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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT
o Above-normal rainy season disrupted agricultural
activity

o Despite heavy rains and floods, plantings of 2025
maize and paddy crops anticipated at
above-average level
Rising import requirements for cereals in 2024/25
Prices of maize 30 percent higher year-on-year as of

March 2025

Above-normal rainy season disrupted
agricultural activity

Since January 2025, above-average rainfall amounts have
caused severe floodings and landslides in western regions,
damaging dwellings, infrastructures and livelihoods. Agricultural
activities have been severely hampered and losses are reported
for several crops. On 13 March, a landslide caused the rupture of
the Trans-Ecuadorian Oil Pipeline System (SOTE) in the
Esmeralda Province, generating a major oil spillover that
contaminated three rivers, hindering the access to drinking water
and generating a health crisis. A red alert status was declared in
six provinces and about 113 000 people are estimated to have
been affected by the emergency. The contamination of irrigation
water and the damages to farming facilities contributed to worsen
ecological and humanitarian conditions, negatively affecting
agriculture, fishing and livestock.

Despite heavy rains and floods, plantings of
2025 maize and paddy crops anticipated at
above-average level

The 2025 main season maize crop is currently at a
late-development stage and harvesting operations are expected
to start in May. Planted area, concentrated by about 75 percent in
the coastal regions of Manabi, Los Rios and Guayas, is
estimated at an above-average level. High domestic demand for
maize by the poultry sector and limited supply from the 2024
drought-stricken harvest exerted an upward pressure on prices,
that were higher year-on-year from December 2024 to

February 2025, encouraging plantings. Lower year-on-year prices
of the main fertilizers also contributed to the sowing expansion.
Crop losses caused by heavy rainfall amounts and the high
incidence of floods since the beginning of the year were more
than offset by the large extension of plantings and production is
anticipated to be above average.

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)

Barley

Maize (Main)
Maize (Second)
Rice*® (Main)
Rice* (Second)

Wheat
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Sowing -
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Ecuador

Cereal Production

2019-2023 2024 change
average 2023 estimate  2024/2023

000 tonnes percent

Maize 1564 1463 1500 25
Rice (paddy) 1146 1313 1360 36
Sorghum 16 15 16 6.7
Others 24 23 22 -4.3
Total 2749 2814 2 898 3.0

Note: Percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
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https://www.gestionderiesgos.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Infografia-Nacional-Lluvias-01012025-22042025-SitRep-100.pdf
https://www.gestionderiesgos.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Infografia-Nacional-Lluvias-01012025-22042025-SitRep-100.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ecuador-derrame-de-petroleo-informe-de-situacion-no-1-al-2-de-abril-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ecuador-derrame-de-petroleo-informe-de-situacion-no-1-al-2-de-abril-2025

Plantings of the 2025 main paddy crop concluded in March, with
a one-month delay due to dry weather conditions at the end of
2024 which caused severe soil moisture deficits in key producing
coastal regions. In the first quarter of 2025, paddy crops were
affected by heavy precipitations, floods and landslides which
damaged seedlings and curbed crop yields in the key-producing
Guayas and Los Rios regions, where about 90 percent of total
paddy production is concentrated. Production of the 2025 main
season crops is forecast to remain at above-average levels,
similar to the 2024 output, mainly due to large plantings that more
than compensated localized crop losses.

Aggregate 2024 maize production is estimated at below-average
levels for the second consecutive year, due to low plantings and
unfavourable weather conditions. Prolonged dry spells in the
second and the third quarter of the year in key producing coastal
areas hampered the development of the 2024 main and the
minor season crops, curtailing yields. In response, the
government provided indemnity-based insurance coverage
through the Proyecto Campo Seguro to cover crop losses
reported by small and medium farm holdings.

Rising import requirements for cereals
in 2024/25

Cereal import requirements in the 2024/25 marketing year
(July/June) are anticipated at 1.82 million tonnes, about

15 percent above average. High import requirements mainly
reflect growing domestic demand for wheat for human
consumption and for feed use, especially by shrimp and poultry
farming. Maize imports are also forecast to increase, following
the 2024 below-average harvest.

Prices of maize about 30 percent higher
year-on-year as of March 2025

Prices of maize soared in February 2025, driven by high export
prices in Argentina, the main exporting partner. In March, despite
a month-on-month decline, maize prices were about 30 percent
above their year-earlier levels, reflecting limited availability from
2024 drought-stricken outturn.

High prices of maize in 2024 had a negative impact on the poultry
sector, production of which declined by about 5 percent
compared to the previous year, rising poultry domestic prices.

Prices of wheat flour remained generally stable in the first quarter
of 2025, reflecting an adequate supply due to high year-on-year
import volumes. Wholesale prices of rice were nearly unchanged
from October 2024 to March 2025, in line with the large domestic
availability following the above-average 2024 output.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

This brief was prepared using the following data/tools:

FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet (CCBS)
https://www.fao.org/giews/data-tools/en/.

FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Tool
https://foma.fao.org/.

FAO/GIEWS Earth Observation for Crop Monitoring
https://www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/.

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) https://www.ipcinfo.org/.
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https://www.agricultura.gob.ec/29-productores-de-manabi-recibieron-indemnizacion-por-perdidas-de-cultivos-de-maiz/
https://www.agricultura.gob.ec/29-productores-de-manabi-recibieron-indemnizacion-por-perdidas-de-cultivos-de-maiz/
https://conave.org/informacion-sector-avicola-publico/
https://conave.org/informacion-sector-avicola-publico/
https://www.fao.org/giews/data-tools/en/
https://fpma.fao.org/
https://www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/
https://www.ipcinfo.org/
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 2.
o Main maize season output in 2024 below average Grop Calendar (msojorfeoderap)
due to reduced sowings and adverse weather o
conditions Mar_e" -
o Above-average cereal import requirements forecast ppein
in 2024/25 marketing year Matze et
¢ Rice, wheat and maize prices overall steady in first Rice* (Maln)
half of 2024 Rice* (Second)
Wheat
1
Main maize season output in 2024 below
average due to reduced sowings and adverse Sowing o
weather conditions Growing )]
Harvesting

The main 2024 maize crop harvest was concluded in July and
production is estimated to be below average level, as low maize
prices at the end of last year induced farmers to reduce plantings. S ;
Low precipitation amounts between March and August 2024 Ecuador
negatively affected yields of crops in the main producing
provinces of Manabi, Los Rios and Guayas. Output estimates for

Cereal Production

the main 2024 paddy crop harvested between April and June 2019-2023 2024 change
2024 are above average, rebounding from the low outturn average 2023 forecast | 2024/2023
obtained in 2023 due to floods. The high import demand from 000 tonnes percent
Colombia explains the expansion of the sown area with paddy in :
the main producing coastal region. Maize 1564 1463 1580 80
Rice [paddy) 1146 1313 1360 36
Harvesting operations of the 2024 minor summer maize crop are Sorghum 16 15 16 67
current_ly unde_nNay, while the harvgs.t of the 2024 minor paddy I 5 - 45 s
crop will start in October. Low precipitation amounts in the =
planting phase from June to August have been generating Total 2743 2814 2978 5.8
shortage of irrigation water in the highlands during the flowering Note: Percentage change caleulated from unrounded data.

and grain-filling stages of crops, with an expected negative
impact on yields.

Above-average cereal import requirements
forecast in 2024/25 marketing year

Cereal import requirements are forecast at an above average
1.67 million tonnes in the 2024/25 marketing year (July/June).
The high import needs mainly reflect strong domestic demand for
wheat for food and feed use, especially by shrimp and poultry
farming. The shrimp sector, one of the main non-oil exporting
sectors in the country, is expected to resume its growth in
2024/25 after a contraction in the previous year due to low
international prices and increased production costs.

m global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Rice, wheat and maize prices overall steady in
first half of 2024

Rice prices have been overall stable since the beginning of 2024
and reached the previous year’s level in August, reflecting
adequate availability on markets, after the government
suspended duties on rice shipments from Uruguay from July to
September 2023, importing unprecedented amounts of rice
(above 17 000 tonnes) in the second half of 2023 to balance out
the low output caused by excessive rains.

Prices of wheat flour were overall stable in the March to July
period reflecting stable import supply, but rose by around

6 percent in August 2024. Similarly, yellow maize prices were
mostly steady for the first half of the year and slightly increased in
August 2024, following upward pressures from the below-
average harvest of the main crop. Yellow maize prices remained
about 20 percent lower than the previous year’s level, reflecting
lower year-on-year international prices.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

This brief was prepared using the following data/tools:
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Notes: Includes rice in milled terms. Split years refer to individual crop
marketing years (for rice, calendar year of second year shown).
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B Quito, Rice (long grain)
B Quito, Wheat (flour)
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FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet (CCBS) https.//www.fao.org/giews/data-tools/en/.

FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Tool https.//fpma.fac.org/.

FAO/GIEWS Earth Observation for Crop Monitoring https.//www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/.

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) https://www.ipcinfo.org/.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Main 2024 cereal crops under good vegetative
conditions

e Above-average cereal import requirements forecast
in 2023/24 marketing year

¢ Rice prices higher year-on-year in February 2024,
while prices of wheat flour and maize below
year-earlier levels

Main 2024 cereal crops under good vegetative
conditions

The 2024 main season maize and paddy crops are currently at
flowering and grain-filling stages, and satellite imagery indicates
favourable crop conditions in the key producing provinces of Los
Rios, Manabi and Guayas. Planted area to the main maize crop is
estimated to be near the average, which represents a slight decline
compared to the 2023 main season, mainly due to lower
year-on-year maize prices. By contrast, high levels of rice prices
prompted above-average sowings of the main paddy crop.
Below-average rainfall amounts forecast for the March to May
period over the main producing coastal areas are expected to have
just a minor impact on yields as crops will be already at maturating
and harvesting stages. However, soil moisture deficits may curtail
the extent of sowings of the minor crops, to be planted from

June 2024.

Above-average cereal import requirements
forecast in 2023/24 marketing year

Cereal import requirements are forecast at a above-average level of
1.64 million tonnes in the 2023/24 marketing year (July/June). This
represents a year-on-year decline as a result of ample carryover
stocks from the large imports of wheat in 2022/23. The
above-average import requirements mainly reflect growing domestic
demand for wheat for food and feed use, especially by shrimp and
poultry farming.

Rice prices higher year-on-year in
February 2024, while prices of wheat flour and
maize below year-earlier levels

Prices of rice rose sharply between June and October 2023, due to
the reduced 2023 main season output, affected by excessive rains
during the harvesting period. Since November 2023, prices have
been overall stable, as increased imports between September and
November improved market supplies. As of February 2024, prices of

Ecuador

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)
Barley

Maize (Main)
Maize (Second)
Rice* (Main)
Rice* (Second)

Wheat

Sowing -
Growing -

Harvesting

Ecuador

Cereal Production

2018-2022 2023
average 2022 estimate
000 tonnes
Maize 1546 1681 1700 1
Rice (paddy) 1100 1253 1200 42
Sorghum 15 15 15 0.0
Others 23 20 23 17.6
Total 2684 2968 2938 -1.0

Note: Percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
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rice were between 30 and 50 percent higher year-on-year across
major markets. In order to increase domestic availability and
stabilize rice prices, the government suspended import duties on
rice (up to 63 246 tonnes, which represents about 65 percent above
the five-year average) from 17 July to 31 December 2023.

