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1. Mr Chairman, distinguished Members, and representatives of the FAO Secretariat, I have 
the honour to speak on behalf of the EU and its 27 Member States. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iceland, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Ukraine 
align themselves with this statement. 

2. We first thank you for the preparation of our COFI session during the intersessional period. 
We wish you every success in chairing this meeting. 

3. We would like to start this intervention by marking the 60th anniversary of the FAO 
Committee on Fisheries. Since 1965, COFI has been a major global forum for fisheries 
and aquaculture. This is multilateralism at its best. 

4. We would also like to congratulate Mr Noan Pakop for his passion, skills and dedication, 
and for achieving this well-deserved recognition, the Margarita Lizarraga Award. 

5. The EU and its Member States welcome the State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 
2026 (SOFIA) Report. This year, SOFIA tells a story that should equally encourage and 
unsettle us. 

6. The headline is genuinely positive. The fisheries and aquaculture sector is growing, 
feeding more people, and generating more value. Yet, three aspects are of particular 
concern. 

7. First, the benefits of this growth are unfortunately not reaching the people who need 
them most. Africans have the lowest per capita availability of aquatic food in the world. 
The people who may be most in need of this resource have the least access to it. 

8. Second, the sustainability trend for marine stocks is moving in the wrong direction in 
some regions. This has led the share of stocks fished within biologically sustainable limits 
to fall by two percent between 2021 and 2023. We take some comfort in the fact that, 



weighed by volume, almost three quarters of actual landings come from sustainably 
managed stocks. Larger, more commercially significant stocks tend to be better managed. 
Nevertheless, the SDG target of 100 percent sustainable stocks is, in the report's words, 
becoming "extremely challenging" to reach. 

9. Third, climate change is an immediate fisheries and aquaculture management 
challenge. Species are shifting across jurisdictional boundaries faster than many of our 
regional fisheries’ bodies are equipped to respond. The report is clear: this is manageable 
but only with stronger mandates, joint research, and genuinely adaptive governance. 

10. In response, the international community should prioritise investment in sustainable 
small-scale aquaculture in food-deficit regions and fish for direct human consumption. 
We should further reduce post-harvest losses and strengthen local and regional markets. 
We should strengthen the mandates of Regional Fisheries Management Organisations to 
address climate-driven shifts in fish stocks and close major fisheries data gaps. 

11a. Beyond these immediate challenges, fisheries and other aquatic foods should remain 
clearly recognised as essential contributors to food security, livelihoods and sustainable 
development. As we shape the post-SDG agenda, we must ensure that fisheries and other 
aquatic foods remain firmly reflected in our global development priorities. This should go 
hand in hand with a stronger human rights-based approach to fisheries governance, 
ensuring that the rights, participation and livelihoods of small-scale fishers and fish 
workers are fully taken into account. 

11. For the EU, we would highlight our responsibility in three areas. 

o Firstly, as the largest single importing market for aquatic food in the world, the EU is 
committed to using trade policy to drive sustainability and traceability improvements 
in a fully WTO-compliant manner. This is done, among others, under our Free Trade 
Agreements. The EU is a strong supporter of the WTO Agreement on fisheries 
subsidies and is committed to continuing the negotiations on Fish II with a view to 
reaching a balanced agreement. Other EU tools include the EU revised control 
regulation for strengthened electronic traceability and the upcoming ban on imports 
related to forced labour, taking effect as of December 2027. 

o Secondly, we have committed climate finance and scientific capacity that can directly 
support climate-informed stock modelling. Together with Canada, the EU is 
launching the OceanEye International Alliance for strengthening the Global Ocean 
Observing System (GOOS). This is particularly relevant for fisheries and aquaculture. 
We invite all governments and partners to step up their commitments and support 
GOOS. 

o Thirdly, while continuing to develop policies aimed at rationalising our own fleets, we 
support innovation in small-scale fisheries and aquaculture, both within the EU and 



in our international partnerships. 

12. To conclude: we welcome the SOFIA Report and invite Members to consider its findings 
in national policies, towards progress on SDG 14. The EU is implementing an ambitious 
Ocean Pact and strengthening its Common Fisheries Policy in response to these shared 
challenges. Only together, we can advance sustainable, resilient and inclusive aquatic 
food systems, while leaving no one behind. 


