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A nwumber of developments undertaken in the region not only encompass the spirit of blue growth, hut also have
created platforms from which further blue growth opportuniﬁes can be developed. Some of the move notable

developments inchade:

ynlocking biue growih po?en’ﬁcﬂ with the Biue

Growth Initiafive in the Neor zast and North Africd

in Septemier 2015, the UN's 193 mMember Stafes
adopted the 5030  Agenda for
Developmen’r. The 2030 Agenda comprises V7

sustainable
sustainable Deve\opmem Goals (SDGs] ©s o)
framework 10 guide development actions of
governmen’rs, internoﬂonol agencies, civil society
and ofher institutions over the next 15 years with
the ambitious aim of eradicating extreme pover’ry
and hunger. Elements that form the yvery core
of FAO's work - food secunty and nuirition and
sustainable monc&gemem and use of natural
Yesources _feature OCross the SDGs. An integrated

approc}ch across fhe routtiple godls shat addresses

all three dimeansions of sustainable developmen’r”;

(econgmi._g, social and env'\ronmen’rul) is crucial;
to achieving the 2030 Agendad. several ’rorgets--'
ior SDG 14 ("Consernve and sustainably Use the:
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development"] are  explicitly ﬁsheries~relq’red

while fhe ofhers may have implications for fisheries:;

in support of the new global agenda and:
responding 1o the growing interﬂaﬂonol movemehf
for acfion 10 support blue growth :‘Ond food
security In tandem, FAO jaunched the Blue Growth_._
initiative (BGI) In 2013. Through the BGl, FAO will:
assist countries in developind and implemenﬂng'
plue econemy and growth agendas. The concepl:

of a "blue economy’ came out of the 2012 Rio+20"




Conference.

It emphasizes conservation and
sustainable management, based on the premise
that healthy aquatic ecosystems are more

productive and a must for sustainable economies.

The thirty-third session of the FAQ Regibnol
Conference for the Neaor East and North Africa
(?-13 may 2016 countries discussed the relevance
of the BGI for the sustainable development of
the region and endorsed the application of the
FAOQ Blue Growth Inifiative in the region and

its components, including ecosystem services,

economic growth, environmental benefits and
social development both at the individual country

as well as regional level.

The countries of the Near East and North Africg
region occupy o geographical area of varied
marine and freshwater ecosystems, spreading
from the eastern Aflantic Ocean across to the
North West Indian Ocean. Inland fisheries are
mainly found in the countries which are part of
the catchment systems of the Nile, Euphrates, and
Tigris rivers, although smaller production is also
associated- with some lesser rivers and artificial
wdater bodies. Aguaculture production in the

region has increased substantially in the last two

- In ferms of value
- Excluding forestry products

tatistics ana Information Team, Fisheries and Aquaculture Department (FIAS). =

decades, bul remains mainly limited to only a few

countries and a few species, mainly finfish.

The region's per capita apparent fish
103kg in 2011

- still 40 percent less than the 18.9 kg global

consumption  averaged

averoge, although it has  increased by
approximately 50 percent in the last 40 vears. It
is highest in Oman (27 kg), United Arab Emirates
(24 kg} and Egypt (22 kg). and lowest in Iraq (3
kg). Yemen (3 kg} and Sudan (2 kg). The overall
frade balance in fish products for the region was
positive by asmall amountin 2013 driven mainly by
Morocco which comprised more than 50 percent
of the region's fish product exports and re-exports?,
followed by Mauritania (10.9 percent), Iran
(Islomic Republic of) {7.5 percent) and Yemen
{6.5 percent). Additionally, in Libya, Morocco
and Yemen, fish exports and re-exports comprised
an Important share of total agricuitural trade,®
at 37.5 percent, 42.4 percent and 46.7 percent,

respectively.

FAQ’s Blue Growth Initiative

The Blue Growih Initiative (BGI) was launched by

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
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Nations (FAO) to ensure that the people involved
directly and indirectly in fisheries, aquaculture and
fishing-related activities can enjoy the long-term
and sustainable benefits derived from the oceans,

seas, coastal areas and inland water bodies.

