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Outline

• SFP’s mission, the role of information in 
support of this mission, and the distinct 
position of FisheriesWiki

• How we collaborate with other online 
sources/databases

• Why we are interested in FIRMS, 
FisheriesWiki as an information client, 
opportunities for collaboration
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SFP is a Non‐
Governmental 
Organisation (NGO)
Founded 2006 
Annual budget $5M, 
foundation and 
corporate support 
60+ people in 16 
countries
Created to educate and assist seafood supply chain to 
improve fisheries and aquaculture grow‐out regions

Sustainable Fisheries Partnership

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(eric)
The Sustainable Fisheries Partnership is an international non-governmental organization, was founded in 2006, and has had US 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status since late 2010.  It was created to educate and assist the seafood supply chain to improve fisheries and aquaculture industries.




SFP works with companies across seafood supply chains to 
establish scientifically rigorous sustainable seafood 
procurement policies and improve fishing practices and 
governance to meet these policies

• Advise major retailers and restaurant chains on seafood 
procurement policies

• Form coalitions in Fishery and Aquaculture Improvement 
Projects (FIPs and AIPs)

• Assist suppliers and producers to improve fishing industry 
practice and governance to meet buyer requirements

• Develop information systems so retailers, buyers and suppliers 
can measure and manage their commitments, including 
tracking progress of fisheries in meeting retailer targets

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(eric)
SFP assists supply chain companies to employ their market-based leverage to press for improved practices and governance of marine capture and aquaculture fisheries.  

SFP’s corporate partners cover ca. 50% of the North American retail market of major seafood buyers, 66% of the UK market, & 50% of the Australian market. The list in yellow are the current retailers and seafood buyers working with and supporting SFP.  




5

www.sustainablefish.org

http://www.sustainablefish.org
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SFP Partners
Aldi,  ASDA, Aqua Star, BJ's 
Wholesale, Biomar, Delmar, 
Espersen, Ewos, Fortune Fish 
Co., Giant Eagle, High Liner 
Foods, Ipswich Shellfish Group, 
McDonald's, Meijer, 
Multiexport, Phillips Foods, 
Publix, Raley's, Sainsbury’s, 
Skretting, Slade Gorton, Sobey's, 
Tesco, Walmart, Wegman’s, 
Woolworths, Young’s Seafood, 
ZF America



•

•

•

• Develop information systems so retailers, buyers and suppliers 
can measure and manage their commitments, including 
tracking progress of fisheries in meeting retailer targets

SFP is an information organisation 
at heart

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(eric)
SFP assists supply chain companies to employ their market-based leverage to press for improved practices and governance of marine capture and aquaculture fisheries.  

SFP’s corporate partners cover ca. 50% of the North American retail market of major seafood buyers, 66% of the UK market, & 50% of the Australian market. The list in yellow are the current retailers and seafood buyers working with and supporting SFP.  




SFP’s  Science, Research and Data Division –
Actionable information

• SFP strategic objective #1: Centralize and manage global data on 
fisheries and aquaculture, create and maintain actionable 
information. 
Meeting this objective is the goal of the Science, Research and 
Data (SRD) division 

• Lead the expansion of scientific coverage of fisheries globally: 
FisheriesWiki.org

• All SRD / SFP technical systems and platforms
– Summarize the information from FisheriesWiki.org and other 

sources and apply internal standards: FishSource.com
– Seafood Metrics System implementation
– Monitoring and Evaluation, Quality Control

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Pedro)
The SFP Science, Rsrch and Data Division manages FisheriesWiki.  The Division’s aim is to produce actionable information on fisheries for the SFP corporate partners in various seafood supply chains.  



Creating FisheriesWiki.org

FishSource.org
FishSource.com

FisheriesWiki.org

20112007

Two main goals for 
FishSource.org: provide 
actionable information for 
seafood buyers & develop 
an effective global 
network of information 
contributors 

With two distinct audiences for 
FishSource.org (industry and 
researchers) we knew that if we were to 
build this contribution/feedback 
network, we needed to underscore the 
science at the heart of it all – thus 
FisheriesWiki (‘just the facts ma’am’)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Eric Gilman)
We now move on to the next agenda item – to briefly explain why FisheriesWiki was established.   

In late 2011 SFP split FishSource.org into FishSource.com and FisheriesWiki.org.  The main rationale for the split was to remove obstacles to effectively developing a network of contributors to develop and maintain fishery profiles. Some of the information included in FishSource profiles was perceived as being subjective – this includes Scores and Summary pages.  The FishSource profile structure was designed for an audience of SFP corporate partner seafood buyers – and not contributors.  



FisheriesWiki 2.0 staging site: http://staging2.fisherieswiki.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A staging website for FisheriesWiki is available at the link shown at the type of this slide.  This staging website was launched a couple months ago.  The image here shows the landing page for FisheriesWiki.