Prices of wheat flour were also stable since September 2023 and at
lower year-on-year levels, reflecting decreasing international wheat
quotations. Similarly, prices of yellow maize were steady between
October 2023 and February 2024, and were below their year-earlier
levels, due to the ample local supply from the above-average
harvest attained in 2023.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

This brief was prepared using the following data/tools:
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B Quito, Rice (long grain)
B Quito, Wheat (flour)

W Quito, Maize (yellow)

FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet (CCBS) https:/www.fao.org/qgiews/data-tools/en/.

FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Tool https.//foma.fac.org/.

FAO/GIEWS Earth Observation for Crop Monitoring https.//www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/.

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) https://www.ipcinfo.org/.
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Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT :
¢ Planting of 2023 main maize crop nearing Croptalendar (*mmiorfoadann)
completion By

e Above-average cereal import requirements forecast
in 2022/23 marketing year

¢ Annual food inflation rate estimated high at
5 percent in February 2023

Maize (Main)
Maize (Second)
Rice*® (Main)

Rice* (Second)

H H H N Wheat
Planting of 2023 main maize crop nearing T e e kel =
completion
After a delayed start due to the late onset of seasonal rains,
planting of the 2023 main season yellow maize crop is still Sowing )
ongoing. Torrential rains in March have affected seedlings in Growing 0
localized areas of the central coastal region, where some Harvesting

replanting may be required. Overall, emerging crops show good
vegetative conditions in the key producing departments of Los
Rios, Manabi and Guayas. The planted area with the main maize Ecuador

crop is expected to rise to an above-average level, reflecting -
farmgate prices that, in February, were officially estimated to be Cereal Production
5 percent higher than a year earlier mainly due to the strong

demand by the domestic feed industry. The year-on-year decline 20;;;;:21 5091 E;i{:::te 2;;;;;1
of the price of urea, the most utilized fertilizer, also supported the
000 tonnes percent

expansion of sowings. In addition, the government is subsidizing

prices of urea by half for 27 000 smallholder farmers from March Maize 1507 1742 1600 8.2
to June 2023, with the total budget of USD 9 million.

Rice (paddy) 1115 1207 1015 -15.9
. . . . Sorgh 15 16 15 -6.3

The 2023 main paddy crop is at vegetative and flowering stages eian
and shows overall favourable conditions. Weather forecasts point Others 23 26 28 6.1
to above-average rainfall amounts in the April to June period over Total 2661 2991 2658 111

the major cereal producing coastal areas. If heavy rains

ey e . i X . MNote: Percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
materialize, a close monitoring of pest infestations is required.

Above-average cereal import requirements
forecast in 2022/23 marketing year

Cereal import requirements, mostly wheat grain, are forecast at
an above-average level of 1.65 million tonnes in the 2022/23
marketing year (July/June). The high import needs mainly reflect
strong domestic demand for wheat for food and feed use,
especially by shrimp and poultry farming. Despite recent
outbreaks of avian influenza, the poultry sector is forecast to
remain stable in 2023.

m global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Annual food inflation rate estimated high at
5 percent in February 2023

Although inflation has been declining since July 2022, the annual
inflation rate of food items remained high at 5.2 percent in
February 2023, compared to 2.7 percent a year earlier. As an
effort to contain increases in living costs, the government lowered
the fixed prices of regular gasoline and diesel from USD 2.55 and
USD 1.9/gallon to USD 2.45 and USD 1.8/gallon, respectively, in
June 2022.

Prices of wheat flour remained unchanged during the first two
months of 2023 following the stabilization of international wheat
quotations. However, prices in February 2023 were well above
those a year earlier, as elevated international prices exerted
strong upward pressure on domestic markets. With regard to rice,
wholesale prices have been stable since June 2022, reflecting
adequate market supplies. Prices of yellow maize have been
generally stable after declining between August and

October 2022 with the harvest of the minor crop. As of

February 2023, maize prices were slightly above their year-earlier
levels, reflecting the decline in the 2022 harvest.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

This brief was prepared using the following data/tools:
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FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet (CCBS) https.//www.fao.org/giews/data-tools/en/.

FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Tool https.//fpma.fac.org/.

FAO/GIEWS Earth Observation for Crop Monitoring https://www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/.

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) https://www.ipcinfo.org/.

m global information and early warning system on food and agriculture
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Reference Date: 15-June-2022 Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Erop aiiend i ool
e Harvest of 2022 main season maize and paddy crops RRBS I RaEE (*majer fooderop]
ongoing Barle
e Cereal import requirements forecast slightly above s Y s
average in 2022/23 marketing year afze[ bzl
e Cereal prices higher year on year in May 2022 “’Ta'zf [Sefond]
e Impacts of high international prices of fertilizers on Rfce o)
crop production and food security Rice* {Secord)
Wheat
. . i BN A M s Lo N D
Harvest of 2022 main season maize and paddy
crops ongoing
Harvesting of the 2022 main season maize and paddy crops is Sowing |
ongoing under favourable weather conditions. Production is Growing |
anticipated at slightly a below-average level as high production Harvesting
costs constrained the initial farmers’ intention to increase the Source: FAO/GIEWS
planted area, which had resulted from higher year-on-year ' '
producer prices at planting time. Prices of agricultural inputs rose
sharply in the second half of 2021 and continued to rise during Ecuador
the first four months of 2022. In April 2022, prices of fertilizers
were more than double compared to a year earlier, while prices Cereal Production
of herbicides increased by about 30 percent. Yields are expected
to be below average, reflecting low precipitation amounts last AIL/-2021, . 2022 st
February in key producing provinces of Guayas and Los Rios. In average 2021 orecast B
addition, a fungal disease called tar spot (mancha de asfalto) 000 tonnes BELEEU
reportedly affected maize crops, with negative effects on yields. Maize 1513 1742 1180 Ea
Planting operations of the mostly irrigated minor maize and Rice (paddy) 702 760 °80 0
paddy crops are underway. Precipitation amounts are forecast at Sorghum 16 16 15 3
average levels in the June-August period, boosting yield Others 19 26 27 23
prospects. The government decided to increase the purchasing oy 554 AL 555 S

prices of yellow maize and paddy crops by 7 and 8 percent,
respectively, year on year. However, given the very high
production costs, it is not guaranteed that this measure could
prompt an increase in plantings.

Cereal import requirements forecast slightly
above average in 2022/23 marketing year

Cereal import requirements, mostly wheat grain, are forecast at a
slightly above-average level of 1.53 million tonnes in the 2022/23
marketing year (July/June). However, high international prices of
cereals may constrain the expected increase in imports, which
were at above-average levels between 2019 and 2021. The high
import needs mainly reflect strong domestic demand for wheat for
food and feed use, especially by shrimp and poultry farming.

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAD/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

m global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Ecuad
Cereal prices higher year on year in May 2022 chacor

After being stable during the first four months of 2022, prices of Cereals Imports
yellow maize rose in May despite the ongoing harvest. They were 000 tonnes
more than 10 percent higher year on year in the key producing

Manabi Province, reflecting elevated production costs. 1:22

. . . 1400
Prices of wheat flour in May were 20 percent above year-earlier

. ) . - . 1200
levels. This is mainly due to high wheat prices in Canada and the e
United States of America, the country’s main wheat suppliers, o
where the 2021 production was below average on account of 600
unfavourable weather conditions. The conflict in Ukraine has 400
exacerbated the increase in international wheat prices since 200
February 2022. 0
Average 2017/18- 2021722 2022/23 forecast

Wholesale prices of rice have been increasing since last January, 2021/22
following increasing production costs. As of May, they were
20 percent higher than a year earlier, when abundant harvests Notes: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
kept prices at low levels. marketing years (for rice, calendar year of second year shown).

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
Impacts of high international prices of

fertilizers on crop production and food Ecuador
Securlty Selected wholesale prices
During the 2019-2021 period, the country’s half of total fertilizers
imports originated from the Russian Federation and China US Dollar per kg
(mainland). The upsurge of international prices of fertilizers, 0.90 0.50
stemming from increasing prices of natural gas (the key input for
production of fertilizers) and export restrictions introduced by ~ 0.45
major exporters, contributed to the rise in prices of agricultural 0.80
inputs in domestic markets. The high prices of fertilizers may .30
induce farmers to reduce their application rates, resulting in low 0.70 7 035
yields of cereal and horticultural crops. As the country is a net \__ NA A '
food exporter, a decrease in agricultural production could curb / 0.30
farming households’ income-generating opportunities. 0.60 -

0.25
Inflation is generally lower than the regional average, with the :
country’s annual inflation rate of food items at 4 percent May. 5= S S e N Al fa ey et e sl g D2
This is due to the government's subsidies on regular gasoline el B0 e il Gl e W e
and diesel, which has been fixed at USD 2.55 and 232822 ~-332838
USD 1.9/gallon since October 2021. The expected higher export
revenue, supported by elevated international prices of petroleum, B Portoviejo, Maize (yellow) - right axis
are likely to be directed in part to cover subsidies on these B Quito, Wheat (flour)
products. Guayaquil, Rice (long grain)

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this Solicer PADHGIEWSacl Priks Whatii o anel Sl 1= Tool:

information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO conceming the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)

e Harvesting of main season maize crop ongoing
under favourable conditions

. . . . Barl
e Cereal import requirements in 2021/22 marketing Mar,ey s
year forecast at high levels afze( n)
e Prices of yellow maize and rice declined seasonally MialzeiiSepond)
Rice* (Main)

in second quarter of 2021
e Rising concerns on food security conditions of most
vulnerable households Wheat

Rice* (Second)

= ESMESASME SR 2 RSO N =D

Harvesting of main season maize crop

ongoing under favourable conditions Sowing E
Harvesting of the 2021 main season paddy crop was recently Growing [E
completed in June. Production is estimated at slightly below the Harvesting

average, mainly reflecting reduced plantings that were driven by

: Source: FAO/GIEWS.
low prices due to ample carryover stocks.

The ongoing harvest of the main maize crop will finalize at the Ecuador
end of July and production is expected at an above-average
level. Favourable rains between March and June 2021 improved Cereal Production

previous soil moisture deficits that slightly delayed planting

operations. Yields of the already harvested crops in key 2‘;1::020 2020 fozggst 2;2"1";-‘2%’*20
producing provinces of Guayas, Manabi and Los Rios are Verog ! '
reportedly above the average. 000 tonnes percent
) ) ) ) ) Maize 1327 1305 1450 1.1
Planting of the minor season maize and paddy crops is ongoing :
. o Rice (paddy) 1120 1072 1045 -26
under favourable weather conditions. Precipitation amounts are
forecast at average levels in the August-October period, which Barley 3 2 2 i
are likely to boost crop yields. Others 21 21 22 48
Total 2484 2410 2530 5.0

Cereal _I m p ort req uirements I n 2021/22 Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
marketing year forecast at high levels Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

Cereal import requirements, mostly wheat grain, are forecast at
an above-average level of 1.55 million tonnes in the 2021/22
marketing year (July/June). The high import needs mainly reflect
the strong domestic demand for wheat for food and feed use,
especially by shrimp farming.

