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SURVSHFWYV

30DQWLQJ RI WKH VXPPHU FHUHDO FUK>V ZRKLFKR DUR DYWLFLOUWHGU

WR EH KDUYHVWHG IURP ODWH $SULO RQzDIIGV 1V HISHEWHG WR EROFOXGH
LQ -DQXDU\ VOLJKWO\ ODWHU WKDQ XVXDMalawi

VHDVRQDO UDLQIDOO E\ RQH WR WZR GHN

Harvesting

QRUWKHUQ GLVWULFWV $GGLWLRQDOO\ ICereal Production LQIDOO
DPRXQWYV GXULQJ WKH SODQWLQJ SHULRG
FRXSOHG ZLWK HOHYDWHG WHPSHUDWXUFE AV 2025 2024 change
FURS GHYHORSPHQW average 2023 estimate 2024/2023

000 tonnes percent
5DLQIDOO IRUHFDVWV IRU -DQXDU\ WR $S( — ro0 a1 e
SUREDELOLW\ RI DYHUDJH WR DERYH DYHL
QDWLRQZLGH WKDW DUH H[SHFWHG WR E HFice(paddy) el A A e
JURZWK 7KHUH DUH KRZHYHU PRGHUDW tsorghum 126 117 102 -12.7
DERYH DYHUDJH WHPSHUDWXUHY SDUWL Fothers 44 41 40 33 CHUQ
GLVWULFWYV WKDW DFFRXQW IRU WKH ODUTDmI i P o s |H
SURGXFWLRQ DQG ORFDOL]HG IORRGLQJ

MNote: Percentage change caleulated from unrounded data.

$ IXUWKHU IDFWRU WKDW PD\ DOVR DIIHFV DO

OHYHO DUH WKH UHSRUWHG RXWEUHDNYV RI $IULFDQ DUP\ZRUP
6SRGRSWHUD HKPEBRWBURPSWHG WKH OLQLVWU\ RI

$JULFXOWXUH WR LVVXH DQ DOHUW WR IDUPHUV LQ -DQXDU\ JLHOG
UHSRUWYVY DOVR LQGLFDWH WKDW VHYHUDO GLVWULFWY KDYH H[SHULHQFHG
VLPXOWDQHRXV RXWEUHDNYV RI $IULFDQ DUP\ZRUP DQG IDOO DUP\ZRUP
DQG WKHVH SHVWYVY PD\ FDXVH FURS GDPDJH DQG DIIHFW \LHOG
SRWHQWLDOV )$2 LV VXSSRUWLQJ WKH OLQLVWU\ RI $JULFXOWXUH WR
PROQLWRU DQG UHVSRQG WR WKH SHVW RXWEUHDNYV

'"HVSLWH WKHVH ULVNV RYHUDOO SURVSHFWV IRU FHUHDO SURGXFWLRQ
VWLOO DSSHDU PRUH IDYRXUDEOH WKDQ LQ ZKHQ D VHYHUH GURXJKW
FDXVFGHF(LQ FURS \LHOGYV DQG ZLGt
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SURGXFWLRQ GLPLQLVKLQJ IRRG DYDLODELOLW\ ERWK ORFDOO\ DQG
QDWLRQDOO\ ZLWK PDL]H SURGXFWLRQ LQ HVYWLPDWHG DERXW

SHUFHQW EHORZ WKH ILYH \HDU DYHUDJH 6HFRQGO\ WKH HOHYDWHG
IRRG SULFHVY FRPELQHG ZLWK KLJK OHYHOV RI SRYHUW\ DUH OLPLWLQJ
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Improved weather outlook from January Sowang =
. . . G i
onwards is bolstering 2025 cereal yield H::;Zing
prospects
Planting of the 2025 summer cereal crops, to be harvested by
late April, is expected to conclude in January, slightly later than
usual due to a delayed onset of seasonal rainfall by one to two Malawi
dekads in several central and northern districts. Additionally,
below-average cumulative rainfall amounts during the planting Cereal Production
period (November to December), coupled with elevated
temperatures, may have hindered early crop development. 20 P e
average 2023 estimate = 2024/2023
Rainfall forecasts for January to April 2025 indicate a high 000 tonnes percent
probability of average to above-average rainfall amounts Maize 3778 3510 3111 —
nationwide that are expected to be beneficial for cereal crop ) :
growth. There are, however, moderate weather risks of Race {iadtly) 0 1 e S
above-average temperatures, particularly in central and northern Sorghum 126 117 102 -12.7
districts that account for the largest shares of national maize Others 44 41 40 3
production, and localized flooding.
Total 4088 3792 3383 -10.8

A further factor that may also affect cereal production at a local
level are the reported outbreaks of African armyworm
(Spodoptera exempta), which prompted the Ministry of
Agriculture to issue an alert to farmers in January 2025. Field
reports also indicate that several districts have experienced
simultaneous outbreaks of African armyworm and fall armyworm,
and these pests may cause crop damage and affect yield
potentials. FAO is supporting the Ministry of Agriculture to
monitor and respond to the pest outbreaks.

Despite these risks, overall prospects for 2025 cereal production

still appear more favourable than in 2024, when a severe drought

caused a decline in crop yields and widespread crop losses.

Note: Percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
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Maize prices reach new record high at the end
of 2024

In December 2024, the nominal average price of maize grain (the
main food staple) reached a record high of MWK 924/kg. The
elevated price is primarily driven by domestic supply pressures
stemming from reduced national production in 2024 and a weak
currency, which has increased import costs of key inputs in
agrifood chains including energy and, in turn, raised production
and transportation expenses. Localized shortfalls in fuel supply
have also affected the distribution of maize to some rural
peripheral markets, which have further underpinned the

high prices.

Higher import needs in response to low
2024 harvest

Maize import needs are estimated at an above-average level in
the 2024/25 marketing year (April/March) due to the poor 2024
harvest. Imports are expected to be sourced from outside the
subregion, as the El Nifio-induced drought in 2024 led to
production declines across Southern Africa, limiting the
availability of subregional exportable surpluses.

Food insecurity worsen s in 2024/25

An estimated 5.7 million people are facing IPC level 3 (Crisis)
levels of acute food insecurity between October 2024 and
March 2025, including 416 000 in IPC Phase 4 (Emergency).
This marks an increase from the 4.4 million people estimate for
the corresponding months in 2023/24, reflecting a significant
deterioration driven by a combination of weather and

economic factors.

Firstly, the EI Nifio induced drought led to a shortfall in cereal
production, diminishing food availability both nationally and
locally, with maize production in 2024 estimated about 17 percent
below the five-year average. Secondly, the elevated food prices,
combined with high levels of poverty, are limiting households’
ability to afford nutritious diets. These challenges are
compounded by weak economic growth and overall high inflation
rates that are eroding real wages, creating particularly difficult
conditions for resource-constraint households.

Most households facing acute food insecurity are located in
southern and central districts, which are also characterized by the
highest poverty rates.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

This brief was prepared using the following data/tools:

FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet (CCBS)
https://www.fao.org/giews/data-tools/en/.

FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Tool
https://fpma.fao.org/.

FAO/GIEWS Earth Observation for Crop Monitoring
https://www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/.

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) https://www.ipcinfo.org/.
Agmet EO Indicators by NASA Harvest and GEOGLAM Crop Monitor
https://cropmonitortools.org/tools/agmet/.
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https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Malawi_Acute_Food_Insecurity_May_2024_Mar_2025_Report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Malawi_Acute_Food_Insecurity_May_2024_Mar_2025_Report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/
https://cropmonitortools.org/tools/agmet/
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30DQWLQJ RI WKH

FHUHDO FURS LV H[LJIIIV‘III\J VV IN L IN WL

VOLIKWO\ ODWHU WKDQ QRUPDO IROORZLOJ VSDUVH UDLOIDOO LO

2FWREHU QRUPDOO\ WKH RQVHW RI W Malawi
3UHFLSLWDWLRQ OHYHOV SLFNHG XS LQ O

VoI N\

'"HFHPEHU EXW FXPXODWLYH DPRXQWV(Cereal Production
QRUPDO E\ WKH HQG RI HYLGHQFHG E'
GHSLFWLQJ PRGHUDWHO\ EHORZ DYHUDJH

average

2017-2021

2022

2021 estimate

change
2022/2021

PRVW SDUWV RI WKH FRXQWU\ 6WURQJ ZL
UHFRUGHG LQ WKH 6RXWKHUQ 5HJLRQ LQ

000 tonnes

percent

ZHDWKHU FRQGLWLRQV JUDGXDOO\ |

GLVWULFWV LQ 'HFHPEHU WULJJHULQJ OF 3

Maize

4582 3717
147 138

-18.9
-6.2

DIIHFWHG GLVWULFWV ZHUH 6DOLPD &H Q'Rice (paddy) 131
1VDQMH 6RXWKHUQ 5HJLRQ Sorghum 114 118 117 i
Others 41 43 42 -1.2

"HDWKHU IRUHFDVWYV IRU WKH -DQXDU\ WF
D KLJKHU WKDQ QRUPDO OLNHOLKRRG RI I
UDLQIDOO DPRXQWYV DQG WKHVH FRQGLWNote‘Percentagechan,gecalculatedfromunroundeddata. .0
PRLVWXUH OHYHOV DQG IRVWHU D UHFRY. -~ -

SULFHV RI DJULFXOWXUDO LQSXWYV PD\ UHVXOW LQ D UHGXFWLRQ LQ IHUWLOL]HU
DQG SHVWLFLGH DSSOLFDWLRQ ZLWK SRWHQWLDOO\ DGYHUVH FRQVHTXHQFHV
IRU FURS \LHOGV )XUWKHUPRUH WKHUH KDYH EHHQ LQGLFDWLRQV WKDW
WKHUH FRXOG EH D FXWEDFN LQ PDL]H SODQWLQJV DV IDUPHUV VZLWFK WR
OHVV LQSXW LQWHQVLYH FURSY LQFOXGLQJ VR\EHDQV DQG JURXQGQXWV WR
PLQLPL]H SURGXFWLRQ FRVWYV JLYHQ WKH LQFUHDVHG SULFHV RI
DJULFXOWXUDO LQSXWYV

Total 3871 4 890 4014 -17.9

&HUHDO SURGXFWLRQ LQ LV HYWLPDWHG DW PLOOLRQ WRQQHYV
SHUFHQW DERYH WKH ILYH \HDU DYHUDJH 7KH RYHUDOO JRRG KDUYHVW

UHIOHFWYV JHQHUDOO\ IDYRXUDEOH SUHFLSLWDWLRQ GXULQJ WKH VHFRQG KDOI

RI WKH UDLQ\ VHDVRQ EHWZHHQ -DQXDU\ WR $SULO LQ WKH PDLQ

FHUHDO SURGXFLQJ FHQWUDO DQG QRUWKHUQ GLVWULFWV 7KH FRQGXFLYH

ZHDWKHU FIHQDEOHG IDUPHUV WR UHSODQW FURSYV WKDW IDLOHG

HDUOLHU LQ WKH VHDVRQ GXH WR UDLQIDOO GHILFLWV LQ WKH

« (39| JOREDO LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG HDUO\ ZDUQLQJ V\VWHP RQ IRRG DQG DJ



2FWREHU '"HFHPEHU SHULRG Malawi
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'LVFODLPHU 7KH GHVLJQDWLRQV HPSOR\HG DQG WKH SUHVHQWDWLRQ RI PDWHULDO LQ WKLYV

LQIRUPDWLRQ SURGXFW GR QRW LPSO\ WKH H[SUHVVLRQ RI DQ\ RSLQLRQ ZKDWVRHYHU RQ WKH
SDUW RI )$2 FRQFHUQLQJ WKH OHJDO VWDWXV RI

LWV DXWKRULWLHV RU FRQFHUQLQJ WKH GHOLPLWDWLRQ RI LWV IURQWLHUV RU ERXQGDULHV

7KLY EULHI ZDV SUHSDUHG XVLQJ WKH IROORZLQJ GDWD WRROV

Y$2 *,(:6 &RXQWU\ &HUHDO %D ODIQFW SKHHWZ &EBB&RUJ JLHZV GDWD WRROV HQ

Y$2 *,(:6 )RRG 3ULFH ORQLWRULQJ DQGKSODOKVLNSP)BAH R7RRD

Y$2 *,(:6 (DUWK 2EVHUYDWLRQ IRWWGRS GRQPUWRWRIPIILHZY HDUWKREVHUYDWLRQ
,QWHJUDWHG )JRRG 6HFXULW\ 3KDNW SRODY ¥ T ILEDMLRQR U3 &
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&HUHDO SURGXFWLRQ LQ LV HYWLPDWHG DW PLOOLRQ WRQQHYV
SHUFHQW DERYH WKH ILYH \HDU DYHUDJH 7KH RYHUDOO JRRG KDUYHVW

UHIOHFWYV JHQHUDOO\ IDYRXUDEOH SUHFLSLWDWLRQ GXULQJ WKH VHFRQG KDOI

RI WKH UDLQ\ VHDVRQ EHWZHHQ -DQXDU\ WR $SULO LQ WKH PDLQ

FHUHDO SURGXFLQJ FHQWUDO DQG QRUWKHUQ GLVWULFWV 7KH FRQGXFLYH

ZHDWKHU FIHQDEOHG IDUPHUV WR UHSODQW FURSYV WKDW IDLOHG

HDUOLHU LQ WKH VHDVRQ GXH WR UDLQIDOO GHILFLWV LQ WKH

« (39| JOREDO LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG HDUO\ ZDUQLQJ V\VWHP RQ IRRG DQG DJ



2FWREHU '"HFHPEHU SHULRG Malawi

$GHTXDWH PDL]H VXSSOLHV HYV Wcereals Imports

%DVHG RQ RIILFLDO SURGXFWLRQ HVWL P Coootonnes 2LQ
WKH PDUNHWLQJ \HDU $SULO ODUFK
GRPHVWLF GHPDQG IRU D VHFRQG FRQVHF
LPSRUW UHTXLUHPHQWY PRVWO\ ZKHDW
DYHUDJH EXW YLUWXDOO\ XQFKDQJHG RQ
GUDZGRZQ RI VWRFNV LV H[SHFWHG WR Kt
FRQVXPSWLRQ QHHGV
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7KH DQQXDO IRRG LQIODWLRQ UDWH LQ 1F
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PRQWK LQ DOEHLW PRGHUDWHO\ GRZ( Bk

2FWREHU 7KH NH\ GULYHU RI LQIODWL

JOREDO SULFHV RI IRRG FRPPRGLWLHYV DcNotes:IncIudesriceinmilledterms.SpIityearreferstoindividualcrop
SHUFHQW GHYDOXDWLRQ RI WKH QDWLRmarketingyears[forrice,calendaryearofsecondyearshown}.

LQ 0D\ WKDW DPSOLILHG WKH LPSDFW

LOQWHUQDWLRQDO SULFHV

cB8888

$W WKH FRPPRGLW\ OHYHO SULFHV RI PD Malawi
IRRG VWDSOH PRUH WKDQ GRXEOHG LQ W ] ] ]
'HFHPEHU 3ULFHVY ZHUH KLJKHVW LQ \\ Retail maize prices
VRXWKHUQ GLVWULFWY DYHUDJLQJ DERX'
FHQWUDO DQG QRUWKHUQ PDUNHWYV 8SZCLC
LV OLNHO\ WR UHPDLQ XQWLO DW OHDVW 500 VW SHUL
LQ $sSULO 450

400
350
300

Malawi kwacha perkg VLQ

JRRG LQVHFXULW\ ZRUVHQV LQ

7KH ODWHVW ,QWHJUDWHG )RRG 6HFXULW
DFXWH IRRG VHFXULW\ DQDO\VLV LQGLFD\
SHRSOH SHUFHQW RI WKH SRSXODWLRG 20
OHYHOV RI DFXWH IRRG LQVHFXULW\ ,3& 20
-DQXDU\ DQG O0DUFK 7KLV ILIJXUH LV P
QXPEHU LQ WKH FRUUHVSRQGLQJ PRQWKV
SULFHV DUH WKH NH\ UHDVRQ IRU WKH GH 1% 7 ] JLWA
ZKLFKWKH DEVHQFH RI D VXEVWDQWLDO L ; ~ 9
VHYHUHO\ FRQVWUDLQLQJ KRXVHKROGVT |
BURGXFWLRQ VKRUWIDOOV LQ VRXWKHUQ ' KDYH
WKH KLJKHVW SUHYDOHQFH RI IRRG LQVHI| ™ National Average

FRQWULEXWLQJ IDFWRU 7KH VRXWKHUQ C HVW
SURSRUWLRQ RI KRXVHKROGV IDFLQJ VHY .. _ .. . . _ .. . ... ... .. __..
LQIHUULQJ D JHQHUDO ODFN RI UHVRXUFHV DQG DGHTXDWH FRSLQJ
FDSDFLWLHV WR UHVSRQG HIIHFWLYHO\ WR VKRUW WHUP VKRFNV
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'LVFODLPHU 7KH GHVLJQDWLRQV HPSOR\HG DQG WKH SUHVHQWDWLRQ RI PDWHULDO LQ WKLYV

LQIRUPDWLRQ SURGXFW GR QRW LPSO\ WKH H[SUHVVLRQ RI DQ\ RSLQLRQ ZKDWVRHYHU RQ WKH
SDUW RI )$2 FRQFHUQLQJ WKH OHJDO VWDWXV RI

LWV DXWKRULWLHV RU FRQFHUQLQJ WKH GHOLPLWDWLRQ RI LWV IURQWLHUV RU ERXQGDULHV

7KLY EULHI ZDV SUHSDUHG XVLQJ WKH IROORZLQJ GDWD WRROV

Y$2 *,(:6 &RXQWU\ &HUHDO %D ODIQFW SKHHWZ &EBB&RUJ JLHZV GDWD WRROV HQ

Y$2 *,(:6 )RRG 3ULFH ORQLWRULQJ DQGKSODOKVLNSP)BAH R7RRD

Y$2 *,(:6 (DUWK 2EVHUYDWLRQ IRWWGRS GRQPUWRWRIPIILHZY HDUWKREVHUYDWLRQ
,QWHJUDWHG )JRRG 6HFXULW\ 3KDNW SRODY ¥ T ILEDMLRQR U3 &
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KDUYHVWY UHFRUGHG LQ VRXWKHUQ
$GHTXDWH QDWLRQDO PDL]H VXSSOLEF
ZLWK DPSOH VWRFNV OLPLWLQ

UHTXLUHPHQWYV
ODL]H SULFHVY DW KLJK OHYHOV GXt¥
FXUUHQF\ GHYDOXDWLRQ DQG HOH
VHHQ WR H[HUW VWURQJ LQIODWLR

JRRG LQVHFXULW\ FRQGLWLRQV IRUH

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)
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Harvesting
$ERYH DYHUDJH FHUHDO SUR G X |source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWS NET.
GHVSLWH \HDUO\ GHFOLQH

+DUYHVWLQJ RI WKH PDLQ VHDVRQ FH(Malawi
WKH PLQRU ZLQWHU ZKHDW FURS LV H[SHI
6HSWHPEHU

ODWH SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ 6RXW

Cereal Production

2017-2021
average

2022 change
forecast | 2022/2021

percent
189 /LRQ LQ
62

1DWLRQDO FHUHDO SURGXFWLRQ LQ LY HV
DERXW SHUFHQW DERYH WKH ILYH \HDU I

PLOOLRQ WRQQHYV GRZQ IURP WKH EXP¢
RYHUDOO JRRG KDUYHVW UHIOHFWYV JHQH wmaize
WKH VHFRQG KDOI RI WKH UDLQ\ VHDVRQ
$SULO LQ WKH PDLQ FHUHDO SURGXFL
GLVWULFWV 7KHVH FRQGXFLYH ZHDWKHU
UHSODQW FURSV WKDW ZHUH ZULWWHQ R |Others
UDLQIDOO GHILFLWV LQ WKH 2FWREHU 'H Frotl
UHVXOWHG LQ DQ RYHUDOO LPSURYHPHQV

