ASFA — Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts

Frequently Asked Questions



1. WHAT is Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) ?

The Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Information System (ASFIS) is an international co-
operative information system for the collection and dissemination of information covering the
science, technology and management of marine, brackishwater, and freshwater
environments.

The ASFA - the Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts Bibliographic Database is
the principal information product or module of the ASFIS system, therefore the two terms
ASFIS and ASFA are often used interchangeably, because ASFA is the sole remaining
information module of the ASFIS system.

The ASFA database contains more than 1.3 million bibliographic references (or records) to
the world's aquatic science literature accessioned since 1971 (for some journals and/or
subject areas the coverage precedes 1971). All references are machine readable. ASFA is
produced as a cooperative effort by the international network of ASFA Partners
(http://www.fao.org/fishery/asfa/3/en) which consists of: United Nations Co-sponsoring
Partners, National and International Partners, and the Publishing Partner. The objective is to
disseminate bibliographic information to the world community. All ASFA Partners sign the
ASFA Partnership Agreement (http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/agreemt.asp) and are represented
on the ASFA Advisory Board (http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/agreemt.asp#ArticleVIll) which meets
annually and for which FAO provides the Secretariat
(http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/agreemt.asp#Articlel X).

Input to the ASFA Database (i.e. the bibliographic references) is prepared by the
international network of ASFA Partners, who are together responsible for the monitoring of
more than 5000 serial publications ftp://ftp.fao.org/Fl/asfa/Monitoring_List/ as well as books,
reports, conference proceedings, and grey literature.

The collective input of the Partners is sent to the Publisher of ASFA (ProQuest) where it is
processed by computer and merged to create a master file (which we call the ASFA
Bibliographic Database).

From the master file, the ASFA Information Products are produced. They are distributed or
made available to the ASFA Partners on a monthly/quarterly basis in the form of printed
abstracts journals (e.g. ASFA-1, ASFA-2, ASFA-3) and in machine readable format (e.g.
Internet access, CD ROM/DVD, Magnetic tape) for use as a source of data in local,
national or regional information services.

The Bibliographic Reference or record describing each document in the ASFA database
contains: a detailed bibliographic citation, an abstract(s), and a set of indexing terms.

During the preparation of the bibliographic reference, it is the responsibility of the ASFA
Partners: to identify the data elements making up the bibliographic citation, to write/edit the
abstract, and to choose the indexing terms.

To assist the ASFA Partners in the preparation of input (that is to ensure the consistency
necessary for the computer processing and the uniformity within the resulting ASFA
information products) standardized cataloguing, abstracting and indexing procedures have
been prepared and published under the title of the ASFIS Reference Series.

(FAQ note by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org), updated January 2009)




2. WHY and HOW to become an ASFA Partner, and

WHAT does an ASFA Partner do? (or have to learn in order to prepare bibliographic
references for inclusion in the ASFA bibliographic database)

2.1 WHY become an ASFA Partner?

The object of ASFA is to establish an international network of participating ASFA Partners which
would cooperate in capturing and disseminating the world's aquatic science literature.

Participation in ASFA allows Partners to:

- develop an institutional mentality or capacity to collect, process and disseminate
information. This capacity can also be extended to other information/data collection and
dissemination initiatives.

- assume direct bibliographic control over their own published research literature. This
ensures that important documents are not overlooked, especially regarding the hard to
capture grey literature, and that the quality of the indexing and abstracting is under their own
control,

- increase the visibility of their scientists and research initiatives. References in the ASFA
database are disseminated world-wide,

- provide information services (priced, if so desired) to their user communities using the free or
entittement ASFA information products which they receive for their input efforts (e.g. Internet
access to the database, ASFA CD-ROM etc.). NOTE - If a Partner does not prepare input, it
is not entitled to the free information products.

2.2 HOW to become an ASFA Partner ?
ASFA Partners or Participating Centres (http://www.fao.org/fishery/asfa/3/en) are usually located in

the libraries or information units of institutions or organizations dealing with the aquatic
environment.

Therefore, to express your interest in joining the ASFA Partnership, a brief letter or e-mail should
be sent from the Director of your Institute to the FAO Assistant Director-General of the Fisheries
and Aquaculture Department, Mr Ichiro Nomura ( ichiro.nomura@fao.org ). Follow-up to your
request will then be handled by the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Information and Statistics
Service (FIES) which is directly responsible for the daily running of the ASFA program: (Chief of
FIES, Richard Grainger (richard.grainger@fao.orq ); Editor-in-Chief of ASFA, Richard Pepe (
richard.pepe@fao.org ).

An organization should consider applying for membership in an ASFA Partner when it is
prepared to assume or fulfill the following RESPONSIBILITIES:

- each ASFA Partner must identify a list of serial publications (usually those published within
its own country) for which it will be responsible for monitoring and preparing bibliographic input
ftp://ftp.fao.org/Fl/asfa/Monitoring_List/

- each ASFA Partner must prepare bibliographic input in accordance with the editorial rules
set out in the ASFIS Reference Series Publications (ftp://ftp.fao.org/Fl/asfa/) and using the
systems software. More importantly one must index the references using: the ASFA subject
categories (ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/asfa/Subject_categories/ ) and the ASFA Thesaurus terms

( http://www4.fao.org/asfa/nons_en.htm and ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/asfa/Thesaurus/ ) and
prepare an abstract for each record (author abstracts may be used)
(ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/asfa/Abstracting_Guidelines/ ). Training in the ASFA input methodology is
necessary and usually carried out at FAO,

- each ASFA Partner should endeavor to participate in the annual ASFA Advisory Board
Meetings,




- Legal Arrangements: All ASFA Partners must sign the ASFA Partnership Agreement
( http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/agreemt.asp ). The ASFA Partnership Agreement lists the
responsibilities and the entitlements of the ASFA Partners and it is linked by a number of
cross references to another document called the ASFA "Publishing” Agreement (
http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/agreemt.asp#Entit ) between FAO and the ASFA Publisher, CSA,
(which Partners do not have to signed). The most important parts of the Publishing
Agreement which should concern the ASFA Partners are those relevant to "Product
Entitlements” (paragraph 5) and "Additional Entitlements" (Exhibit-F).

2.3 WHAT does an ASFA Partner do? (or have to learn in order to prepare bibliographic
references for inclusion in the ASFA bibliographic database?

Below is a brief explanation/description of the “training course” that an ASFA Partner must go
through after joining ASFA, in order to prepare and to submit bibliographic references to the ASFA
database. Hopefully, the explanation of the ASFA inputting procedure, in this way, will facilitate your
understanding of what is expected of you once your institute joins ASFA.

How many days does the ASFA training course on “Preparation of ASFA Input” last?

This depends on the participant’s background and knowledge as regards: cataloguing,
abstracting, indexing, computers, and ASFA. We usually plan and most courses are: 5 days.

Below is a short description of what we mean by: 1) preparation of ASFA Input, 2)
cataloguing, 3) abstracting, 4) indexing, 5) computers, and 6) ASFA.

1. PREPARATION OF ASFA INPUT - By “preparation of ASFA input”, we mean the preparation
of
“Bibliographic References” (or records) for inclusion in the ASFA bibliographic database.

The “Bibliographic Reference” (for ASFA purposes) is considered to be made up of three parts:

- the bibliographic citation which includes the CATALOGUING information such as: title,
author, author affiliation, collation data etc..

- the ABSTRACT in English and/or other language (must be with Latin Characters), and

- the English INDEXING terms taken from our authority lists (Thesaurus, Geographic list etc.).

2. Cataloguing - To prepare an ASFA record, the trainee will need to know (or need to be
trained in) cataloguing. By cataloguing knowledge, we mean, the ability to analyze a document
and recognize the parts such as: analytic/monographic title, serial title, authors, editors, corporate
authors etc..

3. Abstracting - Each ASFA reference or record requires an abstract. The abstract may be in
English and/or another language - the presence of an English abstract is preferable (but not
mandatory). Many articles are published with an author supplied abstracts, in which case, the
ASFA inputter would only need to edit the existing abstract to coincide with the ASFA style (i.e. as
regards length, special characters etc.). When there is no author supplied abstract, the ASFA
inputter is required to write the abstract.

The writing of abstracts necessarily requires some knowledge of the subject area, and some
literary skKill.

Obviously, the training course does not have sufficient time to provide training in aquatic biology
nor English, nor the writing of abstracts. The training course limits itself to
describing/explaining/showing what the ideal abstract should contain for the different types of



documents (e.g. a paper appearing in a journal, a book, a Meeting report, a cruise report, a paper
in a conference Proceeding, etc.).

The course will also explain some techniques for writing abstracts without the need to read the
whole article. During the training course the trainee may, time permitting, experiment with writing
(compiling) a few abstracts based on the techniques we suggested.

The trainee, without aquatic science expertise, should (once back in his/her Institute) request
assistance from the scientific staff when writing or editing abstracts.

4. Indexing : Each ASFA reference needs to be assigned indexing terms: 1) Subject descriptors,
2) Taxonomic descriptors (when relevant) and 3) Geographic descriptors (when relevant).

Like abstracting, the assigning of indexing terms requires some knowledge of the subject area.
Again, the course will not (cannot) teach the subject of aquatic biology. The course will present the
ASFA indexing tools (subject thesaurus, taxonomic list, and geographic authority list). We shall
explain how to use these.

If the trainee does not have any aquatic science training, we shall describe some techniques
which may be useful in analyzing a document in order to identify the subject content. However as
with the writing of abstracts, the trainee without aquatic science expertise should (once back in
his/her Institute) request assistance from the scientific staff when choosing terms to index the
subject content of a document.

5. Computers - The ASFA input (bibliographic references) should be prepared using a computer.

In particular, the ASFA bibliographic references should be prepared using a program called www-
ISIS-ASFA. This program was developed by ICIE of Poland (http://www.icie.com.pl/ ) on request
of FAO for ASFA Partners in order to prepare ASFA references (Wwww-ISIS-ASFA is implemented
as a CGI program. The access to the ISIS databases is achieved by BIREME's software ISIS-
DLL, which is an API for ISIS databases in the Windows environment).

The trainee needs to have some experience (or needs to be trained) in the use of computers (e.g.
as regards using the basic Windows commands, some text processing (Word, WordPerfect etc.).
If the trainee has some knowledge of the Micro CDS/ISIS software, it would facilitate some of the
explanations (but this is not essential).

6. ASFA - The main scope of the “training in ASFA input preparation” is to prepare bibliographic
references for inclusion in the ASFA database (which is the final information product or fruit of the
input procedure) . Therefore some knowledge of the “structure” and “function” of the ASFA
database (or an other bibliographic database) would be helpful for trainees in understanding the
"why" of many of the things that we teach during the ASFA training course.

If the trainee is already familiar with the ASFA database and/or is using it to provide information
services to users in his/her library this will facilitate the training to a large degree. Likewise, similar
experience with any other bibliographic database would also be useful.

