The Global Forest Resources
Assessment 2010
(FRA 2010)

This presentation provides an overview of FRA 2010
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Global Forest Resources Assessment

FAO carries out global forest resources assessments at
5 to 10 year intervals. And, as you heard earlier, we have
been doing so since 1946. Each assessment has had a
slightly different focus reflecting the concerns of its
time.
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The scope of these assessments has increased over the
last 6 decades and they now provide a comprehensive
picture of the extent of forests, their condition,
management and uses.
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The scope of these assessments has increased over
time and they now provide a comprehensive picture of
the extent of forests and other wooded land, their
condition, management and uses.
The latest assessment was completed in 2005. Copies of
the Key Findings, the main report and the CD-ROM are
available from fra@fao.org.
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Country involvement (FRA 2005)
172 national
correspondents
229 country
reports
800+ contributors

Countries are very closely involved in both the design
and implementation of the FRA programme.
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A consultative process
• COFO
• Kotka I-V
• Advisory Group

and guidance is provided by the FAO Committee on
Forestry (COFO); by a series of Expert Consultations –
the so-called Kotka meetings – and by an external
Advisory Group composed of forest assessment
specialists and with representatives from key forestrelated organizations.
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FRA 2010
Guidance from Kotka V:
•
•
•
•
•

Thematic elements of SFM
Inputs to CBD Target 2010
Global remote sensing survey
National correspondents
Harmonization of reporting

Kotka V

Guidance from COFO:
• Endorsement of Kotka V
• UNFF Global Objectives

The latest Expert Consultation (Kotka V) provided the following
recommendations for FRA 2010:
1. It should cover all the 7 thematic elements of Sustainable
forest management and
2. The FRA process should provide the forest-related information
needed to assess progress towards the Biodiversity Target
2010 of the Convention on Biological Diversity
3. A global remote sensing survey should be carried out to
complement country reporting
4. FAO should continue to strengthen the network of national
correspondents and to
5. harmonize reporting on forests with other organizations.
These recommendations were endorsed by COFO in March last
year. COFO also requested FRA to take the Global Objectives
on Forests agreed under UNFF into full account.
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LEGAL, POLICY & INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

What does this means for FRA 2010 in terms of its
overall scope?
FRA 2005 covered six broad topics - the so-called
thematic elements of sustainable forest management and built on the experiences of past assessments as
well as regional criteria and indicator processes.
Based on recommendations from Kotka and COFO, FRA
2010 will also include information on forest laws,
policies and institutions and thereby cover all the 7
internationally agreed components of sustainable forest
management.
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Meeting the needs of CBD (1)
Trends in:
1. The extent of selected biomes,
ecosystems and habitats
2. Coverage of protected areas
3. Abundance & distribution of
selected species
4. Status of threatened species

Countries which are members of the Convention on
Biological Diversity have identified a list of variables to be
used as indicators of progress toward the Biodiversity
Target 2010.
A number of these are relevant to forests and FAO has
been working with CBD and other organizations to
incorporate these into FRA 2010, so as to avoid
duplication of efforts.
The first 4 of these indicators will be familiar to those who
have been involved in previous global forest resources
assessments.
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FRA 2010 will, for example, continue to provide
information on the area of forest at country, regional
and global levels as we did in FRA 2005
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PRIMARY FORESTS

And also on the characteristics of these forests, ranging
from primary forests undisturbed by man to forests
which are being used and managed for a variety of
purposes
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OTHER NATURALLY REGENERATED FORESTS
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PLANTED FORETS OF NATIVE SPECIES
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PLANTED FORESTS OF INTRODUCED SPECIES
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FRA 2010 will also continue to provide information on
changes in forest area over time - hopefully showing
that the rates of deforestation and net loss of forests are
declining at the global level
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And illustrating where the changes are taking place –
both at regional, subregional and country level
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Unknown function
8%

34%
34%

Production

Multiple use
9%
4%

Recreation and
education

11%

Conservation
of biodiversity

Protection of
soil and water

We will also continue to ask countries how their forests
are managed and used - including the size of the area of
forest designated for conservation of biological
diversity and the area of forest within a formally
established protected area system
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Meeting the needs of CBD (2)
5. Genetic diversity
6. Invasive alien species
7. Area of forest ecosystems under
sustainable management
8. Proportion of (wood) products
derived from sustainable sources
9. Connectivity/fragmentation of
ecosystems

The variables on this slide are largely new as
regards international reporting. FRA will ask
national correspondents to report on the area of
forest adversely affected by woody invasive
species for the first time.
Some of the variables (numbers 7 and 8) are closely
linked to the Global Objectives on Forests.
So we aim to also include these in FRA 2010.
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UNFF Global Objectives (1)
1. Reverse the loss of forest cover through
sustainable forest management, protection,
restoration, afforestation and reforestation
and increase efforts to prevent forest
degradation
2. Enhance forest-based economic, social
and environmental benefits

The UNFF has recently agreed on 4 Global Objectives on
forests, summarised above.
The potential variables for the first two goals are mostly
familiar - except for the area of degraded forests - and
we’re confident that it will be possible to obtain
information on most of these or at least on some proxy
indicators.
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UNFF Global Objectives (1)
3. Increase the area of protected forests and
other areas of sustainably managed
forests, as well as the proportion of forest
products from sustainably managed
forests
4. Reverse the decline in official development
assistance and mobilize new and
additional financial resources

