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Fisheries 
Overview
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Status of FISHERIES in Iran
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Tuna & tuna-like
fishery

North Fisheries

•Coastal Fisheries

South Fisheries

•Coastal Fisheries

•High Seas Fisheries

➢coastline: 2800 km

➢Total coastline including 

Islands: 5800 km



General Information 

➢Total Number of employees : 261,000 

➢Number of fishermen directly engaged in 

fishing activities: 144,000

➢Number of employees in the aquaculture sub-

sector: 117,000

➢Number of fishing vessels: 15,488

➢Number of fisheries cooperatives:350

➢Number of Fishing unions: 9
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Number of fishing fleet

Title Boat Dhow Ship Total

In the 

Caspian 

Sea

664 74 0 738

In the 
Persian 
Gulf & 
Oman 

Sea

11220 3408 122 14750

Total 11884 3482 122 15488
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Gear Types – Fishing Methods
 Gillnet (Boats and Dhows) – Large Pelagic , Demersal species 

 Mid-Water Trawl (Ships) - lantern fish and Hair tail(Ribbon) 

 SHRIMP Trawl (Artisanal Boats and Dhows -  Shrimp (Time, Fishing ground 

limited) 

 Trap (Gargoor) (Boats and Dhows) – Grouper, Cuttlefish and other Demersal 

species 

 Trolling, Pole & line (boats) Tuna  species, kingfish , and some Demersal 

species  

 Artisanal Longline (Boats and Dhows)for catch Yellowfin Tuna in coastal 

fishing grounds in Oman sea

 Coastal Purse-seine (Pair-boats ) Sardine, Industrial vessels Tuna

 Tuna Purse-seine , Industrial vessels Tuna

 Set net (MOSHTA):  In tidal regions for coastal species, shrimp ,crab , etc.
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Trend of the catch for various species group in the Persian 
Gulf, Oman Sea, and High Seas (2001-2023)
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  Iran’s Fisheries Management 

Approaches
 Protection of the resources by implementation of sea ban 

programme.

 Establishments of artificial-reef stations in coastal waters

 Trying to convert Gillnet to Long Line fishery 

 Devise a Vessel Monitoring system (VMS), online and offline

 Management of fishing fleet to prevent IUU fishing

 Control and monitor the fishing effort

 Transferring the fishing-ports  management to the fisheries 
cooperatives 

 Implementation of training and extension courses for the 
fishermen

 Strengthening the Resource protection Guard

 Industrial bottom trawling has been forbidden in the Oman Sea 
since 2020, which means that the fishing effort has been reduced 
by more than 105 ships. Artisanal bottom trawling is allowed only 
for shrimp, for 45 days per year per province. Industrial bottom 
trawling has been forbidden since 1990 in the Persian Gulf.

 The closure of myctophids fishing will create favorable conditions 
for rehabilitation and support the food chain
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Fishing Gear 

Standardization 
(Mesh size/, BRDs/…

Artificial reefs

(for stock rehabilitation &

Protect Coral reefs and 

sea weeds where trawl 

net touch bottom)

Swept area
(to determine Biomass of 

demersal species)

Fish species seedlings 

released in the coastal 

area for: Sturgeon, 

Bony fishes, Shrimps 

and…

Conservation and Management Measures

BRDs on trawl nets
Square Mesh Panels

Research Vessel 

Grid 80 mm
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Artificial reefs in Iran

"Since 2001, a total of 

11,781 artificial structures 

have been established 

across more than 20 sites in 

the southern waters of the 
country.



The number of 
5450 structures 
is out of order

Number of 3040 
pyramidal 
structures

Number of 2891 
spherical 
structures

Types and amounts of 
artificial reef structures used
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Assesment & 

Management of 

KINGFISH
(Narrow- Barred Spanish Mackerel)

Scomberomorus commerson
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Size Data Collection

Bushehr Province
3- Daylam Port

4- Jofreh Port

5- Bandargah Port

6- Dayer Port

Khozestan Province 

1- Choebdeh Port

2- Hendijan Port

Hormozgan Province

7- Javad’al’aemeh Port

8- Kong Port

9- Salakh (Qeshm Island) Port

10- Jask Port

11- Koohestak Port

12- Bostaneh Port

13- Bandar Abbass port

S & B Province
14- Pozm Port

15- Ramin Port

16- Beris Port

17-Pasabandar Port

▪Sampling Coverage: 

 4 Coastal Provinces      

    

▪Total Sample Landing Places: 17

▪Total Species sampled: 

Kingfish(COM) ,

▪ and Tuna & Tuna-like species  ( YFT,  SKJ, 

BET, KAW, LOT)

▪Size data collected for each Fishery: 

[Gillnet / Purse seine / Hook & Line]

Sampling Method:

▪PORT SAMPLING

For tuna fishes, 1 fish per one tonne catch 

shall be measured.