2021

000 tonnes

3584
131
114

4 582
147
118

3747
138
117

Rice (paddy)

Sorghurm
e " WR

41 WR

43 42

3 871 4 890 4014

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
6KRUWIDOOV LQ SURGXFWLRQ ZHUH HVWLPDWHG LQ WKH PLUYRU FHUHDO

SURGXFLQJ VRXWKHUQ GLVWULFWYV ZKHUH UDLQIDOO ZDV SRRUO\ GLVWULEXWHG
WHPSRUDOO\ DQG FXPXODWLYH VHDVRQDO DPRXQWY ZHUH EHORZ

DYHUDJH 7KH LPSDFW RI &\FORQH $QD ZKLFK PDGH ODQGIDOO LQ

-DQXDU\ DOVR FDXVHG IXUWKHU FURS GDPDJH DQG ORVVHV LQ WKH
6RXWKHUQ 5HJLRQ

$W WKH QDWLRQDO OHYHO OLPLWHG DFFHVV WR DQG D JHQHUDOO\ ODWH
DSSOLFDWLRQ RI IHUWLOL]HUV DV ZHOO DV SHVW LQIHVWDWLRQV LQFOXGLQJ )DC
DUP\ZRUP FRQWULEXWHG WR FRQWDLQLQJ \LHOGY DW QHDU DYHUDJH

OHYHOV $ VPDOO UHGXFWLRQ LQ WKH DUHD SODQWHG ZDV D IXUWKHU IDFWRU
WKDW FDXVHG WKH ORZHU \HDU RQ \HDU KDUYHVW

« (39| JOREDO LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG HDUO\ ZDUQLQJ V\VWHP RQ IRRG DQG DJ



$GHTXDWH FHUHDO VXSSOLHV H [Ni%isl

%DVHG RQ RIILFLDO SURGXFWLRQ HVWLPCLC LQ WKH
PDUNHWLQJ \HDU $SULO ODUFK DUFCerealsImports

GRPHVWLF GHPDQG IRU D VHFRQG FRQVHFyu0omes

UHTXLUHPHQWY DUH IRUHFDVW DW DQ DY

XQFKDQJHG RQ D \HDUO\ EDVLV DV D GUD 180

H[SHFWHG WR KHOS PHHW QDWLRQDO FRQ iig

7KH GHYDOXDWLRQ Rl WKH FXUUHQF\ FRX:' 0 QHVV

Rl1 0ODODZLDQ JUDLQV LQ QHLJKERXULQJ F| %

SRWHQWLDO LQFUHDVH LQ LQIRUPDO H[SF

RI UHGXFHG RXWSXWV DFURVV PRVW 6RXYV

HUDWLR

BULFHV RI NH\ VWDSOH IRRGYV Kl

$V RI OD\ WKH QDWLRQDO DYHUDJH SULF¢ Average 2017/18- 2021722 2022/23 forecast

HVWLPDWHG DW O0:. NJ DERXW  SHUFH e

BULFHV RI PDL]H ZHUH KLJKHVW LQ VRXW'r\Nt e —— o P——
otes: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop

! VSSUMFHH QZV\}f H ;J}EIH SKULLJFKH \S/ UHL[IS:J/-I GSHDGU \\//\V/ }E Ex%lmarketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).

UHIOHFW WKH \HDU RQ \HDU GHFOLQH LQ U RAoGEY, oty Cereal Balance Sheets.
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&RUUHVSRQGLQJO\ WKH DQQXDO IRRG LQ Malawi DW
SHUFHQW LQ 0D\ FRPSDUHG WR  SHUFI

PRQWK RI 7KH VSLNH LQ JOREDO S UL FRetail maize prices

ZLWK 0DODZLDQ IXHO SULFHV KDYLQJ EHI

DQG -XQH DV D UHVXOW XQGHUSLQQHG EgMalawikwachaperkg /

DGGLWLRQDO SUHVVXUH RQ GRPHVWLF IR 50

QDWLRQDO FXUUHQF\ 0DODZL NZDFKD ZC

LQ OD\ LQ SDUW RZLQJ WR GZLQGOLQJ IR 225

ORZHU YDOXH RI WKH 0DODZL NZDFKD LV |

VSLOO RYHU HIIHFWV RI KLJK LQWHUQDwL *% HU

LQIODWLRQDU\ SUHVVXUH LQ ZLWK GF e

KRXVHKROGVY HFRQRPLF DFFHVV WR IRRG

150
JRRG LQVHFXULW\ HI[SHFWHG WR

7KH QWHJUDWHG )RRG 6HFXULW\ 3KDVH &
IRRG VHEXULW\ DQDO\VLV IRU LV QR 100
+RZHYHU WKH SUHYDOHQFH RI IRRG LQVH
WKH VHFRQG KDOI RI DQG HDUO\ PL
IRRG SULFHVY DQG ORZ FHUHDO SURGXFWL
$FFRUGLQJ WR WKH ODWHVW ,3& DFXWH I m national Average HG
LQ 'HFHPEHU DERXW PLOOLRQ SHR
QHHG KXPDQLWDULDQ DVVLVWDQFH EHW Z source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
7KH KLIKHVW UDWHV RI DFXWH IRRG LQVHFXULW\ ZHUH UHSRUWHG LQ WKH
VRXWKHUQ GLVWULFWV RI %DODND &KLNZDZD DQG 1VDQMH ZKHUH
SHUFHQW RI WKH SRSXODWLRQ ZDV IDFLQJ ,3& 3KDVH &ULVLV
7TKHVH WKUHH GLVWULFWY DOVR KDYH WKH KLIJIKHVW SURSRUWLRQ RI
KRXVHKROGV IDFLQJ VHYHUH FKURQLF IRRG LQVHFXULW\ PHDQLQJ WKH\
DUH KLJKO\ YXOQHUDEOH WR VKRFNVY DQG DUH FRQVHTXHQWO\ PRUH OLNHO\
WR H[SHULHQFH DFXWH IRRG LQVHFXULW\ ZKHQ VKRFNV GR RFFXU
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,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKH DGYHUVH LPSDFWV RI WKH ORZ FHUHDO KDUYHVW LQ WKH
VRXWK DQG KLJK IRRG SULFHVY DFURVV WKH FRXQWU\ D WKLUG IDFWRU WKDW
LV IRUHVHHQ WR FRQWULEXWH WR D ZRUVHQLQJ RI IRRG LQVHFXULW\
FRQGLWLRQV LV WKH IRUHFDVWHG VORZ HFRQRPLF JURZWK LQ

XQGHUSLQQHG E\ WKH OLQJHULQJ HIITHFWV RI WKH &29,' SDQGHPLF

DQG WKH FRXQWU\fVY HOHYDWHG GHEW OHYHOV 7KH VOXJJLVK HFRQRPLF
JURZWK LV H[SHFWHG WR OLPLW D UHFRYHU\ LQ KRXVHKROGVY LQFRPHYV

DQG IXUWKHU DJJUDYDWH IRRG DFFHVV FRQVWUDLQWYV

JOREDO LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG HDUO\ ZDUQLQJ VI\VWHP RQ IRRG DQG DJ



$QWLFLSDWRU\ DFWLRQV FDQ KHOS SUHYHQW IXUWKHU LPSDFW RQ
OLYHOLKRRGV LI LPSOHPHQWHG WLPHO\ )$2 ZLOO FRQWLQXH ZRUNLQJ ZLWK
WKH JRYHUQPHQW DQG SDUWQHUV WR IDFLOLWDWH WKH SURYLVLRQ RI
LQIRUPDWLRQ HDUO\ ZDUQLQJ PHVVDJHVY DQG WHFKQLFDO VXSSRUW LQ WKH
SRVVLEOH VFHQDULR RI GU\ VSHOOV GXULQJ WKH PDLQ SODQWLQJ VHDVRQ LQ
WKH FURSSLQJ VHDVRQ

'LVFODLPHU 7KH GHVLJQDWLRQV HPSOR\HG DQG WKH SUHVHQWDWLRQ RI PDWHULDO LQ WKLYV
LQIRUPDWLRQ SURGXFW GR QRW LPSO\ WKH H[SUHVVLRQ RI DQ\ RSLQLRQ ZKDWVRHYHU RQ WKH
SDUW RI )$2 FRQFHUQLQJ WKH OHJDO VWDWXV RI

LWV DXWKRULWLHYV FLPLWDWIIURQWLHUV RI

JOREDO LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG HDUO\ ZDUQLQJ VI\VWHP RQ IRRG DQG DJ
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)

" Early seasonal rainfall deficits, coupled with floods P . s
in south, sharply curb production outlook of 5 i | -
2022 cereal crops iz I ERENREETER

" Large domestic maize stocks could help buffer e nEn | | L
supplies in forthcoming 2022/23 marketing year amid Sorghum iy | m
forecast of shortfall in production Wheat | w !

" Maize prices rose seasonally in late 2021, price e B T e o A
spikes could occur in flood -affected southern Lean period — —
districts

" Food insecurity conditions expected to deteriorate Sowing =
due to flood impact in Southern and Central regions Growing =]
with more than 190 000 households reported to have Harvesting
been affected Source: FAD/GIEWS, FEWSNET.

Cereal product ion in 2022 likely to fall to Malawi

dlawli
near-average level
Plantings of the main 2022 season cereal crops concluded in Cereal Production
early January, with some delay due to a late onset of seasonal
rainfall during the sowing period. In contrast to preliminary 2212;2020 2030 e;_{::;te 2;;;"2%‘;0
weather forecasts, the cumulative rainfall amount between - '
October and December 2021 was below average and, e e
temporally, the distrib_ut!on of rains was uneven wit_h th_e pulk_of Maize 3142 3592 4580 241
ramfgll concentratgd in just a few weeks. The erratic distribution _— i i i 5
of rains led to a failure of the first plantings in several areas,
resulting in a second round of plantings where feasible. However, ~ 5°8Mm e B8 e i
access and availability constraints to seeds, limited farmers’ Others 37 47 40 -13.7
capacity to replant. The estimated acreage of maize, the primary 1o 3308 4020 4888 316

food staple is, therefore, expected to decline on a yearly basis to
a near-average level in 2022.

In January 2022, substantial rainfall was recorded across the
country, particularly in the south on account of the passing of
tropical storm Ana during the last week of the month. The storm
caused flooding in several districts, with early satellite analysis
indicating large swathes of flooded land along the Shire river as
well as around Lake Chilwa. In particular, the southern districts of
Chikwawa, Nsanje, Phalombe and Mulanje were the most
affected by the floods. Although crops grown in these districts
contribute to less than 10 percent of the total national cereal
output, the reduced harvests of millet and sorghum are expected
to have a significant impact on food security of local households.

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
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Even prior to the storm, an estimated 160 000 hectares of crops
in Southern Region were reported to have been affected by poor
rains during the start of the season and suffered from wilting.

Central and Northern regions were less affected by the tropical
storm and the heavy rains have helped to reduce seasonal
moisture deficits and instigated an upturn in vegetation conditions
in cropped areas. Nonetheless, in late January, remote sensing
vegetation indicators showed lower values compared to the
ten-year average, inferring generally poor crop conditions.

In consideration of the overall poor rains and the impact of the
tropical storm, cereal production is forecast to decline in 2022

from the bumper outturn in 2021 and is expected to fall slightly
below the five-year average.

Large stocks could help t o buffer cereals
supplies in 2022/23 marketing year

Total cereal production in 2021 was estimated at a record high
level of 4.9 million tonnes and current supplies in the

2021/22 marketing year (April/March) are estimated to exceed
domestic demand by a significant margin. The plentiful supply
situation is expected to result in a build up of maize stocks to a
well above-average level. These large stocks could help cushion
a potential shortfall in production in the forthcoming

2022/23 marketing year, at the national level. There are,
however, likely to be large regional discrepancies in supplies and
a significant supply deficit is foreseen in the Southern Region,
given the negative effects of tropical storm Ana on crop
production.

Prices of maize increased seasonally, but
remained lower year on year

Although prices of maize grain have been rising seasonally since
May 2021, the national average price in December 2021 was

24 percent lower on a yearly basis, reflecting the current ample
supply situation. Prices of maize were highest in southern
markets and the impact of the recent tropical storm on the supply
chain could result in temporary price spikes. Households in the
Southern Region are also the most reliant on market supplies.

Food insecurity likely to worsen in southern
distri cts, although conditions at  national level
have improved overall

The latest IPC analysis, issued in December 2021, revised
upward the number of food insecure people between January
and March 2022 to 1.65 million, citing low agricultural prices of
cash crops and an earlier-than-expected depletion of food stocks
in Balaka District of Southern Region for the increase. This
number is, however, still about 37 percent lower than the
estimate in same period in 2021, reflecting the positive impact of
the large 2021 harvest and the comparatively low retail prices of
maize, the primary food staple.

The highest rates of food insecurity are assessed to be in the
southern districts of Balaka, Zomba City, Chikhwawa and Nsanje,
where 15 percent of the population is estimated to be facing

IPC Phase 3 (Crisis). Households in these districts were already
expected to face significant food gaps prior to the passing of
tropical storm Ana in January 2022 that had an adverse impact

Malawi

Cereals Imports
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
marketing years (for rice, calendar year of second year shown).
Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
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Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EmA-FSS%20Bulletin%20Issue%2040%2016-31%20December%202021%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1155382/?iso3=MWI

on the agriculture sector and access to other sources of
livelihoods, likely compounding the current conditions and
causing a further worsening of food insecurity. Preliminary
estimates from the Government indicate that at least 190 000
households have been affected the by the storm in Central and
Southern regions.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

¢ 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture
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Malawi

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

X Early production prospects for 2022 cereal crops
favourable, supported by forecasts of average to
above -average seasonal rainfall

X Large 2021 maize harvest boosts domestic supplies,
with increase in national stocks and  expected
moderate growth in exports

X Maize prices rise seasonally, but remained lower
year on year as of September 2021

X Food security improve s in 2021/22, but concerns
remain in southern districts

Early production outlook favourable for 2022
cereal crops

Plantings of the main 2022 season cereal crops is underway and
is expected to continue until the end of December. Harvesting is
anticipated to start from late March 2022.

Scattered and light rainfall has been observed since the
beginning of October, which normally marks the start of the rainy
season. Although early rains have been sparse, remote sensing
data indicates average to above-average soil moisture levels
across the country, reflecting the effects of a good rainfall season
in 2020/21 and, consequently, planting operations are expected
to continue as normal. For the following months of the season,
weather forecasts point to higher probability of average to
above-average rainfall amounts, underpinning a favourable
production outlook for the 2022 cereal crops.

Large 2021 harvest boost s domestic supplies

Total cereal production in 2021 is estimated at a record high level
of 4.9 million tonnes. The bumper output mostly reflects
conducive weather conditions that boosted yields and
encouraged farmers to increase plantings. In addition, the

implementation of the gRYHUQPHQWYV $IIRUGDEOH

Programme, which provided access to subsidized seeds and
fertilizers for 3.8 million smallholder farmers, also supported the
production upturn in 2021.

Reflecting the record harvest, national maize supplies are
estimated to exceed domestic demand by a significant margin in
the 2021/22 marketing year (April/March). Consequently, national
stocks are forecast to increase to a well above-average level.

Crop Calendar

(*major foodcrop)

Mazize*
Rice
Sorghum
Whest

Fim'a'm' 1'1'a's'o'N'D
Lean period s e
Sowing -
Growing -
Harvesting
Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
Malawi
Cereal Production

2016-2020 2021 change
average 2020 estimate ~ 2021/2020

000 tonnes percent
Maize 3142 3692 4 580 24.1
Rice (paddy) 119 143 147 3.2
Sorghum 100 138 120 -13.2
Others 37 47 40 -13.7
Total 3398 4020 4 888 216

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Exports are also foreseen to rise, but only moderately, as the
bumper outputs obtained throughout Southern Africa will limit the
export opportunities within the subregion. Imports of cereals,
mostly wheat, are forecast at a below-average level in 2021/22,
on account of the large domestic supplies.

Lower year on year maize prices

Prices of maize grain have been rising seasonally since May, but,
reflecting the ample supply situation, the national average price in
September 2021 was nearly 20 percent lower than a year before.
Although the plentiful supplies are likely to curb inflationary
pressure on food prices in the forthcoming months, the
weakening national currency, which lost about 10 percent of its
value against the United States dollar between November 2020
and October 2021, is expected to exert some upward pressure
on food prices, particularly for imported commodities such as
wheat.

Improvements in food security in 2021/22

Based on the latest IPC analysis, released in August 2021, an
estimated 1.49 million people are projected to be food insecure
and in need of humanitarian assistance between October 2021
and March 2022. This number is about 40 percent lower than the
estimate in same period in 2020/21, reflecting the positive impact
of the large harvest and the low prices of maize, the main food
staple. However, the negative effects of the COVID-19 pandemic,
especially the slowdown in economic activities and subsequent
cuts to KR XV H KiRcOnieY, fiave constrained improvements in
the food security situation.

Most of the country has been classified in IPC Phase 2
(Stressed), except for the southern districts of Chikhwawa and
Nsanje, where maize production decreased year on year in 2021
and 20 percent of the population is assessed to be facing IPC
Phase 3 (Crisis). Households in these districts are likely to
experience significant food gaps early next year, during the peak
of the lean season.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
marketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
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Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



\\W/ Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations

GIEWS Country Brief

Malawi
Reference Date: 25-March-2021 Malawi
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT
- - . | - :
X Cereal production in 2021 forecast at bumper high CropCalendar {“mafar foaderop),
X Supply outlook boosted by favourable production el
expectations =3
x Cereal imports below average in 2020/21 marketing
year Sorghum
x Lower year on year maize prices NI o R
x High prevalence of food insecurity, but
improvements anticipated from April onwards Lean period ' y
Sowing -
Cereal production in 2021 forecast at bumper orowios =
hlgh Harvesting

Harvesting of the main 2021 season cereal crops will start in April ~ ~2U7<e: FAC/GIEWS, FEWSNET.

and aggregate production is expected to surpass the .
above-average outturn of the previous year. Malawi

Since the start of the cropping season in October 2020, rainfall Cereal Production
has been well distributed and cumulative amounts have been

more than adequate to meet the water requirements of maize AIC2A 2020 . Shid 2;;3’-‘2%‘*20
crops, the principal grain grown in the country. Reflecting the 2veree orecast B
favourable rainfall conditions, remote sensing indexes depicted 000 tonnes percent
healthy vegetation conditions in most cropped areas at the Maize 3142 3692 4100 111
beginning of March 2021, inferring a high likelihood of )

. . K Rice (paddy) 118 141 147 4.0
above-average yields at the national level. Excessive amounts of
rainfall in some areas of Central and Northern regions may have Sorghum 200 298 29 e
stunted crop growth and had a negative effect on yields. Dry Others 37 47 40 -13.7
spells in some parts of Southern Region could also limit yield Total 3397 4018 4407 9.7

potential. However, these localized adverse weather events are
not anticipated to have a significant impact on the aggregate
national output.