In order for the trainee to get some experience with the ASFA database before the training, we
can sometimes arrange for the trainee to have access to the ASFA Database via internet or on
CD-ROM (although this is usually only a privilege which usually comes after an ASFA Partner
starts submitting ASFA input as the commercial value of the subscription to the ASFA database
via Internet is considerable per year). We also send you some materials for study before the
course. Most materials are also available via the ASFA Homepage
http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/asfa.asp



The Tentative Agenda for a one week training course on ASFA input procedures:

AGENDA
ASFA Training Course on ASFA Input Procedures

(TIMETABLE)

(Note: order of agenda items may vary)

Monday

Opening
Administrative arrangements
Introduction to ASFA staff (who will or may contribute to the training session)
Introduction to trainee(s) (brief self-introduction)
Discussion of Agenda
Brief Introduction to ASFA
General Introduction to www-ISIS-ASFA software
Bibliographic Description (using www-ISIS-ASFA software/ASFA worksheet)
- determining bibliographic level, document type, literary style) and inputting data
Monitoring Control (keeping track of Serial publications and monographs in order to avoid
duplication of input by the different ASFA Partners)

*Break - each day: one mid-morning (approx.: 10;30) and one mid afternoon (approx.: 15:30)

N A~WNE

©

Tuesday

10. Bibliographic Description (cont.)- description/input of other bibliographic data elements
11. Bibliographic Description (cont.)- description/input of other bibliographic data elements

Wednesday

12. Conclude Bibliographic Description
13. Introduction to Abstracting
- Brief review of "full" ASFIS 4, Guidelines for Abstracting and "Synopsis" of Guidelines
for Abstracting
14. Introduction to Subject Categorization and Indexing
- Brief review of ASFIS 2, Subject Categories and Scope Descriptions; ASFIS 5, Guidelines to
Indexing; ASFIS 6, Thesaurus; and ASFIS-7, Geographic Authority List

Thursday

15. Practice on indexing and abstracting using www-ISIS-ASFA
16. Further Practice with data input: Bibliographic description, Abstracting, Indexing

Friday

17. Using the www-ISIS-ASFA software utilities
- Exporting completed records to the ASFA publisher for inclusion in the master database file
- Importing records, display formats, printing formats
- Editing a range of records using the Global Modification utility (GMOD)

18. Installing the www-ISIS-ASFA software utilities &other system manager information
- Brief notes on installing software (in Stand-alone environment and in Network Environments)
(mention of the Installation Manuals and mention of Help Desk for Installation problems)
19. Unfinished business, Practice and/or Questions regarding ASFA input
20. Conclusion (diploma(s) etc.)



COURSE OBJECTIVES

ASFIS the Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Information System is an international co operative
information system for the collection and dissemination of information covering the science technology
and management of marine and freshwater environments.

ASFA the Bibliographic Database is the principal information product of the ASFIS system. It
contains approx. 1 million bibliographic references to the world's aquatic science literature accessioned
since 1971.

Input to the ASFA Bibliographic Database is prepared by a network of National, and International
ASFA Partners

The Bibliographic References (or records) are sent to the Publisher (ProQuest) in the USA where they
are processed by computer and merged to create a master file (i.e. ASFA Database)

The ASFA Information Products are distributed to the ASFA Partners on a monthly bases in the form of
printed abstract journals (e.g. ASFA 1, ASFA 2, ASFA 3 etc.), and in machine readable format (e.g. CD
ROM, Magnetic tape) for use as a source of data for local national or regional information services

The Bibliographic Reference for each document in the ASFA database contains: 1) a detailed
bibliographic citation, 2) an abstract; and 3) a set of indexing terms.

(the identification of the data elements making up the bibliographic citation, the writing of the abstract,
and the choice of the indexing terms is the responsibility of the ASFA Partner)

Computer based information systems operate successfully only if the input is prepared with a high
degree of consistency and accuracy.

This is true for any computer based system, but it is even more important in an international system
like ASFA in which the preparation of input is highly decentralised

In order to attain the desired level of consistency and accuracy it is necessary that all inputters to the
system are trained in using standard cataloguing, abstracting and indexing procedures in the
preparation of input.

Therefore, the objectives of this training course are:

1) to explain the rules, authority lists, formats, codes, and procedures (i.e. the ASFA methodology)
used in the preparation bibliographic descriptions, abstracts, and indexing of records to be submitted
(as input) to the ASFA Bibliographic Database; and

2) to explain the preparation of the ASFA data using the www-ISIS-ASFA program.

(FAQ note by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org), updated January 2009)




3. WHAT is the OBJECTIVE of ASFA ?

Article-1 of the ASFA Partnership Agreement describes the overall objective of the ASFA
co-operation (http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/agreemt.asp)

“The overall objective of ASFA co-operation is to develop and maintain a service for the
collection and dissemination of information on the science, technology and management of
marine, brackish water and fresh water environments,organisms and resources,
including economic, sociological and legal aspects, in a form easily accessible to the user
community, bearing in mind the special interests of developing countries* and based on the
pooling of literature monitoring and indexing activities by the individual partners, consistent
with internationally accepted standards and practices. The service shall include a computer
searchable bibliographic database, associated printed abstracts journals and the relevant
tools for the control of the system and aids to its use. .”

*(by "special interests of developing countries" we include the full participation in international
schemes under the aegis of the UN system for the collection, analysis and use of data and information;
equitable and affordable access to relevant information services and products; and the strengthening
of national capacities in information handling and communication).

All ASFA Partners (http://www.fao.org/fishery/asfa/3/en) must sign the ASFA Partnership
Agreement (http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/agreemt.asp) .

(FAQ note by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org), updated January 2009)




4. WHAT is the SUBJECT SCOPE of ASFA?

The present subject scope of ASFA includes all of the literature dealing with the science,
technology and management of marine, brackish and fresh water environments,
organisms and resources, including economic, sociological and legal aspects. The subject
scope of ASFA is clearly reflected in Article-1 of the ASFA Partnership Agreement
(http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/agreemt.asp).

The subject scope of ASFA is described, in great detail, in the ASFIS Reference Series
publication entitled "ASFIS-2, Subject Categories and Scope Descriptions” which lists all of
the 254 ASFA Subject Categories together with their scope description.
( ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/asfa/Subject categories )

4.1 WHAT TOPICS are currently EXCLUDED from the Subject Scope of ASFA
The following topics are, in many cases, outside the subject scope of ASFA:

weather modification

public water supply

hydraulics

water as a resource industry or agriculture
naval engineering*

ground water

water or sewage treatment
terrestrial geology

offensive warfare

theoretical studies of ship design*

ships and ship building*
*(coverage of ships and shipbuilding is limited to research vessels and fishing vessels)

Note: it should be realized that documents dealing with the above list of "excluded" topics may
“sometimes” be relevant for inclusion in ASFA depending on the "context" in which the topic in
treated in the document. The ASFA indexer has the task of making the distinctions. For
example, a paper dealing exclusively with the design of a new sewage treatment plant, with no
mention or reference to the aquatic environment or organisms, would be outside the subject
scope of ASFA . However, a paper which describes the new design of a sewage plant, and
also makes specific mention or reference to the beneficial (or detrimental) effects that the new
design will have on the aquatic environment and/or or its organisms would be within the subject
scope of ASFA.

(FAQ note by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org) , updated January 2009)




5. WHAT PUBLICATIONS are currently MONITORED for Inclusion in the ASFA
bibliographic database and WHAT is the COVERAGE?

(by "monitoring”, we mean the systematic scanning of the literature within the subject scope of ASFA by
the ASFA Partners, and the input of the references to this literature into the ASFA bibliographic database)

The monitoring responsibility of the National ASFA Partners
(http://www.fao.org/fishery/asfa/3/en) is described in the following paragraph which is taken from
the ASFA Partnership Agreement (http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/agreemt.asp).

“National ASFA Partners shall be responsible for the monitoring of serials, monographs and
other information relevant to the scope of ASFA, published in their own countries, and for
preparing bibliographic citations, indexing and abstracts of relevant literature for input to
ASFA”

The serial publications (e.g. journals, monographic series etc.) currently monitored by the
ASFA Partners are listed in the ASFIS Reference Series publication entitled: "ASFIS-1,
Serials Monitored for the ASFIS Bibliographic Database
ftp:/ftp.fao.org/Fl/asfa/Monitoring_List/

5.1 COVERAGE

("coverage is defined within the ASFA Partnership as the extent (or completeness) to which the
documents falling under the subject scope of ASFA are being monitored in terms of: geographic
coverage, language coverage, time span of coverage, document type, and media coverage).

5.1.1 Policy regarding Geographic Coverage

The goal of ASFA is world-wide coverage* of the aquatic science literature and this is
reflected in the preamble to the ASFA Partnership Agreement.

“the publication Aguatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) was
originally established in 1970 by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), with the co-operation of a commercial publisher and
several national centres in order to provide an information system facilitating
access to world literature on aquatic sciences and fisheries”

The ASFA Partnership Agreement also states that the ASFA Partners are responsible
for covering the literature published in their own countries:

“National ASFA Partners shall be responsible for the monitoring of serials,
monographs and other information relevant to the scope of ASFA, published
in their own countries, and for preparing bibliographic citations, indexing and
abstracts of relevant literature for input to ASFA”

The ASFA Partnership currently includes 55 Partners: 4 UN Co-sponsoring ASFA
Partners, 9 International ASFA Partners, 1 Publishing ASFA Partner, and 41 National
ASFA Partners.

As one can see the Geographic coverage is limited, however some ASFA Partners also
prepare input for documents published outside their own geographical area (e.g. CSA and
FAO).

Note, it is an ongoing priority of the FAO ASFA Secretariat to expand the geographic
coverage of ASFA by increasing the participation of developing countries in ASFA .



"(note: during the apartheid period of South Africa’s history, FAO did not, according to
UN General Assembly policy, maintain or solicit official contacts. Currently this is the
policy with regard to Taiwan Province of China.

5.1.2 Policy regarding Language Coverage

Documents, published in any language (Latin Characters), may be processed as
input to the ASFA bibliographic database.

However, since the carrier language of ASFA is English, this has, to some extent,
discouraged the full participation in ASFA by some non-English speaking countries.

5.1.2.1 Carrier Language of the ASFA database is English

From its beginning, the carrier language of the ASFA bibliographic database has
been English with the exception of the title (see section 6.1.2.1.1 below) and more
recently the abstract (see section 6.1.2.1.2 below). Consequently, all ASFA
Partners are required to submit ASFA bibliographic input (or records) to the
Publisher of ASFA in English.

5.1.2.1.1 Title - All ASFA bibliographic records must contain an English
language title (this is a mandatory data element) regardless of the language of
text and title of the original document. In addition, a non-English document may
also include the original non-English title appearing on the document. Regarding
accented letters, Partners may submit input with or without accented letters in the
non-English titles, however for technical reasons, the records will not appear, for
the time being, with the accents when they are published in the ASFA journal or
database.