Prices of yellow maize and rice declined
seasonally in second quarter of 2021

Prices of yellow maize declined seasonally between April and
June due to the commercialization of the above-average 2021
main season harvest. However, prices were still over 10 percent
higher year on year in June 2021, following sharp gains during

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



the first two months of 2021 driven by concerns over the impact

of dryness on the main crop planting. Reduced market supplies Ecuador

from the below-average production in 2020 also exerted upward Cereals Imports

pressure.
000 tonnes

Wholesale prices of rice have followed a downward trend since 1 800
mid-2020 and, as of June 2021, they were about 15 percent 1600
lower year on year, reflecting an abundant supply in most 1400
markets. 1200

1000
Rising concerns on food security conditions 800
of most vulnerable households i
According to FAQ’s State of Food Security and Nutrition in the 200
World (SOFI) 2021, the prevalence of moderate or severe food 0
insecurity in the total population increased from 20.7 percent in Average 2016/17- 2020/21 2021/22 forecast
2014-2016 to 32.7 percent in 2018-2020. The worsening of food 2020/21
security took place amid a sharp contraction in the Gross
domestic product (GDP) by 9 percent in 2020. The International Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
Monetary Fund (IMF) forecasts an increase in GDP by 2 percent marketing years (for rice, calendar year of second year shown).
in 2021 and the slow economic recovery reflects the lingering Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, including a significant decline
in private investments, widespread job losses and large fiscal
deficits.

Ecuador

Concerns arise on the food security conditions of most vulnerable
households that are highly reliant on the informal economy. In
order to improve the access to food, the government delivered a
subsidy of USD 120 to 480 000 households during the first

Selected wholesale prices

US Dollar per kg

semester of 2021 under the cash transfer programme Bono de 0.90 0.50

proteccion familiar. In March 2021, the government launched also 0.85 0.45

a new programme (Bono de alivio al desempleo) with the aim to 0.80 0.40

deliver a one-off grant of USD 500 to 550 000 people who lost

their job in 2020. e =
0.70 0.30

Reduced economic activities amid the implementation of 0.65 0.25

COVID-19 containment measures negatively affected the food

security situation of Venezuelan refugees and migrants hosted in 0.60 20

the country. According to the survey conducted by the World 0.55 0.15

Food Programme (WFP) in early 2021, about 60 percent of the 0.50 0.10

Venezuelan migrants in the country are estimated to be severely T22Z2R8 88’ ]; AN

and moderately food insecure. 5 :%" S88 385 j%" sS88 385

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this W Guayaqull: Malze (yellow) - night axis

information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the B Guayaquil, Rice (long grain)

part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of

its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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http://www.fao.org/3/cb4474en/cb4474en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/cb4474en/cb4474en.pdf
https://www.inclusion.gob.ec/gobierno-nacional-fortalece-ayudas-para-los-mas-afectados-por-la-pandemia/#:~:text=El%20Bono%20de%20Protecci%C3%B3n%20Familiar,28%20de%20enero%20de%202021.&text=El%20bono%20consiste%20en%20una,realizar%C3%A1%20por%20una%20sola%20vez.
https://www.inclusion.gob.ec/gobierno-nacional-fortalece-ayudas-para-los-mas-afectados-por-la-pandemia/#:~:text=El%20Bono%20de%20Protecci%C3%B3n%20Familiar,28%20de%20enero%20de%202021.&text=El%20bono%20consiste%20en%20una,realizar%C3%A1%20por%20una%20sola%20vez.
https://elyex.com/mies-bono-de-500-empleo/
https://www.r4v.info/sites/default/files/2021-07/AN%C3%81LISIS%20DE%20VULNERABILIDADES%20SOCIALES_POBLACI%C3%93N%20VENEZOLANA%20EN%20ECUADOR%20EFSA-S.pdf
https://www.r4v.info/sites/default/files/2021-07/AN%C3%81LISIS%20DE%20VULNERABILIDADES%20SOCIALES_POBLACI%C3%93N%20VENEZOLANA%20EN%20ECUADOR%20EFSA-S.pdf
https://www.r4v.info/sites/default/files/2021-07/AN%C3%81LISIS%20DE%20VULNERABILIDADES%20SOCIALES_POBLACI%C3%93N%20VENEZOLANA%20EN%20ECUADOR%20EFSA-S.pdf

Y

of the United Nations

Food and Agriculture Organization

GIEWS Country Brief

Ecuador
Reference Date: 10-March-2021 Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT .
e Unfavourable weather forecasts raise concerns on CeopiLalendar (moseripaderp)
yields of 2021 main season crops a %
e Production of 2020 cereal estimated slightly below ’ y ’
Maize (Main)

average

e Cereal import requirements in 2020/21 marketing
year anticipated at average levels

e Prices of yellow maize soared in January and were
higher year on year

e Food security conditions of vulnerable households

expected to deteriorate

Unfavourable weather forecasts raise
concerns on yields of 2021 main season crops

Following a delayed start and slightly below-average rainfall
amounts in early January, planting of the 2021 main season
maize and paddy crops is nearing completion. The planted area
with the main season maize crop is expected to increase from the
low level recorded in 2020 due to the high prices of the grain
during the planting period. By contrast, plantings of the main
season paddy crop are anticipated at below-average levels
mainly reflecting the low prices of rice. The weather outlook for
the March-May 2021 period points to below-average rainfall
amounts in key growing coastal areas which could adversely
affect yields of the crops at critical flowering and grain filling
stages.

Production of 2020 cereal estimated slightly
below average

Aggregate cereal production in 2020 is estimated at 2.5 million
tonnes, higher than the low output in 2019 but slightly below the
previous five-year average. Production of maize in 2020 is
estimated at an average level of 1.45 million tonnes as the
contraction in planted area was nearly offset by above-average
yields. Production of paddy in 2020 is estimated at 1.1 million
tonnes, with a significant recovery from the reduced level in 2019
driven by an expansion in planted area. However, the output
remains below the average due to dry weather conditions during
the first quarter of 2020 that reduced yields of the main winter
season crop.

Maize (Second)
Rice* (Main)
Rice* (Second)

Wheat

IS ESMEATME SR 2 A8 0N =D

Sowing -
Growing -

Harvesting

Source: FAO/GIEWS.

Ecuador

Cereal Production

2015-2019 2020 change
average 2019 estimate 2020/2019

000 tonnes percent

Maize 1441 1480 1450 -2.0
Rice (paddy) 1171 882 1050 19.0
Barley 15 12 12 0.0
Others 20 23 21 -8.7
Total 2 647 2 397 2533 557

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Ecuador

Cereal import requirements in 2020/21
marketing year anticipated at average levels Cereals Imports

Cereal import requirements, mostly wheat grain, are forecast at a 000 tonnes
near-average level of 1.3 million tonnes in the 2020/21 marketing

1800

year (July/June), a 13 percent yearly decrease mainly reflecting 1 600
large carryover stocks from the 2019 record imports. 1400

. . . 1200
Prices of yellow maize soared in January and 1000
were higher year on year :g
Wholesale prices of yellow maize surged in January 2021, with 400
seasonal trends exacerbated by concerns on the effects of dry 200
weather conditions on the main season maize crop. Prices were, 0
on average, about 10 percent above their year-earlier levels in Average 2015/16- 2019/20 2020/21 forecast
the main markets. By contrast, wholesale prices of rice weakened 2019/20
in January 2021 and were on average 7 percent below their
levels a year ago as markets were well supplied following the Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
commercialization of the 2020 minor season output harvested marketing years (for rice, calendar year of second year shown).
during the last quarter of 2020. Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
Food security conditions of vulnerable Ecuador

households expected to deteriorate

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean Selected wholesale prices

(ECLAC) of the United Nations estimates a negative Gross vS Dollar e kg
Domestic Product growth of 9 percent in 2020, higher than the
average of Latin America (7.7 percent). This reflects the adverse 830 0.60

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the economy, exacerbated

T . ; : 0.80 0.55

by a decline in oil revenue in 2020. The economic downturn is

likely to result in worsening food insecurity conditions of the most 0.70 0.50

vulnerable households. In order to improve the access to food in

2021, the Government has extended the Bono de proteccién 0.60 0.45

familiar, which delivers a one-off grant of USD 120 to the 480 000

households during the first months of 2021. 0:50 %40
0.40 0.35

The reduced economic activity and the implementation of
COVID-19 containment measures negatively affected the food 0.30 0.30

security conditions of refugees and migrants from neighbouring S R B O SR I > B~~~
countries. As of February 2021, an estimated 415 000 §F 8 83 23 5883 %36
= T S n Zz - = > nw Z2 -

Venezuelan refugees and migrants were living in the country.
According to the World Food Programme (WFP), more than -
70 percent of the Venezuelan migrants in the country are
estimated to be severely and moderately food insecure.

Guayaquil, Maize (yellow) - secondary axis

B Guayaquil, Rice (long grain)

Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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https://www.inclusion.gob.ec/gobierno-nacional-fortalece-ayudas-para-los-mas-afectados-por-la-pandemia/#:~:text=El%20Bono%20de%20Protecci%C3%B3n%20Familiar,28%20de%20enero%20de%202021.&text=El%20bono%20consiste%20en%20una,realizar%C3%A1%20por%20una%20sola%20vez.
https://www.inclusion.gob.ec/gobierno-nacional-fortalece-ayudas-para-los-mas-afectados-por-la-pandemia/#:~:text=El%20Bono%20de%20Protecci%C3%B3n%20Familiar,28%20de%20enero%20de%202021.&text=El%20bono%20consiste%20en%20una,realizar%C3%A1%20por%20una%20sola%20vez.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Production of 2020 maize crops anticipated at
above-average level due to good yields

e Cereal import requirements in 2020/21 marketing
year anticipated at high levels

e Prices of yellow maize and rice declined seasonally
in June-August period

e Food security expected to deteriorate due to effects
of COVID-19 pandemic

Production of 2020 maize crops anticipated at
above-average level due to good yields

Harvesting of the 2020 minor maize crop, which accounts for

20 percent of the annual production, is ongoing in the key growing

centralwestern regions. According to satellite imagery, crops are in
good condition due to beneficial rains during the cropping season.

Production of the 2020 main season maize crop, completed in July,
is estimated to have increased further from the good volume
obtained last year on account of good yields. Improved rainfall
amounts in the February-April period replenished soil moisture
deficits at the start of planting operations in January in the key
producing province of Guayas. In the other main producing regions,
beneficial weather conditions favoured grain-filling of the mostly
rainfed crop.

Aggregate maize production in 2020 is forecast at 1.5 million
tonnes, a slight increase compared to the previous year’s level and
about 5 percent above the five-year average reflecting
above-average yields.

Harvesting of the 2020 minor season paddy crop, mostly irrigated,
will start in October. Production prospects are favourable due to an
expansion of the planted area, instigated by adequate supplies of
water for irrigation at planting time in the key growing province of
Guayas. As the main season crop, harvested in the second quarter
of 2020, was affected by scarce precipitation amounts, the
aggregate production of paddy in 2020 is forecast at 1.1 million
tonnes, slightly below the five-year average.

Cereal import requirements in 2020/21
marketing year anticipated at high levels

Cereal import requirements, mostly wheat grain, are forecast at
1.38 million tonnes in the 2020/21 marketing year (July/June),

Ecuador

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)

Barley

Maize (Main)
Maize (Second)
Rice* (Main)
Rice* (Second)

Wheat
37 EEMIATME L 2 AS TN D

Sowing -
Growing -

Harvesting

Source: FAO/GIEWS.