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

The area planted to maize is estimated to have increased in
2021, further supporting the favourable production outlook. The
upturn in maize sowings reflects the favourable weather
conditions during the planting period and the roll-out of the

G RY HU Q P Hf@rdsle/Inuts Programme for the 2020/21
cropping season, which provided access to subsidized seeds and
fertilizers for 3.8 million smallholder farmers.

Overall, maize production is foreseen to reach at least 4 million
tonnes in 2021, compared to the 3.7 million tonnes harvested in
2020.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Malawi
Supply outlook boosted by  favourable e

production expectations Cereals Imports

Based on the current production expectations for the 2021 000 tonnes
harvest, domestic maize supplies in the 2021/22 marketing year

300
(April/March) are forecast to be more than sufficient to cover

national consumption needs and to enable a build-up of stocks. 250
Maize exports are also expected to increase in 2021/22, following 200
the recent lifting of the maize export ban. The Government

announced to issue export licences for 350 000 tonnes. However, A5
crop prospects are also favourable in neighbouring countries and 100

bumper harvests elsewhere in the subregion are likely to limit

export opportunities. %
0
Import requirements of wheat and rice are foreseen at 225 000 Average 2015/16- 2019/20 2020/21 forecast
tonnes in the 2021/22 marketing year, a slight year-on-year 2019/20
increase as production is not expected to keep pace with
population growth and consumption needs. Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
marketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).
Lower year on year maize prices Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
Interrupting a rising trend that started in June 2020, the national
average price of maize grain decreased in February 2021 and Malawi
was about 45 percent lower year on year. The lower price is
mostly attributed to the ample supply situation and prospects of Retail maize prices

an above-average annual output in 2021, which is likely to also

. . . . Kwacha per k;
help contain seasonal price increases later in the year. At the perie

subnational level, prices were higher in southern districts 350
compared to the markets in the centre and north, reflecting the 325
lower levels of production in the south. 0
High prev alance of food insecurity, but e
improvements anticipated from April onwards .
Based on the latest IPC assessments, released in January 2021, 225
approximately 2.6 million people are estimated to be food 200
insecure and in need of humanitarian assistance until the end of 175
March, prior the main harvest period. Nearly 80 percent (about %0
2 million people) of this population is located in rural areas and O o o 0 MmO 0O 0 O O O o
mostly in southern districts. The national figure marks a 2L TR E T ALY LEYG
deterioration compared to the previous year, when about <« 2 200 d& <2 3 0ad

1.8 million people in rural areas were assessed to be food )
insecure. The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have been a W National//werage

key factor that has worsened food insecurity in 2021. . = =
Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.

Whilst the national HFRQRP\ DQG KRXVHKROGVY L

expected to recover slowly from the impacts of the pandemic, the

expected improved cereal supply situation from April onwards is

anticipated to have a significant positive effect on the food

security situation. Prices of maize could also continue to fall, to

the benefit of consumers and partly abating the effects of income

losses due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Reference Date: 06-November -2020 Malawi
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT o
x Planting of 2021 cereals ongoing under generally Cropalendiar (*major foodcrop]
favourable weather conditions s
X Large cereal output attained in 2020 g
X Cereal imports below average in  2020/21 marketing ce:
year Sorghum
X Lower year -on-year maize prices ANS—_E T ATl T T L atatals
x Prevalence of food insecurity increased due to
effects of COVID-19 pandemic Lean period — —
. . Sowing -
Planting of 2021 cereal crops ongoing under Growing B
generally favourable weather  conditions urvestie
Planting of the 2021 cereals crops is underway and is expected Source: FAO/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
to be finalized by the end of December 2020, with the harvest set
to take place from the second quarter of 2021. .
Malawi
Heavy rainfall was recorded at the start of the cropping season in .
October 2020 and although this caused some localized floods Cereal Production
and delays to planting operations, the abundant precipitation SR S50 e
boosted soil moisture levels and had an overall positive impact average 2019 estimate | 2020/2019
on early crop development. Weather forecasts for the s pertuty
November 2020-January 2021 period point to a slightly
higher-than-normal probability of reduced rainfall in central and Maize 2959 3392 3692 8.8
southern districts, a factor that could limit crop productivity. Rice (paddy) 113 134 147 10.0
To ameliorate | D U P tdd¢as§ to agricultural inputs, particularly PR = = = 21
Others 34 46 50 8.1

in the context of the pandemic-induced economic downturn and
consequently lower incomes, the Government is implementing Total 3194 3709 4030 8.7
the Affordable Inputs Programme (AIP). This intervention aims to Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.

provide 4.28 million smallholder farmers with accesss to fertilizers  so;co: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

at a fixed subsidized price of MWK 4 495 per 50 kg, while

farmers would also pay a subsidized price of MWK 2 000 for a

5-7 kg bag of seeds (either maize, rice or sorghum). In the

previous cropping season, an estimated 0.9 million farmers were

targeted with an input subsidy scheme.

Large cereal output attained in 2020

Cereal production in 2020 is estimated at 4.1 million tonnes,

26 percent higher than the five-year average. Most of this output
is comprised of maize, with the harvest estimated at 3.78 million
tonnes. The bumper output is the result of an above-average
planted area and high yields, on account of favourable weather
conditions.

e '2W/ST global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Cereal import requirements  below average in
2020/21

Reflecting two consecutive years of large cereal outputs, import
requirements are estimated at a below-average level of
approximately 200 000 tonnes in the 2020/21 marketing year
(April/March). Most of this quantity is rice and wheat, which are
produced in relatively small quantities compared to local needs.

Although national cereal stocks are also estimated to increase in
2020/21, on account of the bumper harvest, purchases of maize
by the Government to buffer domestic strategic reserves have so
far fallen short of the targets. This could limit the ability of the
Government to provide subsidized maize during the lean period,
typically starting in January.

Lower year on year maize prices

Retail prices of maize grain, the primary food staple, have
remained generally stable since the start of the harvest in

April 2020, rising by only 9 percent in the months up to October,
compared to 39 percent in the same period in 2019. On a yearly
basis, retail prices were also lower, owing to the adequate supply
situation. At the subnational level, prices were generally higher in
southern districts compared to the markets in the centre and
north, reflecting the lower levels of production in the south.

Prevalence of food insecurity increase d due to
effects of COVID -19

Based on the latest IPC assessments conducted in mid-2020,
2.6 million people are estimated to be food insecure and in need
of humanitarian assistance until March 2021, prior to the main
harvest period. Nearly 80 percent (2.03 million people) of this
population is located in rural areas and mostly in southern
districts. The national figure marks a deterioration compared to
the previous year, when 1.8 million people in the rural areas were
assessed to be food insecure.

Although cereal production increased in 2020, resulting in
average to above-average staple food supplies at the household
level, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have driven up the
current rates of food insecurity, particularly among the urban
households which likely experienced more extensive job and
income losses. In the rural areas, notably in the southern districts
of Nsanje, Neno and Balaka, localized weather shocks that
caused shortfalls in cereal production in 2020 are also key factors
that stressed food insecurity. In addition, the high prices of maize
grain during the last year in the south worsened the access to
food. According to recent data from the Emergency Agriculture
and Food Security Surveillance System (EmA-FSS), a survey
conducted jointly by the Government and FAO, households in the
south are also more reliant on food purchases and this factor is
expected to exacerbate the effects of high grain prices on
households ffood security.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
marketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
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Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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Malawi

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

X Cereal production in 2020 estimated at bumper level ,
helping to bolster KR XV HKR O GaufiplieR Rl
keeping national import requirements at
below -average level in 2020/21

X Prices of maize decreased seasonally from
March 2020, but remain ed higher on yearly basis as
of June

x Estimated 1.9 million people in need of food
assistance in fi rst quarter of 2020 ; food insecurity
conditions likely to worsen due to effects of
COVID-19

Cereal production in 2020 estimated
level

Harvesting of the 2020 maize crop, which accounts for the bulk of
WKH FRXQWU\TV dohtlude®i® Jum& &ddBpraduction is
officially estimated at 3.7 million tonnes, about 25 percent higher
than the five-year average. The large output is the result of an
above-average planted area and high yields, underpinned by
favourable weather conditions. Reports from the country indicate
an increased use of fertilizers and hybrid seeds, supported by
Government-funded subsidy programmes, which have supported
the increase in crop productivity. Production of other cereal
crops, including paddy and sorghum, are also estimated to have
increased in 2020. Overall, the total cereal output is estimated at
a well above-average level of 4 million tonnes.

Looking further ahead to the 2020/21 cropping season, the
Government announced an increase in the number of
households that will benefit from the input subsidy programme,
up from 0.9 million in the 2019/20 season to 3.5 million.

at bumper

Cereal import requirements
2020/21

The aggregate cereal import requirement in the 2020/21
marketing year (April/March) is estimated at about 185 000
tonnes, virtually unchanged from the previous year Y Mw level
and 40 percent below the previous five-year average. The
reduced volume reflects two years of above-average maize
harvests in 2019 and 2020, which have enabled the country to
bolster stocks.

below average in

Crop Calendar

(*major foodcrop)

Maize*
Rice
Sorghum
Wheat

Fim'a'Mm' 1'3'a's!o'N'D
Lean period . e
Sowing -
Growing -
Harvesting
Source: FAOQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
Malawi
Cereal Production

2015-2019 2020 change
average 2019 forecast 2020/2019

000 tonnes percent
Maize 2959 3392 3700 9.1
Rice (paddy) 113 134 147 10.0
Sorghum 89 137 140 2.1
Others 34 46 51 11.1
Total 3194 3709 4038 8.9

Note: percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
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Prices of m aize fell steep ly from March 2020

Retail prices of maize declined significantly between March and
April from their all-time highs in February, mainly reflecting the
boost to market supplies from the then ongoing harvest. In

May 2020, prices of maize levelled off and, as of June 2020, they
were slightly above their year-earlier values.

In early April, the Government announced an increase in the
minimum farmgate price for maize grain. The revised price was
set at MWK 200 per kg compared to MWK 180 per kg in the
previous year.

Prevalence of food insecurity expected to
increase due to effects of COVID -19

According to the last official estimates from SADC, an estimated
2.7 million people are assessed to be food insecure in 2020, of
which 1.9 million live in rural areas and the remaining 800 000
people live in urban areas. This level is similar to the previous
year. The high prevalence of food insecurity is mainly associated
with the direct and indirect effects of the COVID-19 pandemic,
which are expected to curtail access to food, through both
income losses associated with the economic slowdown and
disruptions to the food supply chains.

While a comprehensive assessment of the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic on food security is still unavailable, the
Ministry of Agriculture, partnering with FAO, collected data from
farming households in April and May 2020 in 18 districts across
the country and indicated that about 35 percent of the
respondents have resorted to negative coping strategies in an
attempt to try and maintain a stable food consumption during the
COVID-19 emergency. In addition, according to the results
obtained from the Food Insecurity Experience Scale survey,

66 percent of the farmer households were estimated to be
moderately or severely food insecure, of which 20 percent
attributed their limited access to food to the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic. A higher prevalence of the food insecurity
experience and resorting to negative coping strategies was
reported in southern districts, mirroring the results from the earlier
IPC analysis.

As a measure to prevent a deterioration in food security
conditions, the Government disbursed a one-off grant of

MWK 28 000 (USD 40) to nearly 300 000 rural households,
aiming to bolster their ability to access food during the March to
June period. For the July to October 2020 period, the amount
disbursed to each rural household will be doubled. Regarding the
urban population, the Government also announced a cash
transfer programme targeting 185 000 households in the second
half of 2020, which will deliver a monthly MWK 35 000 (USD 50)
for four months.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
marketing years (forrice, calendar year of second year shown).
Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
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Source: FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT T
X Maize production in 2020 forecast to exceed CropLaleadar (*major foodcrop]
five -year average for second consecutive year TR
x Prices of maize decreased seasonally in March 2020, ¥
but remain ed higher on yea rly basis e
x Estimated 1.9 million people in need of food Schghtas
assistance in first quarter of 2020 Wheat
X To counter potential impacts of COVID -19 pandemic,
Government strengthened monitoring activities of Lean period fe— —
food markets to prevent overpricin
P P 9 Sowing -
. . G i
Above -average maize harvest forecast in 2020 H:::::ng -
Harvesting of the 2020 maize crop, which accounts for the bulk of e AR FES I
WKH FRXQWU\JV FHUHDO RXWSXW VWDU' °ure:FAO/GIEWS, .
Between October 2019, the beginning of the rainy season, and Malawi
January 2020, precipitation was well distributed and cumulative
amounts were average to above average, supporting planting Cereal Production
activities and early crop development in the main
cereal-producing districts. Heavy rains in February sustained 2015-2023 s mms: IDE;:EB
average to above-average rainfall totals, but also triggered SVErmee oreed
small-scale floods in parts of the Central and Northern regions, 000 tonnes percent
causing localized losses of standing crops. In March, monthly Mzize 3 gcg 31293 2500 c1
rainfall deficits were recorded in parts of the Southern Region, fice (padidy) S - S a5
with negative impacts on yields. As of late March, just prior to the ey
main harvesting period, remote sensing vegetation data indicated =~ == i 1 1 ot
mostly favourable crop conditions in Northern and Central Dthers 34 45 51 11.1
regions and stressed conditions in parts of the South. Overall, the Totzl 3194 3709 3938 6.1
national maize yield is expected at an above-average level, with Plobi- perceniage diange il oilabed Som unroundi 5
localized production shortfalls anticipated in some southern Source: FAD/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

districts. An increased use of fertilizer and hybrid seeds,
supported by Government-funded subsidy programmes, has also
reinforced expectations of good yields.

The preliminary official production forecast for the 2020 maize
output stands at just under 3.7 million tonnes, 9 percent above
the high outturn in 2019 and 25 percent above the previous
five-year average. However, the actual production is expected to
be slightly lower than this level reflecting crop losses due to
floods and dry weather conditions, which occurred in the months
following the release of the first production forecast.

e '2W/ST global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Cereal import requirements estimated at
below -average level in 2019/20

The aggregate cereal import requirement in the 2019/20
marketing year (April/March) was estimated at about 200 000
tonnes. This volume was almost 35 percent below the previous
five-year average, reflecting the large maize and rice production
in 2019 that lowered import needs. Import requirements of wheat,
which is only produced in marginal quantities, were estimated at
an average level of 150 000 tonnes in 2019/20.

In the 2020/21 marketing year, based on a forecast second
consecutive bumper harvest, the import requirement for cereals
is anticipated to remain at a below-average level. In addition, the
large domestic supplies should allow a build-up of the national
strategic reserves.

Maize prices dipped seasonally in March
but remained higher on yearly basis

Retail prices of maize decreased seasonally in March 2020, as
WUDGHUV UHOHDVHG VWRFNV IURP WKH
anticipation of the 2020 harvest. However, the national average
price of maize grain was still 65 percent higher compared to the
year-earlier value. The higher level reflects sustained gains

during the second half of 2019 and early 2020, driven partly by
heightened import demand from neighbouring countries, where
cereal harvests declined steeply in 2019.

2020,

Although seasonal price declines are likely to continue in the next
weeks, disruptions to the movement of grains due to the
COVID-19 pandemic could result in localized price spikes.

In early April, the Government announced an increase in the
farmgate price for maize grain, which should set the minimum
boundary that farmers to sell their crops. The revised level is now
set at MWK 200 per kg compared to MWK 180 per kg in the
previous year.

Increased number of people in need of food
assistance

Based on the latest IPC analysis, released in January 2020, the
estimated number of people facing acute food insecurity was
revised upwards for the November 2019-March 2020 period, from
1.06 million to 1.9 million people, to take into account the effects
of the sharp increase in maize prices, the main food staple.
However, the revised estimate of the food insecure population
was still 40 percent lower compared to the corresponding period
of the previous year, on account of the large 2019 harvest. At
subnational level, the highest prevalence of food insecurity was
assessed in the southern districts of Balaka, Neno and Nsanje,
and in the northern district of Karonga.

Looking further ahead, despite an expected above-average
harvest in 2020 that would improve food availability and ease
access constraints to food, the risks posed by the COVID-19
pandemic could cause an increase in the prevalence of
malnutrition. The effects of the pandemic are expected to be
primarily channeled through a reduction in economic activities
and associated income losses, while potential breakdowns in the

Malawi
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second year shown).

Source: FAQO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets.
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Source: FAQ/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool.
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food supply chains represent additional concerns for food
security across the country.

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the
Government

A State of National Disaster was declared on 20 March 2020,
as the Government took measures to prevent the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. Although there were only a limited number of
confirmed positive cases as of mid-April, the Government
implemented international and domestic travel restrictions.
Entities working in the food and agricultural supply chains are
exempt from these restrictions and, in order to ease the
pressure on these essential services, the Government reduced
fuel prices. The Competition and Fair Trading Commission has
increased its surveillance and monitoring activities in order to
limit potential overpricing of food products.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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X Maize production in 2020 forecast to exceed CropLaleadar (*major foodcrop]
five -year average for second consecutive year TR
x Prices of maize decreased seasonally in March 2020, ¥
but remain ed higher on yea rly basis e
x Estimated 1.9 million people in need of food Schghtas
assistance in first quarter of 2020 Wheat
X To counter potential impacts of COVID -19 pandemic,
Government strengthened monitoring activities of Lean period fe— —
food markets to prevent overpricin
P P 9 Sowing -
. . G i
Above -average maize harvest forecast in 2020 H:::::ng -
Harvesting of the 2020 maize crop, which accounts for the bulk of e AR FES I
WKH FRXQWU\JV FHUHDO RXWSXW VWDU' °ure:FAO/GIEWS, .
Between October 2019, the beginning of the rainy season, and Malawi
January 2020, precipitation was well distributed and cumulative
amounts were average to above average, supporting planting Cereal Production
activities and early crop development in the main
cereal-producing districts. Heavy rains in February sustained 2015-2023 s mms: IDE;:EB
average to above-average rainfall totals, but also triggered SVErmee oreed
small-scale floods in parts of the Central and Northern regions, 000 tonnes percent
causing localized losses of standing crops. In March, monthly Mzize 3 gcg 31293 2500 c1
rainfall deficits were recorded in parts of the Southern Region, fice (padidy) S - S a5
with negative impacts on yields. As of late March, just prior to the ey
main harvesting period, remote sensing vegetation data indicated =~ == i 1 1 ot
mostly favourable crop conditions in Northern and Central Dthers 34 45 51 11.1
regions and stressed conditions in parts of the South. Overall, the Totzl 3194 3709 3938 6.1
national maize yield is expected at an above-average level, with Plobi- perceniage diange il oilabed Som unroundi 5
localized production shortfalls anticipated in some southern Source: FAD/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

districts. An increased use of fertilizer and hybrid seeds,
supported by Government-funded subsidy programmes, has also
reinforced expectations of good yields.

The preliminary official production forecast for the 2020 maize
output stands at just under 3.7 million tonnes, 9 percent above
the high outturn in 2019 and 25 percent above the previous
five-year average. However, the actual production is expected to
be slightly lower than this level reflecting crop losses due to
floods and dry weather conditions, which occurred in the months
following the release of the first production forecast.

e '2W/ST global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Cereal import requirements estimated at
below -average level in 2019/20

The aggregate cereal import requirement in the 2019/20
marketing year (April/March) was estimated at about 200 000
tonnes. This volume was almost 35 percent below the previous
five-year average, reflecting the large maize and rice production
in 2019 that lowered import needs. Import requirements of wheat,
which is only produced in marginal quantities, were estimated at
an average level of 150 000 tonnes in 2019/20.

