the members of the committee shall constitute a quorum. 

 

6.  All committees established by the Commission shall report their conclusions and 

recommendations to the Commission. 

 

 

Rule XI 

 

Rapporteurs 

 

Any committee referred to in any of the preceding Rules may, on the proposal of its Chairman, 

appoint from among its members, one or more rapporteurs as required. 

 

 

Rule XII 

 

Participating International Organizations 

 

Each participating Nation or international organization which has been invited to attend a session 

of the Commission may be represented by an observer. Such observer may, without vote, speak 

and, upon the request of the Chairman, participate in the discussions of the Commission and its 

committees. They may circulate to the Commission or its committees, without abridgement, the 

views of the Nation or organization which they represent. 

 

 

Rule XIII 

 

Reports and Recommendations 

 

1.  Summary records shall be made of the proceedings of the Commission and its 

committees and shall be circulated as soon as possible to members of delegations who 

participated in the meeting concerned in order to give them the opportunity to suggest 

corrections. 

 

2.  At each session, the Commission shall approve a report embodying its views, 

recommendations and decisions including, when requested, a statement of minority views. 

 

3.  The conclusions and recommendations of the Commission shall be transmitted to the 

Director-General of the Organization at the close of each session, who shall circulate them to the 



 

Members of the Commission, nations and international organizations that were represented at the 

session and, upon request, to other Member Nations of the Organization, for their information. 

 

4.  Recommendations having policy, programme or financial implications for the 

Organization shall be brought by the Director-General to the attention of the Conference or 

Council of the Organization for appropriate action. 

 

5.  Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the Director-General of the 

Organization may request Members of the Commission to supply the Commission with 

information on action taken on the basis of recommendations made by the Commission. 

 

 

Rule XIV 

 

Election of Officers 

 

1.  At each regular session, nominations shall be called for by the Chairman from the floor 

for the offices of Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen of the Commission for the ensuing term of 

office as provided for in the Constitution. 

 

2.  Each nomination shall be supported by a mover and seconded and shall carry the 

endorsement of the nominee. 

 

 

Rule XV 

 

Languages 

 

English and French shall be the working languages of the Commission. 

 

 

Rule XVI 

 

Suspension and Amendment of Rules 

 

1.  Subject to the provisions of the Constitution, any of the foregoing Rules may be 

suspended by a two thirds majority of the votes cast at any plenary meeting of the Commission, 

provided that notice of the intention to propose the suspension has been communicated to the 

delegates not less than 24 hours before the meeting at which the proposal is to be made. 

 

2.  Subject to the provisions of the Constitution, amendments of or additions to these Rules 

may be adopted at any plenary meeting of the Commission, provided that the intention to 

propose the amendment or addition has been communicated to the delegates not less than 24 

hours before the meeting at which the proposal is to be considered, and provided further, that the 

Commission has received and considered a report on the proposal by an appropriate committee. 

 



 

3.  The Executive Committee may propose amendments and additions to these Rules. 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

 

Regulation I 

 

Applicability 

 

1.1 These regulations shall govern the financial administration of the European Commission 

for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 

 

1.2 The financial rules and procedures of FAO shall apply to the activities of the Commission 

unless otherwise provided. 

 

 

Regulation II 

 

The Financial Period 

 

2.1 The financial period shall be two calendar years, coinciding with the financial period of 

FAO. 

 

 

Regulation III 

 

The Budget 

 

3.1  The Budget Estimates shall cover income and expenditures for the financial period to 

which they relate, and shall be presented in United States dollars. 

 

3.2  The Budget Estimates shall include the programme of work for the financial period, such 

information, annexes or explanatory statements as may be requested on behalf of the Executive 

Committee or the Commission. 

 

3.3  The Budget shall comprise: 

 

(a) The Administrative Budget relating to the regular contributions of Members of the 

Commission payable under Article XIII of the Constitution and expenditures arising from 

Articles IV, V and XII(2); 

 

(b) The Special Budgets relating to funds made available during the financial period from 

Supplementary Contributions paid under Article XIII(4) for expenditures listed under 

Article V. 



 

 

3.4  The Administrative Budget for the financial period shall consist of provisions for: 

 

- Administrative Expenditures under Articles IV and XII(2). 

 

- Expenditure under activities listed under Article V. Estimates under this chapter may, if 

necessary, be presented in a single total only but detailed estimates for each particular project 

will be prepared and approved as "supplementary details" of the Administrative Budget. 

 

- Contingencies. 

 

3.5  The Administrative Budget shall be prepared by the Executive Committee and submitted 

to the Commission. 