Ecuador

Cereal Production

2015-2019 2020 change
average 2019 forecast 2020/2019

000 tonnes percent

Maize 1441 1480 1500 14
Rice (paddy) 1171 882 1050 19.0
Barley 15 12 12 0.0
Others 20 23 21 -8.7
Total 2647 2 397 2583 7.8

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

el|=0SE global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



slightly higher than the previous five-year average, reflecting

sustained demand of wheat grain for both food and feed (shrimp) Ecuador

use. Cereals Imports

Prices of yellow maize and rice declined 000 tonnes

seasonally in June-August period Yoo

Prices of yellow maize started to decline in June as the main e
season harvest improved market availabilities. As of August, prices e
were more than 10 percent lower year on year due to the good e
harvests obtained in 2020. Prices of rice also declined in the -t
June-August period in line with seasonal trends and they were 600
similar their levels in August 2019. 400
200
Food security expected to deteriorate due to 0
effeCtS Of COVID-19 pandemiC Averz;(g)elgz/ozlg/lﬁ 2019/20 2020/21 forecast
According to the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) of the United Nations, the economic effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic containment measures are expected to Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
resultin a negative Gross Domestic Product grovvth by 9 percent in marketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).
2020. Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.

The anticipated economic downturn is likely to result in an increase E d
in food insecurity of the households that predominantly rely on daily Cuador

wages from the informal sector as well as of Venezuelan and

Colombian refugees and migrants. In the April-June period, the SEleared wmolesaleprices

Government provided basic food items to poor households and US Dollar per kg
delivered a one-off USD 120 grant to nearly 1 million households — 6D
through the contingency cash transfer Bono de proteccion familiar. : :
0.85 0.38
0.80
0.36
0.75
0.34
0.70
0.65 0.32
0.60 0.30
00 00 00 OO OO OO OO OO O O O O O
Nt el iet et e e et w1l ol o
Ww o Y 0o L~ Cc whH 9 o - Cc w
2082 FIg0oBe g3
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this W Suayanull Matze (yellow) - Secondary Axts
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the B Guayaquil, Rice (long grain)

part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its

authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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Reference Date: 06-May-2020 Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT :
. A . Crop Cal *
e Dry weather conditions in first quarter of year likely rop Calendar t*major foodcrop)
to affect yields of 2020 main cereal crops T

e Below-average 2019 cereal production due to

reduced maize output Maize (Sh'ri")
e Cereal import requirements in 2019/20 marketing h’fa'zf( cond)
year forecast at above-average level Rice
e Prices of rice rising and higher year on year Whiest '
Film'a'm' 1'3'als!o'N'D
Dry weather conditions in first quarter of year
likely to affect yields of 2020 main cereal crops  sowing =
Harvesting of the 2020 main season maize crop has just started Growing -
and output is preliminarily forecast at a below-average level. Harvesting
Planted area is estimated at a below-average level, showing a Source: FAD/GIEWS.

contraction for the second consecutive year as farmers shifted to
more profitable horticultural crops. The contraction in plantings
was further exacerbated by reduced soil moisture content during Ecuador
planting operations across the country. The dry conditions ——
persisted in the developing and flowering stages especially in the Cereal Production
key producing provinces of Guayas and Manabi, likely affecting
crop yields. If soil moisture deficits are not restored in time for the
planting of the minor season crop in June, it may impact

2014-2018 2019 change
average 2018 estimate 2019/2018

negatively on seed germination. 000 tonnes percent
. . . Maize 1479 1324 1310 -11
Planting of the 2020 main season paddy crop, mostly rainfed, e (g — — —_— oA
was completed in March and the harvest of the early planted it B
crops is expected to start in early May. The rainfall deficits at the Earley 15 14 12 -12.2
beginning of the year caused delays in planting operations and Others 20 20 24 17.7
affected crop germination, lowering production prospects. Total 2313 2353 2645 74

Note: percentagechange czalculated from unroundad data.

Below-average 2019 cereal production due to Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
reduced maize output

The 2019 aggregate cereal output, mainly maize and paddy, is
estimated at 2.6 million tonnes, 7 percent below the average,
reflecting a below-average production of maize.

The low level of maize production is due to below-average
plantings and low yields of the main season crop affected by
excessive rainfalls at maturation stage.

The 2019 paddy production is estimated to be average. The
output of the minor season, cultivated under irrigation, grew for
the fifth consecutive year and offset a contraction of the main
season harvest.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Cereal import requirements in 2019/20
marketing year forecast at above-average level

Cereal import requirements in the 2019/20 marketing year
(July/June) are forecast at 1.3 million tonnes, 10 percent higher
than the five-year average. The increase mainly reflects the
strong demand of wheat, which is largely imported to satisfy
domestic consumption needs, for both food and feed (shrimp)
use.

Prices of rice rising and higher year on year

Prices of yellow maize in most markets held steady in February
and March 2020, with the start of the main season harvest.
Overall, prices in March were around their year-earlier values,
reflecting adequate market supplies.

Prices of rice in the main producing region of Guayas increased
significantly for the second consecutive month in March and were
nearly 20 percent higher than a year earlier. The upward
pressure was driven by the strong import demand from Colombia,
compounded by concerns over the negative impact of
unfavourable weather conditions on the main paddy crop.

Ecuador

Cereals Imports
000 tonnes

1600

1400

1200
1000
800
600
400
200

Average 2014/15 2018/19

2018/18

2015/20 forecast

Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to
individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of
second year shown).

Source: FAQO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.

Ecuador

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the
Government

A Presidential Decree 1017 was issued on 16 March 2020
enforcing international and domestic travel bans as well as
guarantine measures in order to contain the spread of the
COVID-19 outbreak. The restrictions are expected to be lifted
gradually from early May. All productive and commercial
activities within the food supply chain remain operative,
including cross-border trade. However, online permits are
required to transport agricultural produce and some farmers
reported difficulties to access markets due to limited access to
internet. The Consumer Protection Office is strengthening the
monitoring of market prices and is imposing more strict
penalties on the speculative increase of prices.

In order to guarantee food security, the Government is
providing baskets of basic food items to vulnerable households
with support of the private sector and the civil society. In
addition, it is granting USD 60 dollars to 400 000 beneficiaries
under a contingency cash programme.

Selected wholesale prices

US Dollar perkg
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B Guayaquil, Maize (yellow)
B Guayaquil, Rice (longgrain)

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.

€120 global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



@

of the United Nations

Food and Agriculture Organization

GIEWS Country Brief

Ecuador

Reference Date: 15-November-2019

Ecuador

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Cereal production estimated at below-average level
in 2019 due to reduced rice outputs

e Cereal import requirements in 2019/20 marketing
year forecast at above-average level

e Prices of yellow maize below year-earlier values

Cereal production estimated at below-average
level in 2019 due to reduced rice outputs

Harvesting of the minor season yellow maize crop is underway
and production is anticipated to be average as a decrease in the
planted area, due to lower producer prices at planting time, was
offset by above-average yields. Production of the main season
maize crop, harvested in the second quarter of 2019, is estimated
at slightly below the average, reflecting low plantings. Although
the area sown remained at below-average level, it rebounded
slightly from last year’s low level, mainly driven by an increase in
agricultural credits to maize farmers, reflecting the Government’s
effort to contain a decreasing trend in plantings. Based on reports
from the Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censo (INEC), FAO
estimates the aggregate 2019 yellow maize output at
near-average level of 1.43 million tonnes.

Harvesting of the minor season paddy crop is ongoing and is
expected to be concluded in December. Production of the minor
season is estimated at an average level, mainly due to favourable
weather conditions and adequate water availabilities for irrigation
during the planting and development period. Harvesting of the
2019 main season paddy crop, which accounts for two-thirds of
the annual production, was completed in August. Production of
the main crop is estimated to be below the average, in spite of
high yields, mainly reflecting below-average areas planted,
instigated by low prices of rice at planting time. The low
production outcome was compounded by torrential rains in
January, which triggered flash floods in parts of the key
producing coastal provinces, damaging standing crops. Based on
reports from INEC, FAO estimates the 2019 aggregate paddy
output at 1.08 million tonnes, 11 percent below the average.

Cereal import requirements in 2019/20
marketing year forecast at above-average level

Cereal import requirements in the 2019/20 marketing year
(July/June) are forecast at 1.26 million tonnes, 4 percent higher
than five-year average, mainly reflecting the anticipated
below-average cereal output and sustained growing demand.

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)
Barley

Maize (Main)
Maize (Second)
Rice*

Whesat

Sowing -
Growing -

Harvesting

Source: FAD/GIEWS.

Ecuador

Cereal Production

2014-2018 2019 change
average 2018 estimate  2019/2018

000 tonnes percent

Maize 1479 1324 1430 3.0
Rice (paddy) 1216 1083 1080 0.3
Barley 15 14 12 4122
Others 20 20 24 17.7
Total 2730 2442 2546 43

Note: percentagechange czalculated from unroundad data.
Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

¢ 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Imports of wheat, which is produced in the country at negligible
levels, are forecast at 1.1 million tonnes, 7 percent above the
five-year average, reflecting the sustained demand for both food
and feed use.

Prices of yellow maize below year-earlier
values

Yellow maize prices eased or held steady between May and
August 2019, reflecting adequate supplies from the main season
harvest, and edged up slightly since September, ahead of the
harvest of the minor season. Overall, prices in October were
slightly below their values in the corresponding month last year.

Prices of rice have been generally stable over 2019 and, in
October, were around their values of a year earlier.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Ecuador

Cereals Imports

000 tonnes
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to
individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of
second year shown).

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cerezl Balance Sheets.

Ecuador

Selected wholesale prices
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B Cuencs, Rice {long grain)
B Cuencs, Maize [yellow)Secondary axis

Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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Reference Date: 8-August-2019 Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT v g
e Cereal output forecast to be below average in 2019, CropLalendar cxinagor foodcon)
despite a modest increase in maize production s
e Cereal imports in 2019/20 marketing year forecast to : Y :
. Maize (Main)
increase )
e Prices of yellow maize decreased seasonally in the “’fa'zf )
second quarter of 2019 o
Wheat
Cereal output forecast to be below average
in 2019, despite a modest increase in maize -
: Sowing
prod u-ct|on | | | | | Sining B
Harvesting of the main yellow maize crop is nearing completion Harvesting

and the minor crop is at the early vegetative stage. Yields of the
harvested crops are officially estimated at above-average level,
mainly reflecting good rainfall amounts received during the crop
development stage. Although planted area of the main season
rebounded from the last year’s low level, it is expected to remain
at below-average levels, reflecting the recent declining trends.
Plantings of the minor season, which accounts for about

20 percent of the annual production, are expected to have
contracted slightly due to the low level of farm gate prices
combined with high prices of fertilizers. As a result of lower
plantings, the 2019 yellow maize output is preliminarily forecast
at 1.4 million tonnes, slightly above the 2018 reduced output, but
still below the average of the previous five years.

Harvesting of the 2019 main season paddy crop, that accounts
for two-thirds of the annual production, is nearing completion,
while the minor season paddy crop is currently at a germination
stage. Official sources report that planted area of both seasons
slightly decreased on account of low farm gate prices.
Consequently, the aggregate 2019 rice production is anticipated
at 1.08 million tonnes, 11 percent below average.

Cereal imports in 2019/20 marketing year
forecast to increase

Cereal import requirements in the 2019/20 marketing year
(July/June) are forecast at 1.36 million tonnes, 14 percent higher
than five-year average, mainly reflecting the anticipated
below-average cereal output. Imports of wheat are also forecast
to continue increasing due to the sustained demand for food and
feed (shrimp) use.