In the 2020/21 marketing year, based on a forecast second
consecutive bumper harvest, the import requirement for cereals
is anticipated to remain at a below-average level. In addition, the
large domestic supplies should allow a build-up of the national
strategic reserves.

Maize prices dipped seasonally in March
but remained higher on yearly basis

Retail prices of maize decreased seasonally in March 2020, as
WUDGHUV UHOHDVHG VWRFNV IURP WKH
anticipation of the 2020 harvest. However, the national average
price of maize grain was still 65 percent higher compared to the
year-earlier value. The higher level reflects sustained gains

during the second half of 2019 and early 2020, driven partly by
heightened import demand from neighbouring countries, where
cereal harvests declined steeply in 2019.

2020,

Although seasonal price declines are likely to continue in the next
weeks, disruptions to the movement of grains due to the
COVID-19 pandemic could result in localized price spikes.

In early April, the Government announced an increase in the
farmgate price for maize grain, which should set the minimum
boundary that farmers to sell their crops. The revised level is now
set at MWK 200 per kg compared to MWK 180 per kg in the
previous year.

Increased number of people in need of food
assistance

Based on the latest IPC analysis, released in January 2020, the
estimated number of people facing acute food insecurity was
revised upwards for the November 2019-March 2020 period, from
1.06 million to 1.9 million people, to take into account the effects
of the sharp increase in maize prices, the main food staple.
However, the revised estimate of the food insecure population
was still 40 percent lower compared to the corresponding period
of the previous year, on account of the large 2019 harvest. At
subnational level, the highest prevalence of food insecurity was
assessed in the southern districts of Balaka, Neno and Nsanje,
and in the northern district of Karonga.

Looking further ahead, despite an expected above-average
harvest in 2020 that would improve food availability and ease
access constraints to food, the risks posed by the COVID-19
pandemic could cause an increase in the prevalence of
malnutrition. The effects of the pandemic are expected to be
primarily channeled through a reduction in economic activities
and associated income losses, while potential breakdowns in the
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food supply chains represent additional concerns for food
security across the country.

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the
Government

A State of National Disaster was declared on 20 March 2020,
as the Government took measures to prevent the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. Although there were only a limited number of
confirmed positive cases as of mid-April, the Government
implemented international and domestic travel restrictions.
Entities working in the food and agricultural supply chains are
exempt from these restrictions and, in order to ease the
pressure on these essential services, the Government reduced
fuel prices. The Competition and Fair Trading Commission has
increased its surveillance and monitoring activities in order to
limit potential overpricing of food products.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Between October 2019, the beginning of the rainy season, and Malawi
January 2020, precipitation was well distributed and cumulative
amounts were average to above average, supporting planting Cereal Production
activities and early crop development in the main
cereal-producing districts. Heavy rains in February sustained 2015-2023 s mms: IDE;:EB
average to above-average rainfall totals, but also triggered SVErmee oreed
small-scale floods in parts of the Central and Northern regions, 000 tonnes percent
causing localized losses of standing crops. In March, monthly Mzize 3 gcg 31293 2500 c1
rainfall deficits were recorded in parts of the Southern Region, fice (padidy) S - S a5
with negative impacts on yields. As of late March, just prior to the ey
main harvesting period, remote sensing vegetation data indicated =~ == i 1 1 ot
mostly favourable crop conditions in Northern and Central Dthers 34 45 51 11.1
regions and stressed conditions in parts of the South. Overall, the Totzl 3194 3709 3938 6.1
national maize yield is expected at an above-average level, with Plobi- perceniage diange il oilabed Som unroundi 5
localized production shortfalls anticipated in some southern Source: FAD/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

districts. An increased use of fertilizer and hybrid seeds,
supported by Government-funded subsidy programmes, has also
reinforced expectations of good yields.

The preliminary official production forecast for the 2020 maize
output stands at just under 3.7 million tonnes, 9 percent above
the high outturn in 2019 and 25 percent above the previous
five-year average. However, the actual production is expected to
be slightly lower than this level reflecting crop losses due to
floods and dry weather conditions, which occurred in the months
following the release of the first production forecast.

e '2W/ST global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Cereal import requirements estimated at
below -average level in 2019/20

The aggregate cereal import requirement in the 2019/20
marketing year (April/March) was estimated at about 200 000
tonnes. This volume was almost 35 percent below the previous
five-year average, reflecting the large maize and rice production
in 2019 that lowered import needs. Import requirements of wheat,
which is only produced in marginal quantities, were estimated at
an average level of 150 000 tonnes in 2019/20.

In the 2020/21 marketing year, based on a forecast second
consecutive bumper harvest, the import requirement for cereals
is anticipated to remain at a below-average level. In addition, the
large domestic supplies should allow a build-up of the national
strategic reserves.

Maize prices dipped seasonally in March
but remained higher on yearly basis

Retail prices of maize decreased seasonally in March 2020, as
WUDGHUV UHOHDVHG VWRFNV IURP WKH
anticipation of the 2020 harvest. However, the national average
price of maize grain was still 65 percent higher compared to the
year-earlier value. The higher level reflects sustained gains

during the second half of 2019 and early 2020, driven partly by
heightened import demand from neighbouring countries, where
cereal harvests declined steeply in 2019.

2020,

Although seasonal price declines are likely to continue in the next
weeks, disruptions to the movement of grains due to the
COVID-19 pandemic could result in localized price spikes.

In early April, the Government announced an increase in the
farmgate price for maize grain, which should set the minimum
boundary that farmers to sell their crops. The revised level is now
set at MWK 200 per kg compared to MWK 180 per kg in the
previous year.

Increased number of people in need of food
assistance

Based on the latest IPC analysis, released in January 2020, the
estimated number of people facing acute food insecurity was
revised upwards for the November 2019-March 2020 period, from
1.06 million to 1.9 million people, to take into account the effects
of the sharp increase in maize prices, the main food staple.
However, the revised estimate of the food insecure population
was still 40 percent lower compared to the corresponding period
of the previous year, on account of the large 2019 harvest. At
subnational level, the highest prevalence of food insecurity was
assessed in the southern districts of Balaka, Neno and Nsanje,
and in the northern district of Karonga.

Looking further ahead, despite an expected above-average
harvest in 2020 that would improve food availability and ease
access constraints to food, the risks posed by the COVID-19
pandemic could cause an increase in the prevalence of
malnutrition. The effects of the pandemic are expected to be
primarily channeled through a reduction in economic activities
and associated income losses, while potential breakdowns in the
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food supply chains represent additional concerns for food
security across the country.

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the
Government

A State of National Disaster was declared on 20 March 2020,
as the Government took measures to prevent the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. Although there were only a limited number of
confirmed positive cases as of mid-April, the Government
implemented international and domestic travel restrictions.
Entities working in the food and agricultural supply chains are
exempt from these restrictions and, in order to ease the
pressure on these essential services, the Government reduced
fuel prices. The Competition and Fair Trading Commission has
increased its surveillance and monitoring activities in order to
limit potential overpricing of food products.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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districts. An increased use of fertilizer and hybrid seeds,
supported by Government-funded subsidy programmes, has also
reinforced expectations of good yields.

The preliminary official production forecast for the 2020 maize
output stands at just under 3.7 million tonnes, 9 percent above
the high outturn in 2019 and 25 percent above the previous
five-year average. However, the actual production is expected to
be slightly lower than this level reflecting crop losses due to
floods and dry weather conditions, which occurred in the months
following the release of the first production forecast.
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Cereal import requirements estimated at
below -average level in 2019/20

The aggregate cereal import requirement in the 2019/20
marketing year (April/March) was estimated at about 200 000
tonnes. This volume was almost 35 percent below the previous
five-year average, reflecting the large maize and rice production
in 2019 that lowered import needs. Import requirements of wheat,
which is only produced in marginal quantities, were estimated at
an average level of 150 000 tonnes in 2019/20.

In the 2020/21 marketing year, based on a forecast second
consecutive bumper harvest, the import requirement for cereals
is anticipated to remain at a below-average level. In addition, the
large domestic supplies should allow a build-up of the national
strategic reserves.

Maize prices dipped seasonally in March
but remained higher on yearly basis

Retail prices of maize decreased seasonally in March 2020, as
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anticipation of the 2020 harvest. However, the national average
price of maize grain was still 65 percent higher compared to the
year-earlier value. The higher level reflects sustained gains

during the second half of 2019 and early 2020, driven partly by
heightened import demand from neighbouring countries, where
cereal harvests declined steeply in 2019.

2020,

Although seasonal price declines are likely to continue in the next
weeks, disruptions to the movement of grains due to the
COVID-19 pandemic could result in localized price spikes.

In early April, the Government announced an increase in the
farmgate price for maize grain, which should set the minimum
boundary that farmers to sell their crops. The revised level is now
set at MWK 200 per kg compared to MWK 180 per kg in the
previous year.

Increased number of people in need of food
assistance

Based on the latest IPC analysis, released in January 2020, the
estimated number of people facing acute food insecurity was
revised upwards for the November 2019-March 2020 period, from
1.06 million to 1.9 million people, to take into account the effects
of the sharp increase in maize prices, the main food staple.
However, the revised estimate of the food insecure population
was still 40 percent lower compared to the corresponding period
of the previous year, on account of the large 2019 harvest. At
subnational level, the highest prevalence of food insecurity was
assessed in the southern districts of Balaka, Neno and Nsanje,
and in the northern district of Karonga.

Looking further ahead, despite an expected above-average
harvest in 2020 that would improve food availability and ease
access constraints to food, the risks posed by the COVID-19
pandemic could cause an increase in the prevalence of
malnutrition. The effects of the pandemic are expected to be
primarily channeled through a reduction in economic activities
and associated income losses, while potential breakdowns in the
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food supply chains represent additional concerns for food
security across the country.

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the
Government

A State of National Disaster was declared on 20 March 2020,
as the Government took measures to prevent the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. Although there were only a limited number of
confirmed positive cases as of mid-April, the Government
implemented international and domestic travel restrictions.
Entities working in the food and agricultural supply chains are
exempt from these restrictions and, in order to ease the
pressure on these essential services, the Government reduced
fuel prices. The Competition and Fair Trading Commission has
increased its surveillance and monitoring activities in order to
limit potential overpricing of food products.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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districts. An increased use of fertilizer and hybrid seeds,
supported by Government-funded subsidy programmes, has also
reinforced expectations of good yields.

The preliminary official production forecast for the 2020 maize
output stands at just under 3.7 million tonnes, 9 percent above
the high outturn in 2019 and 25 percent above the previous
five-year average. However, the actual production is expected to
be slightly lower than this level reflecting crop losses due to
floods and dry weather conditions, which occurred in the months
following the release of the first production forecast.
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Cereal import requirements estimated at
below -average level in 2019/20

The aggregate cereal import requirement in the 2019/20
marketing year (April/March) was estimated at about 200 000
tonnes. This volume was almost 35 percent below the previous
five-year average, reflecting the large maize and rice production
in 2019 that lowered import needs. Import requirements of wheat,
which is only produced in marginal quantities, were estimated at
an average level of 150 000 tonnes in 2019/20.

In the 2020/21 marketing year, based on a forecast second
consecutive bumper harvest, the import requirement for cereals
is anticipated to remain at a below-average level. In addition, the
large domestic supplies should allow a build-up of the national
strategic reserves.

Maize prices dipped seasonally in March
but remained higher on yearly basis

Retail prices of maize decreased seasonally in March 2020, as
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anticipation of the 2020 harvest. However, the national average
price of maize grain was still 65 percent higher compared to the
year-earlier value. The higher level reflects sustained gains

during the second half of 2019 and early 2020, driven partly by
heightened import demand from neighbouring countries, where
cereal harvests declined steeply in 2019.

2020,

Although seasonal price declines are likely to continue in the next
weeks, disruptions to the movement of grains due to the
COVID-19 pandemic could result in localized price spikes.

In early April, the Government announced an increase in the
farmgate price for maize grain, which should set the minimum
boundary that farmers to sell their crops. The revised level is now
set at MWK 200 per kg compared to MWK 180 per kg in the
previous year.

Increased number of people in need of food
assistance

Based on the latest IPC analysis, released in January 2020, the
estimated number of people facing acute food insecurity was
revised upwards for the November 2019-March 2020 period, from
1.06 million to 1.9 million people, to take into account the effects
of the sharp increase in maize prices, the main food staple.
However, the revised estimate of the food insecure population
was still 40 percent lower compared to the corresponding period
of the previous year, on account of the large 2019 harvest. At
subnational level, the highest prevalence of food insecurity was
assessed in the southern districts of Balaka, Neno and Nsanje,
and in the northern district of Karonga.

Looking further ahead, despite an expected above-average
harvest in 2020 that would improve food availability and ease
access constraints to food, the risks posed by the COVID-19
pandemic could cause an increase in the prevalence of
malnutrition. The effects of the pandemic are expected to be
primarily channeled through a reduction in economic activities
and associated income losses, while potential breakdowns in the
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food supply chains represent additional concerns for food
security across the country.

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the
Government

A State of National Disaster was declared on 20 March 2020,
as the Government took measures to prevent the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. Although there were only a limited number of
confirmed positive cases as of mid-April, the Government
implemented international and domestic travel restrictions.
Entities working in the food and agricultural supply chains are
exempt from these restrictions and, in order to ease the
pressure on these essential services, the Government reduced
fuel prices. The Competition and Fair Trading Commission has
increased its surveillance and monitoring activities in order to
limit potential overpricing of food products.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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districts. An increased use of fertilizer and hybrid seeds,
supported by Government-funded subsidy programmes, has also
reinforced expectations of good yields.

The preliminary official production forecast for the 2020 maize
output stands at just under 3.7 million tonnes, 9 percent above
the high outturn in 2019 and 25 percent above the previous
five-year average. However, the actual production is expected to
be slightly lower than this level reflecting crop losses due to
floods and dry weather conditions, which occurred in the months
following the release of the first production forecast.
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Cereal import requirements estimated at
below -average level in 2019/20

The aggregate cereal import requirement in the 2019/20
marketing year (April/March) was estimated at about 200 000
tonnes. This volume was almost 35 percent below the previous
five-year average, reflecting the large maize and rice production
in 2019 that lowered import needs. Import requirements of wheat,
which is only produced in marginal quantities, were estimated at
an average level of 150 000 tonnes in 2019/20.

In the 2020/21 marketing year, based on a forecast second
consecutive bumper harvest, the import requirement for cereals
is anticipated to remain at a below-average level. In addition, the
large domestic supplies should allow a build-up of the national
strategic reserves.

Maize prices dipped seasonally in March
but remained higher on yearly basis

Retail prices of maize decreased seasonally in March 2020, as
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anticipation of the 2020 harvest. However, the national average
price of maize grain was still 65 percent higher compared to the
year-earlier value. The higher level reflects sustained gains

during the second half of 2019 and early 2020, driven partly by
heightened import demand from neighbouring countries, where
cereal harvests declined steeply in 2019.

2020,

Although seasonal price declines are likely to continue in the next
weeks, disruptions to the movement of grains due to the
COVID-19 pandemic could result in localized price spikes.

In early April, the Government announced an increase in the
farmgate price for maize grain, which should set the minimum
boundary that farmers to sell their crops. The revised level is now
set at MWK 200 per kg compared to MWK 180 per kg in the
previous year.

Increased number of people in need of food
assistance

Based on the latest IPC analysis, released in January 2020, the
estimated number of people facing acute food insecurity was
revised upwards for the November 2019-March 2020 period, from
1.06 million to 1.9 million people, to take into account the effects
of the sharp increase in maize prices, the main food staple.
However, the revised estimate of the food insecure population
was still 40 percent lower compared to the corresponding period
of the previous year, on account of the large 2019 harvest. At
subnational level, the highest prevalence of food insecurity was
assessed in the southern districts of Balaka, Neno and Nsanje,
and in the northern district of Karonga.

Looking further ahead, despite an expected above-average
harvest in 2020 that would improve food availability and ease
access constraints to food, the risks posed by the COVID-19
pandemic could cause an increase in the prevalence of
malnutrition. The effects of the pandemic are expected to be
primarily channeled through a reduction in economic activities
and associated income losses, while potential breakdowns in the
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food supply chains represent additional concerns for food
security across the country.

COVID-19 and measures adopted by the
Government

A State of National Disaster was declared on 20 March 2020,
as the Government took measures to prevent the spread of the
COVID-19 virus. Although there were only a limited number of
confirmed positive cases as of mid-April, the Government
implemented international and domestic travel restrictions.
Entities working in the food and agricultural supply chains are
exempt from these restrictions and, in order to ease the
pressure on these essential services, the Government reduced
fuel prices. The Competition and Fair Trading Commission has
increased its surveillance and monitoring activities in order to
limit potential overpricing of food products.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

x Favourable rains support ed sowing operations and
early development of 2020 cereal crops

X Cereal production in 2019 estimated at
above -average level

X Import requirements in 2019/20 marketing year
estimated below average

X Maize grain prices rose further in second semester
of 2019

X Nearly 1.9 million people estimated in need of food
assistance due to localiz ed production shortfalls  and
high food prices

Beneficial seasonal rai ns support ed planting s
of 2020 cereal crops

Planting of 2020 cereal crops concluded in December 2019 and
the harvest is expected to start in April. Since the start of the
cropping season in October, conducive weather conditions have
resulted in adequate soil moisture levels, which supported
planting operations and early crop development. For the
January-March 2020 period, seasonal weather forecasts point to
an increased probability of average to above-average
precipitation across the country, raising the likelihood of a second
consecutive above-average cereal output in 2020.

Above -average c ereal production in 2019

Harvesting of the 2019 maize crop, which accounts for the bulk of
W KH F R XoaVéérad) Gutput, was completed last June and
production is estimated at about 3.4 million tonnes, 10 percent
above the five-year average. Localized shortfalls in maize
production were registered in parts of the Southern Region,
where about one-third of the national maize harvest is produced,
due to flood-related crop damage and losses.

Production of other cereal crops, mainly rice and sorghum, was
also estimated at above-average levels as favourable weather
conditions boosted the area planted and yields. Overall, cereal
production in 2019 is estimated at 3.7 million tonnes, 12 percent
above the five-year average.

Cereal import requirements in 2019/20
estimated below average

Aggregate cereal import requirements in the 2019/20 marketing
year (April/March) are estimated at about 200 000 tonnes. This

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize*
Rice
Sorghum
Whest
leon period i
lean period — —
Sowing -
Growing -
Harvesting
Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
Malawi
Cereal Production

2014-2018 2019 change

average 2018 estimate  2019/2018
000 tonnes percent

Maize 30786 2792 3392 215
Rice (paddy) 112 114 134 1&0
Sorghum 20 26 137 59.4
Others 34 35 45 31.2
Total 3302 3025 3703 226

Note: percentagechange czlculated from unroundad data.
Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
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volume is almost 35 percent below the five-year average,
reflecting the larger maize and rice harvests that lowered the
import needs for these two cereals. Import requirements of
wheat, which is only produced in marginal quantities, are
estimated at an average level of 150 000 tonnes in 2019/20.

Maize prices increase d further in second
semester of 2019

Retail prices of maize have generally increased since May 2018.
Following a brief decline during the main 2019 harvest period
between April and June, prices continued to rise from July. As of
November 2019, despite the larger domestic supplies following
the bumper 2019 harvest, the national average retail price of
maize grain was MWK 254 per kg, almost double the year-earlier
values. The elevated level mostly reflects heightened import
demand from neighbouring countries, where cereal harvests in
2019 declined steeply. Additionally, localized shortfalls in
production in southern districts led to tight supplies and resulted
in prices that were well above the national average in these
areas.