5.1.2.1.2 Abstract - At the 1995 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting there was
agreement on the need to include non-English abstracts in ASFA (Latin
characters only). This became effective in 1997 with the release-3 of the
ASFISIS/ODIN data entry software which is used in the preparation of ASFA
input in machine readable format.

ASFA Partners have the choice of submitting their ASFA input with either an
English abstract or a non-English abstract or both (an English abstract is strongly
recommended). Partners may submit input with or without accented letters in the
abstracts, however for technical reasons, the records will not appear, for the time
being, with the accents when they are published in the ASFA journal or database.

5.1.3 Policy regarding Time Span Coverage

- The first issue of the printed ASFA abstract journal was published in July 1971.

- The ASFA database was first computerised starting in 1978. However, during the
years 2001-2003 the pre-1978 ASFA records (76,765) were converted into
machine readable format and added to the computerized database.

- From time to time, the ASFA Advisory Board agreeds (for certain countries, subject
areas, and/or journal titles) to have prepared and added to the ASFA Database
references which “precede” the official starting year (1971) of the ASFA database.
For example, 700 references dealing with the Caspian Sea, for the period 1770-
1970, have been added to the database by the Russian ASFA Partner.

When new ASFA Partners join ASFA they must compile a list of serials from which they
will systematically identify articles and prepare input for inclusion in the ASFA
database.



New ASFA Partners usually start the coverage (i.e. preparation of ASFA input) of the
serial titles (and other non-serial literature) which they have identified and agreed to
monitor starting from the last published issue (i.e. the new material). In other words,
new ASFA Partners are not required to cover and to prepare input for serial titles
appearing on their monitoring list, with a date of publication prior to the date of their
becoming an ASFA Partner (i.e. they don’'t have to go back to Volume-1/Issue-1.
However, this is not a fixed rule - see section 5.1.3.2..

5.1.3.1 New ASFA Partners Coverage as regards Time Span

As stated above, new ASFA Partners are only required to start their coverage and
preparation of input beginning from the date of their joining the ASFA Partnership.
However, at the 1996 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting, the question as to “how far
back coverage and data input should go” was discussed. The Board agreed that
each case should be considered on an individual basis depending on: the value of
the information, the lack of information in the area covered by the new partner, and
the available financial resources.

Generally speaking, if a New (or existing) ASFA Partner decides to cover (input)
older material (back to 1971 which is the current or official beginning of the ASFA
system and machine readable file) it may do so. However, ASFA Publishing Partner
(for financial reasons) will process these records so that the records for documents
older than 5 years will be made to appear only in the ASFA database and not in the
printed ASFA journal. Records prepared for documents published within the last 5
years would be made to appear on both the ASFA database and in the printed
ASFA journals.

5.1.3.2 Coverage of older material and prior to 1971

At the 1996 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting, the importance of extending the
coverage of ASFA back to 1971 was mentioned (i.e. ASFA began in 1971 as a
paper journal, but was only computerized in 1978). The Board agreed that the
existing ASFA references (1971-1977) could eventually be input to ASFA (note: all
the paper ASFA journals (76,765 references) were eventually converted into
machine readable format by 2003 and added to the ASFA database).

Regarding the addition of older references to the ASFA database including those
preceding 1971 (i.e .the beginning of the ASFA system and database). At the 2002
ASFA Advisory Board Meeting, it was suggested that ASFA Partners consider going
back with input preparation to include the first volume/issue of journals which were
under their monitoring responsibility (as stated in the previous section Partners
when joining ASFA are only given responsible for monitoring of journals beginning
from the day they joined ASFA onwards.

Therefore some ASFA Partners, time and resources permitting, are now inputting, at
least their core journals, back to Volume 1/ issuel. In addition, there are a number
of initiatives underway by the ASFA Partners (paid for through the ASFA Trust
Fund) to include “older” references either by subject area or region. For example,
700 references dealing with the Caspian Sea, for the period 1770-1970, have been
added to the database by the Russian ASFA Partner. Two Latin American ASFA
Partners, Chile and Argentina, have plans to input references for the period 1955-
1980. The ASFA Partner in Kenya has put forward a proposal to input 6000
references from East Africa region.



Note. Partners desiring to cover (input) older material are requested to inform the
ASFA Board (via ASFA-Board-L) as to the type and quantity of such material (the
ASFA Board would then express their eventual opinion/approval). The ASFA
Publisher also stated that their eventual processing of the older material for inclusion
in the ASFA database would take second priority to the processing of the current
information.

5.1.4 Policy Regarding Coverage of Document Type

There is no particular policy aimed at restricting the type of documents covered for
ASFA. However, different document types (e.g. journal article, review article, cruise
report etc.) are abstracted and indexed differently in ASFA. See ASFIS-4, Guidelines
for Abstracting (ftp:/ftp.fao.org/fi/asfa/Abstracting_Guidelines/ ) for more information
on how to prepare abstracts for the different document types.

Note regarding Grey Literature - For scientists, grey literature is often
considered that literature produced without peer review. For librarians, grey
literature sometimes refers to literature which is not available through the usual
commercial book selling channels.

However one defines grey literature, its coverage or inclusion in ASFA is very
important. Therefore, ASFA Partners make every effort to monitor and prepare
input for this kind of literature, as long as there exists some reasonable possibility
for users to obtain a copy or photocopy of the original document. ASFA Partners
are encouraged to include a location or availability statement in the "Notes" field
of the ASFA record when the bibliographic citation does not contain sufficient
information to obtain the document.

5.1.5 Policy regarding Media Coverage e.g. paper journals, electronic journals etc.

All publications, in whatever media or format they are issued, may be processed as
input to the ASFA database.

The ASFA data input worksheet contains a field in which the Physical Medium of the
publication can be reported (e.g. cassette tape; CD Recordable; CD Rewritable;
CDROM/Laser/Optical; Diskette; Films; Internet; Magnetic tape; Minidisc; Slides; Video
Cassette). There is also a field for URL address and DOI address. The E-mail address
of an author can also be included in an ASFA Record.

Coverage is one of the measures of quality of a bibliographic database (the other two
measures are accuracy and timeliness), and therefore it is in the common interest of the
ASFA Partnership to expand and to improve continually the coverage of ASFA in all subject
areas within the defined subject scope of ASFA.

(FAQ note by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org) , updated January 2009)




6. WHAT ARE THE ASFA TRUST FUND and THE ASFA TRUST FUND PROPOSAL?
1. WHAT IS THE ASFA TRUST FUND?

1.1 The ASFA Trust Fund is the collective property of the ASFA Partners. It was created and
is maintained through the accumulation of royalties made from the sale of the ASFA
products. FAO holds the funds (deposited in FAQ) on behalf of the ASFA Partners.

1.2 The commercial Publisher of ASFA (ProQuest) is the major financial contributor to the
ASFA Trust Fund.

o The deposits, balance, and projects underway etc. are reported as accurately (and as
transparently as possible) at each ASFA Advisory Board Meeting by the FAO ASFA
Secretariat ( http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/boardrep.asp ).

e The amount of money (or Royalties) paid into the ASFA Trust Fund for commercial
use of the ASFA information products and services is negotiated between FAO and
the ProQuest (the details are contained in the Publishing Agreement between FAO
and ProQuest.

2. WHAT IS AN ASFA TRUST FUND PROPOSAL (to be funded from the ASFA Trust Fund)?

2.1 ASFA Trust Fund proposals are small projects suggested by the ASFA Partners dealing
with the development and maintenance of the ASFA system.

2.2 Atthe 1993 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting (pg7 and annex lll), the Board agreed that
the Trust Fund should be used to support project/activities dealing with:

e Development of Tools*,
e Capacity Building*,

e Training, and

e Special Projects

*(with priority being given to development of tools and capacity building)

At the 1997 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting (pg.17 and Annex 32 of Meeting Report ), the
Board agreed also to use the Trust Fund:

e To support the participation of ASFA Partners at the ASFA Board Meetings by
participants from economically developing countries or from countries in transition to a
market economy [the allocated sum was to be adjusted at each year's Meeting].

At the 2002 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting (pg. 18, item-13.3 of 2002 Meeting Report), the
Board agreed that requests for Trust Fund proposals from non-ASFA Partners would not be
accepted and that requests attendance to Meetings (other than the ASFA Board Meeting)
would not be supported. (see next paragraph)

At the 2007 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting (pg. 31, item 13.3.4 of 2007 Meeting Report), the
Board Agreed to a temporary “waiver” to the policy expressed in the preceding paragraph as
regards honoring requests coming from non ASFA Partners. The Board agreed to allow the
IAMSLIC Executive Board to submit project proposals (of mutual benefit to ASFA) to the
ASFA Board for its approval. The “waiver” includes the setting aside $14 000 a year from the
ASFA Trust Fund for the project proposals submitted by the IAMSLIC Executive Board. Such
Trust Fund project proposals would be subject to voting approval by the ASFA Partners and
this would be for a trial period of 2 years.

All ASFA Trust Fund proposals are circulated to the ASFA Board for approval (when
approved, the ASFA Secretariat contracts the work using FAO's official financial instruments
(e.g. contracts, Letters of Agreement, etc.). (see next item)



3. FORMAT FOR PRESENTING PROPOSALS FOR APPROVAL BY BOARD

At the 1993 ASFA Advisory Board Meeting (pg.7 and Annex Ill), the Board agreed that Trust
Fund proposals should be presented to the FAO ASFA Secretariat in the form of a written
proposal containing the following information:

Title

Background

Justification

Activities

Schedule of implementation
Proposed budget

The proposals are then to be distributed (by the ASFA Secretariat) to Board Members for
evaluation and/or voting (see item-4).

4. THE APPROVAL PROCESS

Voting procedure:

According to the recommendations agreed by the ASFA Board at the 2002 and 2003 ASFA
Advisory Board Meeting (pg. 18, item-13.3, 2002 Report and pg. 23 item 13.1, 2003 Report)
the "Procedures for voting on inter-sessional ASFA Trust Fund Proposals” are as follows:

1. There will be a 2 week (14 day) period of time to vote, (and, if at the end of 2 weeks,
a gquorum has not been reached, the voting period will be extended for another 2
weeks).

2. There must be a minimum quorum of one third of the ASFA Partners [i.e. 1/3
of the ASFA Partners must reply by e-mail].

3. The majority of the votes received (having reached the [1/3 voting] quorum) decides
the issue.

4. If no quorum is reached, the proposal may be presented again at a later date - for
another vote.

5. There will be no limit to the amount of money involved in the inter-sessional
proposal.

6. The vote will not be secret.

Important: All ASFA Trust Fund proposals are circulated to the ASFA Advisory Board
for approval. The FAO ASFA Secretariat does not approve/fund proposals that have not
been voted on by the ASFA Advisory Board.

(FAQ note is by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org) updated January 2009)



7. TERMS AND DEFINITIONS RELATED TO THE ASFA BIBLIOGRAPHIC
DATABASE AND ASFA INPUT PREPARATION

This List of “terms and definitions" is intended to assist one in understanding the terminology used in the
"ASFA system" (in particular, the terms related to the data input of bibliographic references into the ASFA
database).The definitions do not necessarily conform to "official" or "standard" definitions used in
library/information science.