Source: FAQ/GIEWS.

Ecuador

Cereal Production

2014-2018 2013 change
average 2018 forecast 2019/2018
000 tonnes percent
Maize 1479 1324 1400 5.7
Rice (paddy) 1216 1083 1080 03
Barlay 15 14 12 -12.2
Others 20 20 24 17.7
Total 2730 2442 2516 3.1

Note: percentagechange czalculated from unroundad data.
Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
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Prices of yellow maize decreased seasonally

in the second quarter of 2019 Cereals Imports
Yellow maize prices decreased in recent months as the main 000 taqnes
season harvests improved market supplies. Prices were slightly 1600

lower than their year-earlier levels, as the 2019 production
prospects are better than last year due to the rebound in the main

X
season plantings and improved yields. By contrast, prices of rice i;i
were stable since the end of 2018 and were 4 percent lower than %
in July last year. 800
600
400
200
0

Average 2014/15 2018/19 2015/20 forecast
2018/18

1400

Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to
individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of
second year shown).

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.

Ecuador

Selected wholesale prices

US Dollar perkg
1.20 0.60
0.55
115
0.50
110 0.45
0.40
105
0.35
1.00 0.30
oo o 8 S ey B ;
Rice?’ﬁ:_,_:ﬁ:_,_gMalze
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this B Quito, Maize [yellow) Secondary axis
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the B Quito, Rice {long grain)

part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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Reference Date: 31-October-2017 [
Ecuador
EOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT CI’Op Calendar ("major fOOdCfOp}
o Despite some early pest infestations, maize Barl =S J o
production in 2017 anticipated to strongly recover POk I
e Cereal imports in 2017/18 marketing year anticipated Maize ammmm—y | O
to decline sharply | . Ricer aan a=m
e Maize prices in June remained relatively unchanged
Wheat [
JFMAMIJ J ASOND
Cereal output anticipated to recover in 2017,
mainly due to good maize outputs ] :
FAO anticipates that 2017 cereal output’ will reach 2.6 million LHan,m-ng Source: FAO/GIEWS
tonnes, about 7 percent above last year’s reduced output.
Despite excess precipitations at the beginning of the summer
cropping season and the possibility of a second year of f
significant yield reductions due to fungal and pest infestations, Ecuador
output was only 7 percent below from last year same season. Cereal production
Above-average plantings and favourable weather conditions for
the 2017 winter maize crop, whose harvest ends in November, 22\',:;:;;6 o6 o B
are anticipated to more than compensate for these losses. i 000 tonnes. i
Official forecasts point to an increase in winter maize output of ' —
11 percent, leading to an aggregate annual maize output for 2017 ::ZFpMdy) :;:; :;‘: :;gg ’;
forecast at 1.4 million tonnes, 17 percent above last year and Barley 20 20 20 o
about average. By contrast, the 2017 rice crop is anticipated Others 17 18 19 6
down 3 percent from last year. This mainly reflects a reduction in Total 2748 2468 2639 7

planted area due to lower producer prices, coupled with excess
rains and continued pest infestations, which affected yields of the
first (winter) crop harvest.

Cereal imports in 2017/18 marketing year
anticipated to decline sharply

Cereal import requirements in the 2017/18 marketing year
(July/June) are forecast at 784 000 tonnes, over 30 percent less
than the previous year, mainly reflecting the anticipated strong
recovery in 2017 maize output.

Maize prices in September increased
moderately

Yellow maize prices increased by less than 2 percent in
September after the completion of the main season harvest in
August and in anticipation of the winter crop harvest in
November. Prices remained moderately above last year’s levels.

Mote: percentage change cakulated from unounded data,
LSourcc: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

~

Ecuador
Total cereal imports
000 tonnes
2000
1139
G 1004
784
0
Average 201617 2017/18
201213201617 forecast

Motes: Total cereal includes nce o mulled terms. Split year refers to indmdual crop
marketing years.

Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cercal Balance Sheets
\
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Wholesale prices of yellow maize

USD perKg
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15 15 1% W& 16 % W 6 17 17 177 w7 17

w— Quito
Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this — Guayaquil
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the — Cuenca
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of Source: Sistermna de Informacdn Naconal de Agricullurs, Ganadesla, Acusculturs ¥
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Fesca - SINAGAP
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Reference Date: 23-February-2017 [
y Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Cl’Op Calendar ("major fOOdCfOp}
e Maize crop in 2017 anticipated to recover -
Barl aEms X )
e Cereal imports in 2016/17 marketing year unchanged = !
from last year Maize SNETETETED  EEEED
e Prices of yellow maize sustained by tight supplies Rice* apa» aED
Wheat [ =
Maize crop in 2017 is anticipated to recover 9 F MA MBI AS-OND
Planting of the 2017 maize crop concluded in early January. ot =
Although, official estimates of the area sown are not yet Gmw.g &
available, early prospects are good as precipitation levels have i .
, . . arvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
recovered from the last year’s drought and pest infestations are L
reported to be minimal. However, the good level of precipitation
has raised concerns of fungal diseases affecting the maize crop. I
Ecuador
Total cereal production in 2016 was significantly affected by dry C N oeoichict
weather conditions due to the El Nifio, lowering plantings and EHEon PIOCUCION
high pest infestations reaching its lowest levels in the last three 22“,;'20‘5 pre e;‘i’"“:te 23?2% :
years. Cereal output for 2016 is estimated at 2.5 million tonnes " 'agew = : il
(paddy equivalent), 23 percent below the 2015 bumper output. _— -
The decline in cereal output mainly reflects lower 2016 maize Maize 1374 1874 1319 -30
production. By contrast, strong price support and the provision of :‘::e;paddy’ "2;3 "3§g ”$ ";
inputs by the Government helped maintain rice output at average Others 19 19 19 0
levels. Total 2631 | 3239 2498 -23
) ) . Mate: percentage change cakulated from unounded data,
Cereal imports in 2016/17 marketing year | Source: FAOIGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Shoets
unchanged from last year
Cereal imports in the 2016/17 marketing year (July/June) are f
forecast to remain relatively unchanged from last year’s level, Ecuador
mainly reflecting the Government policy of the past several years Total cereal imports
to strongly support domestic agricultural production, particularly s
rice and maize, in its goal to achieve self-sufficiency. However, 2000
higher maize imports are anticipated, reflecting the low
availabilities in the market.
Prices of yellow maize sustained by tight B 1003 AL - 1000
supplies
Wholesale prices of yellow maize increased significantly for a
third month in January, with seasonal trends exacerbated by tight
supplies from a reduced 2016 output. Prices were on average 6 §
some 10 percent above their year-earlier levels in the main Average 2015116 2016117
markets. By contrast, after several months of sustained 2011/12-2015/16 forecast
increases, producer prices decreased by 2 percent in January, bl s i Sl e o
however, remained slightly above their level from a year earlier. matkeing years.
To ease current price levels and cap any further increases, [ Soeror VORI Sty el Asonice Yimets
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Ecuador has significantly increased yellow maize imports in

recent months, particularly for feed. (
Ecuador
Wholesale prices of yellow maize
USD perKg
05
03 /-
oA
SN T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May Rl Sep Nov lJan
15 15 15 15 15 15 W6 16 W% 16 & 1w 17
w— Quito
— Guayaquil
— Cuenca
Source: Sstema de Informacdn Naconal de Agricullure, Ganadesla, Acuscultung v
Pesca - SINAGAP
~
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Reference Date: 10-November-2016 [
Ecuador
e Cereal production in 2016 declined from last year’s . bl i
| ams X D
bumper level Faiey |
e Cereal imports unchanged from last year in 2016/17 Maize o O
marketing year _ Rice* aso» Lt
e Maize prices increased seasonally in October
Wheat aapys @ @
. . . JFMAMIJ) J ASOND
Cereal production in 2016 declined from last
year’s bumper level soibi; QI
Total cereal production in 2016 is estimated at 2.7 million tonnes Growing @D
(paddy equivalent), 12 percent below the 2015 bumper output. LHarvesting Source: FAQ/GIEWS
The decline in cereal output mainly reflects lower 2016 maize
production, as ample carryover stocks and low prices at the -
beginning of the season discouraged plantings. Lower yields in Ecuador
key-growing areas as a result of fungal and viral infections also
contributed to the reduction in maize output. However, maize Cereal production
output remained above the five-year average. By contrast, strong 2011-2015 2016 change
price support and the provision of inputs by the Government average 2015 _estimate 2016/201
helped maintain rice output at last year’s above-average level. Il 000 tonnes. percent
Malze 1374 1874 1500 -20
Planting of the 2017 rice and maize crops is underway under Rice (paddy) 1204 1200 1210 1
relatively favourable weather conditions. Continued Government g:hf'z :0 :0 3‘9’ 0
support in the form of inputs, coupled with high domestic prices, 2 2 2 L
should increase sowings over last year’s reduced levels, Total 2617 | 313 278 o2
particularly for maize. Mote: percentage change cakulated from unrounded data,
L Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

Cereal imports unchanged from last year in
2016/17 marketing year

Cereal imports in the 2016/17 marketing year (July/June) are
forecast to remain relatively unchanged from last year’s reduced
level, mainly reflecting Government policy of the past several
years to strongly support agricultural production, particularly rice
and maize, in its goal to achieve self-sufficiency.

Maize prices increased seasonally in October

Yellow maize prices in October strengthened following seasonal
patterns and were somewhat above their year-earlier values due
to a reduction in the main 2016 season output harvested earlier

in the year and high internal demand.
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Ecuador

Total cereal imports

000 tonnes

1000
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924

Average 2015116 201617
2011/12-201516 forecast

Motes: Total cereal includes nce o milled terms. Split year refers to indmidual crop
marketing years.

Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Ecuador
Wholesale prices of yellow maize

USD perKg
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Reference Date: 18-July-2016

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Cereal production in 2016 forecast at high level

e Cereal imports to decrease sharply in 2016/17
marketing year

e Rice and maize prices stable in June

Cereal production in 2016 forecast at high
level

Harvest of the 2016 maize crop is well advanced and latest
forecasts point to an output of 1.6 million tonnes, 5 percent below
last year’s bumper crop, but still above the five-year average. The
small decline in maize production expected this year mainly
reflects the effects of fungal and viral infections on the crop in the
provinces of Los Rios, Guayas, and Manabi. While no official
information on losses is yet available, preliminary reports point to
harvest losses as high as 40 percent in most affected areas. In
June, the Government declared a state of emergency for maize
production in these provinces. The 2016 rice harvest is virtually
concluded and initial estimates point to an output similar to last
year’'s above-average level. Strong price support and the
provision of inputs by the Government helped maintain rice
output. Total cereal production in 2016 is anticipated to reach

2.8 million tonnes (paddy equivalent), or slightly below the
bumper level of 2015.

Cereal imports to decrease in 2016/17
marketing year

Cereal imports in the 2016/17 marketing year (July/June) are
forecast to decrease some 2 percent, to 744 000 tonnes. The
decline reflects the trend of the past several years in response to
Government policy to strongly support agricultural production,
particularly rice and maize, in its goal to achieve self-sufficiency.

Rice and maize prices stable in June

Yellow maize prices in June increased mainly supported by
deteriorating prospects for the 2016 second season maize crop
affected by pest and fungal infestations. However, in main
markets, Guayaquil and Quito, prices still remained well below
their level from a year earlier. Rice prices were also relatively
stable in June, however, prices remain well above their levels a
year earlier.