Institutional purchases to bolster the national strategic reserves
have exerted further pressure and an increase in the price of fuel
in early November is also likely to support price gains in the
coming months.

Nearly 1.9 million people in need o f food
assistance

According to latest IPC analysis released in January 2020, the
number of food insecure people in the November 2019-

March 2020 period is estimated at 1.9 million people, about

40 percent below the high level of the previous year. This reflects
the positive impact of the larger 2019 harvest on food availability
for own consumption. The highest prevalence of severe food
insecurity (IPC Phase 3) is in the southern districts of Balaka and
Nsanje, and in northern Karonga District, due to localized
shortfalls in cereal production, high food prices and reduced
labour opportunities.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Malawi
Cereals Imports
000 tonnes

350

300

250

200

150

100

50

Average 2014/15 2018/19 2015/20 forecast
2018/19

Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to
individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of
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Malawi

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

x Favourable rains support ed sowing operations and
early development of 2020 cereal crops

X Cereal production in 2019 estimated at
above -average level

X Import requirements in 2019/20 marketing year
estimated below average

X Maize grain prices rose further in second semester
of 2019

X Nearly 1 million people estimated in need of food
assistance due to localiz ed production shortfalls  and

high food prices

Beneficial seasonal rain s support ed planting s
of 2020 cereal crops

Planting of the 2020 cereal crops, to be harvested from next
April, is about to finalize. Since the start of the cropping season in
October, conducive weather conditions have resulted in adequate
soil moisture levels, which supported planting operations and
early crop development. For the December 2019-March 2020
period, seasonal weather forecasts point to an increased
probability of average to above-average precipitation across the
country, raising the likelihood of a second consecutive
above-average cereal output in 2020.

Above -average c ereal production in 2019

Harvesting of the 2019 maize crop, which accounts for the bulk of
W KH F R XoaVéérad) Gutput, was completed last June and
production is estimated at about 3.4 million tonnes, 10 percent
above the five-year average. Localized shortfalls in maize
production were registered in parts of the Southern Region,
where about one-third of the national maize harvest is produced,
due to flood-related crop damage and losses.

Production of the other cereal crops, mainly rice and sorghum,
was also estimated at above-average levels as favourable
weather conditions boosted the area planted and yields. Overall,
cereal production in 2019 is estimated at 3.7 million tonnes,

12 percent above the five-year average.

Cereal import requirements in 2019/20
estimated below average

Aggregate cereal import requirements in the 2019/20 marketing
year (April/March) are estimated at about 200 000 tonnes. This

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize*
Rice
Sorghum
Whest
leon period i
lean period — —
Sowing -
Growing -
Harvesting
Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
Malawi
Cereal Production

2014-2018 2019 change

average 2018 estimate  2019/2018
000 tonnes percent

Maize 30786 2792 3392 215
Rice (paddy) 112 114 134 1&0
Sorghum 20 26 137 59.4
Others 34 35 45 31.2
Total 3302 3025 3703 226

Note: percentagechange czlculated from unroundad data.
Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
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volume is almost 35 percent below the five-year average,
reflecting the larger maize and rice harvests that lowered the
import needs for these two cereals. Import requirements of
wheat, which is only produced in marginal quantities, are
estimated at an average level of 150 000 tonnes in 2019/20.

Maize prices increase d further in second
semester of 2019

Retail prices of maize have generally increased since May 2018.
Following a brief decline during the main 2019 harvest period
between April and June, prices continued to rise from July. As of
November 2019, despite the larger domestic supplies following
the bumper 2019 harvest, the national average retail price of
maize grain was MWK 254 per kg, almost double the year-earlier
values. The elevated level mostly reflects heightened import
demand from neighbouring countries, where cereal harvests in
2019 declined steeply. Additionally, the localized shortfalls in
production in southern districts led to tight supplies and resulted
in prices that were well above the national average in these
areas.

Institutional purchases to bolster the national strategic reserves
have exerted further pressure and an increase in the price of fuel
in early November is also likely to support price gains in the
coming months.

Nearly 1 million people in need of f ood
assistance

According to latest IPC analysis made in June 2019, the number
of food insecure people in the October 2019-March 2020 period
is estimated to be less than half the level of the previous year.
This reflects the positive impact of the bumper 2019 harvest on
food availability for own consumption. Nonetheless, an estimated
1.06 million people were assessed to be food insecure, with the
highest prevalence of severe food insecurity (IPC phases 3 and
higher) located in southern districts, due to localized shortfalls in
cereal production.

However, in consideration of the steeply increasing prices of
maize grain, the key staple food, the number of food insecure is
expected to be higher than what is currently estimated.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT "
x Cereal production rises to above -average level in CropLalendar Cxinagor foodenn)
2 Maize*
X Boosted by larger harvest, supply outlook improved g
in 2019/20 marketing year (April/March) Hce:
x Recent uptick in ma ize grain prices reinforces higher Sorghum
year-on-year levels AT
x Despite improvement s in food security , over
1 million people still require assistance for food due leon period —
to localiz ed production shortfalls lean period o) iy
Favourable weather instigates rebound in Z"“"".g =
. . rowing
mailze productlon Harvesting

MaizeprRGXFWLRQ ZKLFK DFFRXQWYV IRU WI
aggregate cereal output, is estimated at about 3.4 million tonnes
in 2019, marking a rebound from the reduced output of 2018. At

Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.

this level, the maize harvest is 10 percent above the average of Malawi
the previous five years. The favourable outturn was mostly the
result of conducive weather conditions in central and northern Cereal Production

districts. However, in the Southern Region, which produces about

one-third of the national maize harvest, heavy rains in early 2014-2018 2013 S
March resulted in flooding, causing the loss of standing crops. average 2018  estimate EEEEEE
000 tonnes percent
Outputs of the other cereal crops are also estimated at Maize 2076 27392 33332 215
above-average levels as favourable weather conditions boosted Rice (paddy) 113 114 iid 150
the area harvested and yields. Overall, cereal production in 2019 S
is estimated at 3.7 million tonnes, 12 percent above the average. g £ & ol 53"‘
Others 34 35 46 31.2
Planting of the 2020 crops, that are to be harvested next March, Total 3302 3026 3703 226
will begin in October. Seasonal weather forecasts point to an Note: parcentage change calculated from unrounded data.
overall higher likelihood of average precipitation throughout the Source: FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.

country for most of the cropping season (October-June), which
indicates an increased likelihood of a second consecutive
above-average cereal output in 2020.

Boost in ¢ ereal supplies in 2019/20

The larger maize output has boosted the supply outlook for the
2019/20 marketing year (April/March), with a moderate build-up
in stocks for both households and national strategic reserves
expected. At the same time, import requirements are foreseen at
below-average levels. Overall, maize supplies are forecast at an
average level in 2019/20, in contrast to the below-average
availabilities of the previous year.

€1 21 global information and early warn  ing system on food and agriculture



Uptick in maize grain prices in recent months

Nominal prices of maize grain rose steeply in July and firmed up
in August 2019, having generally risen since mid-2018. As a
result, the national average maize price, at MWK 217 per kg, was
about 80 percent higher year on year as of August. The elevated
levels were mostly driven by the effects of a tight supply situation
in the previous year. Despite a larger output in 2019, seasonal
price declines were tempered by a combination of an increase in
the farm gate price to MWK 180 per kg (up from MWK 150),
heightened export demand from neighbouring countries reflecting
the poor harvests and expectations of an increase in institutional
purchases in 2019.

Improved harvest lessens food assistance
needs

Prompted by the production upturn, the number of food insecure
people is estimated to have fallen on a yearly basis from

2.2 million to 0.67 million in the July-September 2019 period.
Food insecurity is, however, expected to worsen in the next
months, particularly for rural households in the south that were
affected by floods. Consequently, the number of people in need
of assistance is projected to increase to 1.06 million between
October 2019 and March 2020, according to the latest IPC
analysis. These projections were based on the assumption that
maize prices would remain below MWK 250 per kg. However,
given the current levels and the historical seasonal trends, prices
could surpass this threshold before the harvest period in

March 2020 and, consequently, result in an aggravation of food
insecurity conditions.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Malawi

Cereals Imports
000 tonnes

Average 2014/15 2018/19 2013/20 forecast
2018/19

Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to
individual crop marketing years [for rice, calendaryear of
second year shown).

Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cerezl Balance Sheets.
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Malawi

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

x Cereal production in 2019 forecast at above average
level, reflecting generally beneficial rains

X However, in southern districts heavy rainfall in
March triggered floods which are expected to cause
crop losses and lower harvests compared to earlier
expectations

X Maize prices increased steeply and were above year -
earlier values at start of 2019

x Food insecurity expected to worsen in flood -affected
southern districts , but fore cast increase in cereal
production in 2019 anticipated to improve conditions
at national level

Production of maize forecastto increase in

2019

Harvesting of the 2019 main season cereal crops is expected to
start from late April.

Production of maize, the main food staple, is forecast to increase
to an above average level of about 3.3 million tonnes in 2019.
The principal factor supporting the favourable production outlook
has been the generally beneficial rainfall since the start of the
cropping season in October 2018. As a result, cropped areas in
the central and northern regions exhibited satisfactory vegetation
conditions at the start of March, inferring a likely increase in
maize yields in 2019, with the area sown expected at an average
level.

However, in the southern region, which produces about one-third
of the national maize output, heavy rains in the first week of
March caused flooding in 13 districts. No official data is yet
available regarding the impact to the agriculture sector, although
crop losses are expected in the worst affected zones. In addition,
in areas where there is still standing water or excessive soil
moisture, yields are likely to be lower than earlier expectations.

In addition to maize, a production increase is also forecast for the
second main cereal crop, rice, similarly reflecting mostly
favourable weather conditions, while sorghum and millet harvests
are expected at average levels in 2019.

Cereal supplies set to improve in 2019/20

Following a tight maize supply situation in the 2018/19 marketing
year (April/March) due to a sharply reduced harvest, prospects

Crop Calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize*
Rice
Sorghum
Wheat
leon period —
lean period — —
Sowing -
Growing -
Harvesting
Source: FAQ/GIEWS, FEWSNET.
Malawi
Cereal Production

2014-2018 2019 change

average 2018 forecast 2019/2018
000 tonnes percent

Maize 30786 2792 3300 18.2
Rice (paddy) 112 114 134 180
Sarghum 20 25 20 7.0
Others 34 35 36 3.0
Total 3302 3025 3550 17.3

Note: percentagechange czlculated from unroundad data.
Source: FAQ/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet.
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for 2019/20 are more favourable resting on the likely increase in
production. The forecast supply upturn is expected to enable a
build-up in stocks for both households and national strategic
reserves, while import requirements are foreseen to fall and
remain at below average levels.

Reduced supplies in 2018/19 push up maize
prices

Prices of maize increased steeply since the last quarter of 2018,
with seasonal trends exacerbated by a tighter-than-normal supply
situation. As a result, prices of maize in January 2019 were more
than one-third above their year-earlier levels and, for example, in
the northern city of Mzuzu they had doubled. In the southern
districts, the recent impact of the floods could result in temporary
price spikes, due to disruptions to the food supply chain.

Looking further ahead, if the above average production in 2019
occurs, maize prices are expected to come under downward
pressure in 2019 following the main harvest that is expected to
begin in late April.

Floods aggravate food insecurity in south

An estimated 3.3 million people were assessed to be in need of
food assistance until the start of the main harvest in April. The
most food insecure districts are in the south, reflecting the impact
of production shortfalls in 2018. As a result, many households
depleted their food supplies from own-production earlier than
normal, compelling households to access market supplies
prematurely.

Moreover, the recent floods in the southern region, which have
affected over 900 000 people, have further compounded the
situation. Losses of food supplies, damages to the soon-to-be
harvested 2019 crops and reduced access to markets, are likely
to aggravate food security conditions. Heavy rainfall, forecast for
much of the second dekad of March, could increase the risk of
further flooding, potentially resulting in larger crop losses and
interruptions to humanitarian operations.

In the central and northern districts, the forecast increase in
cereal production is expected to foster improvements in food
security in 2019 compared to the previous year.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT CrOp calendar ("major fOOdCfOp)
x Cereal production in 2018 expectedto  decline to bl
L Maize* aaE ap
below -average level of around 3 million tonnes =
mostly reflecting unfavourable rains Rice SIS feg
X Maizg prices rise seasona!ly at start of 2018, but Sorghum T =
remain ed below year -earlier levels on account of
overall improved supply situation Wheat -
x Food security expected to worsen later in the year in JFMAMIIASOND
specific areas affected by dry weather conditions Soving D
Growing D
Production of maize forecast to fall  in 2018 | Haneesting SO NN )
Harvesting of the main 2018 season cereal crops is expected to
commence in late April and the current prospects indicate that s Y\
production is expected to decline to a below-average level this Malawi - Vegetation Condition Index (VCI)
year. The 2018 production outlook mostly reflects poor seasonal February 2018

rains between October 2017 and January 2018 in central and
southern districts, with a prolonged dry period in January.

While mostly beneficial weather was observed in the North
Region, which contributes to about one-third of the national
maize output (the main food staple), rains in the Centre and
South regions were unevenly distributed temporally, although
cumulative levels were near average. These conditions caused
moisture stress and resulted in crop wilting, in some cases
permanently, lowering yield potentials. Since February, however,
rainfall distribution has improved, benefitting the late-planted

crops, although heavy rainfall had also triggered localized Vel
flooding. B <o
B o1s.028
In addition to the generally poor rains, the infestation of Fall - 028030
. . 035-045
Armyworm (FAW) is also expected to cause some production AT,
losses although the response to FAW infestations was generally B oss.0ss
adequate. Estimates from the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation Bl oss5.075
and Water Development in early March indicate that close to Ml o7s-08s
292 000 hectares of maize, millet and sorghum were affected. Bl o
A - missing
Although weather forecasts indicate a likely continuation of . J

above-average precipitation until May, the 2018 maize production

is forecast to be around 3 million tonnes, with a decline between

10 and 15 percent compared to the 2017 output, mainly reflecting
the earlier dry spells. The anticipated decline would result in a
below average harvest. Results from WKH *RYHUQdMmHQW
assessment are anticipated to be available in May/June.
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Import needs forecast to rise in 2018/19 Malawi

Based on an expected reduction in the 2018 maize output, import Cereal production

requirements are forecast to rise to near-average levels of about 20122016 2017 change

130 000 tonnes in the 2018/19 marketing year (April/March), with | average 2016 estimate BRIELES

higher stocks curbing larger import needs. As of early 2018, the st el

Governme QWITV PDL]JH VWRFN ZaD shddé/alerdgy® W E | Maize 3278 2369 3464 46

approximately 200 000 tonnes. Rice (paddy) 13 87 121 39
Sorghum 75 50 90 80
Others 35 21 36 71

In the nearly complete 2017/18 marketing year (April/March), e = e =

cereal supply conditions are significantly better than the previous :
year, primarily reflecting the above-average 2017 maize output of SN pesceniage e calcttuc feoin Sraclcep s,

Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
\

3.5 million tonnes. Larger harvests were also registered for millet, -
rice and sorghum, contributing to an overall cereal production of
3.7 million tonnes, 6 percent higher than the previous five-year

average (2012-2016). As a result, imports of maize were minimal Malawi
in 2017/18 and well below the above-average quantities imported Retail maize prices
in the previous marketing year. Kwacha per Kg
300
Prices of maize rise seasonally , but remained . o R
significantly lower on a yearly basis A T 72N
Following a sharp fall at the beginning of 2017, prices of maize \\\/’
remained generally stable throughout the whole year and =0
strengthened seasonally in early 2018. On account of the overall =
favourable supply situation, prices of maize in most markets are -
generally down on a yearly basis. Although the lower prices are
expected to benefit net-consuming households, the reduced
levels are likely to cause a drop in income levels for farming et Wi Wiy Il Sep, None= lan: We- Wy~ Il - Ses Now Jaa
households. 6 16 16 16 16 16 17 17 w7 17 17 17 18
i i . — Mzuzu, Kg
Food security expected to worsen in 2018 in — Lilongwe, Kg
areas affected by poor rains — Yanje, ig

Source: Minestry of Agriculture and Food Securty

The current food security conditions are mostly stable on account \
of the generally good food supplies and lower cereal prices as

well as in consideration of the new supplies from the imminent

2018 harvest. According to an updated IPC analysis in

November 2017, an estimated 1.04 million people require
humanitarian assistance between January and March, down from

an estimated 6.7 million in the first quarter of 2017. Assistance is
expected to be provided to about 836 000 people until the end of
March 2018, mostly in the form of cash transfers.

Food security conditions are anticipated to worsen later in 2018
due to the foreseen below average harvest. However, above
average stocks are expected to partially offset the impact of a
lower output, helping to stabilize cereal supplies and avert a more
pronounced deterioration in the food security.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Reference Date: 07-November -2017 Malawi
x Planting of 2018 cereal crops underway Maize* gnmrmn ap
x Cereal production in 2017 rebounded strongly, “ [
mostly resulting from beneficial weather conditions Rice S B
X Maize price s well b_elovy year -earlier levels, reflecting Sorghum ST o
favourable supply situation
x Food security situation improve  d significantly, with Wheat - 00
food insecure numbers falling by 87 percent on ) F MR MFFRSOND
yearly basis Soving D
Growing D
Planting of 2018 crops underway vt SOUCRIROIN |
Land preparation for, and planting of, the 2018 cereal crops is
underway, with light rains recorded in localized parts of Central ( N
and Southern regions in October. Weather forecasts point to a Malawi

slightly higher probability of below-normal rains until early next
year; however, this does not directly imply insufficient rainfall for
normal crop development, as average rainfall volumes for the 20122016 2017 change
season are higher than the water requirements for the maize e 20 e

Cereal production

crop. The Government will continue with the implementation of Sk e e
the Farm Input Subsidy Programme (FISP) in the 2017/18 Maize 3278 2369 3464 46
FURSSLQJ VHDVRQ ZLWK WKH REMHFWLY 2:;{1';‘,:"” e R, a4 =
agricultural inputs. As part of the FISP, the Government has Others 35 2 36 7
raised the value of maize seed vouchers to MWK 6 000, up from Total 2501 2528 3711 P

MWK 3 000 in 20186, in efforts to further augment access to
Mate: percentage change cakculated from unounded data,

improved seed varieties. Saurce: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
. J
Cereal production increased to an above - - ~
average level in 2017 Malawi
The 2017 maize output is officially estimated at approximately Retail prices of maize
3.5 million tonnes, 46 percent up on a yearly basis compared to Kwacha per Kg
the drought-reduced 2016 output and 6 percent higher compared %
to the previous five-year average. Production gains are also

estimated for millet, rice and sorghum, contributing to an overall 20
above-average cereal output of 3.7 million tonnes in 2017.
m

The increase is mainly reflective of beneficial weather conditions,

despite poor rains at the start of the season and generally good »

availability of inputs. However, weather shocks (dry spells) and l

Fall Armyworm infestations have caused some localized damage. i

Regarding cash crops, cotton production is estimated to have Aug Oct Dec Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec Feb Apr hin Aug
declined by 6 percent to about 30 000 tonnes, reflecting a Woile dve 162706 161 16 6: PR i IR
decrease in plantings as farmers switched to alternative crops. e Nationall Avesage; Malze, K

Similarly, tobacco production is estimated to be down compared S M O Rl i R S

to the previous year. \ J
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Import requirements fall on account of larger
domestic output

As a result of the larger domestic output in 2017, imports of
maize are expected at only minimal levels in the 2017/18
marketing year (April/March). In the previous marketing year, to
compensate for both the reduced 2016 output (34 percent below
the five-year average) and the significantly depleted stocks
(household and public reserves), maize imports were estimated
at about 350 000 tonnes, compared to an average figure of

45 000 tonnes.