▪Increasing data resolution for Size data 

by 5°grid area and month strata.

▪Improving species identification: Bet From 
YFT, BLT From Fri ,Fri From Juvenil Kaw,…
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Kingfish data and information
In Persian Gulf and Oman sea, the kingfish fishery primarily targets this pelagic species using 

mainly gillnet & trolling (Angling) methods. In 2023 length size data of 39597 kingfish by gillnet 

method  and 3808 kingfish trolling and line method recorded.

Mean length for gillnet =81.9 cm and for trolling is 96.8 cm

From 2013 to 2023 length size more than 328000 kingfish for gillnet(94%) and trolling(6%) 

method recorded 

Average length size of gillnet method is 86.7 cm

Average length size of trolling method is 90.2 cm
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Length size Data of Kingfish 2013-2023

Metho

d

total Average Mean length
No. % NO. Mean length

Gillnet 307,444 94% 25,620 86.7
Trolling 20,592 6% 1,716 90.2

328,036 100% 27,336



Kingfish studies in Iran

 Iranian fisheries research institute(IFSRI) carries out estimation 

of the population dynamic parameters for using in the fisheries 

management committees in the Iran fisheries organization(IFO). 

 Fishing and national mortality parameters and exploitation rate 

are also estimated.
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The amount of kingfish caught in the total catch from 2011 to 2023 

includes contributions from the Persian Gulf, Oman Sea, and 

shrimp trawl fisheries

TOTAL 

CATCH

KING 

FISH

TOTAL 

CATCH

KING 

FISH

TOTAL 

CATCH

KING 

FISH

2011 72,835 4,594 152,909 10,163 25,594 12 251,338 14,769

2012 86,837 4,355 179,730 10,415 23,554 21 290,120 14,791

2013 95,790 5,441 157,523 13,091 31,873 57 285,186 18,589

2014 119,068 5,390 173,727 16,234 25,801 138 318,596 21,761

2015 128,454 4,775 153,612 15,569 31,355 109 313,421 20,452

2016 158,924 5,839 158,057 14,308 29,604 127 346,585 20,274

2017 190,891 6,740 167,162 13,465 33,335 279 391,387 20,484

2018 208,149 8,518 170,483 13,545 31,811 276 410,443 22,339

2019 199,280 5,016 185,055 15,585 31,784 257 416,118 20,859

2020 203,070 6,257 201,132 18,314 41,000 200 445,203 24,771

2021 178,305 5,329 206,184 19,683 31,728 276 416,217 25,287

2022 168,149 6,910 190,034 16,812 34,168 187 392,352 23,910

2023 218,569 8,393 211,761 19,365 26,602 663 456,932 28,422

TOTAL 2,028,321 77,559 2,307,370 196,548 398,208 2,601 4,733,899 276,707

YEAR

OMAN SEA PERSIAN GULF SHRIMP TRAWL
TOTAL 

CATCH 

TOTAL 

KING FISH

the 2011-2023) Persian Gulf, Oman Sea and shrimp trawl

94.4
8%

5.52
%

Average Share of 
Kingfish in Total Catch 

from 2011-2023

TOTAL CATCH KING FISH
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The average length of kingfish in the Persian Gulf and 

Oman Sea from 2001 to 2022
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Scomberomorus commerson))شير 

SL=97.95 cm
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Main Issues and Challenges

• Small Scale Fishery, Multi-species multi-gear issue

• Non-standardized fishing tackles (Unauthorized or Illegally 

fishing gear)

• By-catch of Non-target species and illegal fishing 

practices 

• Shortage of workforce required for accurate biometric 

assessments at fishing ports and data analysis

• Lack of technical knowledge on the use of software for 

stock assessment of aquatic resources

• Increasing marine pollution and overfishing, and their 

impacts on fish stocks
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Recommendations

 Increased collaboration for shared stock management in the 

region.

 Implementation of joint-venture projects for the stock 

assessment of important species such as the King fish and 

Silver Pomfret, among others.

 The need for special consideration in using standardized 

fishing tackle proportionate to the growth length (LM50) of 

species.

 Establishment of a regional fish statistics and biometry 

database.

 Exchange of information and experiences between 

neighboring countries regarding methods of collecting catch 

statistics and biometry information.
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Thank you for 
your attention

 لاهتمامکم
ً
شکرا
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