Ecuador
Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

Barley a4 4o
Maize SEEmmmTER 2020202
Rice* -.a EED
Wheat -aE-.» @ @@
J FMAMI) J ASOND
Sowing [ ]
Growing (D
Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
L
4
Ecuador
Cereal production
2011-2015 2016 change
average 2015  forecast 2016/2015
Maize 1334 1673 1,600 -4
Rice (paddy) 1,204 1200 1,210 1
Barley 20 20 20 0
Others 19 19 19 0
Total 2577 2912 2849 2

Mate: percentage change cakculated from unounded data,

LSoum.‘: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Total cereal imports

000 tonnes
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Average 201516 2016/17
2011/12-201516 forecast

Maotes: Total cereal includes nce o milled terma. Split year refers to indmidual crop
marketing years.

Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Ecuador
Wholesale prices of rice

USD perKg
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Ecuador
Wholesale prices of yellow maize

USD perKg
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Reference Date: 19-November-2015 (
Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop calendar (*major fOOdCfOp)
3 I(;?/reeial production in 2015 estimated at a bumper | Barley s Epr—
e Cereal imports to decrease sharply in 2015/16 Maize EEED
e Rice prices stable in October, those of maize Rice* aED
seasonally increased
| Wheat [
. . . JJFMAMIJ J ASOND
Cereal production in 2015 estimated at a ’
bumper level Lsowip;  GEED
Cereal production in 2015 is preliminarily estimated at | Growing  GID
2.5 million tonnes or 5 percent above last year’s reduced level | Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
and well-above average. Maize production is estimated at N
record highs, bolstered by Government’s support programs p
which included provision of agriculture inputs and of financial Ecuador
resources to producers, towards the achievement of
self-sufficiency in production. The 2015 rice output is also Cereal production
estimated at high level and close to average, as precipitation 2010-2014 2015 change
recovered from the low levels during sowing and resulted in ‘ average 2014 forecast 2015/2014
good crop yields. 000 tonnes percent
' Rice (paddy) 1238 1162 1210 4
Sowing of the 2016 maize and rice crops is well advanced, | Maize 1115 1218 1300 7
however, some concerns persist about El Nifio conditions and g::‘e“/ fg ig fg g
the possible impact on plantings and crop development during | =
the season. According to remote sensing data, despite | Tosal 230 _| 2419 358 2
abnormal dry weather in the northwest of the country, Mot pmcmmichumnge e o w o s,
precipitations have remained so far at average or slightly ool o iacener
below average in main producing regions, benefiting the ‘
normal progress of the season. &
| Ecuador
Cereal imports to decrease sharply in | Total cereal imports
2015/16 000 tonnes
Cereal imports in the 2015/16 marketing year (July/June) are (i
forecast to decrease sharply. The sharp drop in imports mainly
reflects reduced imports of maize, which have declined
year-on-year by more than 40 percent, following Government
efforts to achieve self-sufficiency. By contrast, wheat imports 1000 121k 998
are expected to remain high. 758
Rice prices stable in October, those of maize
seasonally increased 0
a4/ /
Rice prices were relatively stable or declined in October, 20,(,?:?;3?4,, 5 accal i;’,ﬁ;;;’
however, prices remain well above their levels a year earlier,
despite this year’s good production, as a resu|t Of IOW ‘ 2‘,1:0;'::)““'{::“““:'“” nce w1 milled terma, Split year refers to indmdual crop
carry-over stocks from the 2014 reduced harvest. By CONtrast, | souce tAGIEWS Courtry Cereal Balsnce Sheets

maize prices began to seasonally increase in most markets of -

the country, although they were unchanged in the capital
Quito.
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Ecuador
Wholesale prices of rice

USD perKg
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Wholesale prices of yellow maize

USD perKg
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Ecuador GIEWS
Reference Date: 19-November-2015 (
Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop calendar (*major fOOdCfOp)
3 I(;?/reeial production in 2015 estimated at a bumper | Barley s Epr—
e Cereal imports to decrease sharply in 2015/16 Maize EEED
e Rice prices stable in October, those of maize Rice* aED
seasonally increased
| Wheat [
. . . JJFMAMIJ J ASOND
Cereal production in 2015 estimated at a ’
bumper level Lsowip;  GEED
Cereal production in 2015 is preliminarily estimated at | Growing  GID
2.5 million tonnes or 5 percent above last year’s reduced level | Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
and well-above average. Maize production is estimated at N
record highs, bolstered by Government’s support programs p
which included provision of agriculture inputs and of financial Ecuador
resources to producers, towards the achievement of
self-sufficiency in production. The 2015 rice output is also Cereal production
estimated at high level and close to average, as precipitation 2010-2014 2015 change
recovered from the low levels during sowing and resulted in ‘ average 2014 forecast 2015/2014
good crop yields. 000 tonnes percent
' Rice (paddy) 1238 1162 1210 4
Sowing of the 2016 maize and rice crops is well advanced, | Maize 1115 1218 1300 7
however, some concerns persist about El Nifio conditions and g::‘e“/ fg ig fg g
the possible impact on plantings and crop development during | =
the season. According to remote sensing data, despite | Tosal 230 _| 2419 358 2
abnormal dry weather in the northwest of the country, Mot pmcmmichumnge e o w o s,
precipitations have remained so far at average or slightly ool o iacener
below average in main producing regions, benefiting the ‘
normal progress of the season. &
| Ecuador
Cereal imports to decrease sharply in | Total cereal imports
2015/16 000 tonnes
Cereal imports in the 2015/16 marketing year (July/June) are (i
forecast to decrease sharply. The sharp drop in imports mainly
reflects reduced imports of maize, which have declined
year-on-year by more than 40 percent, following Government
efforts to achieve self-sufficiency. By contrast, wheat imports 1000 121k 998
are expected to remain high. 758
Rice prices stable in October, those of maize
seasonally increased 0
a4/ /
Rice prices were relatively stable or declined in October, 20,(,?:?;3?4,, 5 accal i;’,ﬁ;;;’
however, prices remain well above their levels a year earlier,
despite this year’s good production, as a resu|t Of IOW ‘ 2‘,1:0;'::)““'{::“““:'“” nce w1 milled terma, Split year refers to indmdual crop
carry-over stocks from the 2014 reduced harvest. By CONtrast, | souce tAGIEWS Courtry Cereal Balsnce Sheets

maize prices began to seasonally increase in most markets of -

the country, although they were unchanged in the capital
Quito.
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Ecuador
Wholesale prices of rice

USD perKg
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Wholesale prices of yellow maize
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Reference Date: 24-February-2014 ’Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT ‘ Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
e Early prospects for the 2014 main season maize crop Barley — Rpr—
favourable
e 2013 maize production estimated at record levels Maize SNEVETSTED EEED
e Cereal imports are projected to decrease in 2013/14 Rice* a =3
marketing year
e Maize prices surged in January but overall at relatively low | Wheat .
levels JJEFMAMIJ J ASOND
Early prospects for the 2014 main season s ;

maize cro P favourable | Harvesting Source: FAQ/GIEWS

Planting of the 2014 main (winter) maize was completed in
December under favourable weather conditions. Official estimates p

of the area planted for the 2014 main (winter) maize season, which Ecuador
accounts for around two-thirds of the annual production, are not
yet available. However, it is expected that plantings will remain at Cereal production
last year’s high levels since the Government continues its maize 2008-2012 2013 change
production support programme, begun in 2012, aiming to achieve average 2012 forecast 2013/2012
self-sufficiency in maize. Under the programme farmers are 000 tonnes percent
receiving technology packages consisting of improved seeds and Rice (paddy) 1521 1400 1540 10
other agricultural inputs, as well as technical assistance and a Maize 921 980 1100 12
guaranteed minimum price which at planting was almost double ‘ g:::gs ;g f(‘) ;g z
the world price. Good precipitation in January and first half of
February benefited crop establishment and development of early | Tl 80k L2001 3050 11
planted crops. The early outlook for the harvest from late June is | Nate: percentage change cakulated from unrounded data,
favourable . L Source: FMOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
2013 maize production estimated at record (Ecuador
levels
As a result of good yields and larger plantings in the main and Tota) cereal imports
secondary seasons, the 2013 maize output is estimated at a new ‘m;m‘“’”
record high of 1.1 million tonnes, 12 percent up from the previous
year’s bumper crop. The surge in maize production is primarily
driven by the Government support program for maize and the
strong demand from the feed sector. 114 e 1061

1000
Cereal imports are projected to decrease in
2013/14 marketing year
Forecasts for cereal imports in the 2013/14 marketing year
(May/April), point to a 10 percent reduction. This mainly reflects ¢ — A3A%H3 2013714
the decrease in maize imports, projected at 420 000 tonnes or 2008/09-2012/13 forecast
16 percent below the previous year’s level following the bumper
2013 maize production and the import regulations in place. To ::1?;}:’:1::*“"““’ v et nello Ry Sl yoox ades 40 kvl m] oo
sustain local prices of maize, import permits are only granted to | Source: FAOIGIEWS Country Cercal Balance Shoets

\
.

cover domestic production shortfalls. Wheat imports are
anticipated to remain relatively unchanged from their historical
levels.

Maize prices surged in January but still at
relatively low levels
Maize prices surged in January - particularly in Quito - supported

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



by a significant reduction in imports, coupled with sustained
demand from the feed industry, and an already high minimum
support price. The authorization by the Government of 120 000
tonnes of maize imports in late December is expected to
contribute to lower local prices. Despite the sharp increase last
month, maize prices remained unchanged relative to January
2012.

By contrast, reflecting ample supplies in the market, prices of rice,
the main staple in the country, remained unchanged in January
and from a year earlier.

~

Ecuador
Wholesale prices of yellow maize
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Wholesale prices of rice
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Reference Date: 12-December-2013

Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT | Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
e 2013 maize production estimated at record levels | Barley
e Cereal imports projected to decrease in 2013/14 marketing year ‘
e Prices for cereals continue at low levels | Maize
| Rice*
2013 maize production estimated at record levels 1 —

Harvesting of the 2013 secondary maize crop is complete and JFMAMIJ J ASOND
production is estimated to increase from last year's same season level.

The 2013 main (winter) season maize crop, which accounts for around Sowing D

two-thirds of the annual production was harvested in July and was also | Growing @D

estimated significantly higher than in 2012. In aggregate, the 2013 | Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS

maize output is expected at a new record high of 1.1 million tonnes,

12 percent up from the previous year’s bumper crop. The surge of
maize production is due to increased plantings, following sustained
demand from the feed industry, the use of improved seed varieties, and Ecuador

r

the setting of a minimum support price for small scale farmers by the Cereal production
Government.
2008-2012 2013 change
. . . ‘ average 2012 forecast 2013/2012

Cereal imports are projected to decrease in 000 tonnes percent
2013/14 marketing year | Rice (paddy) 1521 1400 1540 10

. . . . | Maize an 980 1,100 12
Forecasts for cereal imports in the 2013/14 marketing year (May/April) Barley 20 21 20 5
point to a reduction of 10 percent. This mainly reflects the projected | Others 20 19 20 5
decrease in maize imports, tentatively forecast at 420 000 tonnes or | Total 2,482 2420 2,680 1
16 percent below the previous year’s level following the bumper 2013 | ok chisin ikl W irsssinciod vk,

maize production. Wheat imports are anticipated to remain relatively { Scimen: FAAGIEWS Conintry Carenl Safance Shestx
unchanged from their historical levels.

