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WHAT IS THE FAO TREATY CEREMONY?

 Collective celebration of all the Treaties adopted under
Article XIV of the FAO Constitution

 Opportunity for Members to deposit, directly with the
Director-General, in person, instruments expressing
their willingness to be bound by a treaty (ratification,
accession, acceptance, approval, or adherence)

 Opportunity to celebrate Members who have deposited
in 2025 instruments expressing their willingness to be
bound by a treaty (ratification, accession, acceptance,
approval, or adherence)
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TREATY CEREMONY: KEY-INFORMATION

 Where?
• Plenary Hall, FAO HQ, during the 44th Session of the Conference

 When?
• Monday, 30 June 2025, from 16:00 to 16:30, between the afternoon and evening sessions of the Conference

 Who will attend?
• Members depositing new instruments at the Treaty Ceremony

• Members who have deposited an instrument in 2025

• All other Members attending the Conference are invited and encouraged to be present in the Plenary Hall for the Treaty Ceremony
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TREATY CEREMONY: STEP-BY-STEP PROGRAMME

 The Chairperson of the Conference announces the suspension of the afternoon session (approximately at 16:00).

 Members participating in the event are accompanied to sit to the left side of the Plenary Hall (shown in the pictures).

 The Master of Ceremonies stands behind the lectern, while the Director-General, the Chairperson of the Conference and the 
Assistant Director-General/Legal Counsel sit on the podium.

 The Treaty Ceremony opens with a brief video to celebrate the 17 Article XIV Treaties.

 The Director-General issues a brief statement, followed by some remarks by the ADG/Legal Counsel.

 After some brief introductory remarks, the Master of Ceremonies calls to the lectern, one by one, the Dignitaries representing 
Members depositing new instruments at the Ceremony, following protocol order. Each Dignitary called to the lectern hands 
over the instrument to the Director-General, poses for a picture with the Director-General and then sits down at his/her 
assigned chair on the podium.

 In a similar manner, the Master of Ceremonies then calls to the lectern, one by one, the Dignitaries representing Members 
being recognized for having deposited instruments in 2025, who then pose for a picture with the Director-General and then sit 
down at their assigned chair on the podium. Those Members will not be handing over any instrument/document.

 No speeches by Members are expected.

 After all Members have been called, the Director-General invites all Members participating to join him for a group picture.
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 Members depositing new instruments are invited to transmit a copy of the instrument(s), together with any reservations and declarations made 
thereto. At the Ceremony, a member of the Legal Office will collect the original of the instrument deposited. The date of deposit of such 
instrument(s) will be the date of the Ceremony (30 June 2025).

 Members who have deposited an instrument in 2025 do not need to bring their already deposited instrument or any documents. For those 
Members, the date of the Ceremony will not alter in any manner the date of deposit of the already deposited instrument(s), as the Ceremony is 
only meant to be a recognition of their recent joining of a Treaty. 

 All Members participating are invited to communicate the name of the Dignitary who will represent them at the Ceremony.

 All Members participating are invited to communicate the name of a Focal Point for the Legal Office to liaise with.

What should Members participating in the Ceremony provide ahead of the event?
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RESOURCES & CONTACT POINTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Webpage dedicated to the FAO Treaty Ceremony, providing:

• Communications to Members (Circular State Letters and Technical Note)
• List of Article XIV Treaties
• Certified true copies of each Treaty
• Model Instruments
• Status of Article XIV Treaties by Participant
• Main features, obligations and benefits of Article XIV Treaties
• FAQs
• Media coverage of the Treaty Ceremony
• Contact point for information and guidance: treaties@fao.org
• Webpage available at: www.fao.org/treaties/treaty-ceremony
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THANK YOU!
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