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INTRODUCTION

As reflected in paragraph 72 of the Report of the Twenty-eighth Session of the FAO Committee
on Fisheries (COFI)' (Rome, Italy, March 2-6, 2009), the purpose of the Technical Consultation is
to develop text on international guidelines on bycatch management and reduction of discards.

For this purpose the Technical Consultation will have at its disposal, a working paper prepared by
the FAO Secretariat and the administrative report of the Expert Consultation on International
Guidelines for bycatch management and reduction of discards that was held in Rome, Italy from
30 November to 3 December 2009.

LOCATION AND DATES

The Technical Consultation will be held at FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy, from 6 to 10
December 2010.

PARTICIPATION
The Technical Consultation will be open to all FAO Members.
OUTPUT

The expected output of the Technical Consultation should be International Guidelines on Bycatch
Management and Reduction of Discards. With the concurrence of the Technical Consultation, this
document will be transmitted to the COFI for its consideration.

DOCUMENTS

All documents for the Technical Consultation can be downloaded from FAQO’s website at the
following address: http:/www.fao.org/fishery/nems/39480/en

In keeping with FAO’s policy on the distribution of meeting documents, delegates attending the
Technical Consultation are reminded and urged to download documents from the website prior to
the meeting and to bring them to the Technical Consultation as they will not be made available at
the session.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Francis Chopin

Secretary of the Technical Consultation and

Senior Fishery Industry Officer

Fishing Operations and Technology Service (FIRO)

Fisheries and Aquaculture Resources Use and Conservation Division
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

FAO, Rome, Italy

Phone: +3906 5705 55257

Fax: +3906 5705 5188

E-mail: francis.chopin@fao.org

!«72. The Committee noted that managing bycatch is an integral component of implementing the ecosystem approach
to fisheries. There was broad support for a Norwegian proposal to develop International Guidelines on Bycatch
Management and Reduction of Discards, and to convene an Expert Consultation followed by a Technical Consultation.

Norway informed the meeting that it would make available funds for these activities.”



