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1. The Fisheries Department information, data and statistics activities are now driven under 
the framework of the Strategy for improving information on the status and trends of capture 
fisheries (Strategy-STF). Global inventory of stocks and fisheries, participation in the Fisheries 
Global Information System (FIGIS), protocols for data exchange and development of information 
partnerships such as the Fisheries Resources Monitoring System (FIRMS) are among the 9 
interacting components forming the Strategy-STF framework. These activities are supported by 
the Fishcode Strategy-STF project. 
 
2. FIRMS is a network of information for reporting on fishery resources status and trends. 
The FIRMS partnership agreement has been launched in February 2004 with 5 Regional Fishery 
Commissions (Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT), Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), International Commission for the Conservation 
of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES), Indian 
Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC)) and FAO including its statutory bodies. The second FIRMS 
Steering Committee will take place at the end of February 2005 in Copenhagen and will welcome 
two additional partners Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) and Southeast Asian 
Fisheries Development Centre (SEAFDEC). The development of the FIRMS web-based module 
has started in July 2004 and is planned to be completed by the end of 2005. The inventories of 
stocks, resources and fisheries of the partners now start to populate the system and constitute the 
basis for reporting on the status and trends of stocks and fisheries. 
 
3. During the intersession, the cooperation with GFCM/SAC through the Sub-committee on 
information and statistics (SCIS) was pursued with FIRMS/FIGIS. This included the extension of 
the inventory of Mediterranean stocks and the groundbreaking work of a Mediterranean inventory 
of fisheries. The list of shared stocks monitored by GFCM which now counts 17 stocks has been 
completed by 58 Resources/stocks corresponding to the priority species set-ut by GFCM/SAC. 
Table 1 presents the inventory as it stands today. This inventory will be loaded in the FIRMS 
web-based module during the next few weeks and linked with the GFCM web-site. 
 
4. A pilot inventory of fisheries has been carried out in the Adriatic sea in close 
collaboration with ADRIAMED, taking advantage of the pilot work on Operational Units 
completed by this project in October 2004. The comparative analysis of FIRMS methodology of 
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global inventory of fisheries (top-down approach) and GFCM approach to identification of 
Operational Units (bottom-up approach) (see table 2) revealed that the two approaches are 
compatible with respect to data standards and mostly complementary: Operational Units are 
defined for management purpose at a rather detailed level whereas the Fishery units identified by 
FIGIS-FIRMS from available bibliographic references are generally defined at higher level of 
aggregation. These conclusions open good perspectives towards the goal of being able to feed the 
FIRMS Mediterranean Fisheries inventory and the related status and trends reporting from the 
Operational Units work. These results will be presented to the next SAC/SCIS meeting in view of 
a possible generalisation of the approach to the whole Mediterranean. 
 
5. While this work will be led to a more mature stage enabling to evaluate the conditions 
under which these information flow can be sustained, it is anticipated that the collaboration 
should then be formalised with GFCM/SAC through a full partnership arrangement. 
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Table 1: joint GFCM-FIGIS/FIRMS inventory of Resources/Stocks in the Mediterranean 
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Table 2: Adriatic sea: results of the comparative analysis between the list of Operational 
Units established by ADRIAMED, and the inventory of fisheries elaborated according to the 

FIGIS/FIRMS methodology 
 

 
 
 

 
 