1. DATABASE (database-record-field-documentary unit)

The ASFA "database" is a collection of "records" (or bibliographic references) dealing with the
aguatic sciences. The database is made available in various formats: 1) in machine readable format
(ASFA CD-ROM, magnetic tapes, Internet); and 2) in printed format (ASFA abstracts journals).

Record and Field - The "record"” is the basic unit of storage and retrieval of information in the
ASFA Database. The data or information contained in a “record” is organized into separate “fields”
and sometimes “sub-fields” (e.g. “title field”, “author field”, “abstract field” etc.). The data or
information contained in a single “record” are self-sufficient in describing or identifying a single
“documentary unit” (e.g. a book, a journal article, a report, etc.).

Each “ASFA record” contains (within its fields) the following data:
- adetailed bibliographic citation (see item 3 below),
- an abstract (see item 6 below), and
- aset of indexing terms (i.e. subject categories and descriptors and sometimes identifiers)
(see item 5 below).

2. INPUT (input-worksheet—bibliographic level—pick-list)

The ASFA Partners prepare ASFA input (or records) using the specially designed “worksheets* for
data entry which are contained in the www-ISIS-ASFA software.

We use the word "input" as both a "noun" and a "verb". As a noun, it is a synonym for "ASFA records"
(as in the phrase: "please send your ASFA "input" to the publisher by ftp or as a zipped e-mail
attachment"). As a verb, we use "input" to mean the action of "entering" data into a field (as in the
phrase "you should "input" the author's name in the Author field). Note also that the people preparing
ASFA "input" (records) are sometimes referred to as ASFA "inputters".

Worksheet/s (contained in the www-ISIS-ASFA software) -To create an ASFA record for inclusion
in the ASFA database, one must type or "input" the bibliographic data elements (e.g. title, author
name/s etc.) into the "fields" making up the "worksheet". There are 6 worksheets called AS, AM,
AMS, M, MS, C. (the choice of which worksheet to use for data input depends on the type of
document being input, i.e. the number of “bibliographic levels” required to describe the
documents). Each worksheet is composed of 7 pages. The fields to enter the abstracting and
indexing data elements are the same in all the worksheets. Some of the fields are linked to "pick-
lists" (see below) to assist one in data entry.

Bibliographic level — This term refers to the level/s at which a primary document is analysed
and catalogued. The worksheet used to create new ASFA records is chosen in relation to the
number of bibliographic levels that are needed to describe a given documentary unit. In ASFA,
we recognize 4 bibliographic levels (Analytic, Monographic, Serial, and Collective). These levels
are combined or used individually to create six different ASFA worksheets (AS, AM, AMS, M,
MS, C).

Pick-list — This is a list of terms which is associated or linked to some of the fields appearing in the
worksheets with the purpose of assisting you in data entry. The pick-list (when present) appears
when you <click> on the BROWSE button next to the field. Terms in the various lists (e.g. serial
titles, subject descriptors, taxonomic descriptors etc.) may be selected from the "pick-list” for
automatic entry into the data field by <clicking> on the box next to the term and then <clicking> on
the APPEND and/or REPLACE buttons.

3. BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION

The information contained in the ASFA Record which describes the “physical” or “cataloguing” content of
the documentary unit (i.e. the title, the author, the author affiliation, the volume and issue number etc.).
This information facilitates the retrieval of the documentary unit when searching and the location of the
documentary unit in a library or document repository.



4. INDEXING AND ABSTRACT

The information contained in the ASFA Record which describes the “intellectual” or “conceptual” content
of the documentary unit (i.e. the subject of the document). This information facilitates the retrieval of the
documentary unit in a library or document repository when searching by subject.

5. INDEXING (indexing-indexing for ASFA-journal allocation-subject categories-descriptors-identifiers-cross references)

Indexing - Operation destined to represent the results of the analysis of a document by elements of a
documentary or a natural language, usually to facilitate retrieval (ISO 5127/3 a) -1981).

Indexing for ASFA means: to analyse the document and to identify the subject contents (concepts), and
then to describe the subject content using standardized ASFA indexing terms (i.e. “Subject
Categories” from ASFIS Subject Categories and Scope Descriptions (ASFIS-2) and descriptors from:
ASFIS Thesaurus (ASFIS-6), ASFIS Geographic Authority List (ASFIS-7), FAO Standard Common
Names and Scientific Names of Commercial Species). Indexing for ASFA also requires allocation of a
record to one or more of the printed ASFA journals (referred to as “Journal allocation” below) and
sometimes the assigning of "identifiers" which are non-controlled terms. Finally, the indexing terms must
be input in machine readable format using the www-ISIS-ASFA software.

Analysis - the operation of investigating the “whole” with the aim of finding out its essential parts and
their relationships to each other. Indexing is based on the analysis of the content of a document.

Journal Allocation - the process of assigning a code (journal allocation code) to a record being prepared
as input to ASFA. The journal allocation code determines in which of the 3 printed ASFA abstracts
journals (ASFA-1, ASFA-2, ASFA-3) the record will be published. A record may be allocated to appear in
more than one of the ASFA journals. The journal allocation codes are (Q1l, Q2, and Q5). Journal
allocation codes are entered in the "Journal allocation” field of the www-ISIS-ASFA data entry worksheet.

Subject Categories - In the ASFA Subject Categorization scheme, the sphere of "Aquatic Sciences" (as
defined by ASFA) is subdivided by subjects into 253 subject categories (and corresponding codes) . The
subject categories are used: 1) to define the overall subject scope of ASFA, 2) to assign records to
appear in one or more of the ASFA abstracts journals, 3) to arrange records in the body of the ASFA
journals, and 4) to assist in the retrieval of records from the ASFA database. The indexer assigns subject
categories (the corresponding codes) to each record being prepared as input to ASFA. The ASFA subject
categories are listed, together with a detailed scope note for each category, in ASFIS Subject Categories
and Scope Descriptions (ASFIS-2). The ASFA subject categories are also included as a pick-list in the
www-ISIS-ASFA software. Subject category codes are entered in the "Subject category" field of the www-
ISIS-ASFA data entry worksheet.

Descriptors - are the terms which have been accepted by the system for describing a concept and are
therefore used in indexing and for retrieval. Sometimes they are called "permitted” or "authorized" Terms.

Subject Descriptors - are terms permitted for use in indexing a document for ASFA (they are
contained in the ASFIS Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Thesaurus (ASFIS-6). These terms may also
be used in the retrieval of records from the computerized ASFA database and printed ASFA journals.
The ASFA thesaurus currently contains more than 6,500 (permitted) descriptors and 3,500
(unauthorized or forbidden) terms. The terms contained in the ASFIS Thesaurus are also included as
a pick-list in the www-ISIS-ASFA software. Subject descriptors are entered in the "Subject descriptors"
field of the www-ISIS-ASFA data entry worksheet.

Taxonomic descriptors - are the scientific (Latin) names of individual organisms (i.e. species) and/or
the higher taxonomic groups to which they belong (e.g. Phylum, Order, Family etc.). The scientific
names used in a document by the author can generally be retained as indexing terms and entered into
the system directly as Taxonomic Descriptors. However, common, local or vernacular names, used in
the text of a document, must be converted into their corresponding Latin form before being used as
index terms (consult the document being indexed and the FAO Standard Common Names and
Scientific Names of Commercial Species). The terms contained in FAO Standard Common Names
and Scientific Names of Commercial Species are also included as a pick-list in the www-ISIS-ASFA
software. Taxonomic descriptors are entered in the "Taxonomic descriptors" field of the www-ISIS-
ASFA data entry worksheet.

Geographic descriptors - are those geographic terms, selected from the ASFIS Geographic
Authority List (ASFIS-7), which describe an area or feature important to the paper being indexed. Not
all the geographic locations in the world are listed in (ASFIS-7) therefore the indexer may construct the
necessary terms using the structure or base terms found in (ASFIS-7). The terms contained in (ASFIS-
7) are also included as a pick-list in the www-ISIS-ASFA Data Entry software. Geographic descriptors
are entered in the "Geographic descriptors" field of the www-ISIS-ASFA data entry worksheet.



Identifiers - are terms not appearing in the ASFIS Thesaurus. It is sometimes necessary to supplement
the "permitted" or "controlled" subject descriptors (i.e. terms appearing in the Thesaurus) with
"uncontrolled" terms (i.e. terms not appearing in the ASFIS Thesaurus). The "Identifiers" are not used as
lead terms (or entry points) in the ASFA printed indexes and are only used sparingly. Identifiers are
entered in the "Identifiers" field of the www-ISIS-ASFA data entry worksheet.

Cross-references - if a document falls within the scope description of two (or more) of either the ASFA-1,
ASFA-2, or ASFA-3 subject categories, it may be assigned additional (cross-reference) subject
categories. Cross-reference subject categories are entered in the "Secondary (X-ref) classifications
codes" field of the www-ISIS-ASFA data entry worksheet.

6. ABSTRACT (abstract-abstracting-analysis)

Abstract - the term abstract signifies an abbreviated, accurate representation of the contents of a
document, without added interpretation or criticism and without distinction as to who wrote the abstract
(from 1SO 214-1976 E).

Abstracting - consists of analyzing or assessing the original document and then selecting significant
information and presenting it in condensed form, with precision and brevity. The Abstractor is an
individual who skilfully writes or edits abstracts.

Analysis - the operation of investigating the “whole” with the aim of finding out its essential parts and
their relationships to each other. Abstracting is based on the analysis of the content of a document.

7. ASFA MONITORING LIST

The official title is “Serials Monitored for the ASFIS Bibliographic Database”. It is the Master file containing
all the “Serials” publications monitored for the ASFA Bibliographic Database by the ASFA Partners and is
available as a pick-list in the “Serial title field” of the data entry software www-ISIS-ASFA. The master file
is maintained by FAO, which periodically provides the ASFA Partners with an updated version to be
incorporated in the www-ISIS-ASFA software.

8. ISIS (Mini-Micro CDS/ISIS / I1SIS / CDS-ISIS / MINISIS / ASFISIS / www-ISIS / www-ISIS-ASFA / Input / ISO file)

Mini-Micro CDS/ISIS software is a database management program for the storage and retrieval of
textual information. It is a member of the ISIS family (Integrated Set of Information Systems). ISIS was
developed by the International Labour Office in 1964 to run on a mainframe computer (IBM 360). In the
late seventies, it was re-written to become CDS/ISIS. By 1978, the International Development Research
Centre (IDRC) had designed MINISIS, an ISIS version that can operate on mini-computers (HP 3000). By
1986, UNESCO had issued an ISIS version for use on micro-computers (IBM PC or compatible). All ISIS
versions are designed to store and retrieve variable length textual information. All ISIS members are
functionally compatible. The Micro CDS/ISIS software is maintained by UNESCO, Division of Software
Development and Applications, 7 Place de Fontenoy, 75700, Paris, France.

e ASFISIS is a DOS application based on Mini-Micro CDS/ISIS developed by Dr. Egbert DeSmet for
the preparation of ASFA input. It was first released to ASFA Partners in January 1995. The current
version (release-3) was issued in September 1998.

e The www-ISIS-ASFA software application was developed by ICIE with strong support from FIDI,
FAO. It is based on the the www-ISIS software (not the same as the BIREME WWWISIS software)
which was developed by ICIE and CC (Poland) with the cooperation and support of FAO (Waicent).
It is implemented as a CGIl program. Access to the ISIS databases is achieved by BIREME's
software ISIS-DLL, which is an API for ISIS databases in the Windows environment.

o The www-ISIS-ASFA software was released to ASFA Partners in October 2002. ASFA
Partners may use this software of the DOS based ASFISIS to prepare ASFA input.

