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BUT  INFORMATION  ALONE
IS  NOT ENOUGH   



TRANSFER OF  INFORMATION  IS  NECESSARY 
FOR  DEVELOPMENT  TO  TAKE  PLACE 
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IS  THE  SECRETARIAT  OF  ASFA 



FAO  CO-ORDINATES 
THE  COLLECTION AND  PROCESSING OF  

THE  INFORMATION  BY  THE  ASFA  PARTNERS 



EACH  NATIONAL  ASFA  PARTNER  IS  
RESPONSIBLE FOR  MONITORING  ALL

AQUATIC  SCIENCE  LITERATURE 
PRODUCED  IN  ITS  OWN  COUNTRY 



THE  DECENTRALIZED NATURE  OF  
INPUT  TO  ASFA

ENSURES  ACCESS  TO

LIMITED  DISTRIBUTION

LITERATURE



THE  COLLECTIVE  INPUT  OF  THE  ASFA 
PARTNERS  IS  SENT  TO  THE  ASFA 

PUBLISHER  FOR  CENTRAL  PROCESSING

PUBLISHER OF 
ASFA



THE PUBLISHER MERGES THE INPUT TO 
CREATE THE ASFA BIBLIOGRAPHIC DATABASE



THE  ASFA  DATABASE  CONTAINS

• Approx. 1.2 Million BIBLIOGRAPHIC 
REFERENCES (ACCESSIONED SINCE 1971)

– All references are Computer Searchable

– 3,500 New References are added Monthly
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THE ASFA  BIBLIOGRAPHIC  DATABASE
IS  PUBLISHED  IN  VARIOUS FORMATS

AND MEDIA 

PRINTED                      CD-ROM                  MAGTAPES      
ABSTRACTS                        
JOURNALS ASFA

TAPE

ON-LINE AND INTERNET SERVICES

ONLY AVAILABLE TO 
ASFA PARTNERS and 
LIFDC project



THE  ASFA  PARTNERS  RECEIVE 
COPIES  OF  THE  ASFA  DATABASE

ASFA

TAPEPrinted Journals

CD-ROM

Internet Access

ONLY AVAILABLE TO 
ASFA PARTNERS and 
LIFDC project



FOR  USE  IN LOCAL  COMPUTERIZED 
RETRIEVAL SYSTEMS

ASFA
DATABASE



PUBLIC  ACCESS  TO  THE  ASFA 
DATABASE  IS  ALSO  AVAILABLE  

• ON-LINE INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEMS
– NISC (CD-ROM and online)
– STN International (online)
– National Research Council (Canada) – internal use only
– IFREMER  (France) 
– Japan Fisheries  Resource Conservation Association
– National Marine Data and Info. Service (China, Peoples, Rep.)

• INTERNET
– ProQuest ( ASFA PUBLISHER )  



ASFA IS  CONSIDERED BY MANY AS THE  
PREMIER  SOURCE 

OF BIBLIOGRAPHIC  REFERENCES TO  
THE 

AQUATIC  SCIENCE  LITERATURE

ASFA
#1



MERIT FOR THIS ACHIEVEMNET GOES TO 
THE EFFORTS OF THE ASFA  PARTNERS



FAO’S  PRIORITIES:

• EXPANSION OF THE ASFA PARTNERSHIP

• INCREASED ACCESS TO ASFA

• IMPROVEMENT OF THE COVERAGE, 

ACCURACY AND TIMELINESS OF ASFA

THE  FUTURE OF  ASFA



TO  KNOW  MORE ABOUT  ASFA ?

THE CONTACT POINTS IN FAO ARE: 
• Richard Grainger (Chief, FIPS)
• Richard Pepe (Fishery Information Officer)

Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO)
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
Via Delle Terme Di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy

tel.: (+39) (06) 570 54828 / fax: (+39) (06) 570 52476
e-mail: richard grainger@fao.org / richard pepe@fao.org

URL:     http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/asfa.asp
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AQUATIC SCIENCES AND FISHERIES ABSTRACTS

PRESENTATION BY:
RICHARD PEPE
FISHERY INFORMATION OFFICER
(Editor-in-Chief of ASFA)

FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE
STATISTICS AND INFORMATION SERVICE

FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE DEPARTMENT
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UN

updated July 2009





some
KEY Points to Remember



ASFA IS AN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE
INFORMATION SYSTEM 
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• MANAGEMENT
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FAO  CO-ORDINATES 
THE  COLLECTION AND  PROCESSING OF  

THE  INFORMATION  BY  THE  ASFA  PARTNERS 

FAO PROVIDES THE SECRETARIAT



Why is FAO involved with ASFA ?



The answer is in the FAO Constitution

A. CONSTITUTION 

Article  I 

Functions of the Organization 

 
1. The Organization shall collect, analyse, interpret and 
disseminate information relating to nutrition, food and 
agriculture. In this Constitution, the term agriculture and its 
derivatives include fisheries, marine products, forestry and 
primary products. 
 
___________________ 
Basic Texts  
of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Volume I and II – 1994 edition 
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