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Our contribution today:

1. Where are the young farmers?
2.Young people in rural areas: struggles and needs

3. What “participation” means to us
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Age classes of farm managers, EU-28, 2016

Not applicable: 0.05%
Less than 25 years: 0.45%

From 25 to 34 years: 4%
From 40 to 44 years: 6X 05 years oc oves. 34%
From 35 1o 39 years 7% Y
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From 55 1o 64 yeass: 24X
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Living and working in rural areas has become very difficult for a young person.

Access and control over land and other natural resources
Access to finance

Access to (local) markets

Fair prices and incomes for youth

Access to knowledge

Digitalisation vs. agroecology (innovation)

Youth is a vulnerable group in society:
less rights, less social protection, less means, more uncertainty.
We need a right-based approach to food systems to effectively engage the youth.
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What “participation” means to us

Participation in decision-making

At different levels: community = international

Creating space for youth (minorities): to listen, to speak, to lead
From early stages of decision-making

Timely and informed participation

In person

Respectful of language and cultural diversity
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What “participation” means to us

e Corporate-led rural development vs. community-led development
o Key role of governments in reducing corporate capture of global food institutions

e Avoid paternalistic and instrumental approaches to youth participation
o Youth participation requires youth recognition, voice and agency
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Voluntary Guidelines for Securing
Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries
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