 

3.6  Special Budgets (3.3(b)) shall be prepared at appropriate times by the Commission or the 

Executive Committee as the case may be. 

 

3.7  The Administrative Budget of the Commission shall be submitted to the Finance 

Committee of the Organization. 

 

 

Regulation IV 

 

Appropriations 

 

4.1  After the budgets have been adopted the appropriations therein will be the authority for 

the Organization to incur obligations and make payments for the purposes for which the 

appropriations were voted and up to the amounts so voted. 

 

4.2  In cases of emergency, the Director-General is authorized to accept Supplementary 

Contributions from a Member or Members of the Commission or grants from other sources and 

incur expenditure against them for emergency action for which the said Contributions or grants 

were specifically provided. Such Contributions or grants and expenditure relating thereto will be 

reported in detail to the next session of the Executive Committee or Commission. 

 

4.3  Any unliquidated prior year obligation shall at the end of the financial period be 

cancelled or where an obligation remains a valid charge, retained for future disbursement. 

 

4.4 Transfers between provisions as per Regulation 3.5 may be effected by the Organization on 

the recommendation of the Secretary of the Executive Committee. Details of the transfers so 

effected will be reported to the Executive Committee. 

 

 

Regulation V 

 

Provision of Funds 



 

 

5.1  The appropriations of the Administrative Budget shall be financed by contributions from 

Member Governments determined and payable in accordance with Article XIII paragraphs 1, 2 

and 3 of the Constitution. 

 

5.1.1 Pending receipt of annual contributions, the Organization is authorized to finance 

budgeted expenditure from the uncommitted balance of the Administrative Budget. 

 

5.2  For determining the annual contributions of each Member, the assessment for such 

Member for the financial period shall be divided into two equal instalments, one of which shall 

be payable in the first calendar year and the other in the second calendar year of the financial 

period and the other one in the second calendar year. 

 

5.3  At the beginning of each calendar year the Director-General shall inform Member 

Governments of their obligations in respect of annual contributions to the budget. 

 

5.4  Contributions shall be due and payable in full within 30 days of the receipt of the 

communication of the Director-General referred to in Regulation 5.3 above, or as of the first day 

of the calendar year to which they relate, whichever is later. As of 1 January of the following 

calendar year, the unpaid balance of such contributions shall be considered to be one year in 

arrears. 

 

5.5  The annual contributions to the Administrative Budget shall be assessed in United States 

dollars and calculated on the basis of national income of each country as expressed in the scale 

of contributions to FAO and the number of livestock. The currency in which contributions shall 

be paid is determined by the Commission in accordance with Article XIII(5) of the Constitution. 

 

5.6  Any State acquiring membership shall pay a contribution to the budget in accordance 

with the provisions of Article XIII(2) for the financial period in which the membership becomes 

effective, such contribution beginning with the quarter in which membership is acquired. 

 

 

Regulation VI 

 

Funds 

 

6.1  All contributions, supplementary contributions and other receipts shall be placed in a 

Trust Fund administered by FAO. 

 

6.2  With respect to the Trust Fund referred to in Regulation 6.1, the Organization shall 

maintain accounts: 

 

6.2.1 A General Account to which shall be credited receipts of all contributions paid under 

Article XIII(1) and (2) of the Constitution, and supplementary contributions under Article 

XIII(4) and from which shall be met all expenditure chargeable against the annual 

Administrative Budget. 



 

 

6.2.2 Such additional accounts as may be necessary to which shall be credited the 

Supplementary Contributions and the expenditures relating thereto as envisaged in Article 

XIII(4). 

 

 

Regulation VII 

 

7.1  When travel costs are borne by the Commission as provided for under Article XII.3 of the 

Constitution, experts invited by the Commission to attend meetings of the Commission or its 

committees in their personal capacity may either receive the ticket from the Commission or 

purchase it directly. In the latter event the expert shall be reimbursed actual costs not exceeding 

the amount the Commission would have paid had it purchased the ticket. This also applies to all 

travel for which the Commission has undertaken to pay. 

 

7.2  The Commission’s liability as far as air transport costs are concerned is limited to the 

amount which would be reimbursable under FAO’s rules and regulations, currently economy 

class by the least costly fare including non-endorsable tickets for flights up to 9 hours and in 

business class including non-endorsable tickets for flights of more than 9 hours duration. 

 

 

Regulation VIII 

 

8.1  These Regulations may be amended by the Commission in the manner provided for under 

Article VIII of the Constitution. 

 

 

 
 


