
 

 

 
Reconstructing our climate: 

Using wood as the building material to promote sustainable housing 
 

23 September 2021 
14:00 – 15:30 CET 

 
Joint Webinar of FAO’s Advisory Committee on Sustainable Forest-based Industries (ACSFI), the Forest 

Technical Network (FTN) and the FAO Task Team on the Priority Programme Area “Bioeconomy for 
Sustainable Food and Agriculture” 

 

Wood is one of the most traditional materials used in construction, including sawnwood and engineered wood 

such as cross-laminated timber and laminated veneer lumber. It is commonly used in single-family, multifamily, 

commercial and light industrial buildings, due to its cost advantages, availability, structural and dimensional 

stability and ease of assembly. Furthermore, wood as a natural building material has health benefits (biophilia) 

and can contribute to climate change mitigation as it stores carbon. 

Future demand in construction materials is expected to increase, in particular in Africa and Asia, due to the 

increasing urbanization and the expansion of cities. 

This webinar analyses the opportunities and challenges of using wood as sustainable construction material to 

develop a renewable material-based infrastructure in support of the global transition towards a sustainable and 

circular bioeconomy. The webinar will focus, among others, on the following key questions: 

 What is the historical and current role of wood as a construction material? 

 What are the main opportunities and challenges of using wood as construction material in an emerging 

bioeconomy? 

 What should governments do to further enhance the use of wood as sustainable construction material as 

contribution to the Sustainable Development Goals? 

 What can FAO do to promote the use of wood as construction material? 

This discussion will inform FAO on future pathways to include sustainably sourced wood as affordable, healthy, 
and sustainable construction materials in the new FAO Strategic Framework, in particular related to the Priority 
Pragramme Area related to “Bioeconomy for Sustainable Food and Agriculture” under the Aspiration of “Better 
Environment”. 
 
The keynote addressing above issues will be delivered by Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. Hans Joachim Schellnhuber, 
Director Emeritus of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research, which he founded in 1992. The Institute 
focuses on inter-disciplinary climate impact research for global sustainability and contributing knowledge and 
solutions for a safe and just climate future. Professor Schellnhuber is also Founder and Director of the Bauhaus 
der Erde organization that aims to transform the way we construct and maintain the built environment. 

 
Draft Programme 

 

Time Item Speaker  

14.00 Opening remarks Mette Løyche Wilkie, Director, Forestry Division, FAO 

Eva Müller, Director General for Forests, Sustainability and Renewable 

Resources, German Federal Ministry for Food and Agriculture 

Ross Hampton, Chief Executive Officer, Australian Forest Products 

Association and Chair, Advisory Committee on Sustainable Forest-based 
Industries 

14.15 Keynote: Reconstructing our climate: 

Using wood as building material to 
promote sustainable housing 

Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. Hans Joachim Schellnhuber, Director Emeritus 

Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research 

14.45 Question & Answer Ewald Rametsteiner, Deputy Director, Forestry Division, FAO 

(Moderator) 

15.15 Closing remarks Eduardo Mansur, Director, Office of Climate Change, Biodiversity and 

Environment, FAO 

Please register prior to the Zoom webinar at 

https://fao.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Vw2szHpsSwCTMzXwmzOKsQ  

Password: ACSFI-FTN ; Contact: ACSFI@fao.org  

https://www.pik-potsdam.de/members/john
https://www.pik-potsdam.de/en
https://www.bauhausdererde.org/about
https://www.bauhausdererde.org/about
mailto:ACSFI@fao.org


 