In late October 2017, reflecting the larger output and improved
supply situation, the Government lifted the two-year ban on
maize exports, which was implemented in an effort to stem the
impact of tight domestic supplies following a dry weather-affected
production in 2016.

Rice imports are also forecast to fall slightly, as the increase in
paddy production will satisfy a larger proportion of the domestic
consumption needs.

Maize prices decline steeply to below year -
earlier levels

The favourable supply situation triggered a steep decline in
maize prices between March and May 2017, pushing prices well
below their year earlier levels. As of August 2017, the national
average maize price, at MWK 105 per kg, was 53 percent down
on a yearly basis. The Agricultural Development Corporation
(ADMARC), a Government parastatal, is selling maize at

MWK 250, more than double the national average retail price.

The fall in maize prices and other food items were the main
drivers behind a sharp slowdown in the national inflation rate. In
August 2017, the annual rate was estimated at 9 percent, falling
into single digits for the first time since 2011.

Food security conditions improve d
significantly in 2017/18

Food security conditions improved significantly this year on

account of the increased cereal output and lower cereal prices

that improved food access. However, the reduced cash crop
production is likely to have constrained income opportunities for
some farming households, curbing the positive impacts of lower
food prices. Below-average 2017 cereal harvests in some

southern districts are expected to stress food security conditions
DV KRXVHKROGVY IRR G axhdstetlaarlleihahl E Ht
usual.

Overall, according to the results from the 2017 Malawi
9XOQHUDELOLW\ $VVHVVPHQW &RPPLWWLH
about 835 000 people are estimated to be food insecure in

2017/18, compared to 6.7 million who required food assistance in
2016/17.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

x Cereal production in 2017 is estimated at an above -
average level following beneficial weather conditions
Imports of maize and rice expected to decline in
2017/18 due to the larger domestic output
Prices of maize and rice decline d reflecting the
favourable supply outlook and harvest pressure
Food security situation  expected to improve in
2017/18 due to the increased cereal output and lower
prices

X

Beneficial weather boost s cereal production in
2017

Harvesting of the 2017 cereal crop is nearly complete. Owing to
generally favourable weather conditions during the 2016/17
summer cropping season (October-July), the maize output is
officially estimated at an above-average level of nearly 3.5 million
tonnes. At this level, maize production in 2017 is about 46
percent up on a yearly basis. Production gains are also
anticipated for sorghum and rice, and these increases are
forecast to contribute to an overall average cereal output of 3.7
million tonnes in 2017.

7TKH FRQWLQXDWLRQ RI WKH *RYHUQPHQYV
provides subsidised agricultural inputs including fertilizers, also
VXSSRUWHG pyvddlcvon gadhUHpWever, in localised
pockets, dry spells in northern and southern areas, flood damage
and an outbreak of fall armyworm (a new invasive species), are
expected to have constrained yields in the affected areas. More
information will be available following the release of the
*RYHUQPHQWTV YXOQHU bxpécted wheDVVHVYV
published in July.

Regarding cash crops, tobacco production is forecast to fall
reflecting lower prices in 2016 that induced farmers to reduce
plantings in 2017, while a moderate increase in cotton production
is foreseen.

Import needs decline on account of the larger
harvest

As a result of the larger domestic output, imports of maize are
expected at only minimal levels in the 2017/18 marketing year
(April/March). Similarly, rice imports are forecast to fall
moderately, as the increase in paddy production will satisfy a

f N

Malawi

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize* aaEmn . | ap

Rice Sy [e2=]

Sorghum it (=]

Wheat - 4
JEMAMIJ J ASOND

Soving D

Growing D

Harvesting Source: FAQ/GIEWS
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Malawi - Agricultural Stress Index (ASI)’
from start of season 1 to dekad 3, April 2017
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larger proportion of the domestic consumption needs. In the ( R
previous marketing year, to compensate for both the reduced Malawi
2016 output (34 percent below the five-year average) and the
significantly depleted stocks (household and public reserves),

maize imports exceeded 0.5 million tonnes, a well above-average

| Cereal production

2012-2016 2017 change
average 2016  forecast 2017/2016

level. | 000 tonnes percent
. | Maize 3278 | 2369 3464 6

Cereal prices fall on favourable supply | Rice (paddy) 13 8 120 38
i+ | Sorghum 75 50 90 a0
conditions Others 35 21 36 71
Reflecting expectations of larger domestic maize supplies as well | Total 3501 2528 3710 a7

as harvest pressure, maize grain prices fe;ll stegply between | i i i alalated Koo o ks,
March and May; the national average maize price was 15 percent | source: FAQIGIEWS Courtry Cereal Balance Shests
down on an annual basis. Rice prices also declined in recent -

months to similar levels of a year earlier. These decreases -

contributed to pushing down the annual inflation rate to 12.3

percent in May compared with 21.5 percent in the corresponding Mal_awl' )
month of 2016. Retail prices of maize
Kwacha per Kg

%0

Food security conditions expected to improve
in 2017 follow ing sharp deterioration in 2016 S

Overall food security conditions are expected to improve this year
on account of the improved supply situation that will help to
DXJPHQW KR XV HK&Odedslifiny serBar plives that will
improve food access. However, lower tobacco production and
reduced crop prices may constrain income opportunities for some
farming households, partly offsetting the benefits of lower retail
food prices.

LT T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
May Ml Sep Nov Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May

. T 15 5 15 15 18 16 16 & 16 16 17 17 17

Results from the 2017 Malawi Vulnerability Assessment : 5 0 ' 5

&RPPLWWHHYfV 09 $ & afe ydt\fd:b@ DélaWeld,Fb(u it is — National Average, Maize, Kg
anticipated that the number of food insecure will be significantly Source: Miristry of Agriculture and Food Seaurity
lower than the estimated 6.7 million who required food assistance -

in 2016/17.

Disclaimer: The designations employed and the presentation of material in this
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Ref Date: 21-N -201 [ . A
eference Date ovember -2016 Malawi
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT CrOp Calendar ("major fOOdCfOp)
x Above -average rainfall conditions forecast for bl
. . . Maize* aaE ap
2016/17 cropping season, with planting underway =
X Maize supplies tight on account of drought  -reduced Rice S e
output in 2016 and d_ eple’Fed stocks_ Sorghim T =
x National average maize price remains at near -record
level Wheat - 4
x Food security situation worsens significantly in 3 F MA M ASOND
2016/17, mostly reflective of reduced 2016 cereal Soving (D
production and high food prices , with estimated Growing D
6.5 million people in need of assist ance Harvesting Source: FAO/GIEWS
Forecasts po int to enhanced chance of r ~
above -average rainfall conditions  during Malawi
2016/17 cropping season Cereal production
Localized heavy rains were received in parts of the south and 2011-2015 2016 change
centre in November, prompting farmers to commence plantings in aaige 2010 _sitimate BUEEE
those areas, while land preparation is still ongoing in northern 000 tonnes. _percent.
districts. Rainfall forecasts for the 2016/17 main summer Maize 3583 2776 2369 -15
cropping season (November-June) point to an enhanced chance Rice (paddy) 19 109 87 -20
for above-average rainfall conditions, indicating an early positive porde . A - 2
production outlook for the 2017 crops. As in previous years, the
Government is supporting farmers through the Farm Input e 3819 [ 29%9 3°8 2l
Subsidy Programme (FISP), which will benefit 900 000 farmers t:;ﬁg;ﬁ;@m;ﬁxﬁngmﬁ”“*
this season, down from 1.5 million farmers in the previous \ i J

season. The FISP has also been modified to increase private
sector participation, with farmers provided with coupons to
purchase inputs directly from private traders, while legume seeds
will also be distributed under the Programme in an effort to
diversify agricultural production.

In addition, FA2 LV VXSSRUWLQJ WKH *RYHUQP|
improve agricultural input access through input trade fairs that will
be implemented in ten districts. Currently, FAO and members of

the Agriculture Cluster have planned to support 238 000

households with agricultural inputs during the main and the
secondary (irrigated) seasons. This is in response to the impact

of the drought-reduced 2016 harvest that limited income
RSSRUWXQLWLHY DQG FRQVHTXHQWO\ DG
productive capacity, particularly regarding their access to
agricultural inputs. Although these programmes will help

ameliorate the situation, plantings for the 2016/17 cropping

season are likely to be constrained.
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Maize supplies sharply reduced following poor Malawi
harvest in 2016 Retail prices of maize

The 2016 maize production is estimated at almost 2.4 million 'ff:facm pe
tonnes, approximately 15 percent down from the reduced harvest

in 2015 and significantly lower than the previous five-year G
average. Prolonged dryness associated with the El Nifio episode

was the main reason behind the production decline and mainly
affected central and southern cropping areas. Significant
production declines were also recorded for rice, sorghum and
millet. As a result, total cereal production stands at just over
2.5 million tonnes, 34 percent below the previous five-year

average.
S B S D S S e S S S e B S S S S S S e e ¢
i i i Oct Dec Feb Apr Jun Aug Oct Dec Feb Apr Jun Aug Ot
Moreover, cash crops (mainly tobacco and cotton) production is Wo14 15 15 15 15 15 15 16 16 16 16 16

also estimated to have fallen in 2016. _ _
- National Average, Maize, Kg

Higher import needs in 2016/17 marketing year — fk S——
As a result of the reduced 2016 cereal output and significantly
depletedstoFNV KRXVHKROG DQG SXEOLF UH)
import needs in the 2016/17 marketing year (April/March) have

risen significantly to approximately 0.7 million tonnes. While

some of this volume is expected to be sourced from within the
subregion, the bulk is anticipated to be procured from outside
Southern Africa given the tight regional supply situation;

moreover, the recent maize export ban in Zambia will further
impede import opportunities. The Government allocated

MWK 35.5 billion for the procurement of maize with financial

support from international partners.

Maize prices remain at near -record levels

The national average maize grain price, following a moderate
month-on-month decline, stood at MWK 219 per kg in October. At
this level, the average price was nearly 50 percent higher than its
year-rHDUOLHU YDOXH ORVW RI WKLV \HDUY
tight supply situation and a higher reliance on imports,

compounded by the weaker currency. Furthermore, inflationary
pressure is expected to be sustained resulting from the recent
increase in fuel prices in November (petrol costs increased by

4.6 percent and diesel by 6.4 percent).

The Agriculture Development and Marketing Corporation
(ADMARC), the Government parastatal that procures and retails
grain, has begun selling maize at it depots at a price of

MWK 250 per kg.

Food security worsen s significantly in 2016

As a result of the poor agricultural performance and high food
prices, the number of food insecure who require emergency
assistance in 2016/17 is estimated at 6.5 million, compared to the
2.84 million people categorized as food insecure in the previous
year, according to the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment
&RPPLWWHHTV 09%$& DQQXDO HYDOXDWL
districts are in the south and correspond to the areas that were
most affected by the El Nifio-induced dry conditions. In July, the
Government released the Food Insecurity Response Plan to be
implemented until March 2017, normally the end of the lean
season. Under this programme, food assistance, through in-kind
distributions, cash or vouchers, or a combination of these
modalities, will be provided to the most food insecure in 24 of the

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



most affected districts identified by MVAC. Approximately
260 000 tonnes of cereals are required for the response plan.
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Ref Date: 22- -201 [ .
eference Date September -2016 Malawi
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT CrOp Calendar (*major fOOdCfOp)
X Maize production declines in 2016 due to prolonged -
Maize* a0 aw
and severe dryness =
X National average maize price rebounds after Rice S e
seasonal declines Sorghim T =
X Food security situation in  2016/17 worsens
significan tly, mostly due to reduced 2016 cereal Wheat x F.A— ‘A
production, with estimated 6.5 million people in need s Mok SON-P
of assistance Sowing D
Growing D
Tighter maize supplies following sharply ot SRR
reduced harvestin 2016
-
The main maize harvest was completed in July, with the minor Malawi
winter irrigated crop to be harvested at the end of the year. The
latest official estimate for maize production in 2016 stands at Cereal production
almost 2.4 million tonnes, about 15 percent lower than the 2011-2015 2016 | change
reduced harvest in 2015 and significantly down on the previous average 2015 estimate 2016/2015
five-year average. The delayed onset of seasonal rains and ' 000 tonnes. percent
El Nifio-induced dryness throughout most of the cropping season, Malze 3583 2776 2369 15
particularly impacting the southern and central areas, were the Rice (paddy) 19 109 87 -20
main drivers behind WKLV \H D U {hartest.@Nore Fa@urable Sorghum 79 79 50 -37
conditions in northern districts resulted in near-average outputs in Sk = = = =
Total 3819 2999 2525 -16

these areas and prevented a further reduction at the national
level. Significant production declines were also recorded for rice,
sorghum and millet, while the 2016 wheat crop is also estimated
to have decreased.

Total cereal production is estimated at just over 2.5 million
tonnes, 16 percent down on last year and 34 percent below the
previous five-year average.

Moreover, cash crop (mainly tobacco and cotton) production is
also estimated to have fallen in 2016.

Maize import s forecast rise significantly in
2016/17

As a result of the reduced 2016 cereal output and low carryover
stocks, the country is expected to significantly increase imports in
the 2016/17 marketing year (April/March). Imports of maize are
forecast at over 0.5 million tonnes and, while some quantities are
expected to be sourced from within the region, the bulk is
anticipated to be procured from outside Southern Africa given the
tight regional supply situation. In addition, although there is a
strong preference for the consumption of white maize, the
relatively low availability on the international market compared to

MNaote: percentage change cakculsted from unrounded data,
L Source: FAMOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

Malawi
Retail prices of maize
Kwacha per Kg

%0

10

0 | FU SR V0 T BRAE ERR BRAT R S SR R ET-T7, e PASa K2 |
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4 14 14 15 15 15 15 15 15 1% 16 % 16

- National Average, Maize, Kg

Source: Mirestry of Agrculture and Food Security
.
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yellow maize may result in the importation of yellow maize for
human consumption.

Maize prices rebound following seasona |
decreases

The national average maize grain price remained firm in August,
following a two-month increase. At MWK 221 per kg, the average
price was 80 percent higher than its year-earlier value. Most of

WKLV \HDUfV SULFH JDLQV VWik&ionthRdRa W k

higher reliance on imports. The weaker currency, kwacha,
compared to year-earlier values, has also added inflationary
pressure.

Food security worsen s significantly in 2016

As a result of the poor agricultural performance and high food
prices, the number of food insecure in 2016/17 has increased to
6.5 million, up from an estimated 2.84 million people in the
previous year, according to the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment
Committee T MVAC) annual evaluation. The most affected
districts are in the south and correspond to the areas that were
most affected by the El Nifio-induced dry conditions. In July, the
Government released the Food Insecurity Response Plan to be
implemented until March 2017, normally the end of the lean
season. Under this programme, food assistance, through in-kind
distributions, cash or vouchers, or a combination of these
modalities, will be provided to the most food insecure in 24 of the
most affected districts identified by MVAC. Approximately

260 000 tonnes of cereals are required for the response plan. In
addition, an estimated 1.85 million people are expected to
receive agricultural support, including the provision of crop and
livestock inputs.

e 2T global information and early warning system o

n food and agriculture



\\v/ Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations

GIEWS Country Brief

Malawi
Reference Date: 04-July -2016 [ . R
y Malawi
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT CrOp Calendar (*major fOOdCfOp)

X Maize production decrease s sharply in 2016 due to = pr— a»
prolonged and severe dryness Naize -

x National average maize price fell seasonally from Rice S B
record high in February , but remains at a n elevated Sorghum A= =
level

X Food security situation in 2016/17  worsens Wheat X mj . e e
significantly, mostly due to reduced 2016 cereal
production, with an estimated 6.5 million people in Sowing D
need of assistance Growing D

Harvesting Source: FAQ/GIEWS
Maize production in 2016 estimated at sharply
reduced level f 3 )
With the 2016 main season cereal harvest virtually complete, the Malawi
maize output is estimated at about 2.4 million tonnes, based on Cereal production
WKH *RYHU Q P IrbQnd/ §s¥essnkehtUTais level is 2011-2015 2016 | change
fractionally below the second round assessment §V H 'V Wahd D W average 2015 _estimate 2016/2015
about 15 percent lower than the below-average production of I 000 tonnes percent
2015. The delayed onset of seasonal _rains and El Niﬁ_o-induced Maize 3583 2776 2369 15
dryness throughout most of the cropping season, particularly Rice (paddy) 119 109 87 20
impacting the southern and central areas, are the main drivers Sorghum 79 79 50 -37
behind the year-on-year production decline. More favourable S = = = e
conditions in northern districts resulted in near-average output in Total 3819 | 2999 2525 J16
these areas and prevented a further reduction at the national Mate: percentage change cakulated from unrounded data,
level. Significant production declines were also recorded for rice, Nessoinbmiceinthing il irescon i )
sorghum and millet, while the 2016 wheat crop, to be harvested
from July, is also anticipated to fall. [ 3 b
Malawi
Total cereal production is estimated at 2.5 million tonnes, about Retail prices of maize
16 percent down on last year and 34 percent below the previous Kiwacha per Kg
five-year average. -
Cash crop (mainly tobacco and cotton) production is also 20

estimated to have fallen in 2016.
o

Maize import requirements significantly higher
in 2016/17

As a result of the reduced 2016 cereal output and low carryover
stocks, the country is expected to significantly increase imports in
the 2016/17 marketing year (April/March). Imports of maize are Wil SepNove Jan- Blar May- Ul Sep Now. le Bhar: Rwe
forecast to be over 0.65 million tonnes and, while some quantities M 14 14 14 15 15 15 15 15 15 16 16 16
are expected to be sourced from within the region, the bulk is e NN Aveacpi MR K

anticipated to be procured from outside southern Africa given the , : L A

tight regional supply situation. In addition, although there is a il s—— )

20

20 b
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strong preference for the consumption of white maize, the
relatively low availability on the international market compared to
yellow maize may result in the importation of yellow maize for
human consumption.

Maize prices fall seasonally, but still remain at
high levels

The national average maize price reached a record high in
February 2016, with 1 kg of maize costing MWK 242. Shortly
afterwards, prices decreased seasonally with the early 2016
harvest alleviating supply pressure. In May, the national average
price fell by 30 percent from the record of February to MWK 173
per kg, but still remained 56 percent up on its year earlier value.
The drought-reduced 2016 cereal output and overall tight supply
situation, both in the country and the subregion, are the main
drivers behind the elevated price levels.