= Input of ASFA data using the www-ISIS-ASFA or ASFISIS software - the data
elements making up the bibliographic description (cataloguing information, abstract and
indexing) of documents being prepared as input to the ASFA database are entered on
specifically designed worksheets for machine-readable input using the www-ISIS-ASFA
or ASFISIS software.

ISO file: ISO 2709 is an international standard for data interchange. When ASFA
records are exported from www-ISIS-ASFA or ASFISIS (to be sent to the ASFA Publisher
for inclusion in the master ASFA database file) they are exported as a file in ISO 2709
format. The file name always contains the extension *.ISO. Thus we will sometimes refer
to the files containing ASFA records as “ISO” file.

(FAQ note is by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org), updated January 2009)
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8. WHAT ARE THE ASFA INFORMATION PRODUCTS AND SERVICES?

The Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) Bibliographic Database is the
principal information product produced through the cooperative efforts of the international
network of ASFA Partners (http://www.fao.org/fishery/asfa/3/en) and a commercial ASFA
Publishing Partner, ProQuest (http://www.proquest.co.uk/en-UK/products/brands/pl_csa.shtml).
The ASFA database contains more than 1.3 million bibliographic references (or records) to
the world's aquatic science literature accessioned since 1971 (for some journals and/or
subject areas the coverage precedes 1971).

The ASFA Database is made available to the ASFA Partners, free of charge, for use as a
source of data in local, national or regional information services. It is also made available to
the general public via commercial subscription from the ASFA Publisher, ProQuest and from
a few other commercial providers. Note, there is also an FAO initiative (see FAQ-9) to
provide the ASFA Information products (free of charge) to Low Income Food Deficit
Countries (LIFDC).

The ASFA Database is available in the following media and formats:

1. ASFA Printed Abstracts Journals (from 1971)

e ASFA-1, Biological Sciences and Living Resources - Covers all aspects of
marine, freshwater, and brackish water organisms and environments including:
information on biology and ecology of aquatic organisms, exploitation of living
resources (fisheries), and related legal, policy, and socio-economic issues. (Monthly:
22,000 referencesl/year).

e ASFA-2, Ocean Technology, Policy and Non-Living Resources - Covers physical
and chemical oceanography and limnology, marine geophysics, and geochemistry,
marine technology, ocean policy and non-living marine resources. (Bimonthly: 9,600
references/year).

e ASFA-3, Aquatic Pollution and Environmental Quality - Covers marine, brackish
and freshwater pollution and environmental quality. (Bimonthly: 6,600
referencesl/year).

The ASFA printed journals are distributed in limited quantities (as entitlements)
to the ASFA Partners. They are also made available to the public on a
subscription basis from the Publishing ASFA Partner, (ProQuest)..

2. ASFA Computer-searchable media and formats (coverage from 1971)

e ASFA database on CD-ROM/DVD published by ProQuest - The ASFA Database
on CD-ROM and DVD is published quarterly, and in limited quantities for special
purposes (e.g. as entitlements to the ASFA Partners). It is not generally available to
the public.

e Databases for local tape load - Monthly updates to the ASFA Database are
distributed on magnetic tape to a number of the ASFA Partners in ISO 2709 format.
The tapes are also made available to the public on a subscription basis from the
Publishing ASFA Partner (ProQuest). The database tapes can be loaded on
mainframes, mini-computers, UNIX systems, VAX systems and microcomputers
using a magnetic tape reader or an IBM cartridge reader.

(FAQ note is by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org), updated January 2009)




9. WHAT IS THE PROJECT TO SUPPLY THE ASFA DATABASE (FREE OF
CHARGE) TO LOW INCOME FOOD DEFICIT COUNTRIES (LIFDC)? AND HOW
TO PARTICIPATE

1. The Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) Bibliographic Database is the
principal information product produced through the cooperative efforts of the international
network of ASFA Partners (http://www.fao.org/fishery/asfa/3/en) and a commercial ASFA
Publishing Partner (ProQuest). The database contains approximately 1 million bibliographic
references (or records) to the world's aquatic science literature accessioned since 1971.
(see preceding FAQs for a detailed description of “What is ASFA?")

As a rule, the ASFA Database is made available, free of charge, only to the ASFA Partners,
(for use as a source of data in local, national or regional information services). To non ASFA
Partners (i.e. the general public), the database is made available, via commercial
subscription , from the ASFA Publisher, (ProQuest) and from a few other commercial
providers licensed through ProQuest.

2. The project to supply the ASFA Database (free of charge) to Low Income Food
Deficit Countries (LIFDC) is an attempt to provide access to the ASFA database to those
Institutes that cannot join ASFA and/or that cannot afford the commercial subscription price
to ASFA. The project is limited to institutes in LIFDC countries, because of the commercial
nature of the ASFA partnership. (see footnote for more details regarding History of initiative)

The project began in 1999 and was originally limited to providing only the ASFA CD-ROM to
institutes only in Africa. The project was subsequently enlarged to include all LIFDC
countries and also to include access to the ASFA database via Internet (albeit many LIFDC
countries institutes do not have the necessary internet connectivity)

Initial contact with institutes was made by mailing these institutions an information sheet
giving details of the initiative and requesting interested institutions to complete a
guestionnaire (see section-3 below).

For institutes in LIFDC countries in Africa, the number of institutions accessing ASFA
under this initiative is around 40.

For the rest of the world ASFA LIFDC project, including both those receiving ASFA on
CD-ROM and those receiving it via Internet, the total number of recipients (other than
Africa) is around 20.

It should be noted that a number of Institutes (close to 10), as a result of this project, have
joined the ASFA Partnership (i.e. they submit ASFA bibliographic references to the ASFA
database for the aquatic science literature published in their country. In return, they receive
the ASFA information products as a result of their membership in ASFA and not as a result of
the LIFDC project).

[Historical Note regarding this project: The initiative to distribute the ASFA database, free of
charge, to Low Income Food Deficit Countries (LIFDC) was originally proposed and drafted by Richard
Pepe (Editor-in-Chief ASFA, FAO) based on the main premise that information should be made
available to those who need it, and not only to those who can afford to buy it (notwithstanding this
premise, it was also necessary to safeguard, to some extent, the commercial interests of the private
sector ASFA Publishing Partner, since ASFA is an agreed joint venture between a commercial
publisher and FAO/ASFA). The proposal was first presented to the ASFA Partners and to the
commercial publisher by David Ardill (then Chief of FIDI,FAO) and Richard Pepe (FAO) at the 1997
ASFA Advisory Board Meeting in Poland and it was finally approved/accepted at the 1998 ASFA
Board Meeting in Rome. The subsequent Chief of FIDI (now called FIES), Richard Grainger, has
maintained strong and ongoing support for this initiative. The project, from its beginning to date, has
been carried out by Hilary Cochrane (consultant-FAO) under the supervision of Richard Pepe
(ASFA/FAO).



3. HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN FAO/ASFA LIFDC PROJECT (send us areply to the letter
below if you want to be considered for participation in the project)

Letter of Introduction to Project

Dear Director of Institute/Library/Information Centre,

In 1999 in order to further promote the distribution of fisheries and aquaculture information,
and to enhance the coverage of this literature in ASFA, the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations (FAQO) began a project to distribute, free of charge, the
Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) bibliographic database on CD-ROM
(including the quarterly updates) to Low-Income-Food-Deficit Countries (LIFDC) in Africa.
The free ASFA CD-ROMs were sent to a number of fisheries institutions in various countries
in Africa for an initial period of two years and is now continuing for a further indefinite period.

We are always trying to extend the coverage of this project to institutions in other low-
income-food-deficit countries worldwide. Access to ASFA would be offered, free-of-charge,
either on CD-ROM or via Internet. The purpose of this letter to you is to ascertain
whether or not your institution is interested in participating in this project.

We only ask recipients of the free ASFA database for a commitment to monitor (report on)
the use of the ASFA database within their institute, and also, if possible, to provide an
information retrieval service within the country to those institutions which do not receive
ASFA (in other words, if you receive a request for a bibliographic search from outside your
institute, you would search the ASFA database and send them the results of the search).

A further objective of this project is to increase the coverage (i.e. inclusion) of aquatic
sciences and fisheries literature in the ASFA database. An increase in the coverage of
literature from developing countries would in turn increase the relevance of ASFA to these
countries, which would then be able to access relevant information on common experiences
and problems. Institutions participating in this ASFA LIFDC project should insure that their
county’s aquatic science related publications are sent to FAO for inclusion in the ASFA
database. NOTE. in the future, you (i.e. your Institute) may consider becoming an ASFA
Partner in which case you would then be directly responsible for preparing the bibliographic
references to the aquatic science literature published in your country and for their submission
to the ASFA Publisher for inclusion in the ASFA database (the guidelines, software and
training to produce ASFA bibliographic references would be provided to you by FAO).

If your institution is interested in participating in the FAO/ASFA LIFDC project to receive the
ASFA database free, you will find a short questionnaire attached to this letter (below). Please
fill in the questionnaire and return it to the address below, either by post or by email. Please
also supply the names of contact people at the institution and particularly in your
library/information section with whom we can communicate in future, and ensure that the
address and other contact information is correct. It is important to indicate which type of
access to the ASFA database you prefer (either on CD-ROM or via Internet).

As postal deliveries are sometimes irregular, the ASFA CD-ROMs are usually sent via
dipliomatic pouch to the FAO office in each country, for collection by the relevant institution.
Please let us know if this is your preferred method of delivery or whether you want to receive
the CD-ROMs directly by mail (see question 14 below).

