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Background 
• Understanding the impacts of bottom contact gears used by deep-sea fisheries on the 

seafloor is of the utmost priority.  

• The United Nations General Assembly adopted resolutions that inspired FAO to 
coordinate the development of The International Guidelines for the Management of 
Deep-Sea Fisheries on the High Seas.  

• Since 2006, RFMO/As have developed measures to protect benthic VMEs and their coral 
and sponge communities.  

• This has generated a large amount of dispersed and difficult to access information that is 
now being entered on to a VME database to assist in informed decision making and the 
development of further measures to increase sustainability and reduce impacts.  

• This system is also aiming to facilitate partnerships and create networks among the 
community of users, information contributors and those working on the protection of 
VMEs in the high seas. 
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Timeline 
• 2006: UNGA Res 61/105 FAO to create a global VME database 

• 2007: FAO COFI  agreed to request 

• 2011: FAO Workshop for the Development of a Global Database for Vulnerable Marine 

Ecosystems (VMEs) . Rome, 7−9 December 2011   Start of the VME-DB development 

• 2012: Regional Workshop on Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems (VMEs) in the Indian Ocean 
Flic en Flac, Mauritius, 25–27 July 2012 

• 2013: FAO Regional Workshop on Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems (VMEs) in the 
Southeast Atlantic Ocean. Swakopmund, Namibia, 15 – 17 April 2013 

• 2014: FAO Regional Workshop on Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems (VMEs) in the North 
Pacific Ocean. Tokyo, Japan, 11-13 March 2014 
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VME database – data structure (simplified) 
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VME database – data structure (UML) 
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VME database – main Components 
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VME Maps & Fact Sheets 

In 2013 the VME-DB interface was 

completed, ready to disseminate 

content in form of maps and fact 

sheets 
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VME Maps & Fact Sheets 
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VME Map interface 
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VME Fact Sheet 
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VME Fact Sheet 
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VME database – data structure (simplified) 
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Thank You 