FisheriesWiki provides profiles on marine capture and aquaculture fisheries, tracks the progress of Fisheries Improvement Projects, and includes a fisheries metadata catalogue. We had considered also developing a resource on regional fisheries management organizations and a digital bibliography, but have postponed implementing these for now. 

http://staging2.fisherieswiki.org


Landing/home page for fishery profiles

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we move to the staging website page for FisheriesWiki fishery profiles.

From Fishsource we maintained all the raw data and info, and kept the full sustainability section, which are aimed at containing the purely scientific information, also bibliography and other sources of info. But Fwiki doesn’t have and isn’t intended to have information that results from SFP's interpretation, only scientific and technical facts.





Example of wild fishery profile

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of a fishery profile, for Barents Sea cod,  displaying the ID page of the profile.

There are about 500 live profiles, and another 1100 profiles in draft stages of development.



Example of wild fishery profile: Data page

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of the Data section of a wild capture fishery profile. This example shows Barents Sea cod biomass.

We have a template that accommodates information on reference points, biomass and fishing mortality levels, catch, and quotas. One of the current plans subject to your consideration is to expand this platform to a fully questionable, interactive one, as right now a registered user can download all the data stored but only fishery by fishery.  




The Metadata Catalogue

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the landing page for the fisheries metadata catalogue section of the FisheriesWiki staging site. 

To clarify, a metadata catalogue is an index of relevant (primary, research grade <e.g., collected by onboard observer>, fishery-dependent) datasets, and is not an archive or repository of the actual datasets.  

In preparation for the catalogue, SFP compiled a suite of minimum fields by reviewing existing standards for fisheries metadata. 

The metadata catalogue website supports:
Publishing records via an online form and following review by Secretariat of FisheriesWiki Scientific Advisory Board for accuracy and completion
Filtering by each metadata field
Downloading the catalogue in alternative formats

More: 
Pooling datasets provides larger sample sizes, which can achieve sufficiently long time series needed to determine if observed patterns are long-term trends or cyclical, short-term, serially correlated patterns, and provide broader spatial coverage across fishing grounds. Providing access to relevant research-grade datasets is critical for many fundamental fisheries research applications, such as trends in absolute abundance of stocks of principal market species, levels of bycatch of species vulnerable to overexploitation in marine capture fisheries, stock-wide trends in length frequency distributions of species subject to fishery removals, and ecosystem-wide trophic cascades from selective fishery removals between trophic levels and within (selective removals by species, size, sex) trophic levels.  A precursor to accessing these datasets, cataloguing of rich metadata of fishery-dependent datasets is needed to: (i) enable discovery of relevant datasets; (ii) determine whether pooling individual datasets is merited, and (iii) determine how individual datasets can best be integrated.



FisheriesWiki collaborations
Mutual linking (FishBase, SeaLifeBase)



FisheriesWiki collaborations
Mutual linking (FishBase, SeaLifeBase)

• Creating a ‘network’ of 
authoritative scientific information 
on fisheries (and aquaculture)

• Building recognition of the distinct 
contribution of FisheriesWiki



FisheriesWiki collaborations
Linking + data sharing?

RAM Legacy Stock Recruitment Database
Can the sharing be automated?



FisheriesWiki as a FIRMS information client
• FisheriesWiki Metadata Catalogue

– Currently includes only fishery‐dependent, research‐grade data 
(such as that collected by an onboard observer or through a 
survey or experiment)

• Focus is on long  time series data (e.g., determine if observed patterns are long‐
term trends or cyclical, short‐term, serially correlated patterns, by providing 
broader spatial coverage across fishing grounds)

– But: Could be expanded to index ‘summary data’ like that 
provided in FIRMS Fishery Fact Sheets

• These concise summaries of fishery information are similar to FisheriesWiki 
profiles in their commitment to authoritativeness and content…

• but have a higher (regional) level of granularity

• Standardising granularity?
– Definition for fisheries (Multi‐faceted)
– Definition for versions
– Fishery naming conventions
– …



FIRMS as a source of information 
for FisheriesWiki profiles

• Profile authors can of course use FIRMS as an 
authoritative source…
and in this regard we could consider adding or enhancing 
certain information categories from FIRMS (eg, fleet 
segments, regional management information, 
seasonality)

• NatFIRMS opportunity?
FIRMS implemented at domestic level, by FAO parties 
(not implemented by FAO)…
and possibly FisheriesWiki could provide a mechanism 
for maintaining information from inventories of 
domestic‐level and sublevel fisheries



Other opportunities 
for collaboration?

Link to 
FisheriesWiki 
on FAO sites?



Thank you
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