Introduction to the
Guide to implementation of phytosanitary standards in forestry
Expanded global trade through the exploitation of new market opportunities is increasing the movement of
forest pests globally, and local climatic change may increase the potential for these pests to become
established in new areas. Extreme weather events also threaten forests, forest health and peoples’
livelihoods.
The governing body of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), the Commission on
Phytosanitary Measures (CPM), adopts International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) to help
prevent pest introduction and spread while facilitating trade. Most IPPC member countries have established
their own national plant protection organizations (NPPOs) to protect natural resources and to deal with pests
of plants, including forests.
NPPOs have historically dealt mostly with agricultural crops. In recent years, however, forest pests have
become a more prominent concern, and while communication between the forest sector and NPPOs has
increased, more is needed. Forest sector personnel have a vital role in developing and implementing
phytosanitary standards and therefore need to develop a better understanding of what the IPPC is and how
NPPOs work.
Since the regulatory language of ISPMs targets phytosanitary experts, foresters may benefit from plain-language descriptions of the ISPMs. FAO
coordinated a multistakeholder process to prepare a Guide to implementation of phytosanitary standards in forestry which offers clear and concise
guidance on forest health practices and suggestions for improved national implementation of phytosanitary standards. The ultimate goal, of
course, is to reduce the movement and impact of pests.
In stand-alone chapters the guide specifically explains how:
• ISPMs affect import & export of forest commodities (Chapter 2)
• The forest sector can reduce risks of spreading pests through effective management approaches (Chapter 3)
• ISPMs support good forestry practices & pest free trade (Chapter 4)
• The forest sector can work with NPPOs to develop & implement ISPMs that help reduce pest movement (Chapter 5)
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For example, the Guide provides examples of forest commodities and ranks their risk of pest infestation. Some risk management options are also
discussed such as heat or fumigation treatments, harvesting from pest-free areas, and debarking logs.

Selecting healthy stock, carefully monitoring plants for signs of pests, and the application of preventative silvicultural, chemical and preferably
biological methods are good practices to carry out in nurseries to help ensure healthy plants and to prevent pest movement when planting out.
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Choosing appropriate species for the site and climate, planting a diversity of species, and properly cleaning and disinfecting tools and equipment
are good practices to carry out in planted forests to help ensure healthy plants.

Choosing an appropriate regeneration process, conducting pest surveys, and harvesting non-wood forest products during periods of low risk are
good practices to carry out in naturally regenerating forests to help ensure healthy plants.
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Inspecting roundwood upon arrival to the sawmill, debarking logs, and quality grading of processed wood and wood products can help reduce pest
spread.

People in the forest sector can assist with gathering and providing information that is needed for PRA such as whether a pest is present in the
country, whether it is associated with a commodity or pathway, or whether the pest can find suitable habitats in the importing country.
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Accurate data on pests is vital. The forestry community can help by monitoring pest situations and reporting to the national plant protection
organization (NPPO) or other pest professionals when unusual pests or changes in pest distribution are detected.
The Guide to implementation of phytosanitary standards in forestry is available online at: www.fao.org/forestry/foresthealthguide.
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