If you have any questions about this project or would like to suggest any other institution
which might be interested in participating, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Hilary Cochrane or Richard Pepe

ASFA

Fisheries Information, Data and Statistics Unit

Fisheries Department

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00100 Rome

Italy

Email: richard.pepe@fao.org / Email: Hilary.Cochrane@fao.org




Questionnaire: Please complete and return to FAO :

Preference:

CD-ROM or Internet

A) Organisation details

1)
2)
3)
4)

Full name of institution:

Affiliation:
Address:
Telephone no: Telex no:
Fax no: Email address:

B) Library/Information section details

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)
9)

Departmental name:
Name of Librarian/Documentalist:
Qualifications and /or training:

Person to contact for future communication on this matter:
Telephone no: Telex no:
Fax no: Email address:

Does the library have access to: Internet?  Yes/No
WWW ? Yes/no

Subjects covered in your library and by the institution you serve:
Main areas of interest of users:

Marine environment and/or Freshwater/inland : ...........cccccovvivvevenneeenn,
MaIN SUDJECE ArAS: ...eeiiiiiiiiei ettt

(choose from: Aquaculture, Fisheries management, Fish biology, Statistics,
Stock assessment, Socio-economic aspects, Legal aspects, Fishing technology, Other )

Computer facilities (number, type, memory capacity):

CD-Rom reader: Yes/no

Other institutions, libraries and networks which would have access to ASFA or ASFA
searches via your library:

Experience in database searching:
Software used:

12) Training (facilities):

13) Publications of the library:
14) Preferred method of delivery of CD-ROMs:

e Through FAO office
e Directly by mail
e Other

(FAQ note is by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.orqg), updated January 2009)




10. HOW TO GAIN ACCESS THE ASFA DATABASE?

The Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) Bibliographic Database is the
principal information product produced through the cooperative efforts of the international
network of ASFA Partners (http://www.fao.org/fishery/asfa/l,1/en) and a commercial ASFA
Publisher  ProQuest  (http://www.proguest.co.uk/en-UK/products/brands/pl csa.shtml.  The
database contains more than 1 million bibliographic references (or records) to the world's
aquatic science literature accessioned since 1971. (see FAQ-1, “What is ASFA?”
ftp://ftp.fao.org/Fl/asfa/fag/fagl e.pdf).

- General Public: Access to the ASFA Bibliographic Database, by the General Public, is
available through subscription from the commercial ASFA Publisher ProQuest or from one of
the ProQuest licensed providers (contact ProQuest for a list)

- Low Income Food Deficit Countries (LIFDC): There is a FAO/ASFA project initiative
underway to provide free access to the ASFA Bibliographic Database to selected institutes in
LIFDC countries. See section-1, below, for a brief description of this initiative (for a detailed
description including instructions on “how to apply” for access to the ASFA Bibliographic
database under this initiative see FAQ-9 (ftp://ftp.fao.org/Fl/asfa/fag/faq9 _e.pdf) .

- ASFA Partner institutes/organizations: By rule, access to the ASFA Bibliographic
Database by participating ASFA Partner institutes/organizations is free (see section-2, below,
for a brief description).

1. FAO/ASFA Low Income Food Deficit Country (LIFDC) Project

The FAO/ASIA project initiative to supply the ASFA Bibliographic Database (free of charge)
to institutes in Low Income Food Deficit Countries (LIFDC) is an attempt to provide access to
the ASFA database to those Institutes that cannot join ASFA and/or that cannot afford the
commercial subscription price to ASFA. Eligibility to benefit from this project initiative is
limited to institutes in LIFDC countries (http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/lifdc.asp?lang=en ).

The project began in 1999 and was originally limited to providing only the ASFA CD-ROM to
institutes only in Africa. The project was subsequently enlarged to include all LIFDC
countries and also to include access to the ASFA database via Internet (albeit many LIFDC
countries institutes do not have the necessary internet connectivity)

Initial contact with institutes was made by mailing these institutions an information sheet
giving details of the Iinitiative and requesting interested institutions to complete a
questionnaire (see FAQ-9 - ftp://ftp.fao.org/Fl/asfa/fag/faq9 _e.pdf).

For institutes in LIFDC countries in Africa, the number of institutions accessing ASFA
under this initiative is currently around 40.

For the rest of the world ASFA LIFDC project, including both those receiving ASFA on
CD/DVD-ROM and those receiving it via Internet, the total number of recipients (other
than Africa) is currently around 30.

It should be noted that a number of Institutes (7 to date), as a result of this project, have
joined the ASFA Partnership (i.e. they submit ASFA bibliographic references to the ASFA
database for the aquatic science literature published in their country. In return, they receive
the ASFA information products as a result of their membership in ASFA and not as a result of
the LIFDC project).

For details on how to apply for access to the ASFA Bibliographic Database through the
FAO/ASFA LIFDC project initiative see FAQ-9 (ftp://ftp.fao.org/Fl/asfa/fag/faq9 _e.pdf)




2. ASFA Partners

On joining ASFA, institutes sign a Partnership Agreement with FAO
(ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai522e/ai522e00.pdf) which describes the responsibilities
and entitlements of being an ASFA Partner. Free access to the ASFA Bibliographic database
is an entitlement due to all the ASFA Partner institutes/organizations who are actively
submitting input (bibliographic references) to the ASFA database. Free access to the
database is considered as an entitlement (or recompense) for the ASFA Partner’s efforts and
expense in preparing and submitting references for inclusion in the ASFA database. For
information on applying to become an ASFA Parther see FAQs- 2
(ftp://ftp.fao.org/Fl/asfa/fag/fag2_e.pdf)

(FAQ note is by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org), updated January 2009)




11. WHAT DOES AN ASFA BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCE LOOK LIKE?

This is one example of an ASFA bibliographic reference. It was retrieved from the ASFA
Bibliographic Database which is hosted on the ProQuest/CSA ILLUMINA website. In particular, this is
the one millionth ASFA reference which was added to the ASFA database! The reference was
prepared by the ASFA Partner in France, Ifremer, in October 2005.

Database ASFA: Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts
Title Morphological and molecular tests of the phylogenetic hypotheses of the Clupeomorpha (Teleostei).

Original Title Tests morphologiques et moleculaires des hypotheses de phylogenie des Clupeomorpha (Teleostei)

Author Zaragueta Bagils, R*
Source MNHN, Paris (France). 534 pp. 2002.
Descriptors ™ Cladistics ™ Taxonomy ™ Phylogeny ™ Clupeomorpha

Abstract: The cladistic concept of character is loosely defined and every systematicist seems to have its own. The formalisation of the
concept of character proposed here makes the distinction between the source of the conjectures of homology and their validation,
abandoning ancestor-descendant relationships and abductive interpretation. Three-taxon analysis maximises the homology as defined here,
the severity of the test of congruence and the precision of the method. The retention index, the only relevant measure of fit, is used in two
original approaches. NoiseSnapper allows the detection of noise in cladistic analysis by identifying the threshold under which characters
have no explanatory power. The second application deals with the problem of the fit of cladograms to stratigraphy. All the hitherto defined
indices are refuted and a new hierarchical fit index (HIFI) is proposed. A third development is the application of the analysis of saturation to
morphological data that allows the detection of artefacts caused by long-branch attraction and by missing data optimization. In the second
part of this work, the methodological results are applied to the phylogenetic hypothesis of the Clupeomorpha. The molecular test shows that
Clupeomorpha and Ostariophysi are sister-groups and proposes a redefinition of the Protacanthopterygii, with a sister-group relationship
between esocoids and salmonids. The morphological test resolves the relationships between the most inclusive clades of the Clupeomorpha
and redefines the Ellimmichthyiformes.

Original Abstract: La notion de caractere utilisee en analyse cladistique est vague et propre a chaque systematicien. La formalisation du
caractere proposee ici distingue la generation des conjectures d'homologie de leur validation et evacue les relations d'ancetre a descendant et
le raisonnement abductif. L'analyse a trois taxons maximise I'nomologie ainsi formalisee, la severite du test de congruence et la precision de
la methode. L'indice de retention, seule mesure d'ajustement pertinente, est utilise dans deux applications originales. NoiseSnapper permet la
detection du bruit en analyse cladistique en fixant le seuil d'ajustement a partir duquel le contenu explicatif des caracteres est nul. La
deuxieme application concerne le probleme de I'ajustement des cladogrammes a la stratigraphie. Les indices existants sont refutes et une
nouvelle mesure d'ajustement hierarchique est proposee, le HIFI (Hierarchical Fit Index). Un troisieme developpement est I'application de
I'analyse de saturation aux donnees morphologiques, qui permet de detecter des artefacts d'attraction de longues branches et d'optimisation des
donnees manquantes. Dans une deuxieme partie de ce travail, les resultats methodologiques obtenus sont appliques aux hypotheses de
phylogenie des Clupeomorpha. Le test moleculaire montre que les Clupeomorpha constituent le groupe frere des Ostariophysi et propose une
redefinition des Protacanthopterygii, avec une relation de groupe frere entre les esocoides et les salmonides. Le test morphologique, qui inclut
un grand nombre de taxons fossiles, permet de resoudre les relations entre les clades les plus inclusifs de Clupeomorpha et de redefinir les
Ellimmichthyiformes.

Corporate Author Museum Natl. d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris (France)

Notes Physical medium: Printed matter; Author's Degree: Thesis (Systematique et Paleontologie)
Publisher MNHN, Paris (France)

Language French

Summary Language  English; French

Publication Year 2002

Publication Type Book Monograph; Dissertation

Environmental Regime Marine
Input Center, ASFA  IF0500106

Classification Q1 01345 Genetics and evolution
Update 200502
Subfile ASFA 1: Biological Sciences & Living Resources

Accession Number 6147007

(FAQ note is by Richard Pepe ( richard.pepe@fao.org), January 2009)




13. WHAT ARE ASFA “INPUT CENTER CODES”?

Below, in the left hand column is a list of all the ASFA Partner organizations. In the right hand
column, are the two letter ASFA Input Center Codes which correspond to or represent each
ASFA Partner. Each ASFA record appearing in the ASFA database includes a field which
contains the "Input Center Code”, therefore, for each record on the database , one can
identify the ASFA Partner organization responsible for preparing that record.

The field containing the “Input Center Code” is called “Input Center, ASFA” and it is always followed
by a number, for example:

Input Center, ASFA MX0600192

The “MX”, in the example above, is the two letter “Input Center Code” and it represents the ASFA
Partner in Mexico (UNAM). The “06” refers to the year that the record was submitted to the database
by UNAM and the number “192” refers to the number of records prepared by UNAM up to and
including that record for that year (therefore in the above example, the 192 refers to the 192" record
prepared by Mexican ASFA Partner during the year 2006). One can limit a search in the ASFA
database to Input Center Code only (for example a search of: TR=MX05* would retrieve all records
prepared and submitted to the database by UNAM in 2005), however because there were a number
of years in which the ASFA records did not contain the two letter Input Center Codes, such a search
would not be an accurate means to identifying the total number of records prepared by any given
ASFA Partner. Note, in some cases the Input Center Codes correspond to well known standard ISO
standard abbreviations and sometimes they do not. This is because many years back when we started
assigning these codes a number of abbreviations had to be avoided, because they interfered with the
computer processing of those times and our system.