Prices for cereals continue at low levels Ecuador
Reflecting ample supplies in the market, prices of yellow maize, used Total cereal imports
as feed, remained unchanged in November, and either below or Rl
unchanged from November 2012. Following the recovery in production | 2000

from last year’s low levels, prices of rice—the main staple in the
country—have remained unchanged in Quito. Although prices of rice
slightly increased in November in Guayaquil, they were still 6 percent -

below levels last year. Prices of wheat flour, another main staple, 1114 1091
declined or were stable in November and either below or unchanged 1000
from November 2012, reflecting trends in international markets as

wheat is almost entirely imported in the country.

Average 201213 201314
2008/09-201213 forecast

‘ Maotes: Total cereal includes nce m mulled terms, Split year refers to indmdual crop
marketing years.

| Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

.
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Wholesale prices of yellow maize
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Reference Date: 07-November-2013

Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT | Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
e 2013 maize production estimated at record levels | Barley
e Cereal imports projected to decrease in 2013/14 marketing year ‘
e Cereal prices remain low | Maize
| Rice*
2013 maize production estimated at record levels 1 —
Harvesting of the 2013 secondary maize crop is nearing completion JFMAMIJ J ASOND
and production is anticipated to increase from last year’s same season
level. The 2013 main (winter) season maize crop, which accounts for Sowing D
around two-thirds of the annual production was harvested earlier inthe | Gowing @D
year and was also estimated significantly higher than in 2012. In | Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
aggregate, the 2013 maize output is forecast at a new record high of
1.1 million tonnes, 12 percent up from the previous year's bumper crop. .
The surge of maize production is due to increased plantings, following
sustained demand from the feed industry, the use of improved seed Ecuador
varieties, and the setting of a minimum support price for small scale Cereal production
farmers by the Government. 2008-2012 2013 [Fchange
‘ average 2012 forecast 2013/2012
Cereal imports are projected to decrease in 4 S e i
2013/14 marketing year Rice (paddy) 1,521 1400 1,540 10
| Maize an 980 1,100 12
Forecasts for cereal imports in the 2013/14 marketing year (May/April) Barley 20 21 20 5
point to a reduction of 10 percent. This mainly reflects the projected | Others 20 12 20 3
decrease in maize imports, tentatively forecast at 420 000 tonnes or | Total 2482 2420 2,680 11
16 percent below the previous year’s level following the bumper 2013 | ok icscmnaige chirnge ¢ alcidataid Bon uraotinded tata,
maize production. Wheat imports are anticipated to remain relatively | e FACNSIENS Coniary Comanl Rajanci Shuetd
unchanged from their historical levels.
-
Prices for cereals remain at low levels Ecuador
Reflecting ample supplies in the market, prices of yellow maize, used Total cereal imports
as feed, remained relatively unchanged in October, and either below or 000 tonnes
unchanged from October 2012. Following the recovery in production | 2000
from last year’s low levels, prices of rice—the main staple in the
country—have remained relatively unchanged in Quito and declined in
Guayaquil. Prices of wheat flour, another main staple, declined slightly 1220
in October and were almost 8 percent lower than October 2012, dgas Ll 1091
reflecting trends in international markets as the wheat is almost entirely
imported in the country.
0
Average 201213 201314
2008/09-201213 forecast

| Maotes: Total cereal includes nce m mulled terms, Split year refers to indmdual crop
marketing years.

| Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

A
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Wholesale prices of yellow maize
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Reference Date: 01-October-2013 »‘ Ecuador

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT
e 2013 cereal production close to record levels
e Yellow maize prices stabilized at low levels

2013 cereal production close to record levels

Harvesting of the 2013 secondary maize crop, to be completed in
November, is underway. Prospects are generally favourable and
production is expected to increase from last year’'s same season level.
The 2013 main (winter) season maize crop, which accounts for around
two thirds of the annual production and was harvested earlier in the
year, was also estimated significantly higher than in 2012. In aggregate,
the 2013 maize output is forecast at a new record high of 1.1 million
tonnes, 12 percent up from the previous year’s bumper crop. The surge
of maize production is due to increased plantings, following sustained
demand from the feed industry, to the use of improved seed varieties,
as well as to the setting of a minimum support price for small scale
farmers by the Government.

The 2013 rice production was estimated at a normal level of 1.5 million
tonnes (878 000 tonnes milled basis), 10 percent above the reduced
2012 output, which was affected by pest infestations and heavy rains.
Overall, the 2013 cereal production is forecast at 2.68 million tonnes,
up 11 percent from 2012.

Yellow maize prices stabilized at low levels

Prices of yellow maize used as feed stabilized in recent months
following sharp declines with the 2013 main season maize harvest and
in September were about 20 percent below their levels of a year earlier.
Prices of rice, the main staple in the country, have remained relatively
unchanged in the past year. Prices of wheat flour, another main staple,
declined slightly in September following trends in international markets
as the wheat is almost entirely imported in the country.

| Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

| Barley EED - o
| Maize SNEYETED EEEED
| Rice* - [si=#:
| Wheat T
J FMAMI] J ASOND

| Sowing [ o—
| Growing D
| Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
3
s
|
| Ecuador
| Cereal production
|

2008-2012 2013 change
‘ average 2012  forecast 2013/2012
| 000 tonnes percent
1
| Rice (paddy) 1,521 1,400 1,540 10
| Maize an 980 1,100 12
| Barley 20 21 20 -5
| Others 20 19 20 5
|
| Total 2,482 2420 2,680 1

|
| Maote: percentage change cakculated from unrounded data,
Source: FMNGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

Ecuador
Wholesale prices of yellow maize
USD per Kg
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Wholesale prices of rice
USD perKg

R ]

Ju g

o2

o7

| BRAES BBCSE I TR AN S MR TP G0 A U328 O I3 s 0L
Sep Nov lan Mar May Jul Sep Nov JBn Mar May Ml Sep
o1 12 1’ 12 12 12 12 13 13 13 1313
— Quito

- Ambato

Source: Sistema de Informacadn Navonal de Agricultura, Ganaderia, Acuscultung y
Pesca - SINAGAP

\

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture




GIEWS Country Brief 6{;&&@
Ecuador GIEWS

Reference Date: 28-June-2013

Ecuador
e Record maize production in 2013 .
| Barl LEE= [ ]
e Cereal imports to decline in 2012/13 (May/April) %
e Maize prices fell in June | Maize
) ) ) | Rice* a=D
Record maize production in 2013 1 — aEne
Harvesting of the 2013 main (winter) maize and rice crops season, JFMAMIJ J ASOND
which accounts for around two thirds of the annual production is
underway. Latest forecasts for the 2013 aggregate cereal production Sowing D
(winter and summer crops) point to an increase of about 10 percent | Growing  GEED
from last year’s level, to almost 2.7 million tonnes. The maize output, iS | Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
anticipated at a record level of 1.1 million tonnes, some 12 percent up
from last year’s bumper crop. This is the result of an increase in the -
area planted, due to sustained demand from the feed industry, coupled E d
with improved yields following the distribution of higher yielding seed cuador
varieties to small farmers through a government support programme. Cereal production
Generally good weather during the agricultural season also favoured 2008-2012 2013 [Fchange
crop development. ‘ average 2012 forecast 2013/2012
000 tonnes percent
Early estimates point to an increase of 10 percent of the 2013 rice | Rice (paddy) 1521 | 1400 1540 10
production from last year’s harvest which was reduced by unfavourable | maize 921 980 1,100 12
weather and pest infestations. The output is put at 1.5 million tonnes Barley 20 2 20 =
(878 000 tonnes, milled basis). | Qthers 2 12 2 2
| Total 2482 2420 2,680 11
Cereal imports to decline in 2013/14 (May/April) | S FAGAIBWS Conry Come S et

Reflecting this year’s record maize crop, imports in 2013/14 are

tentatively forecast to go down by 16 percent from the previous year to r

420 000 tonnes. Wheat imports are forecast to remain strong at around Ecuador
580 000 tonnes to satisfy consumption needs of the growing

population, as well as sustained feed demand from the aquaculture Total cereal imports
industry. | 000 tonnes
| 2000

Yellow maize prices declined in June

Prices of yellow maize, used as feed, declined significantly in June with i%68

the 2013 main season harvest, after increasing since mid-2012 LALR 1115
supported by high demand for feed. Prices of rice, the main staple in 1000
the country, were stable in June but still significantly higher than a year

earlier reflecting low supplies following last year’s reduced output.

Wheat flour prices remained also stable but lower than a year earlier as

a result of adequate imports of wheat. 0

Average 201213 201314
2008/09-201213 forecast

| MNates: Total cereal includes nce n milled terms, Split year refers to indmadual crop
marketing years.
| Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Shoets

\
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Reference Date: 26-July-2012 Ecuador
50D SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

e The 2012 main season rice crop adversely affected by pest SES
attacks and heavy rains

e Cereal imports to remain steady Maize SNEETREED

e Rice prices on the increase a

| Barley

Rice*

| Wheat o

The 2012 main season rice crop affected by pest R TRy R

attacks and heavy rains

Harvesting of the 2012 main season’s rice crop, which represents about | Sowing D

60 percent of the aggregate national output, is about to be completed. | Growing G

In late May and June the crop was hit by a plague of snails which it is | Hacvesting Source: FAQ/GIEWS
estimated to have sharply reduced yields. Earlier in the season, heavy -

rains severely affected the main growing areas in the provinces of r

Guayas and Los Rios and the area lost to rice was officially estimated E d
. . . cuadaor
in late April at about 22 000 hectares, or approximately 6 percent of the 3
annual national area planted to rice. The Government is currently Cereal production
distributing agricultural input packages that include rice, maize and 2007-2011 2012 change
soybeans seeds, and fertilizers to the worst hit provinces and is taking average | 2011 forecast SUURSEESS
measures to prevent the spread of the snail plague to the secondary ¥ tonnes e
season crops, currently being planted. Assuming normal growing Rice (paddy) 1588 1478 1400 5
conditions during the secondary season, the 2012 rice aggregate ’:3:2'3 82‘]’ Sig 9‘)’? :
. . . P arley

output (main and secondary season) is tentatively forecast at 1.4 million | &, = 20 20 2 &
tonnes or 5 percent below the drought-reduced level of 2011.

Total 2458 2348 2340 0
Damages to 2012 maize crops caused by the torrential rains earlier in Rty pemceniuie i calcuid Sov UraUocer e,

Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

the year were not severe and the 2012 production forecast points to an
increase of 8 percent compared to last year, mainly reflecting higher -
plantings and yields compared to 2011.
Ecuador

Cereal imports to remain steady Total cereal imports

The country heavily depends on wheat imports to satisfy its domestic ;"?’ﬂ;gm“‘”

demand and imports are forecast at around 545 000 tonnes in 2012/13

marketing year (July/June), close to the levels of the past few years.

Despite the good output anticipated in 2012, maize imports are 114 1150 1130
expected to remain at about 500 000 tonnes in 2012/13 (July/June) 1000

marketing year (July/June), in response to the increasing demand from

the animal feed industry.

Rice prices on the increase £

Prices of rice increased in the past few months reflecting deteriorating 5 ooﬁgzigfl’,] \ D)4 fg{‘:c; ;
prospects for the 2012 main season’s rice crop. In Quito, rice prices in '

the first weeks of July aVeraged USD 1.02 per kg and were 20 percent Naotes: Total cesreal includes nce o mulled terms. Split year refers to indnidual crop

markeling years.
Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cercal Balance Sheets

higher than a year earlier. The Government announced in July the
distribution of 1 400 tonnes of rice in selected markets to be sold at .
USD 0.7 per kg.

