
WEBINAR

Forest Invasive Species in the 
NENA Region and lessons learned 

CONCEPT NOTE

FAO Regional Office for Near East and North Africa (FAORNE) and 

Near East Network on Forest Health and Invasive Species (NENFHIS)

Invasive species (non-native insect pests, pathogens, vertebrates and weeds) and outbreaks of native insect 
pests and diseases threat the health, sustainability and productivity of natural and planted forests globally. 
Forest insect pest outbreaks inflict damage of about 35 million hectares of forests annually (FAO, 2009). 
Today invasive species are considered as the second most important reason for biodiversity loss after direct 
habitat loss or destruction. 

The Near East and North Africa (NENA) region is one of the most 
water-scarce, driest and hottest regions in the world. Extreme we-
ather events, notably heatwaves, have also increased in both inten-
sity and frequency in most parts of the world, and in particular in 
North Africa. The NENA region is characterized by a forest cover 
significantly small, estimated at 42 million hectares (3.0 percent of 
region’s land area) while Other Wooded Land (OWL) estimated at 
35.4 million hectares (FRA 2015). The NENA region is particularly 
vulnerable to climate change. The absence of adequate management 
and the unsustainable use of the countries’ natural resources, mainly 
overgrazing, illegal logging and the irrational collection of fuelwood 
and forage wood, is expected to increase vulnerability of the region’s 
already fragile natural environment.

During the last two decades, forests and woodlands of the NENA 
region have been subjected to invasive species (insect pests, patho-
gens and invasive plants). Decline and dieback of forest trees is a very 
common phenomenon, exacerbated by low soil moisture and other 
anthropogenic factors affecting conifers and broadleaved species in 
mixed mountain forests in the region (e.g. Cedrus atlantica in Alge-
ria and Morocco, Quercus suber in Tunisia, Cedrus libani and Abies 
cilicica in Lebanon, Juniperus procera in Saudi Arabia, and Quercus 
spp. in Iran).  The oak species in the region are seriously affected by 
defoliators. Tomicus species and pine processionary moth are asso-
ciated with dieback of conifers in Algeria and Lebanon. Stone pines 
in Lebanon are seriously affected by Leptoglossus occidentalis which is 
spreading in to Tunisia and other neighboring countries. 
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The member countries of NENA 
region recognized this issue and 
established the Near East Forest 
Health and Invasive Species Network 
(NENFHIS), under the umbrella of 
the Near East Forestry Commission, 
a statutory body of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO). The network 
provides a platform where scientists, 
managers and policy-makers can 
share information and experiences 
and coordinate Forest Invasive Species 
activities and programs within and 
between the regions. Currently 
NENFHIS has 14 member countries 
in the region and is facilitated by 
the Near East Forestry and Range 
Commission. NENFHIS focuses on 
providing training to build capacities 
and collaboration between countries 
to address the increasing risks and 
impacts of Forest Invasive Species 
and enhance sustainable management 
of forests and wooded lands in the 
region.  

الرشق إقليم  يف  للغابات  الغازية  األنواع 
املستفادة والدروس  إفريقيا  وشامل  األدىن 



There is mounting evidence that the threats of forest invasive species are likely to be accentuated with the 
impact of climate change and other human activities. Due to the transboundary nature of forest invasive spe-
cies, a coordinated approach to prevent their spread and enhance the resilience of forests to biotic and abiotic 
stresses is needed. 

This webinar will:

• Share successes and challenges of addressing Forest Invasive Species issues in selected countries in the 
NENA Region’. 

• Share information on FAO forest health activities in the Region.

• Raise awareness of potential invasive species introductions and outbreaks in the Region.

WHEN: 14th June at 11:00-13:00 CEST

WHERE: Zoom webinar. Click on the button below to register.

Agenda
Item Activity By

1 Welcoming remarks Speaker
Welcome from Near East Forestry 
and Range Commission Chairman

Welcome from FAO FAO Regional 
Office for the Near East and North 
Africa

Welcome from NENFHIS

Global perspective of Forest Invasive 
species and FAO Regional Forest 
Invasive Species networks   

Yusuf Serengil - Chairman, Near East Forestry and Range Com-
mission (NEFRC)

Abdel Hamied Hamid - Senior Forestry Officer, FAO RNE

Ben Jamâa Mohamed Habib - General Director of Plant He-
alth and Control of Agricultural Inputs, Tunisia; Coordinator 
NENFHIS

Shiroma Sathyapala - Forestry Officer, Forest Health and Pro-
tection, FAO HQ

2 Lessons learned from the Region:
Algeria Mustapha Gachi - National Forest Research Institute
Morocco Taoufik Aadel - High Commission of Waters, Forests and Com-

bating Desertification
Lebanon Elene Ayoub - Head of Reforestation and Exploitation 

Department
Tunisia Mohamed Habib Ben Jamâa - General Director of Plant He-

alth and Control of Agricultural Inputs, Tunisia; Coordinator 
NENFHIS

3 Questions and answers Interactive session with the participants
4 Concluding remarks & wrap up Chairman NEFRC

Simoultaneous interpretation from English to Arabic will be provided.

Websites 
 
FAO Forest Health  
http://www.fao.org/forestry/pests/en/

 
Near East Network on Forest Health  
and Invasive Species 
http://www.fao.org/forestry/51295/en/ 

Credits Thaumatopea pityocampa @Pablo Cabezos; Cydalima perspectalis @Ben Sale; Ophelimus maskelli @Liesvanrompaey

https://fao.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Jrz0qzFvQL2AvFlszrfupA
http://www.fao.org/forestry/pests/en/
http://www.fao.org/forestry/51295/en/
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