1. AdriaMed. Scientific Cooperation to Support Responsible Fisheries in the Adriatic Sea, Rome AA
2. ARGENTINA. Instituto Nacional de Investigacion y Desarrollo Pesquero (INIDEP), Mar del Plata AR
3. AUSTRALIA. CSIRO Marine Research, Hobart, Tasmania AU
4. BELGIUM. VLIZ Vlaams Instituut voor de Zee vzw Flanders Marine Institute, Oostende BE
5. BRAZIL. Universidade de S&o Paulo, Sdo Paulo BR
6. CANADA. Fisheries and Oceans Canada/Péches et Océans Canada, Ottawa CA
7. CHILE. Instituto de Fomento Pesquero (IFOP), Valparaiso CL
8. CHINA. National Marine Data and Information Service (NMDIS), Tianjin CH
9. COTE D'IVOIRE. Centre de Recherches Océanologiques (CRO), Abidjan Cl

10. CSA. Cambridge Scientific Abstracts, Bethesda, Maryland CS
11. CUBA. Centro de Investigaciones Pesqueras (CIP), La Habana HV
12. ECUADOR. Istituto Nacional de Pesca (INP), Guayaquil EC
13. EGYPT, National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries (NIOF) EG
14. ESTONIA. Estonian Marine Institute (MEI), Tallinn EE
15. FAO. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Rome FA
16. FRANCE. Institut Francais de Recherche pour I'Exploitation de la Mer (IFREMER), Brest IF

17. GERMANY. Bundesforschungsanstalt fuer Fischerei (BF), Hamburg BF
18. GREECE. Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR), Athens GR
19. GUINEA. Centre National des Sciences Halieutiques de Boussoura (CNSHB), Conakry GN
20. ICCAT. International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, Madrid TU
21. ICELAND. Marine Research Institute (MRI), Reykjavik IS

22. ICES. International Council for the Exploration of the Sea, Copenhagen CE
23. ICLARM. — The World Fish Center, Penang IC

24. INDIA. National Institute of Oceanography (NIO), Goa DP



25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

INDONESIA. Centre for Scientific Documentation & Information- Indonesian Institute
of Sciences (PDII-LIPI), Jakarta

IOC. Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, Paris

IOTC. Indian Ocean Tuna Commission, Seychelles

IRAN. Iranian Fisheries Research Organization (IFRO), Tehran

ITALY. Societd Italiana di Biologia Marina (SIBM), Genova

IUCN. The World Conservation Union, Gland

JAPAN. Fisheries Research Agency (FRA), Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa

KENYA. Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute (KMFRI), Mombasa

KOREA. Korea Ocean Research and Development Institute (KORDI), Seoul

LAOS. Living Aquatic Resources Research Center (LARReC), Vientiane

MAURITANIA. Institut Mauritanien de Recherches Océanographiques et des
Péches (IMROP), Nouadhibou

MEXICO. Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México (UNAM), Mexico

MOROCCO. Institut National de Recherche Halieutiqgue (INRH), Casablanca
MOZAMBIQUE. Instituto Nacional de Hidrografia e Navegacao (INAHINA), Maputo
NACA. Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific, Bangkok

NAFO. Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia

NIGERIA. National Institute for Freshwater Fisheries Research (NIFFR), New Bussa
NORWAY. Institute of Marine Research (IMR), Bergen

PIMRIS. Pacific Islands Marine Resources Information System, Suva

PERU. Instituto del Mar del Pert (IMARPE), Callao

POLAND. Sea Fisheries Research Institute (SFI), Gdynia

PORTUGAL. Ministério da Agricultura, Desenvolvimento Rural e Pescas, Lisbon
RUSSIA. Russian Federal Research Institute of Fisheries and Oceanography (VNIRO), Moscow
SENEGAL. Direction des Péches Maritimes, Dakar

SIPAM. Information System for the Promotion of Aquaculture in the Mediterranean, Tunis
SPAIN. Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia (IEO), Madrid

SPC. Secretariat of the Pacific Community, Nouméa

SWEDEN. Institute of Marine Research (IMR), Lysekil

TANZANIA. Institute of Marine Sciences (IMS), Zanzibar

THAILAND. Phuket Marine Biological Center, Phuket

TUNISIA. Institut National des Sciences et Technologies de la Mer (INSTM), Salammbd
UGANDA. National Fisheries Resources Reseach Institute (NaFIRRI)

UKRAINE. Southern Scientific Research Institute of Marine Fisheries and
Oceanography (YugNIRO), Kerch

UNITED KINGDOM. Marine Biological Association (MBA), Plymouth

UN/DOALOS. United Nations/Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, New York
UNEP. United Nations Environment Programme, Nairobi

URUGUAY. Instituto de Investigaciones Pesqueras (IIP), Montevideo

USA. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Silver Spring, MD

VIET NAM. Ministry of Fisheries of Viet Nam, Fisheries Informatics Centre (FiCen), Hanoi

Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC)
Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia

MR
MX
MA
MZ
AC
FO
NG
SK
PI
PE
PL
PT
VN
SN
sP
ES
CcP
SE
TZ
TA
N
uG

UA
MB
UN
EP
uy
NO
VI
WP

(FAQ: list is by Luciana Lombardi (contact: richard.pepe@fao.org), updated R.Pepe. Jan. 2009)
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Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) is an abstracting and indexing service
covering the world's literature on the science, technology, management, and conservation of
marine, brackish water, and freshwater resources and environments, including their socio-
economic and legal aspects. The overall objective of ASFA is to disseminate information on
aquatic sciences and fisheries world-wide using the ASFA database.

The ASFA bibliographic database contains more than 1 million references, with coverage since
1971. About 3,200 new bibliographic references are added each month to the database. Each
bibliographic reference includes: the title of the document in its original language (all non-
English titles are also translated into English), an English and/or non-English language abstract,
and subject, taxonomic and geographic index entries as relevant.

ASFA is produced through the co-operative efforts of all the ASFA Partners. Each Partner
contributes to ASFA by monitoring the aquatic science literature published within their own
country or organization and by producing bibliographic references to this literature.

The ASFA Partnership currently includes:

e 4 United Nations Co-sponsoring ASFA Partners: FAO, 10C, UNDOALOS, UNEP

e 11 International ASFA Partners: ADRIAMED, ICCAT, ICES, IOTC, IUCN, NACA,
NAFO, PIMRIS, SPC, WCPFC, WorldFish Center

e 48 National ASFA Partners: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China
(People’s Republic of), Cote d'lvoire, Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, France, Germany,
Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Italy, Japan,
Kenya, Republic of Korea, Lao Peoples’s Democratic Republic, Mexico, Mauritania,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Russian Federation,
Senegal, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, Uruguay, United Kingdom,
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Viet Nam

e 1 Publishing ASFA Partner: ProQuest.

(for the full names and addresses of all Partners see : http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/partners.asp )

The ASFA Partners submit their bibliographic references in computer readable format to the
ASFA publisher, ProQuest. The Publisher processes the input, and merges it to create a Master
File (i.e. the ASFA database). From the Master File, the ASFA information products and
services are produced (ASFA CD-ROM, Internet access, and printed journals). These products
are distributed back to the ASFA Partners for use in their respective information systems. The
ASFA products are available commercially to the public from ProQuest (http://www.csa.com).

The ASFA Partnership Agreement explains the rights and responsibilities of the ASFA Partners.
( ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/ad644e/ad644e00.pdf )

All ASFA Partners are represented on the ASFA Advisory Board, which meets once a year and
produces annual Board Meeting Reports ( http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/boardrep.asp ).

FAOQ, besides submitting input to the database, also provides the ASFA Secretariat.

Organizations interested in having references to their publication included in the ASFA database
(or in joining the ASFA Partnership), should contact the ASFA Partner in their country or the
ASFA Secretariat at FAO (E-mail: richard.grainger@fao.org or richard.pepe@fao.org).

For further information, see the ASFA Home page (http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/asfa.asp ), and in
particular the FAQ page ( http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/fag/fag.asp ). (May 2008)
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<@ Resumenes sobre las ciencias acuaticas y la pesca

ASFA, Résumés des sciences aquatiques et halieutiques, est un service d'analyse et d'indexation qui
couvre la littérature mondiale dans le domaine des sciences, de la technologie, de I'aménagement et
de la conservation des environnements et des ressources des eaux marines, saumatres et douces, y
compris les aspects socio-économiques et juridiques. L'objectif d'ensemble du partenariat ASFA est
de diffuser I'information sur les sciences aquatiques et halieutiques dans la communauté mondiale, en
tenant compte des intéréts particuliers des pays en développement dans ce domaine.

La base de données bibliographiques ASFA compte plus de 1 000 000 références répertoriées depuis
1971. Environ 3 500 nouvelles références sont ajoutées chaque mois a la base de données. Chacune
d'elles inclut: le titre du document dans sa langue originale (les titres sont aussi le cas échéant traduits
en anglais), un résumé en anglais et/ou dans la langue originale, et des références thématiques,
taxonomiques et géographiques, comme il convient.

ASFA est le fruit des efforts coopératifs de tous ses partenaires. Les partenaires ASFA sont
responsables du suivi des publications en séries, monographies et autres informations intéressant le
domaine d’ASFA, publiées dans leur propre pays ou organisation, ainsi que de la préparation de
citations bibliographiques, d'indexations et de résumés de la littérature pertinente a insérer dans
ASFA.

Les associés d'ASFA incluent actuellement:

o Organismes du systéme des Nations Unies coparrainant ASFA (FAO, COI, UNDOALQOS, PNUE)

o Partenaires internationaux (ADRIAMED, CICTA, CIEM, CPS, NACA, NAFO, IOTC, UICN,
PIMRIS, WCPFC, WorldFish Centre)

o Partenaires nationaux (Allemagne, Argentine, Australie, Belgique, Brésil, Canada, Chili, Céte
d'Ivoire, Cuba, Egypte, Equateur, Espagne, Estonie, Etats-Unis d’Amérique, Fédération de Russie,
France, Ghana, Gréce, Guinée, Islande, Inde, Indonésie, Italie, Japon, Kenya, Nigéria,
Mauritanie, Maroc, Mexique, Mozambique, Norvége, Ouganda, Pérou, Pologne, Portugal,
République de Corée, République démocratique populaire lao, République populaire de Chine,
Royaume-Uni, Sénégal, Suede, Tanzanie, la République islamique d'lran, Thailande, Tunisie,
Ukraine, Uruguay et Viet Nam)

e Partenaire éditeur (ProQuest)

Les partenaires ASFA soumettent leurs contributions (sous format électronique) au partenaire éditeur
ProQuest, aux Etats-Unis (ProQuest lui-méme établit également un grand nombre d'entrées ASFA).
ProQuest traite les entrées regues des partenaires ASFA par ordinateur et les fusionne pour créer un
fichier principal (a savoir la base de données ASFA). A partir du fichier principal, ProQuest extrait
les produits et les services d'information ASFA, qu'il diffuse alors aux partenaires ASFA pour
exploitation dans leurs systemes respectifs de traitement de I'information. ProQuest met aussi les
produits ASFA a la disposition du public, contre redevance.