By contrast, prices of yellow maize have declined markedly in the past
three months with the arrival of the new harvest into the markets and
prices in the first weeks of July were below their levels at the same time
a year ago.
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Wholesale prices of rice
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Reference Date: 01-March-2012 (
\ Ecuador
o Tgrrent_lal rains flood coastal areas | Bartey s o
e Rice prices higher ]
?‘ Maize SNEEEEED EEEED
Torrential rains flood coastal areas | Rice* - aED
T_he winter rainy season, which lasts f_rom October to March in the 1 Wheat s
sierra zone and from January to May in the coastal producer area, was JEMAMIJ J ASOND
aggravated this year by the La Nifia weather pattern. The flooding and
landslides caused by the rain, affected 8 400 people nationwide and |sowing GEED
caused loss of life. The provinces suffering the heaviest rainfall and | Growing GEED
worst damage to infrastructure, housing, and agriculture were Guayas, | Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
Los Rios, Esmeraldas, and Manabi in the coastal region. On 9 .
February a state of emergency was declared in the municipality of .
Chone in Manabi.
Ecuador
Sowing for the 2012 rice crop will soon be completed, and maize Cereal production
sowing ended last December. Early prospects for the cereal harvest are 20062010 2011 change
uncertain owing to the intensive rainfall of January and February. In the average 2010  estimate 2011/2010
provinces of Guayas, Los Rios and Manabi, the rains affected 22 000 000 tonnes percent
hectares of crops, over half of which in Manabi, which reported 13 000 Rice (paddy) e B A2
hectares damaged, equivalent to 12 percent of the sown area. The | Maize 819 800 760 5
worst affected crops are rice, vegetables, banana, and cocoa. As yet, | Barley 22 22 22 o
however, there are no definitive estimates of crop losses nationwide. | Qthers 2 . 2 2.
The forecast is for above normal rainfall to continue until March. | Total 2433 2446 2205 -10

I

| Naote: percentage change cakculated from unrounded data,
kioulcc: FAOIGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

Rice prices higher

The excessive rains have also hindered crop marketing because of r
damage to transport infrastructure and the difficulty of reaching Ecuador
production centres. Rice prices surged in late 2011 and early 2012, in

the wake of lower output in 2011 and recent marketing difficulties. In Wholesale prices of rice

Quito, rice prices in January 2012 were 9 percent higher than a year US Dollar per Kg
earlier. !
194
(i N\ﬂ
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~ Quito, Rice (long grain)
— Ambato, Rice (long grain}

Source: Sistema de Infarmacdn Navonal de Agricultura, Ganaderia, Acusculturs y
Pesca - SINAGAP

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



GIEWS Country Brief gﬁf&’q

' i
Ecuador GIEWS
Reference Date: 28-September-2011 (Ecuador
e Cereal production down in 2011
Barl TES - D
e Imports expected to increase in 2011/12 (July/June) U
| Maize SRR EEED
Cereal production declines in 2011 Rice* a» aED
Harvesting of the main cereal crop in 2011 has ended, with total Wheat s
production provisionally estimated at 2.2 million tonnes, 10 percent less | J EMAMIJ J ASOND
than the previous year's harvest and 9 percent below the average of the
last five years. Rice output (paddy rice), for which harvesting was Sowing @D
completed in July, has declined mostly as a result of the February-April Growing @D
drought that reduced both area planted and yields. Early estimates also | arvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
point to a drop in maize production, forecast at 7.6 million tonnes, 5 .
percent below the 2010 level and 7 percent below average. p
Ecuador

Cereal imports increasing

Cereal imports are expected to rise in the 2011/12 marketing year
(July/June) to a level of 1.1 million tonnes. Ecuador imports around half 228;:0'0 s fozrg:;“ £m0
of the maize it needs for the growing feed industry; and it depends z

Cereal production

almost entirely on imports to satisfy domestic demand for wheat. S e pRoNE
Rice (paddy) 1571 1600 1400 -12
. . Maize 819 800 760 -5
Food prices rise Barley 2 2 2 0
. . Others 1 1 12 9

Consumer prices rose by 4.84 percent year-on-year in August 2011,
Total 2433 2446 2205 -10

compared to 3.82 percent in August 2010. Prices in the food product

group are outpacing both general inflation and inflation in non-food :bwzp?;glm\?shg"@:a'éumﬁ*;m m;mrldeddm
. . source: N 4 ¢ Coreal Halance 5
products. Bread and potatoes were the products contributing most to \ &

the general annual inflation rate.

Ecuador
Total cereal imports
000 tonnes
2000
1063 1109 1130
1000
0
Average 201011 201112
2006/07-2010/11 forecast

MNates: Total cereal includes nce o mulled terms, Split year refers to indnadual crop
marketing years.
LSoulcc: FAMOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Ecuador GIEWS
Reference Date: 10-June-2011 G
[ Ecuador
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 1 CrOp Ca'endar (”n)ajor fOOdCl’OD)
e Drought affects 2011 maize and rice production ‘ Barley s FRp—
i ‘= SNRETE=ED
Drought affects 2011 cereal production [ _—
prospects 1 Rice* a-a Lit—i
Harvesting of 2011 winter maize and rice crops is in progress. Early | Wheat T
2011 rice estimates point to a production of 1.4 million tonnes, JFMAMIJ J ASOND
12 percent less than last year. Similarly, maize production estimates
show a decrease compared to the low level of last year. The | Soving D
decrease in the 2011 cereal production prospects is due to the | Growing D
reduction in the area sown and a decrease in yield which resulted | Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
from the lack of rain from February to April and above average
temperatures in coastal areas, particularly in the production province -
of Guayas. At the beginning of April, the government declared a
~Jin| : o detid Ecuador
state of emergency in six of the country's 24 provinces: Loja, Los
Rios, Guayas, Santa Elena, Manabi and El Oro. Rainfall in May Cereal production
arrived too late to avoid crop losses. Official estimates indicate that 2006-2010 2011 ¢
around 180 000 hectares of rice and maize crops were lost during average 2010 forecast _2011/2010
the period of water shortage. The government has assigned 000 tonnes percent
USD 46 million to tackle the state of emergency and allow for Rice (paddy) 1571 1600 1400 12
supplementary irrigation. In 2011, an increase is forecast for maize Maize 828 800 760 -5
imports while rice stocks should guarantee a sufficient supply f;:"” o4 o4 < 9
despite losses. btk 1 1 12 2
Total 2444 2448 2268 -7

On 1 June, the government set the minimum price support at Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data,

kSour(c: FAOIGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

Ecuador Sucre 16.5 (USD 0.00064) per quintal (45.36 kg) for 2011

winter maize.
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Ecuador GIEWS
Reference Date: 06-April-2010 ;-Ecuador i
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
e Heavy rains caused flooding and affected nearly 5 thousand Barley [Pr— rp—
families in the country's coastal provinces
e Government is supporting 2010 wheat production to increase Malze CEEIEESETT L i
average yields Rice* a aEE
Heavy rains end prolonged dry weather conditions | """ R TR
Prolonged drought conditions affected the country in the last months of
2009, in particular the province of Manabi where important staple crops couwg D
such as maize and beans have reported some localized losses. | Growing  GEED
Harwvesting Lource: FAGYGIEWS
Then, in February, heavy showers caused floods and landslides. The ! 4
most affected provinces were Esmeraldas, Manabi, El Oro, Guayas . N

and Los Rios, where almost 70 percent of the total annual maize d
production is concentrated. Ecuador

Total cereal production and impaorts
Harvesting of 2010 winter maize, mainly yellow is scheduled to start in Bt i
May. Despite localized damages to newly born plants caused by the | 3000

reported flooding, planted area, approximately 430 000 hectares, is
very similar to previous year.

2000
Driven by government measures, planting the 2010
wheat crop is approaching completion | o4 gou o o DL U2
In northern and central highlands, planting of 2010 main wheat crop is
almost complete and sowed area is similar to the average level of the
last five years. However, government incentive programs, including the °
distribution of improved seeds and subsidies for the purchase of 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 JO08/09 2009/10
agricultural inputs, are expected to boost average yields and increase e Imports estimate
production.

mw::T_ul:al oereal includes rice in milied terms. $plit wear refers to indradual crop
Similarly, planting of the first 2010 rice crop, which represents almost i il Countey Coreal Balarce Sheets
75 percent of total production, is recently completed in coastal - o
provinces. The area planted is reported at 330 000 hectares, a level - -
similar to the average of the last three years. . Ecuador
Increased domestic demand for wheat in 2009/10 iff::d el pisces
Cereal import requirements for marketing year 2009/10 (July/June) are 3
forecast to slightly increase compared to the level of 2008/09, mainly
due to the high domestic demand of wheat and wheat products,
favoured by more stable international prices, and wider dissemination ,_/_\H'_‘

of school feeding programmes. . _/“/
| M

rryrrJ1ryfrqrrfrr Y fr1yYrYEETT
MNov Jam Mar May Jul Sep Mov Janm Mar May Jul Sep HNow
oF 08 08 08 0B 08 O O9 09 08 09 09 09

= Ecuador, Juito, Retail, Maize, Kg
= Ecuador, Juito, Retail, Potatoes (chola) , Kg
— Ecuados, Quito, Retail, Rice, Kg

Source Ministeno de agriculturs ganaderis acuacultura y pescs
LS )
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Ecuador

Reference Date: 12-October-2009

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

e Coastal provinces received sufficient rainfall volumes for sowing
of the important rice crop

e Good prospects for rice and maize production

e Maize domestic prices still at record level

Good rainfall volumes on the coastal regions

Rainfall volumes well below seasonal average were recorded in the
Inter-Andean regions while favourably significant rains returned on the
Pacific coastal provinces with mean precipitation volumes 35 percent
higher than seasonal average.

Temperatures were slightly above normal seasonal values.

Good forecast for rice production

Sowing of the 2010 rice crop is underway in coastal provinces of
Guayas, Los Rios and Manabi with beneficial water supplies allowing
planting and other fieldwork to proceed smoothly.

Preliminary forecast point to a total planted area very similar to 2008,
approximately 330 000 hectares.

Increasing planted area could result in a better
maize output for 2009

Harvesting of the maize summer crop (mainly white) has just started in
October in the inter-Andean departments of Azuay, Chimborazo and
Pichincha. Prospects for total 2009 maize production are slightly above
last year’s result as plantings of the first season crop, which accounts
for about 75 per cent of domestic output, recorded an increase in
surface of 5 percent compared to the same period of 2008.

The total expected production is estimated at approximately 830 000
tonnes.

Maize prices, as of June 2009, are stable but still
well above 2007 level

Despite a slight decline from the beginning of 2009, retail maize prices,
are still more than 60 percent higher than two years ago.

Rice prices, supported by en excellent domestic production, are stable
since march 2008. Additionally, the price of potatoes in Quito, another
important staple food for Ecuadorians, is going down from the record of
November-January 2008.
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	Abovenormal rainy season disrupted agricultural activity
	Despite heavy rains and floods, plantings of 2025 maize and paddy crops anticipated at aboveaverage level
	Rising import requirements for cereals in 2024/25
	Prices of maize about 30 percent higher yearonyear as of March 2025