Guided by the fundamental principles of FAC and
the sound principles of the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries and ifs related guidelines,
the BGI is guided by the three aimensions of
sustainability: economic, environmental and
social. In particular, it is a coherent framework for
the sustainable and socio-economic management
of agquatic living resources with an emphasis on

efficient resource wuse in capture fisneries and

Anumber'ofdevelopmen’rs underfoken in: ’rhe egi

aquaculture, ecosystem services, trade livelihoods

and food systems.

Due to the transboundary nature of many

fishery and agquaculture resources in the
region, grouping ecosystems with significant
fisheries and aquaculture similarities and
affinities is appropriate far this work. There
are three distinctive aguatic ecosystems in
the region:

* sceanic upwelling systems (Atlantic and North West

Indian Ocear)
s semi-enclosed and subtropical seas (Mediterranean,
Red Sea, Persian/Arabian Gulf) |
o inland water systems (Nile, FEuphrates-Tigrs,

Senegal rivers)

?mmssmg dw@%epmemﬁs it %he NENA mgmn_m_ mhemﬁce wﬁh?hg 5‘3 ua gmw?h wsmn oy

n' n_o’r only encomp'ass ’rhe spmf of blue growth

but also hove cred’red pla’rforms from Which_ fu) .’rher' o] '_ ] grow’rh oppor’runl’nes cqn; ' e developed

Seme of The moré no’rqb]e developmen’rs |nclude




Unlocking blue growth potentiol with the Blue Growth Inflialive in the Mear East and North Afico (NENA BGE)

The development objective of the NENA BG! is fo value and restore the potential of the oceans, seas and inland
waters through renewed sustainable and responsible approaches that reconcile economic growth and food
security needs with the conservation of the region’s aquatic resources. Regional consvlialions erganized by
FAQ resulted in this list of strategic development priorities:

sand build the capacity of stakeholders to implement adopted measures,

sincluding participatory and co-management approaches to enable the rebuilding and enhancing of fish stocks. including
introducing management and conservation measures where needed and appropriate. and promoting the benefits of regional
cooperation through RFMOs

«to safeguard their key role as a source of livelihoods across the region. including social protection. livelihood strengthening.
safety-ai-sea and inclusion in decision makin

sthrough.developing new fisheries (e.g. bivalve mollusc fisheries in the Mediterranean)

ith particular emphasis on the reduction of waste and losses. and on identifying opportunities in the value chain for. e g
increasing efficiency. addressing preservation challenges. introducing new fish products,

sincluding livelihood diversification and increasing social protection.

o(marine and inland}

saimed at identifying suitable endemic aquaculture candidates.

+to increase national fish production and to improve access to international markets through ?
further fish exports

roducing appropriate arming technologies. capacity builc
of rules and regulations

srelated to aquaculture development .-

The expected outcome include a rationclized and optimized fish supply chains because of better and more
sustainable fisheries and aquaculture resources management through: enhanced fishery management,
aquaculivre development, improved post-harvest practices, support to efficient social and economic
structures and frameworks, betfter trade cpportunities and market access, and value addition throughout the
supply chain. In particular and with a view to achieving:

a) Improved management of existing species to maintain production, formulated management plans for
diversified species exploitation in capture fisheries, and sustainably increased preduction from aquaculture.
Ensuring optimal use of natural resources, adding value to existing and new products, and a focus on
appropriate technologies and livelihoods sustainability are central o achieving these outcomes.

b} Reduction of pressure on environmental resources, reduction of the environmental impacts of fisheries and
aquaculture activities, improved uses of water, improved resillence to reduce the effects of climate change,
and increased decision making and ownership with regards to natural resources by resources users and
resource stewards.

c) Enhanced, sfrengthened and improved resilience of existing livelihoods, and additional livelihood options
identified in order fo generate youth employment cpportunities, reduced rural exodus, enhance social security
systems, and improved diets of fishing communitias and the general pubiic.
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