Food security worsen s significantly in 2016

As a result of the poor agricultural performance and high food
prices, the number of food insecure in 2016/17 has increased to
6.5 million, up from the revised estimate of 2.84 million people in
the previous year. The most affected districts are in the south and
correspond to the areas that were most affected by the

El Nifio-induced dry conditions. Approximately 375 000 tonnes of
maize are required to assist the most affected food insecure
population.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture
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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

X Below -average rains expected to result inred uced 2016
maize crop, with larger production declines forecast in
southern districts

x National average maize price a t record high level in
February 2016, reflecting tighter market supplies  and poor
2016 production prospects

X Food security situation in 2016/17 expected to worsen due
to high food prices and expected lower cereal output

Reduced seasonal rains expected to  result in
production decrease for 2016 crops

Harvesting of the 2016 cereal crops is expected to begin in late April.
Preliminary indications point to a lower cereal output in 2016, largely
attributed to erratic rains since the start of the 2015/16 cropping
season (October/June) that are associated with the prevailing, but
currently weakening, El Nifio episode. The southern districts, which
account for a comparatively small amount of national cereal output,
and parts of the Central Region have been the most affected by the
unfavourable weather. Below-average vegetation conditions in these
areas indicate an increased likelihood of reduced yields. Furthermore,
the delayed start of seasonal rains and subsequently reduced volumes
are expected to result in a contraction in the area harvested compared
to the previous year, further weighing down production expectations in
2016. Crop conditions are more favourable in northern districts and
harvests in these areas may somewhat compensate for lower harvests
in the south and centre. Overall, early forecasts point to a
below-average national maize crop of about 2.7 million tonnes in 2016,
slightly below the 2015 output.

For cash crops, tobacco production is anticipated to rise marginally
from the reduced level of 2015, while by contrast, production of cotton
is forecast to decline sharply in 2016.

Tighter supplies in 2015/16 marketing year

The 2015 maize output was estimated at 2.8 million tonnes, 30 percent
lower than the record 2014 harvest. The decrease reflects severe dry
periods that resulted in a drop in average yields by about one-fifth
compared to the high level of 2014, and the impact of floods. The Post
Disaster Needs Assessment Report of March 2015 estimates that the
floods resulted in USD 13.6 million of losses to the agriculture sector,
including the damage to infrastructure. Overall, 2015 cereal production
was estimated at a below-average level of 3 million tonnes, nearly
one-third lower than the record 2014 harvest.

On account of the lower 2015 cereal harvest, both national and
household stocks are estimated to be sharply reduced in the
nearly-concluded 2015/16 marketing year (April/March), with Malawi
importing about 100 000 tonnes of maize from Zambia to boost
national supplies.

| Malawi

| Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

| Harvesting Source: FAQ/GIEWS

Maize* ap
| Rice SUEEEE g5
Sorghum =i} it v @
| Wheat @ ===
J FMAMIJ J ASOND
| Sowing =
Growing S

s

Malawi - Vegetation Condition Index (VCl)
February 2016

N

vCl
. o
Bl oi1s.028
B o025.0235
035-045
045-055
B o053.065
Bl oe5.078
B o75-085
. -oss
- missing
-
Malawi
Cereal production
2010-2014 2015 change
average 2014  estimate 2015/2014
000 tonnes percent
| Maize 3711 3978 2776 -30
| Rice (paddy) 119 132 109 -17
' Sorghum 74 93 79 -15
| Others 36 43 35 -19
| Total 3941 4246 2999 -29

Mote: percentage change cakulsted from unounded data,
L‘:OUICL‘Z FAMOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
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Maize prices increase d sharply, reaching new
record levels in 2016

The national average maize price rose steeply at the start of 2016,
reaching a new record level in February 2016. At MWK 241 per kg,
maize grain prices were more than double their year-earlier value. The
main drivers behind the elevated level are the tight supply situation and
poor 2016 production prospects, while the depreciation of the currency
contributed to exacerbating the upward trend.

Food security conditions expected to worsen

Currently, an estimated 2.84 million people require food assistance in
25 districts, up from 640 000 persons estimated in 2014/15. The
current food insecurity situation is a result of the overall decrease in
food production in 2015 and the impact of the floods. Humanitarian
assistance is being provided to the food insecure population and is
expected to continue until the end of March 2016.

Although the arrival of new supplies from the 2016 harvest will assist in
improving the situation in the immediate period, overall food security
conditions are expected to deteriorate in 2016/17, reflecting an
expected second consecutive below-average cereal harvest in 2016,
and high food prices.

Malawi
Retail prices of maize

Kwacha per Kg
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- National Average, Maize, Kg

Source: Minestry of Agrculture and Food Security
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| Malawi
FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT | Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)
X Below -average rains since start of 2015/16 cropping Maize* a»
season in central and southern districts adversely impact .
early crop development, but conditions in north are Rice e
generally satisfactory Sorghum =
X Maize production in 2015 declined sharply to a below - ,
average level | Wheat K
X National average maize price at record high level in M MosF -0 e
December 2015, reflecting tighter market supplies | Soving D
X Tight food security situation in 2015/16 due to reduced |Growing D .
2015 crop production as a result of flood damage and [ o=t SOUREFVVEIEWS
prolonged dry spells '

Suppressed rains at start of 2015/16 cropping Malawi -Vegetgt'i?:]l]i_eal_th'zlggex (VHI)
season adversely impact crop conditions in centre IR R ap
and south

Planting of the 2016 cereal crops concluded in December, under
generally satisfactory conditions in northern districts, while drier
conditions in the Central and Southern regions resulted in delayed
plantings and adversely impacted early crop growth. Harvesting of the
cereal crops is expected to commence in May.

The erratic rains since the start of the 2015/16 cropping season

(October/June) are associated with the prevailing strong El Nifio VHI
episode. Reports indicate that some districts in the south and centre . o -
have already experienced localized crop wilting due to the dryness, !] 2;2;2
while the severe moisture deficits have also prevented planting from B 095045
taking place in localized areas of the Southern Region. Although 0.45-0.55
Malawi is normally less affected by the impact of El Nifio compared to B oss.065
neighbouring countries to the south, rainfall forecasts point to below- Bl oss-075
average rains in central and southern parts until the start of the Bl 075085
harvesting period, resulting in unfavourable production prospects with B -oss
negative implications for food security. . s
- cloud
Following the sharp decrease in the 2015 cereal output, a joint B o
Government/UN Humanitarian National Response Plan was initiated in
2015, with components focusing on agriculture and food security.
Support to the agriculture sector included input assistance and Malawi
investment in irrigation infrastructure. As of November 2015, 231 000
households in 23 districts were identified to receive support, however, Cereal production
a lack of funding has impeded the implementation of some activities 2010-2014 2015 change
supporting the livestock sector. ‘ average 2014 estimate 2015/2014
000 tonnes percent
Tighter supplies in 2015/16 marketing year - R R 2
The 2015 maize output was estimated at 2.9 million tonnes, 27 percent S:)Creglﬁlam ’ 74 92 85 8
lower than the record 2014 harvest. The decrease reflects severe dry | Others 36 43 38 -12
periods that resulted in a drop in average yields by about one-fifth | Total 3,931 4195 3120 26
compared to the high level of 2014. In addition flooding, which mostly | o e it Masoarveinted b,
affected the southern districts of Mulanje, Nsanje, Mangochi and | Source: FAQVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

Chikwawa, destroyed 89 100 hectares of cropped land and resulted in
the loss of 195 032 animals. The Post Disaster Needs Assessment

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



Report from March 2015, estimates that the floods resulted in

USD 13.6 million of losses to the agriculture sector, including the
damage to infrastructure. Overall, 2015 cereal production is estimated
at a below-average level of 3.1 million tonnes, about one-quarter lower
than the record 2014 harvest.

On account of the lower 2015 cereal harvest, both national and
household stocks are estimated to be sharply reduced in the 2015/16
marketing year, with Malawi importing about 90 000 tonnes of maize
from Zambia to boost national supplies.

Maize price at record level in Decem ber 2015

The national average maize price reached a record level in

December 2015, and at MWK 150 per kg was nearly double its year
earlier value. The main driver behind the elevated level is the tight
supply situation, while the depreciation of the currency during 2015
contributed to exacerbating the upward trend. The highest prices in
December were recorded in the Southern Region, up to MWK 190 per
kg, while lower prices were observed in northern markets.

Large number of food insecure in southern
district s

Currently, an estimated 2.84 million people require food assistance in
25 districts, up from 640 000 persons in the previous year. The current
food insecurity situation is a result of the overall decrease in food
production in 2015 and the impact of the floods earlier in the year,
which prompted the Government to declare a state of national disaster.
About 0.89 million of the total number of food insecure were affected
by the floods, while 1.95 million suffered from the dry spell that
reduced their harvests. Food assistance programmes are being
implemented, through both in-kind support and cash-based schemes.
However, funding gaps for the Humanitarian National Response Plan
may result in curtailed operations from February.

Although the country tends to be less affected by El Nifio weather
patterns, the early erratic rainfall in parts of the centre and south,
combined with forecasts of below-average rains in southern parts, may
result in a second consecutive reduced harvest, further aggravating
food security.

Malawi

Retail prices of maize

Kwacha per Kg
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Reference Date: 06-August -2015

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

X Production of maize in 2015 declined sharply to below -
average level, as a result of extended dry period, as well
as flooding in southern parts of the country

x National average maize price in July above its year
level, reflecting tighter market supplies

X Steep increase in number of people requiring food
assistance in 2015/16 due to reduced supplies and flood
damage

-earlier

Cereal production decreases sharply in 20 15

Harvesting of the 2015 maize crop, representing over 90 percent of the
total national cereal output, was completed in June and production , is
estimated at about 2.9 million tonnes, 27 percent lower than the record
2014 harvest. The sharp decrease follows an extended period of dry
weather which affected crops during a critical development stage in the
first quarter of 2015, which caused a drop in yields by about one-fifth
compared to the high level of 2014. In addition, severe flooding, mainly
impacting southern districts of Mulanje, Nsanje, Mangochi and
Chikwawa, caused widespread crop losses, in total destroying

89 100 hectares of cropped land and resulting in the loss of

195 032 animals. The Post Disaster Needs Assessment report from
March 2015, estimates that the floods resulted in USD 13.6 million of
losses to the agriculture sector, including the damage to infrastructure.

Production of other cereals also decreased. Sorghum and millet
declined by 8 and 12 percent, respectively, while the rice output is
estimated 8 percent lower than the above-average level of 2014
Overall, cereal production is estimated at a below-average level of
3.1 million tonnes, one-quarter lower than the record 2014 harvest.
7KLV \H Dpufiythe Xwest since 2008.

Production of cotton, a main cash crop, fell by 31 percent. By contrast,
small increases were registered for pulses, pigeon peas and beans.

In consideration of the presence of an El Nifio weather phenomenon,
which is historically associated with reduced rainfall levels compared to
the average in Malawi, the possibility of a subsequent poor 2015/16
cropping season (October-June), is elevated. GIEWS will continue to
monitor climate forecasts and weather conditions for the forthcoming
season.

Increasing maize prices p ersist throughout 2015

The national average maize price has been increasing since late 2014,
including during the harvest period (April and June) when prices tend
to decline, reflecting the reduced 2015 output and the impact of floods
that disrupted trade flows and consequently decreased market
supplies. The national average maize price in July was 54 percent
higher than its year earlier level.

Sharp deterioration in food security conditions in

' Malawi

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

“

Maize* anEEED aap
Rice SN g5
Sorghum i = v @
Wheat SR
J FMAMI] J ASOND
| Sowing =
| Growing D
| Harvesting Source; FAO/GIEWS
Malawi
Cereal production
2010-2014 2015 change
_average 2014 _ estimate 2015/2014
000 tonnes percent
Maize 3,701 3,929 2877 -27
Rice (paddy) 19 131 120 -8
Sorghum 74 92 as -8
Others 36 43 38 -12
Total 3931 4195 3120 -26
MNote: percentage change cakculsted from unrounded data,
Source: FAMOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
Malawi
Retail prices of maize
Kwacha per Kg
‘:'1ﬁl'ITI‘I'I‘I'11I'1'T'1'T
lul Sep Nov Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov lan Mar May Ml
13 13 13 W 14 14 14 14 14 15 15 15 15

- National Average, Kg

Source: Minestry of Agrculture and Food Security
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As a result of the overall decrease in food production and the impact of
the floods earlier in the year, which prompted the Government to
declare a state of national disaster, the Malawi Vulnerability
Assessment Committee (MVAC) reports that about 2.8 million people
will require food assistance for a period of three to six months from
October 2015 to March 2016 (the main lean period). This is a
significant increase from last year, when an estimated

640 000 persons were assessed to be food insecure. The maize
tonnage required to support the food insecure population is estimated
at 124 183 tonnes.

About 886 000 of the total number of food insecure were affected by
the floods, while 1.95 million suffered from the dry spell that reduced
their harvests. In total, 25 districts, mainly in the south were impacted,
with Balaka, Chikwawa, Mangochi, Mzimba and Zomba the main
affected districts.

Furthermore, the higher maize prices are expected to constrain access
and further exacerbate the already poor food insecurity conditions.

e 2T global infor mation and early warning system on food and agriculture
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Reference Date: 18-May-2015

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

X Heavy rains and floods in southern parts of the country
result ed in crop losses

x National average maize prices remain stable due to good
harvest in 2014

X Emergency food assistance is being provided to flood -
affected households

Poor prospects for current crops, following floods,
prolonged dry spells and early cessation of rainfall

Harvesting of the 2015 maize crop started in late April/May and is
expected to be completed by June.

A reduced output is expected following erratic weather. Heavy rainfall
in January 2015, which led to widespread flooding in the south and
central regions, was preceded by dry conditions from October to mid-
December 2014, which delayed planting by up to one month and
hindered early crop development. As of 10 April 2015 crop estimates
indicated that production is expected to decline by about 28 percent
compared to last year. However, in areas not affected by flooding, the
abundant rains have helped to diminish early seasonal water deficits
and improve maize crop conditions. Reports also indicate large-scale
livestock mortality in the flood-affected areas.

Staple food prices increased significantly due to
limited supplies

The floods disrupted trade flows and the consequent decreases in
market supplies exerted upward pressure on food prices, particularly in
the most affected southern districts. However, maize prices still remain
relatively low as a result of the overall favourable maize supply
situation due to the good harvest in 2014.

Emergency food assistance required for flood -
affected households
Food security conditions have been adversely affected by the floods in

the south, particularly the districts of Nsanje, Chikwawa and Phalombe.

A state of national disaster was declared across 15 districts, with an
estimated 1.14 million people and 63 976 hectares of cropped land
affected, and 336 000 people displaced in the worst affected districts,
as of mid-April 2015. According to the results from a recent food
security assessment, the number of flood victims who require
assistance between April and July 2015 has risen to an estimated
10.6 million people. WFP is planning to provide food assistance to
approximately 368 000 persons for up to six-and-a-half months. FAO,
together with partners, is prepared to provide agricultural inputs to the
most vulnerable affected households. There is an ongoing MVAC
market assessment in the flood-affected areas that will further
determine the mode of assistance to be adopted.

| Malawi

| Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

ASI measures the percent of
cropland affected by drought per
GAUL 2 region. he index cak ulation
is based on METOP-AVHRR data.

Maize* ap
Rice [e i)
Sorghum (]
| Wheat
JFMAMIJ J ASOND
| Sowing =
Growing S
| Harvesting Source; FAO/GIEWS
p
Malawi
Cereal production
2010-2014 2015 change
average 2014 forecast 2015/2014
000 tonnes percent
| Maize 31701 3929 2900 -26
| Rice (paddy) 19 131 120 -8
Sorghum 74 92 as -8
| Others 36 43 38 -12
| Total 3931 4195 3143 -25
‘ MNaote: percentage change cakculsted from unrounded data,
; Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
Malawi - Agricultural Stress Index (ASI)

from start of season 1 to dekad 1 May 2015

AS| (%6)
Bl <10
10-25
25-40
40-55
Bl 55-70
B o-as
B - -35

B off season
Il o data
B o season

no crop land

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture




Malawi
Retail prices of maize

Kwacha per Kg
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Reference Date: 29-January -2015 ‘ Malawi

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT
X Heavy rains in southern areas during January 2015 Maize* an=T=n a»
caused flooding, resulting in crop losses and

deterioration in food security conditions Rice FUEM=ES e
X _National average mai ze prices declined_ thrqughout 2014 Sorghum ] v v =

in response to overall improved supply situation in

2014/15 Wheat G ===

J FMAMI) J ASOND

X Floods caused sharp deterioration in food security _ s ’

conditions in southern areas, with emergency food | 5_°"‘“T9 g

assistance being provided to affected households Growing D

Harvesting Source; FAO/GIEWS

Floods, fo llowing prolonged dry spell, cause crop
losses

Consistent and heavy rains since early January 2015 have resulted in Malawi
flooding, mainly impacting the Southern region. During the first two Cereal production
dekads of January, estimates indicate that rainfall levels were more 2009-2013 2014  change
than twice the average for this period (see graph on the right). This plveiage L 2013_ estimate BSUESENES
marks a reversal of the dry conditions experienced from October to Ul 000 tonnes Bl
mid-December 2014, which delayed planting of the 2015 cereal crops, Maize 3648 3640 3929 8
to be harvested from April, by up to one month and hindered early crop Rice (paddy) 120 125 131 3
development. Preliminary estimates indicate that up to 35 000 hectares | 33" ° % o é
of cropped land have been potentially affected by the floods, impacting

Total 3869 3892 4195 a8

about 116 000 farmers. Although this represents a small portion of the
area planted at the national level, production losses will have a
significant impact on localized food supplies. However, in areas not

MNote: percentage change cakculsted from unrounded data,
Source: FAMONVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
\

affected by flooding, the abundant rains have helped to diminish early
seasonal water deficits and improved maize crop conditions. Reports

o . o Malawi - Southern Region - Crop Area
also indicate large-scale livestock mortality in the flood-affected areas. -

Range — 2014
e [T T Avg (95-12)

W
wn
(=]

Overall favourable maize supplies in 2014/15

The 2014 crop was estimated at 3.9 million tonnes, about 8 percent up
on the average 2013 harvest, on account of an expansion in the area
planted and a small increase in yields. However, some districts in the
north (Karonga), centre (Dedza and Ntcheu) and south (Balaka,
Chikwawa, Nsanje, Neno, Blantyre and Mulanje) experienced
prolonged dry spells, resulting in reduced localized outputs. Total
cereal production is estimated at about 4.2 million tonnes, nearly

300 000 tonnes (8 percent) above last year and the average of the
previous five years. Given the bumper 2014 harvest, the country is
estimated to have retained a large maize surplus.
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Maize prices remain lower than previous year
Reflecting the bumper 2014 cereal harvest, maize prices decreased

throughout most of 2014 to levels well below the previous year. In
December, at MWK 78 per kg, the national average price was about
40 percent down on its year-earlier level. The stabilization and slight
strengthening of the national currency (kwacha) since December 2014
is also expected to help ease inflationary pressure. However, the
annual national inflation rate still remained at a high level, estimated at
about 24 percent in December 2014.

The floods are expected to have disrupted trade flows. Consequent

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



decreases in market supplies may exert upward pressure on food
prices, particularly in the most affected southern districts.

Emergency food assistan ce required for flood

affected households

Food security conditions have been adversely affected by the floods in
the south, particularly the districts of Nsanje, Chikwawa and Phalombe.
The President of Malawi declared a state of national disaster across

15 districts, with an estimated 638 000 people and 35 000 hectares of
cropped land affected, and 174 000 people displaced in the worst
affected districts, as of 27 January 2015. Preliminary assessments
LQGLFDWH WKH ORVV RI GLVSODF,gilekchRiXV HK
DQG OLYHVWRFN ORVVHYVY DUH H[SHFWHG WR
availability in 2015. WFP is planning to provide food assistance to
approximately 368 000 persons for up to six-and-a-half months. FAO,
together with partners, is planning to provide agricultural inputs to the

most vulnerable affected households.

