SERIALS MONITORED FOR THE ASFA BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATABASE 
(ASFIS REFERENCE SERIES, No.1)
The Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Information System (ASFIS) is an international cooperative information system for the collection and dissemination of information covering the science, technology and management of marine, brackish water and freshwater environments, including their socio-economic and legal aspects. The system is maintained jointly by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC), the United Nations Office of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea (UNDOALOS) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), together with the collaboration of the National and International ASFIS/ASFA partners and the Publisher. The system's information outputs currently include:
· Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) is a computer searchable bibliographic database and it constitutes the main information module in the ASFIS system. It is made available to ASFA Partners and to the public via numerous online host computer systems worldwide. The database is also made available in CD-ROM and DVD format for ASFA Partner institutes and for some institutes located in LIFDC countries.
· ASFA-1, ASFA-2 and ASFA-3 printed abstracts journals are derived from the database and published by ProQuest. These journals are commercially available.
· The ASFIS Reference Series comprises the rules, authority lists, formats, codes, etc., on which the system is based.  
ASFIS REFERENCE SERIES, No.1 lists the serials with some or all of their content regularly falling within the subject scope of ASFA. Accordingly, each of the listed serials is monitored and records for the relevant papers are entered in the ASFA bibliographic database. The database is published by ProQuest, Bethesda, Maryland, USA, as Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA), which is available to the public on subscription. The list is revised as needed to accommodate new, changed and discontinued titles. Previous versions of the list were published under the title List of Periodicals Monitored for the ASFA Bibliographic Database in the ASFIS Reference Series and, prior to 1979, as FAO Fisheries Circular No. 132. 
The periodicals are listed in alphabetical order of full title. Up until 2009, all full titles were also accompanied by a short form of the title (abbreviated title). However in 2009, the ASFA Board decided that abbreviated titles were no longer mandatory for inclusion in ASFA records so from that date the Serials list only contains the abbreviated title when requested by the ASFA Partner. For your information, both the full and abbreviated titles are revised and prepared following international standards (e.g. “List of serial title word abbreviations, ISO 4” by ISDS International Centre). For this reason, you will find that the serial titles appear in the list using capitals only for the initial letter of the phrase and for the proper nouns. This publication also contains a list of the ASFA participating institutions and the two letter code that identifies them.
In addition to the serials listed in this document, it should be noted that input for the ASFA database is also derived from a large number of other serials which occasionally publish papers falling within the scope of ASFA. Several thousand records each year are derived from non-conventional sources to which access is gained through the national ASFA input centres. 
The List of Serials Monitored for the ASFA Database is commonly referred to as the "Monitoring List or MONLIS".  It contains a total of 4903 titles of which 3137 are active serial titles and 1776 are inactive serial titles, as of  10 October 2016*.
Pick-List - some information contained in the Monitoring List (full and abbreviated serial titles and ISSN numbers) is included as a handy "pick list" in the www-ISIS-ASFA software to facilitate data entry by the inputters (they just have to select and click to enter). The pick-list needs to be updated because titles on the list are modified, deleted or added on a fairly continuing basis. Therefore, from time to time, updated versions of the list are made available to Partners for uploading into the www-ISIS-ASFA software to replace the outdated pick-list. The latest updated version of the pick-list files (MONLIS20161010.zip) is dated 10 October 2016.
Text file - in addition, a text file for consultation (not for loading into the software) containing the fully updated Monitoring List is visible at ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/asfa/Monitoring_List  (MONLIS20161010.txt) and also on the FAO reserved ASFA ftp site at  ftp://ASFA:PWda28b@ext-ftp.fao.org/FI/Reserved/ASFA in the folder called: !ASFA_MONLIS/. Changes to the Monitoring List are often visible in this text file version before the pick-list version of the Monitoring List is produced and sent to Partners. The latest updated version of the text file is dated 10 October 2016.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Excel spreadsheet - the Monitoring List is now also available in an Excel spreadsheet format (MONLIS20161010.xlsx) on both the above-mentioned sites. This will not only facilitate ASFA Partners' maintenance of their own individual monitoring lists, but also simplify the work necessary when notifying the FAO ASFA Secretariat of changes to serial titles. During the intersession, the FAO ASFA Secretariat has been sending individual lists in this format to ASFA Partners for updating. The latest updated version of the Monitoring List in an Excel spreadsheet format is dated 10 October 2016.  






*Active titles are those titles which are currently monitored for ASFA. Inactive titles, instead, are those serial titles which were monitored for ASFA, but which have now either ceased publication or which have ceased being monitored by an ASFA Partner. 
