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2. Context  
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“given the precipitous and irretrievable 

collapse of species, there is desperation in the 

conservation community to find policy silver 

bullets” 
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Vanda Velbab-Brown “The Extinction Market” 



3. Scope  
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1. Enhancement of the sustainable use of wild species 

2. Common understanding of wild species 

3. Effectiveness of approaches and practices in a range of socio-

political contexts and relationships to different knowledge systems 

4. Assess consumptive and non-consumptive use using a 

representative group of wild taxa 

5. Assess at different scales: subsistence, recreational, commercial/ 

customary, legal, illegal 

6. Evaluation of conservation benefits 
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Administrator
Sticky Note
This is a multidimensional assessment. At a conceptual level, it needs to define and build on the understanding of what constitutes sustainable use and even what constitutes a wild species. In a world where most ecosystems are managed in some way, this is becoming an increasingly grey area. The assessment needs to examine sustainable use across different sociopolitical and knowledge systems. One of the key features of sustainable use is that it involves an interplay between the attributes of species, and their resilience to use, and the social systems that govern how the species is used. We have been asked to include both consumptive and non-consumptive use and to assess use at different scales. This is not a trivial exercise because of the changing dynamics of social and ecological systems across these scales.Then there is the need to assess the conservation benefits of sustainable use. This is a contentious issue in CITES, particularly for charismatic animal species.



4. Chapters 
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CHAPTERS 

1. Setting the Scene (what do we want to know) 

2. Conceptualizing the sustainable use of wild species 

Defining sustainable use 

Defining wild species 

3. Status & trends in the use of wild species 

 Status of species 

 Status of use 

4. Indirect drivers of sustainable use 

5. Future scenarios of sustainable use 

6. Policy options and responses 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administrator
Sticky Note
The Chapter titles have been included in the scoping document and the co-chairs are comfortable with the broad areas. They follow the issues raised in the scoping document. The status and trends will be a key chapter that really analyses what has happened to species in use. I am also particularly interested in the indirect drivers of sustainable use or perhaps this should be phrased as the indirect drivers of use that may affect sustainability. Issues such as poverty at a subsistence level, increased demand for wildlife products, greater wealth in consumer countries, shifting patterns of use, and impacts of infrastructure, are all drivers that we know about but they have not been comprehensively assessed.Future scenarios will be an important component if we are going to understand not only what is happening now, but project that knowledge into the future under different scenarios so that can start to influence our decision making. The final chapter will look at policy options and responses.
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Personal perspective 

 Global Cooperation (CITES ..) 

- Policy inertia due to scientific uncertainty 

- Lack of a coherent approach 

- What can IPBES assessment offer 

 

 Building a biodiversity economy 

- What is sustainable? 

- What are the global biodiversity and social benefits? 

- What can we learn about effective governance 

 

 As a responsible citizen of the earth 

- What is sustainable? 

- Can the assessment inform my behaviour 

 

Administrator
Sticky Note
My first personal perspective relates to global cooperation. My main experience has been with CITES but also other fora for wildlife conservation. The uncertainty about the status of sustainable use means there is no common understaning of the threats and opportunities. This undermines policy formulation. IPBES wont solve everything, but it should reduce the level of uncertainty about the evidence base shows.I come from a country that is strongly invested in the biodiversity economy, which means using wild species to develop economic opportunities and alleviate poverty. In all such endeavors there are critical questions about what can be sustainably used, what can we learn about good governance systems for sustainable use, and how can we manage sustainable use of wild species to provide both conservation and development opportunities.Finally, as an individual wanting to be a responsible citizen of the earth, what can I learn about the sustainable use of different commodities derived from wild species. I am thinking of items such as timber and fish. There is a temptation to blame non sustainable use on other users, either subsistence users or people in particular parts of the world. It is my desire to see the assessment give us an holistic view of the sustainable use of wild species that can influence behavior at many levels, individual, community, corporate, national and global.
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