These are the last two goals.
The first one includes a number of variables which are
very similar to some of the indicators developed by
CBD, which is good news. The bad news is that these
are some of the more difficult ones.
However, since countries are obliged to report on
progress on achieving these goals by 2011, we have
decided to be proactive and start the process now.
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FRA 2010
•
•
•
•

Country reports
Remote sensing survey
Special studies
External data providers

How are we going to meet all these needs for additional
information?
Country reports compiled by the FRA 2010 National
Correspondents will continue to form the backbone of the
assessment and most of the information needs will be met
through the country reporting process
Some aspects such as trends in forest types or biomes and
forest fragmentation are better suited to a remote sensing
survey
Other topics, particularly those with limited quantitative
information or with no commonly agreed methodology for
assessment will be dealt with through special studies
Finally we will get some data from external partners (threatened
species, ratification of international agreements etc)
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Country Reports
T1

Extent of forest and other
wooded land

T 10

Other disturbances affecting
forest health and vitality

T2

Forest ownership and
management rights

T 11

Wood removal and value of
removal

T3

Forest designation and
management

T 12

NWFP removal and value of
removal

T4

Forest characteristics

T 13

Employment

T5

Forest establishment and
regeneration

T 14

Policy and legal framework

T6

Growing stock

T 15

Institutional framework

T7

Biomass stock

T 16

Education and research

T8

Carbon stock

T 17

Public revenue collection
and expenditure

T9

Forest fires

This is a list of the 17 reporting tables for FRA 2010. For most of
these we will be asking for information for 1990, 2000, 2005 and 2010
to estimate trends over time.
The tables in red are new compared to FRA 2005 and a few of the
others have been slightly modified based on the results of the
evaluation of FRA 2005 and the additional information requirements
We have developed a standard template and detailed guidelines on
how to fill in these tables in English, French, Spanish, Arabic and
Russian.
And, to reduce the reporting burden, the FRA Team has prefilled the
reporting template with the information provided for FRA 2005.
One of the FRA 2005 tables has been removed: Threatened species –
data for this table will be taken directly from IUCN Red Lists.
National correspondents are encouraged to check the current lists
for their respective countries and help IUCN in its current efforts to
revise and update these lists.
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Remote sensing survey
• Distribution of forests
• Trend statistics
• Regional, biome & global level

The FRA 2010 Remote Sensing Survey is a new and very
ambitious and exciting initiative.
The primary aims of this global survey are to obtain information
on the distribution of forests and on changes in forest area over
time at regional, biome and global levels.
It is designed to complement the national reports and to give us
a better picture of land use dynamics such as rates of
deforestation, afforestation and natural expansion of forests.
It will provide information which is consistent over time and
space, something which is difficult to obtain from a compilation
of national reports. Very importantly, we wish to ensure a close
link with existing and planned national forest assessment and
monitoring systems – to build on and complement the
information already available in countries.
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Distribution of forests

In addition to updating the forest map in the last slide,
we are particularly interested in knowing how forests
are distributed among and within different biomes – or
large ecological zones. This map was an output from
FRA 2000 and we would like to update it for FRA 2010.
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Trend statistics

To obtain information on changes in forest area over
time, we will employ a sampling approach. This part of
the survey will cover the whole land surface of the Earth
sampled through a systematic grid with a sample site of
10 x 10 km at each latitude and longitude degree
intersection. This results in a sampling intensity of
about 1 percent - enough to provide statistically valid
information at regional, biome and global levels.
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Trend statistics

1975
1990
2005
2000

Freely available Landsat imagery will be used as the
primary source for the trend statistics and we aim to
cover a 30 year time span.
By developing a common framework and methodology
and providing training to all countries to participate in
this survey, it will be possible for developing countries
to determine historical deforestation rates and establish
a system for monitoring current and future rates at the
national level. This will enable these countries to benefit
from a mechanism to reward countries who demonstrate
a reduction of carbon emissions from deforestation,
which is currently under discussion within the Climate
Change Convention.
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Special studies related to FRA
2010
Forest and Climate Change
Forest degradation
Wood energy statistics
Forests and poverty
Forests and livelihoods
Trees outside forests
Forest fragmentation
Forest policy, legal and institutional framework
Forest in protected area (maps)
Forest and medicinal plants
Forest certification
Forest genetic resources

The participants at Kotka V identified a large number of
potential studies of relevance to FRA 2010. The FRA
Advisory Group helped prioritise these. The FRA
national correspondents who attended the FRA 2010
global technical meeting in Rome in March 2008 also
expressed their views on the proposed studies. Many of
these proposed studies are conducted by other partner
organizations. Some of the potential studies are listed
here.
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Partners
235 countries and
territories
175 National
Correspondents
Regular contacts
Regional networks

In terms of strengthening the network of national
correspondents, we currently have one in 175
countries with an alternate in 107 of these to
ensure continuity as people tend to change jobs
once in a while.
We will continue the regular contacts we had
during FRA 2005 and will support the
establishment and maintenance of regional
networks to the extent our resources allow.

28

Partners
UNECE
JRC
SDSU
NASA
GOFC-GOLD
GEO

FRA 2010 partners are many, including most of the
members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests.
This will help to identify existing data needs and data
availability and to harmonise forest-related reporting.
We remain committed to continuing this close
collaboration.
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Next steps
• 2008: Launch FRA 2010 (3-7 March)
• 2008-2009: Regional workshops (country
reports and remote sensing) and bulk of
work for countries
• 2010: Release of Key Findings; Report
preparation & dissemination
• 2011: Final report from global remote
sensing survey

The immediate next steps are listed above
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More information is available
from:
www.fao.org/fra
fra@fao.org
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