Meeting Information Sheet
2015 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada


1. Meeting Dates:  5-9 October, 2015 (5 days)
Starting time:  Monday 5 October, 09:30 AM / End of Meeting:  Friday 9 October, 17:30 PM (or earlier)

2. Hosting Organization:  The meeting is being co-hosted by the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO), Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada (www.nafo.int ) and Dalhousie University’s Environmental Information: Use and Influence initiative (EIUI) Program. 

NAFO is an intergovernmental fisheries science and management body, which was founded in 1979 as a successor to ICNAF (International Commission of the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries) (1949-1978). NAFO's overall objective is to contribute through consultation and cooperation to the optimum utilization, rational management and conservation of the fishery resources of the NAFO Convention Area.   

3. Physical location of Meeting building/room: 
    
The meeting will take place at The Akins Room of the Nova Scotia Archives (6016 University Ave) at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
[image: ]        [image: ]


Transportation from the hotels to the Archives Building via a shuttle bus is currently being investigated. Below are details on how to get to the Archives building from the various hotels:

The Lord Nelson Hotel (900 m) - 12 min walk. Head south on South Park St toward Spring Garden Rd. Turn right onto Spring Garden Rd. Turn left onto Robie St. Turn right onto University Ave. Destination will be on the left. Or a 4 min taxi ride. 
Atlantica Hotel (1.1 km) – 14 min walk. Head south on Robie St toward Pepperell St. Turn right onto University Ave. Destination will be on the left. Or a 4 min taxi ride.
Chebucto Inn Halifax  (4.5 km) – 12 min taxi ride

Taxi information:
Casino Taxi - call 902-429-6666 or book online at http://www.casinotaxi.ca/
Yellow Cab - call 902-420-0000 or book online at http://yellowcabltd.ca/

4. Meeting contacts (persons) at NAFO: The Meeting contacts through whom participants may confirm their participation in the Meeting are: 
	    
	Ms Lisa LeFort  Email: llefort@nafo.int Tel:  (902) 468-5590 ext. 207

5. Visa: Participants should arrange their own Visas 

Should you require an additional Meeting Invitation from the hosting institute for visas purposes (i.e. an invitation on NAFO letterhead), please send the request to: Ms. Lisa LeFort (llefort@nafo.int)
Important: Please don't forget to also check visa requirements for any eventual transit flights. 
6. Accommodation: Participants should arrange/make hotel reservations themselves
Recommended Hotels in Halifax include:  

	Hotel Names/ Web address
	      
Price CDN$
[As at 20.04.15: CND$1 = US$0.82]

	Reservation contact details  

	The Lord Nelson Hotel
1515 South Park Street
Halifax, Nova Scotia
http://lordnelsonhotel.ca/
	
$139.00 +taxes

Should a credit card not be available the hotel requires a check for their first night’s guestroom rate plus tax sent to the hotel to secure a room. Each guest who sends a check would be required to pay for full stay upon arrival and provide a $200 deposit for incidentals.

	Phone: + 902-423-5130 or 1-800-565-2020
Fax: 902-491-6113
E-mail: ask@lordnelsonhotel.com

(Please quote ASFA Advisory Board Meeting when making a reservation. Room block will be released 24 August 2015)

	The Atlantica Hotel Halifax
1980 Robie St.at Quinpool, Halifax, Nova Scotia http://www.atlanticahotelhalifax.com/

	$135.00 +taxes

Should a credit card not be available guests are required to arrive by 4pm to ensure their room is held. Cash paying guests have to provide a $100 deposit upon check-in plus the amount for the full stay.

	Phone: + 902.423.1161 or 1-888-810-7288
E-mail: reservations@atlanticahalifax.com

(Rooms are based on availability. When making a reservation please state that it is with the ASFA group to receive preferred rate.)

	Chebucto Inn Halifax
6151 Lady Hammond Rd. Halifax, Nova Scotia http://chebuctoinn.com/

	$85.00 +taxes Standard Single Room
$95.00 +taxes Standard Room with two Beds

Should a credit card not be available guests are required to arrive by 4pm to ensure their room is held. Cash paying guests have to provide a $100 deposit upon check-in plus the amount for the full stay.

