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DATA ISC 2019. In 2018, the sawnsoftwood production increased by 2,56% and reached 81,7 million m3. In 
2019, the production was expected to reach 82,7 million m3 while in 2020 (before the covid-19), the 
production was expected to reduce 0,8%



OUR MAIN MARKETS:

Source: 10TH GLOBAL LOG & LUMBER CONFERENCE by FEA on 18 June 2020

Chinese market: supply is higher than demand
and stock levels are still too high.

Japan: Since 2010, Japanese softwood sawn
timber imports have fallen by around 6 million
m³ a year.

USA: Currently, there is a lumber shortage in 
the US which is the result of production 
curtailments in Canada, logistic difficulties due 
to COVID-19.



IMPACT CAUSED BY BARK BEETLES & FOREST DISTURBANCIES

A third consecutive year of bark beetle infestation is 
expected to ravage the European forests , in particular 
spruce trees. 

Overall, between 2017 and 2019, it has been estimated that 
over 270 million m3 of standing timber in Central Europe has 
been damaged by a combination of factors; 

Based on the course of previous calamities, published forecasts and numerous expert 
discussions:
• the peak is reached in 2019 2021

• another 500 million m³ of damaged wood would accumulate in the coming 
five years,

• and thus a volume of nearly 750 million m³ over a period of ten years.

shortage of quality logs in the near future



GREEN GROWTH CALL

• By 2050

• the world economy is expected to 
quadruple 

• the global population to grow from 7 
billion today to over 9.2 billion. 

• A growing population requires 
more food, more industrial 
products, more energy and more
housing . 

• Legally harvested wood products from SFM can play a key role in green building 
solutions

• Establishing a resource efficient and climate friendly 
economy is central to the green growth and EU 
recovery plan. 



The overall and positive climate 
effect is estimated at -806 million 
tons of carbon dioxide equivalents 
annually. This corresponds to c. 
20% of all fossil emissions in the 
European Union.

The European forests 
and the forest-based 
sector provide 
integrated solutions to 
the global
climate challenge on a 
very large scale. 

Study: “Climate effect of the forest-based sector in the European Union” by Dr 
Holmgren



LULUCF AND WOOD PRODUCTS

AUSTRIA: increasing the use of domestic timber in construction &

utilizing the manifold opportunities of the bio-economy 

FINLAND: the role of promoting wood construction is 
recognised in the Strategy as long-term storage carbon.

FRANCE: national low carbon strategy - Maximising the 
substitution effects and the storage of carbon in wood 
products, in particular through an intensified use of wood in 
construction.

A large majority of the National Accounting
Plans and the role of wood (construction) 
products: some examples:



On 11 March 2020, the Commission 
adopted a new Circular Economy 
Action Plan, which highlights the 
benefits of long-term carbon storage in 
in wooden construction. 

HWPs a lower carbon footprint than 
most other construction materials, in 
particular when sourced from 
sustainably managed forests.

The EC will explore the development of 
a regulatory framework for 
certification of carbon removals.



RENOVATION WAVE 

“By using the European Green Deal as our compass, 
we can turn the crisis of this pandemic into an 
opportunity to rebuild our economies differently and 
make them more resilient,” the Commission 
President said. 

• calls on the Commission and the Member States to 
incentivise the use of natural and low carbon building 
materials…during major building renovations and new 
building constructions; 

• Reminds that sustainable building materials such as 
certified wood are essential for achieving low-carbon and 
long-lasting building stock, and that construction opens 
an opportunity to store carbon into bio-based building 
products in the limits of sustainable availability; 

ITRE Committee (EP)



WHAT IS NEEDED:

• A Real-Time European Forest Monitoring 
System is needed. Today, many European 
information sources exist, but they are 
largely scattered and would need to be 
standardised, respectively harmonised

• Identification of the technical market 

barriers that might lead on discrepancies in 

the use of construction products within 

Member States and outside the EU;

• A more coherent promotion 

campaign for wood products –key 

element sustainability . 



OUR INFORMATIVE BROCHURE

Unique tool for explaining in a 
easy and intuitive way, the role of 
wood products in the 
development of a circular bio-
economy;

It includes information on 
sustainable forests management, 
EUTR, life cycle comparison and 
the role of wood products in 
decarbonising the construction 
sector.

Order your copy! 



EUROPEAN ORGANISATION

OF THE SAWMILL INDUSTRY AISBL

Rue Montoyer 24/box 20

BE-1000 Brussels

Tel.: 0032 2 287 08 68

Email: info@eos-oes.eu

Website: www.eos-oes.eu

mailto:info@eos-oes.eu

