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The changing role of ecosystem services in Mediterranean cities 

over the ages 

 

Keynote 
 

Mr Fabio Salbitano, PhD in Forest Ecology, is associate professor 

at the Department of Agriculture, Food, Environment and Forestry 

(DAGRI) of the University of Florence (UNIFI). He is currently 

teaching urban and Landscape Ecology, Advances in Silviculture,  

and Forest Landscape Restoration. He is the scientific coordinator 

of the MSc in Landscape Design and part of the scientific board of 

the PhD in Sustainability and Innovation for the Design, UNIFI. 

Since the middle 80s, he carries out research on forest, health, 

and wellbeing, landscape perception, restorativeness potential of 

urban green spaces, landscape ecology and history, strategic 

planning and participatory processes. He was actively involved in FAO Urban and Peri-Urban 

Forestry programs since 2001 and co-organized the World Forum on Urban Forests 2018 edition. 

He is delegate of the University of Florence at Uniscape and vice-president of SILVA 

MEDITERRANEA, statutory body of FAO.  He is member of the editorial board of “Urban Forestry & 

Urban Greening” and “Land Use Dynamics” of Frontiers in Environmental Science. 

 

Panelists  
 

Ms Maria-Beatrice Andreucci is a registered architect and an 

economist and focuses her professional activity, research and 

teaching on the application of environmental technological design 

and environmental economics theories, principles and methods 

on urban design, architecture, and landscape architecture 

projects. Co-chair of the European research project “EKLIPSE - 

Urban Biodiversity & Mental Health and Well-being”, in 

cooperation with the French Ministry of the Environment and the 

World Health Organisation. Chair of IFLA “International Federation  
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of Landscape Architects Advisory Circle”. Member of SITdA “Italian Society of Technology of 

Architecture”, EDRA "Environmental Design Research Association, and IALE “International 

Association of Landscape Ecology”. In the last seven years, she has published more than 50 

scientific products, between articles and books, and has delivered 35 speeches at international 

conferences and workshops. Her design projects have been published in international journals and 

have won recognitions and prizes at international levels. Currently, she works as Research 

Professor of “Environmental Technological Design”, member of the Academic Board of the PhD 

Program in “Planning, Design, Technology of Architecture”; and expert member of the Scientific 

Didactic Committee of the II level Master in “Environmental Technological Design”, at “Sapienza” 

University of Rome. 

 
 

Doctoral researcher at Birmingham Institute of Forest Research 

(BIFoR), University of Birmingham, UK. Nezha has a background in 

ecology and geoscience, with practical experience in forest 

assessment and land surface monitoring. She is interested in 

combining remote sensing techniques with field measurements to 

explore, at the landscape level, the effects of environmental 

change on forest dynamics. For her current PhD project, she is 

carrying out a global assessment of stand-replacing disturbances, 

with a focus on storm-related tree mortality and its influence on 

carbon cycling. Mediterranean Urban and Peri-urban Forests is a 

topic she has a keen interest on. She is part of the FAO Silva Mediterranea Working Group on 

Urban and Peri-urban Forestry and has contributed to some of its published works. 

 
 

PhD in Rural engineering, Water and Forests, is younger 

researcher at the Department of Management and valorization of 

Forest resources of the INRGREF institute (Tunisia). She is 

currently researcher in Forest Ecology, Forest restoration, 

Resilience of Forest to Climate Change, Valorization of Forest 

ressources, Urban and peri-urban Forest and Protected Area 

Management. She was also a member in international projects on 

Mediterranean Forest Research. She is advocacy on climate 

change. She is coordinator of the Peri-urban Forest Management 

of Sidi Amor (Ariana-Tunisia) and Manager of the Management 

project of protected area of Elfeija (Ghardimaou-Tunisia). Since 2012, she has been carried out 

research on Mediterranean forest, Climate change: Resilience and Adaptation, and Forest ecology 

and development.  Her latest research concerns responses of forest to climate change, selection of 

suitable species and provenance of reforestation, and Ecological and Physiological Trees 
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responses. Actual research focuses on the Co-management of Forest, the Urban and Peri-urban 

forests and the Protected Area Parc.   

 

Ms Maja Simoneti 
 

[…] 
 


