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Fertile soil supports plant growth Vegetation, tree cover and forests
/\ prevent soil degradation and

w desertification

SOILS AND CROPS

Crops protect soil against soil erosion agents
(e.g. water and wind) and improve soil structure by:

% rooting

‘ enriching soil nutrients by providing
organic matter
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establishing symbiotic relationships
with soil bacteria

SOILS AND PASTURE
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The livestock sector provides food and income
for 1 billion of the world's poor.

26%

of the earth’s terrestrial surface
is occupied by grazing

SOILS AND FORESTS

The use of solid biofuels, including wood,

is predicted to grow, along with the expansion of
agricultural lands putting at risk the capacity

of forest soils to act as carbon sinks in the future.

As a result of the conversion of forests
and native grasslands to croplands,

Sustainable soil management is important to address the growing
food demand caused by population growth.
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