L'Accord de partenariat ASFA établit les droits et les responsabilités des partenaires ASFA.
Tous les partenaires ASFA sont représentés au Comité consultatif ASFA, qui se réunit une fois par an

et établit des rapports sur les réunions du Comité consultatif ASFA. La FAO assure les fonctions de
secrétariat de I'ASFA, et fournit également I'entrée pour la base de données ASFA.

Pour plus d'information, voyez le Home Page d'ASFA: http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/asfaf.asp
ou entrez en contact chez FAO (Richard Pepe, e-mail : richard.pepe@fao.org).

(May 2008)
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Restimenes sobre las ciencias acuéticas y la pesca (ASFA) es un servicio de resimenes y indices
sobre las publicaciones mundiales de ciencia, tecnologia y ordenacion de recursos y ambientes
marinos, de aguas salobres y de agua dulce, incluidos sus aspectos socioecondmicos y juridicos. El
objetivo general de la asociacion ASFA es difundir informacion sobre ciencias acuéticas y la pesca en
todo el mundo, teniendo en cuenta los intereses especiales de los paises en desarrollo en este terreno.

La base de datos bibliogréaficos de ASFA contiene mas de 1 000 000 referencias, catalogadas desde
1971. Cada mes se incorporan a la base de datos unas 3 500 nuevas referencias bibliogréaficas. Cada
una de estas referencias contiene los siguientes elementos: titulo del documento en su idioma original
(con traduccidn al inglés cuando el titulo original es en otro idioma), un resumen en inglés y/o en otro
idioma y un indice tematico, taxonémico y geografico, cuando resulta oportuno.

Los asociados de ASFA se encargan de la supervision de las publicaciones periodicas, monografias y
otra informacion de interés para el &mbito de ASFA, publicadas en sus propios paises u organizacion,
asi como de la preparacion de citas bibliograficas, indices y resimenes de las publicaciones
cientificas sobre las ciencias acuéticas y la pesca, para su incorporacion en la base de datos ASFA.

ASFA es el resultado de la colaboracion de los siguientes asociados

e Asociados de las Naciones Unidas copatrocinadores de ASFA (FAO, COI, UNDOALOS Y PNUMA)

e Asociados internacionales de ASFA (ADRIAMED, CICAA, CIEM, I0TC, IUCN, NACA, NAFO,
PIMRIS, SPC, WCPFC y WorldFish Center)

e Asociados nacionales de ASFA (Alemania, Argentina, Australia, Bélgica, Brasil, Canada,
Chile, Cote d'lvoire, Cuba, Ecuador, Egipto, Espafia, Estados Unidos de América, Estonia,
Francia, Ghana, Grecia, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Islandia, Italia, Jap6n, Kenya, Mauritania,
Marruecos, México, Mozambique, Nigeria, Noruega, Per(, Polonia, Portugal, Reino Unido,
Republica de Corea, Republica Democratica Popular Lao, Republica Popular China, Rusia,
Senegal, Suecia, Tailandia, Tanzania, la Republica Islamica del Irdn, Tlnez, Ucrania, Uganda,
Uruguay y Viet Nam)

e El Asociado editor de ASFA (ProQuest)

Los asociados de ASFA presentan sus aportaciones (en un medio con posibilidad de busqueda por
ordenador) al asociado editor de ASFA, ProQuest, con sede en los Estados Unidos (por su parte, el
editor prepara una gran parte del material de ASFA). ProQuest elabora las aportaciones recibidas de
los asociados de ASFA, mediante ordenador, y las fusiona para crear un archivo maestro (es decir, la
base de datos ASFA). A partir de este archivo maestro, el editor elabora los productos y servicios de
informacion de ASFA para su utilizacion en los respectivos sistemas de informacion ya sea en papel,
en CD-ROM vy en linea. ProQuest distribuye también al pablico, en forma comercial, los productos
ASFA.

El "Acuerdo de Asociacion ASFA" establece los derechos y responsabilidades de los asociados de
ASFA.

Todos los asociados de ASFA estan representados en la Junta Consultiva de ASFA, que se relne una
vez al afio y prepara también anualmente los Informes de las Reuniones de la Junta Consultiva de
ASFA. La FAO, ademas de contribuir a la preparacion del material presta los servicios de secretaria
de ASFA.

Para la informacion adicional vea el Home Page de ASFA: http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/asfas.asp
(May 2008)
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PedeparuBro-mouckoBas ciayxba ACDA (Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts — ASFA)
WHACKCHPYET W CUCTEMaTU3HUPYyeT MHUPOBYIO JTUTEpATypy B 00JacCTH HAyKH, TEXHOJIOTHH, YIPABICHUS U
OXpaHbI PECYpPCOB MOPCKHX, COJIOHOBATHIX U MPECHBIX BOJ M OKPYXKAroIel Cpelibl, BKII0Yas COIMaIbHO-
SKOHOMHUYECKHE M 3aKoHoAarenbHble achekThl. OcHoBHOW wenslo ACDA sBiseTca BCEMHPHOE
pacnpocTpareHre WH(OPMAIMN N0 BOJHBIM HayKaM M PBHIOOJIOBCTBY C MCIOJB30BaHMEM 0asbl JaHHBIX
ACOA.
Bubnuorpaduueckast 6aza nanueix ACDA conmepxut Oonee 1 MuIIHMOHA pedepaToB, OCBEILAIOMINX
MUPOBYIO IuTepaTypy, HaunHas ¢ 1971 roma. Exxemecsuno B 6a3y maHHbIXx ACDA mocTymaeT OKoJIo
3,200 HOBBIX OHMOMHOTpadUIeCKUX pedepaTHBHBIX CCHUTOK. Kakmas w3 HHX BKJIIOYACT: Ha3BaHHE
JOKyMEHTa Ha SI3bIKe OPHTHHAJIA U NIEPEBECHHOES Ha aHTJMUCKHUN SI3bIK, pedepar Ha aHIIMICKOM H/WIn
IPYTOM SI3BIKE, a TakKe, TI0 Mepe HeoOXOJUMOCTH, MPeIMETHbIe, TAKCOHOMHUYECKHE U TeorpauiecKue
JIECKPHIITOPHI.
ACODA cozmaercs oOMIMMHU YCHIMSIMH BCeX TMapTHEpoB — ydacTHHKOB ACDA. Brian xaxaoro us
naptHepoB ACDA 3aximovaercss B aHanu3e (MOHUTOPHHIE) HAYYHOH JHMTEPaTyphl MO BOAHBIM HayKaMm,
W3JAIONIENCs BHYTPH €T0 CTPaHbl MM B €T0 OPTaHU3aIliH, a TAaKXKe B COCTAaBIEHNH OHOMHMOTpadudeckoit
CChUIKU-pedepara Ha 3Ty JIUTEPATYpPY.
B nactosimee Bpems B ConpyxectBo ACDA BXoasT:
e 4 cnoncopa — maptaepa ACDA or OOH: FAO, 10C, UNDOALOS, UNEP
° 11 mexnyHnapoanbix naptHepoB ACDA: ADRIAMED, ICCAT, ICES, IOTC, IUCN, NACA,
NAFO, PIMRIS, SPC, WCPFC, WorldFish Center

e 48 HammmoHanpHBIX apTHEPOB ACDA: ABctpanus, Aprertuna, bensrus, bpasumus,
BemukoOpuranwms, BeetHawm, ["ana, I'sunes, ['epmanus, ['perus, Eruner, Uaaus, Uanonesus,
Ucnamckas Peciy6mmka Upan, Ucnanaus, Ucnanus, Utanus, Kanaga, Kenus, Kor-n'UByap,
Ky0a, JTaocckas Hapomgnas [lemokpartudeckas Pecniy6nuka, MaBpuranus, Mapokko, Mekcuka,
Moszam6buk, Haponnas Pecrryonmka Kurait, Hurepus, Hopserus, O6senunennas Pecmyommka
Tanzanus, [epy, [Tonpma, [Mopryramus, Pecnyomuka Kopest, Poccuiickas ®enepanus, Ceneran,
Coenunennsie LlItater Amepuxu, Taunang, Tynuc, Yranga, Ykpauna, Ypyrsait, @panius,
Uunu, HBeuus, DxBanop, dctoHus, AnoHus

e 1 mnmarens maptaep ACDA: ProQuest.

(mosTHBIC MMEHA | aJipeca BCeX MapTHEPOB yKa3aHbI 1O aIpecy
http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/partners.asp )

[Maptreps! npencrasmsrot m3aareno ACDA, ProQuest, ceoun bubmmorpaduyueckue cChlIKu-pedepaTs
(3ammcu) B hopmare, JOCTYITHOM JUIS KOMITBIOTEPHOM 00paboTku. M3maTens 00pabaTEIBAET STH 3aIKUCH H
3aTeM OOBEIMHSET WX JUIA CO3[MaHMs TiaBHOTO (aiima (To ectb 6a3wl maHHBIX ACDA). 13 riaaBHOTO
¢aitma 3ateM cozgaroTcsi WHGOPMAIMOHHBIE MPOIYKTHI, KOTOPHIE MPEJCTABIEHBl B PAa3IWYHBIX BHUIAX
(6aza mammbpix ACDPA Ha KOMIAKT-AMCKaxX, B MHTepHETe W B IMEUATHLIX JKypHANaxX). DTH IPOAYKTHI
HampaBisitoTcss obpatHo mapTHepam ACODA s UCHONB30BaHUS HA MECT€ COOTBETCTBYIOIIMMHU
MHQOpPMaMOHHBIMH cucTeMamu. He ywacTtByrommM B moarotoBke 3anuceil mist ACDA, UznarenscTBo
ProQuest npemocTaBiseT MpoayKThl Ha KOMMepUeckoit ocHoBe (http://www.csa.com).

[IpaBa u oOs3anHOCcTH TapTHepoB ACDA paswesicaensl B IlaptHepckom Cormamennn ACDA
(ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/ad644e/ad644e00.pdf )

Bce maptaepsr ACDA mnpexacraBnensl B KoncynpratuBHOM Coere ACDA, KOTOpHIA coOmpaeTcs
OJIMH pa3 B TOJI, 3aCIyIINBaeT U myOnuKkyet otueTs 3aceqannii (http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/boardrep.asp).

FAO, momumo paboTh ¢ pedeparamu s 0a3bl maHHBIX, mpeacTapiseT u Cekperapuar ACDA.

Opranu3zanu, 3aMHTEpecOBaHHbIE B pa3MelieHun B 0ase gaHHBIX ACDA pedepaTuBHBIX CCHUIOK Ha
CBOM MyOuKanuu (a Takxke B mpucoequHeHnn K naptaepctsy ACDA), 10KHBI 00paTUTHCS K MApTHEPY
AC®A B cBoeii crpane win B Cekperapuatr ACDPA B FAO ( E-mail: richard.grainger@fao.org mnm
richard.pepe@fao.org ).

IMoapoOHast nHpopManus ykazaHa Ha riiaBHoi crpanuie ACDA (http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/asfa.asp)
u, B actHoCcTH, Ha FAQ-cTrpanute (http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/fag/faqg.asp). (Maii 2008)
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