	Phone: + 902-453-4330 or 1-800-268-4330
E-mail: reservations@chebuctoinn.com

(Please quote ASFA Advisory Board Meeting when making a reservation. Room block will be released 24 August 2015)




7. Travel to/from the Airport

1) Taxis
Taxi and limousine services are available curbside in the arrivals area for all arriving flights. A one-way trip to Halifax city centre is $63 by taxi or limousine for the 30-45 minute ride. See http://hiaa.ca/transportation/taxi-limos/ for more information.
Casino Taxi - call 902-429-6666 or book online at http://www.casinotaxi.ca/
Yellow Cab - call 902-420-0000 or book online at http://yellowcabltd.ca/
Driver Dave’s Shuttle: Driver Dave’s specializes in transportation to and from Halifax and the Halifax Stanfield International Airport. http://www.driverdaves.com/services/

2) Buses
The Maritime Bus: travels between the airport and Maritime Bus/Via Rail Station. The cost for a round-trip ticket for one adult is $32.82. From the Maritime Bus/Via Rail Station, you can take a taxi to your hotel, which will cost approximately $10.00
To book your travel, we recommend booking 72 hours in advance
Toll-free: 1-800-575-1807
E-mail: info@maritimebus.com or
Website: http://www.maritimebus.com

Metro Transit Airport Bus: Metro Transit has bus number 320 which travels round-trip between the airport, the Dartmouth Transit Bridge Terminal bus stop, and Halifax.  The bus operates every 30 minutes during peak morning (6 am to 9 am) and afternoon (3 pm to 6 pm) times. The regular schedule departs every 60 minutes. Fares are $3.50. Note:  Sundays through to Thursdays, the 320 does not go to or from Halifax between the hours of 7 p.m. through to 5:30 a.m. due to bridge construction. Moreover, the bus stop in Halifax does not have a pay phone to use to call a taxi. Therefore, for those who do not have a mobile phone, we suggest the following:

Take the Metro Transit Airport Bus 320 to the Dartmouth Transit Bridge Terminal bus stop and then you can either: 
· Take a taxi from the bus stop directly across the bridge to your hotel;
· Between the hours of 7 p.m. through to 5:30 a.m. Sundays to Thursdays, take the Metro Transit shuttle bus across the bridge to the Scotia Square Shopping Centre  bus stop where you can change to another bus to your hotel, or call for a taxi to take you to your hotel. Pay phones are available inside the Shopping Centre

For more information visit http://www.halifax.ca/transit/Schedules/.


8. Language: English is spoken.


9. Currency/Money Exchange: The Canadian Dollar is the currency used locally. The approximate exchange rate as at 20.04.15 is CND$1 = US$0.82.
You can exchange your currency for Canadian dollars at authorized currency exchange counters in at Halifax Stanfield International Airport or in Halifax itself. You can also exchange currency at banks, credit unions and trust companies throughout Nova Scotia. The majority of businesses in Nova Scotia accept major credit cards, including Visa, MasterCard, and American Express. Debit (bank) cards are also readily used (Interac, Plus and Cirrus networks). Credit and debit card charges will appear on the purchaser's statement, converted to the home currency. 


10. Weather
 
Nova Scotia weather can be summed up into one word – moderate. It rarely gets extremely hot or extremely cold. The daily temperature does fluctuate by time of day. One moment, the city is enveloped in a thick fog that gives everything an air of mystery. Five minutes later, the sun appears in all its glory, only to be chased away by a brief rain shower. October days are typically crisp and the evenings cool. In short, the weather in Halifax offers a little bit of everything, which can make packing tricky. A light jacket or heavy sweater will suffice as well as clothing that can be layered, a light raincoat and a warm coat for evenings.  Short-sleeve shirts for daytime may be fine. 

Average High: 	62.6° F / 17.0°C	 			Average Low: 41 °F / 5 °C

Average number of wet days in October is 11.


11. Tourist Information

For tourist information, visit www.halifaxinfo.com and www.novascotia.com.
There is a Nova Scotia Visitor Information Centre located on the Halifax Waterfront (1655 Lower Water Street) which is open year-round.

Shopping and Restaurants Options
The Halifax waterfront offers many unique shopping and dining experiences.

Seaport Market Credit: The popular Halifax Seaport Farmers’ Market is the oldest in North America. The market has everything from fresh baked bread to leather and wood crafted products, jewellery, fresh flowers, homemade crepes, musicians, and much more.

