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Invitation to the Twelfth Session of the Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

Rome, Italy, 10 — 12 December 2024

Reply requested by 30 September 2024

The Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has the honour
to extend an invitation to attend the Twelfth Session of the Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Working Group), which will be held at FAO headquarters in Rome
from 10 to 12 December 2024. The meeting will open on Tuesday 10 December 2024 at 10:00 hours.

The Session is convened at the request of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
(Commission), which established the Working Group at its Seventh Regular Session in May 1997. The Statutes of the
Working Group are available on the Commission’s website at: https://www.fao.org/3/I8947EN/i8947en.pdf.

The Provisional Agenda is attached. All other meeting and background documents may be downloaded, as they
become available, from the website of the Working Group: https://www.fao.org/cgrfa/meetings/intergovernmental-
technical-working-groups/wg-pgr/en.

The Session is being convened under the Regular Programme of the Organization and will be held in all FAO
languages.

The Members of the Working Group and their Alternates, as elected by the Nineteenth Regular Session of the
Commission in July 2023, are as follows:

This invitation is sent to addressees of all FAO Members that are Members of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, as
prescribed in the official channels of communication of FAO.

This invitation is also being sent to heads of selected international organizations.
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Africa: Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Morocco, Niger, Zambia
First Alternate: Uganda
Second Alternate: South Africa

Asia:  Bangladesh, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Philippines
First Alternate: Bhutan
Second Alternate: Republic of Korea

Europe: Italy, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), Norway, Sweden, Switzerland
First Alternate: Czechia
Second Alternate: Russian Federation

Latin America and the Caribbean: Chile, Costa Rica, Jamaica, Mexico, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)
First Alternate: Cuba
Second Alternate: Peru

Near East: Iran (Islamic Republic of), Lebanon, Syrian Arab Republic, Yemen
First Alternate: Jordan
Second Alternate: Egypt

North America: United States of America, Canada

Southwest Pacific: Fiji, Cook Islands
First Alternate: Tonga
Second Alternate: Fiji

According to the Statutes of the Working Group, Alternates replace, in the order in which they appear on the
above list, any Member who has resigned and informed the Secretariat accordingly. Members are requested to confirm to
the Secretariat in writing their participation or non-participation in the Working Group meeting. If a Member of the
Working Group is not able to attend the meeting, and informs the Secretariat accordingly, the Member shall be replaced
in a timely manner by one of the elected Alternates from the same region. In case a Member of the Working Group does
not attend the meeting without having informed the Secretariat prior to the meeting, the Working Group, in consultation
with the region, may replace this Member, on an ad hoc basis, by a Member of the Commission from the same region
that is present at the meeting.

Members of the Commission that are not Members of the Working Group may participate, upon request to the
Commission Secretariat, in the work of the Working Group in an observer capacity. The Working Group, or the Bureau
on behalf of the Working Group, may invite experts, as well as representatives of specialized international organizations,
to attend its meetings as observers.

As requested by the Commission, the Working Group will consider The Third Report on the State of the
World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Third Report) and the status of implementation of the
Second Global Plan of Action for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Second GPA), including the
development of further practical guides to facilitate the application of the Genebank Standards for Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture. The Working Group will also consider a draft revised Second GPA, which has been
prepared on the basis of gaps and needs identified in the Third Report and inputs provided during regional consultations.
The Commission further requested the working Group to consider cross-sectoral matters, such as the role of genetic
resources for food and agriculture in the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change, and options for a procedure
for the ad hoc identification of new and emerging issues for inclusion into the Commission’s Multi-Year Programme
of Work (MYPOW).

Members of the Working Group and Members of the Commission that are not Members of the Working
Group are kindly invited to inform the Director-General, by 30 September 2024, of the names, official titles, addresses
and email accounts of representatives designated to participate in the Twelfth Session. Online registration for
participation in-person, at FAO headquarters, requires the uploading of a recent passport-size digital photograph.
Online registration for countries is available through the password-protected area of the FAO Members Gateway at:
http://www.fao.org/members-gateway/en/.
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Representatives from international organizations designated to attend the meeting as observers are requested to
forward their names, official titles and addresses by email to ITWG-PGRFA@fao.org, together with a recent passport-
size digital photograph.

Before travelling, participants should check visa requirements with the competent Italian Consulate. Kindly
note that visas can be requested in the country of origin (country in which the participant holds citizenship) or in the
country of residence (country in which the participant resides at the time of visa application). Participants who do not
have an Italian Consulate in their country may apply at the correspondent Italian Consulate in a neighbouring
country, or at any other Consulate which belongs to a Schengen or European country. Visa applications should be
submitted to the Italian Consulate one month before arrival in Italy. It is the responsibility of participants to request
their visa applications personally, arrange for an appointment and present all the necessary documentation to the
Italian Consulate. Participants who do not need an entry visa to enter Italy should ensure that their passports are valid
for at least six months after the intended date of departure from the Schengen area. In these cases, upon entering
Italy, border authorities may require participants to show evidence for the reason and the duration of their stay in
Italy. Participants with non-direct flights to Rome should check whether a transit visa is necessary to enter the transit
area of international airports.
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