Another Halifax favourite, Historic Properties is famous for its waterfront patios, Nova Scotia giftware, fun atmosphere, and charming boutiques.

Halifax’s charming Spring Garden Road is lined with a wide assortment of restaurants, coffee houses, and more than 200 retail stores including many independently owned, specialty shops.

Being on the coast has its numerous benefits, and at the top of the list is access to fresh seafood year-round. Halifax is known for its world-renewed seafood dining that is accompanied with locally brewed beers and award-winning wines. With 450+ restaurants in a variety of dining styles and cuisines, rest assured you will be able to find delicious, local food that is sure to satisfy anyone’s taste buds.

Dining options are listed online at www.halifaxdining.ca and http://ns.edining.ca.

See next page for:   FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO ATTEND ASFA ADVISORY BOARD MEETINGS

FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO ATTEND ASFA ADVISORY BOARD MEETINGS

This is to remind you that limited funds[footnoteRef:1] are available to support attendance at this year's ASFA Advisory Board Meeting which will be held 5-9 October 2015, co-hosted by the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO), Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada (www.nafo.int) and Dalhousie University’s Environmental Information: Use and Influence initiative (EIUI) Program. [1:  Background information regarding available funds:

At the 1997 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting (22-25 April, Poland), the Board first agreed to using the ASFA Trust Fund to support attendance at the annual ASFA Advisory Board Meetings. 
At the 1998 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting, the FAO ASFA Secretariat presented the “criteria” that it had decided to use to assist in assigning the funds (see 1998 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting Reports, item 13.2.2 and Annex-7).
At the 2011 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting (INP, Guayaquil, Ecuador), the Board agreed that use of the ASFA Trust Fund to partially support attendance at the annual ASFA Advisory Board Meetings could be extended to cover more ASFA partners by substantially increasing the total amount allocated and also amending the criteria to be adopted by the FAO ASFA Secretariat in deciding upon who would be eligible to receive funding.
] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]If you are interested in attending the 2015 ASFA Board Meeting and think you qualify for funding (according to the criteria listed below) please send an e-mail to the FAO ASFA Secretariat (attention: Helen Wibley, with copy to Marc Taconet, Chief FIPS) as soon as possible and no later than 29.05.2015  (e-mail: helen.wibley@fao.org ; marc.taconet@fao.org)


CRITERIA to be used by FAO ASFA Secretariat for allocating the ASFA Trust Fund to partially support attendance at ASFA Board Meetings by ASFA Partners:

1. The total allocated sum will be subject to review each year at the annual ASFA Advisory Board Meeting.

For 2014, the total allocated amount of supporting funds for ASFA Partners will be US$90 000 (Any un-spent funds will be carried over to the following year’s meeting).

2. Mandatory Requirement

Only "active" ASFA Partners will be considered eligible to apply for the funds available under this project  (by "active", we mean those Partners that have regularly provided their annual intersessional meeting reports and regularly submitted ASFA records to the database during both the year of the ASFA Board meeting and the previous year).

3. Other Considerations
a. Participants in a position to make interventions/contributions of particular relevance to the Agenda may be favoured.
b. Participants from areas/regions with few ASFA centres may be favoured.
c. Participants who would reap particular benefit from attending the Meeting may be favoured.
d. Participants in particular need of training and who could combine attendance at the Board Meeting with a short training session (before/after or during) the Meeting may be favoured (this would require that the person attending the Board Meeting was also the same person responsible for preparing ASFA input). Note: this item would usually only be relevant when Meetings are held at FAO, Rome). 
e. Participants who can contribute substantially to funding their own participation may be favoured (e.g. covering themselves either the entire flight cost or the entire standard 6 nights hotel fee).
f. In general, requests from National ASFA Partners will be favoured over International ASFA Partners and UN Co-sponsoring ASFA Partners.


NOTE: 
Item 2 above is a mandatory requirement for participants requesting funding.
Items 3 a) to f) above are not necessarily mandatory requirements, nor are they listed in any order of importance.

IMPORTANT: 
The FAO ASFA Secretariat will decide on the relative importance of all items on a case by case basis, taking into consideration the deliberations of the ASFA Board at the 2011 Annual Advisory ASFA Board Meeting (see footnote). The FAO ASFA Secretariat's decision will be final.
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