Heavy downpours are expected in the next week in southern parts of
the country, which may cause further flooding and exacerbate the

current situation.

In 2014, the Vulnerability Assessment Committee (MVAC) had
previously estimated that 640 009 persons were food insecure, a sharp
decrease compared with the 1.46 million people estimated in the
previous year. The lower number reflected the overall improved food
availability and access in 2014, following the larger maize harvest and

reduced prices.

Malawi

Retail prices of maize
Kwacha per Kg

w0
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Saurce: Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security
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Malawi

Reference Date: 06-January -2015

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

x Delayed and subsequently below -average cumulative
rains since October 2014 impeded planting of 2015 cereal
crops

x National maize supplies are favourable, follo  wing bumper
2014 harvest

x National average maize price declines throughout 2014 in
response to improved supply situation

x Overall, food security conditions improved in 2014, but
areas where production declines were recorded remain a
concern

Below -average rains delayed planting and
hindered early development of 2015 cereal crops

Delayed and overall below-average cumulative rains since the start of
the rainy season in October have adversely affected the 2015 cereal
crops, to be harvested by May. However, heavier rains in late
December helped to partially replenish soil moisture levels, particularly
in southern areas. Most areas have received less than half the average
rainfall between October and December, and as a result vegetation
conditions were below average as of late December. Reports indicate
that planting was delayed by about one month, whilst in areas where
farmers were able to plant, moisture deficits hindered early crop
development. The delayed and poor start of the 2014/15 cropping
season (October-June) is likely to shorten the season and could
restrict yield potential of the 2015 maize crop. Good rains have been
forecast for rest of January 2015.

Bumper maize output estimated in 2014

The 2014 crop was estimated at 3.9 million tonnes, about 8 percent up
on the average 2013 harvest, on account of an expansion in the area
planted and a small increase in yields. However, some districts in the
north (Karonga) and south (Balaka, Dedza, Ntcheu, Chikwawa,
Nsanje, Neno, Blantyre and Mulanje) experienced prolonged dry
spells, resulting in reduced localized outputs. Total cereal production is
estimated at about 4.2 million tonnes, nearly 300 000 tonnes

(8 percent) above last year and the average of the previous five years.
Given the bumper 2014 harvest, the country retained a large maize
surplus.

Larger maize supplies push prices down

Reflecting the bumper 2014 cereal harvest, maize prices decreased
throughout most of 2014 to levels well below the previous year. In
November, at MWK 72 per kg, the national average price was about
40 percent down on its year earlier level. The stabilization and slight
strengthening of the national currency (kwacha) since December 2014
is also expected to help ease inflationary pressure. However, the
annual national inflation rate still remained at a high level, estimated at
about 24 percent in November 2014.

Food security conditions improved in 2014

' Malawi

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize* EHEEET aap
Rice SIEEEED TED
Sorghum il = ) @

Wheat [ O
J FMAMI] J ASOND
| Sowing =
| Growing D
Harvesting Source; FAO/GIEWS
Malawi
Cereal production
2009-2013 2014 change
_average 2013 _ estimate 2014/2013
000 tonnes percent
Maize 3648 3640 3929 8
Rice (paddy) 120 125 131 5
Sorghum 68 86 92 7
Others 34 41 43 5
Total 3869 3892 4195 a8

MNote: percentage change cakculsted from unrounded data,

Source: FAMONVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
\

Malawi

Retail prices of maize

Kwacha per Kg
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An estimated 640 009 persons were assessed to be food insecure in
19 districts by the 2014 Vulnerability Assessment Committee (MVAC),
a sharp decrease compared with the 1.46 million people estimated in
the previous year. The lower number reflects improved food availability
and access in 2014, following the larger maize harvest and sharply
reduced prices. Food assistance to the affected population is being
provided in-kind and through cash transfers.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture
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Reference Date: 09-September -2014 ' Malawi

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

x Favourable national maize supplies, following bumper 2014 Maize* an=r=n ap
harvest

X Maize prices decrease sharply in response to the improved Rice I -
supply situation Sorghum S [

x Overall, food security conditions improve in 2014, but areas

where production declines were recorded remain a concern Wheat -0 o

JFMAMI] J ASOND

Improved national maize supplies following il e

bumper 2014 harveSt | Harvesting Source; FAO/GIEWS
The 2014 national maize crop, harvested between May and June, was

estimated at 3.9 million tonnes, about 8 percent up on the above- -

average 2013 harvest. In general, rainfall was favourable for cereal Malawi
production, and together with the continuation of the Farm Input
Subsidy Programme (FISP), contributed to a minor increase in average | Cereal production

yields (+6 percent to 2.3 tonnes per hectare). In addition, a small 2000-2013 2014 change
H[SDQVLRQ LQ DUHD SODQWHG DXJPHQWHG \ average 2013 estimate 2014/2013
production. 000 tonnes percent
Maize 3648 3640 3929 8

However, some districts in the north (Karonga) and south (Balaka, Rice (paddy) 120 125 131 5
Dedza, Ntcheu, Chikwawa, Nsanje, Neno, Blantyre and Mulanje) Sorghum 68 86 %2 ?

. . . R . - Others 34 41 43 5
experienced prolonged dry spells during the crucial maize grain-filling
stage between February and April, limiting yields and consequently Towl 3860 [ 38%2 4% 2
reducing production_ Maote: percentage change cakculated from unounded data,

Source: FAMONVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
\

Rice and sorghum also registered production increases of 5 and

7 percent respectively, while millet and wheat outputs are estimated to :
KDYH UHPDLQHG UHODWLYHO\ XQFKDQJHG FF Malawi

harvest. Accordingly, total cereal production is estimated at about Retail prices of maize
4.2 million tonnes, about 300 000 tonnes (8 percent) above last year Kwacha per Kg

and the average of the previous five years. *LYHQ WKLV \HDUY ..

harvest, the country is expected to retain a maize surplus of over
1 million tonnes.
In regard to cash crops, tobacco recorded a sharp 27 percent increase, 100
while by contrast there was a 16 percent decline in the cotton output

due to constrained access to inputs and the dry spell in southern

cotton growing areas.

Forecasts point to favourable rains for the 2014/15 | R —
cropping season gy fbrigide fbrayesho g v g By

Recently released rainfall forecasts for the 2014/15 cropping season

(with plantings beginning from October) indicate an increased chance

of normal to above normal rains for the October 2014-March 2015 L
period. These rainfall predictions also take into account the possibility

of an El Nifio occurrence, which is usually associated with periods of
below average rains in parts of Southern Africa; current forecasts for

an El Nifio occurrence have been downgraded from earlier estimates

and point to only a 60-65 percent probability that an episode will

transpire in the last quarter of 2014.

- National Average, Kg

Source: Minestry of Agrculture and Food Security

Prices declined sharply in response to the large
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maize harvest

Reflecting the larger maize output in 2014, the national average maize
price decreased sharply between March-June and remained
comparatively stable in two following months. At MWK 79 per kg, the
price of maize in August was nearly 32 percent below its level of a year
earlier. The stabilization of the kwacha, the national currency, following
a small appreciation against the US dollar earlier in the year, also
contributed to easing of inflationary pressure. Furthermore, the

5 percent decrease in national fuel prices, announced by the Malawi
Energy Regulatory Authority (MERA) in September, is expected to
somewhat limit upward price pressure on food products.

Improved maize availability ameli orates food
security conditions

Although the 2014 Vulnerability Assessment Committee § (MVAC)
report is yet to be released, the number of food insecure people is
expected to decrease IURP ODVW \HD U illionp¥dpl®, R
following the improved production and sharply reduced prices.
However, households in localized areas of the north (Karonga) and
south (Middle Shire) that experienced production declines, are
expected to face constrained food access requiring some assistance.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture
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Reference Date: 27-March-2014

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

February

the 2014 harvest in April

x Favourable production prospects for the 2014 maize crop;
harvest expectedtoe[FHHG WKH SUHYLRXV \HD
above-average level if good weather persists

x Prices of maize remain high, but some decrease observed in

x  Approximately 1.9 million people are estimated to be food
insecure, but conditions anticipated to improve with the start of

Above average maize harvest expected in 2014

Harvesting of the 2014 cereal crops is expected to begin in April
across most of the country. Despite a delayed start of seasonal rains in
parts of the Southern Region, the overall 2014 production outlook is
positive. Preliminary expectations point to a maize crop of between

3.7 and 3.9 million tonnes, if favourable weather persists until the end
of the harvest period in May/June. If this level is achieved, the 2014
fv DERYH DtérrhUD J
average. However, far northern areas of the country, as well as some
southern districts experienced dry-spells in March, resulting in crop
wilting. This is expected to restrict yields and dampen production in the
affected areas, though the impact at the national level may be limited.

RXWSXW ZLOO VXUSDVYV

Maize prices persist at high levels, but some

declines recorded in February

Following sharp rises at the beginning of the year, the national average
maize price decreased in February; however, increases were also
recorded in some markets but at more subdued rate. The distribution
of subsidised maize through the Agricultural Development and
Marketing Corporation (ADMARC), which is retailed at MWK 80 per kg,
nearly half the national average, and expectations of a good harvest

in 2014 contributed to curbing significant increases. Prices however,
still remain above their levels of 2013, with the national average price
about 16 percent higher than its year earlier level. Higher fuel prices,
coupled with localized production declines in 2013, as well as the
effects of a depreciated currency, contributed to pushing prices up to

their current high levels.

Food security conditions deteriorated, but

improvements expected from April

Updated results from the 2013 Vulnerability Assessment Committee § V
(MVAC) evaluation in November indicated deterioration in national

food security conditions. Approximately 1.9 million persons were
assessed to be food insecure, up 27 percent from the figure released
earlier in July, until the end of March. The largest numbers of food
insecure persons are located in the districts of Mzimba (Northern
Region) and Mangochi (Southern Region). The revised figures were
based on a continuing increase in the price of food (as well as the
generally high cost of living), as approximately 54 percent of a
KRXVHKROGYfV LQFRPH LV DOORFDWHG WR IR
conditions are anticipated to improve in the coming months, with the

start of the 2014 harvest from April.

' Malawi

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize* anEED aap
Rice T
Sorghum &
Wheat
J FMAMIJ J ASOND
| Sowing =
| Growing D
Harvesting Source; FAO/GIEWS
Malawi
Cereal production
2008-2012 2013 change
_average 2012 estimate 2013/2012
000 tonnes percent
Maize 3475 3624 3640 0
Rice (paddy) 17 m 125 13
Sorghum 63 66 86 30
Others 32 36 41 14
Total 3687 3837 3892 1

MNote: percentage change cakculsted from unrounded data,

Source: FAMOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets

Malawi
Retail prices of maize
Kwacha per Kg
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Reference Date: 10-February -2014 ‘ Malawi

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT
X A near average cereal harvest expected in 2014 Maize* aRET=D aap
x Prices of maize at record levels at the start of 2014

x Approximately 1.9 million people are estimated to be food L —_—— -
insecure, due to poor harvests and persistent high food prices Sorghum R i ) =
. .- . Wheat TSNS
Overall satisfactory crop conditions in 2014 JEMAMI) J ASOND
Harvesting of the 2014 cereal crops is expected to begin in April Sowing (@D

across most of the country. Despite a delayed start of seasonal rains in | Growing  @®

parts of the Southern Region, generally beneficial rains have been Harvesting Source: FAC/GIEWS
received across the country and crop conditions are reported to be \

satisfactory. Although planting estimates are not yet available for

the 2014 crop, expectations of a near average national maize harvest

are foreseen. However, an outbreak of armyworms in some southern Malawi
districts may result in localised production losses. According to latest Cereal production
reports, approximately 2 500 hectares of crops were affected, which :
. . 2008-2012 2013 change

represents less than 1 percent of the area under cultivation at the average 2012 estimate 201372012
national level. In response to the infestation, the government has | 000 tonnes percent
carried out spraying of fields to prevent further spreading and limit crop e T — T et

T - L Maize 3475 3624 3 640 (]
damage. In addition, seeds and fertiliser were distributed to enable Rice (paddy) 117 11 125 13
affected households to replant crops. Red locusts were also sighted in Sorghum 63 66 86 30
the southern area around Lake Chilwa and may cause damage to Others 32 36 a 14
crops in the area. Total 3687 3837 3892 1

MNote: percentage change cakculsted from unrounded data,

As in previous years, the government continued to subsidise fertilisers, | Source: FAQIGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
as well as other inputs, providing basal and top dressing at a fixed ‘

price of MWK 500 per 50 kg to approximately 1.5 million farmers. In (

addition to promoting traditional crops, such as maize, the government Malawi

targeted increased investment in irrigation and legume production, with
an aim to diversify the agricultural output and lessen the reliance of
rain-fed production. Some distribution delays were experienced and 000 tonnes
this could negatively impact yields if fertilisers were not applied in a i
timely manner.

Total cereal imports

140
Maize prices reach record highs 105 108

Maize prices continued to increase strongly at the start of 2013, e
notably in northern and central districts, where month-on-month gains
of up to 50 percent were observed. Demand from southern deficit
districts contributed to the strong price increases. However, in several
markets, mainly in the Southern Region, prices declined moderately, 0
benefiting from the sale of subsidized maize by the Agricultural Average 201213 2013/14
Development and Marketing Corporation (ADMARC). ADMARC is AN ot
releasing approximately 15 tonnes of maize per market each week, Notes: Total cereal includes rice in milled terms. Split year refers to individual crop
retailing at MWK 80 per kg, about 45 percent lower than the national ephirgth etietid :

" . . . . Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
average. The sale of subsidised maize is rationed to 10 kg per person.
Informal imports from Zambia have helped to steady local supplies in
some border districts, limiting further price gains in these markets.

Overall, prices remained well above their levels of the previous year
and have reached record highs. The national average price, at

MWK 147 per kg in January 2014, is nearly three times greater than in
corresponding period in 2013. The depreciating national currency
(kwacha), an increase in fuel prices at the end of 2013, which were

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture



subsequently revised upwards again in February 2014, coupled with

localized production declines in 2013 contributed to the high price Malawi

levels. Retail maize prices
Kwacha per Kg

Food security conditions deteriorate -

Updated results of the Vulnerability Assessment Committee  iMVAC) A /

2013 evaluation in November, point to a deterioration in national food " 73
security conditions. Currently, approximately 1.9 million persons were o AN~ 1
assessed to be food insecure, up 27 percent from the figure released ® 7~ o

earlier in July. The largest numbers of food insecure persons are 0
located in the districts of Mzimba (Northern Region) and Mangochi W
(Southern Region). The recently revised figures were based on a o
continuing increase in the price of food (as well as the generally high
cost of living) and localised production shortfalls recorded in 2013. e S B e e e e e e
09$&TV DVVHVVPHQW DV VceBfHaiZamdiIngt exesedt S 7 M Mo ol sep Mov Jan dar day ul Sep Mov Jan
MWK 200 per kg. Currently, prices have not reached that level, with

the highest price recorded in Chiradzulu district at MWK 181 per kg — Liwonde, Maize, Kg

in January. — Mzuzu, Maize, Kg
— Lilongwe, Maize, Kg

In addition, labour opportunities are reported to be reduced this year, [ e dshety et Aotafur i Food Jeouty
following lower crop sales from the 2013 season which combined with

the high maize prices resulted in a significant contraction in purchasing

power. Approximately 54 SHUFHQW Rl D KRXVHKROGTV

to food purchases. Given the current high food prices and the large

SURSRUWLRQ RI D KRXVHKROGVY EXGJHW DGQC

monitoring of the food security situation is warranted.

e 2T global information and early warning system on food and agriculture
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Malawi

Reference Date: 15-November -2013 Malawi

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

x Planting of the 2014 cereal crop is underway Maize* aap
X Maize production in 2013 is estimated at a similar level to the I
2012 harvest Rice -
x Generally firm maize prices in October 2013 following strong Sorghum @
gains in the preceding months -
x Approximately 1.46 million people are estimated to be food et )V E A Aok S SO D
insecure, due to poor harvests and persistent high food prices \
| Sowing a=
Favourable conditions foreseen  for the 2013/14 s e
A Harvesting Source; FAO/GIEWS
cropping season \
Land preparation and planting of the 2014 cereal crops commenced in -
October, under generally sporadic rainfall. However, preliminary rainfall Malawi
forecasts indicate an increased probability of normal to above normal
precipitation between November 2013 and March 2014, with a high Cereal production
possibility of heavy rains during the latter months. As in previous years, 2008-2012 2013 changs
the government will continue to subsidise fertilisers, as well as other L average 2012 estimate 2013/2012
inputs, providing basal and top dressing at a fixed price of MWK 500 | 000 tonnes ~ percent
per 50 kg. In addition to promoting traditional crops, such as maize, the | jmaize 3475 3624 3640 o
government has targeted increased investment in irrigation and Rice (paddy) nz m 125 13
legume production, with an aim to diversify the agricultural output and (5)"‘;]‘3;::‘”‘ ;’; gz 2‘]’ ?‘4’
lessen the reliance of rain-fed production.
Total 3687 3837 3892 1
Maize production estimated at above  average e PANIBNS Coty e il s
levels in 2013 ;
In 2013, the primary staple maize crop is estimated at approximately ( :
3.6 million tonnes, similar to the previous year but about 5 percent Malawi

above the average for the previous five years. Production in southern
districts recovered from the drought affected harvests of 2012.

However, in the more productive northern and central districts, maize e
outputs declined slightly from the good levels of 2012, partly off-setting

the gains registered in the south. Production of sorghum and millet

increased by 30 and 15 percent respectively over the previous season, 140

while the wheat and rice crop remain relatively unchanged. Overall, 105 108
cereal production in 2013 is estimated at approximately 3.9 million 100
tonnes.

Total cereal imports

Based on the latest crop estimates, the country has sufficient domestic
maize supplies from the 2013 harvest to cover national food

requirements, estimated at approximately 2.7 million tonnes in 2013/14 Average 2012/13 2013/14
marketing year (April/March). 2008/09-2012/13 forecast
. . MNotes: Total cereal includes nce n mulled terms, Split year refers to indmdual crop
Tobacco production increases, but cotton matketivgyears. :
. Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
declines

An expansion in tobacco plantings contributed to a larger crop in 2013,
estimated at approximately 133 000 tonnes, nearly double the level of
last year. Cotton production on the other hand, estimated at about

158 000 tonnes, is about 35 percent lower than in 2012, following a
significant contraction in plantings, partly on account of lower prices in
2012.

€1 2T global information a nd early warning system on food and agriculture



Prices of maize stabilised in October following Malawi

steep rises in preceding months Retailmaltas prices

. . . . . . Kwacha per Kg
In Malawi, maize prices remained generally stable in October marking

a departure from the large increases recorded in previous months.

180

New supplies from the irrigated winter crops, currently being d

harvested, helped stabilize prices, particularly in southern and central 3 K
markets, where most of the irrigated winter crops are grown. However, /]/\“‘J’ N
prices still remained twice their last year levels, owing to the higher Y - =t

costs of transportation and production, as well as localized production
declines in 2013. The Agricultural Development and Marketing D
&RUSRUDWLRQ $'0$5& WKH JRYHU QOB m&ze/ 1V

at a subsidised price of MWK 80 (about USD 0.2) per kg, but is

restricting the quantity sold to 10 kgs per person per day. R PR R ) e .3 P e B A TS

o1 12 12 12 12 12 12 13 13 13 13 13

The inflation rate, despite a marginal rise in the food component,
continued its downward trajectory in September which began in March
2013, after significant increases in the preceding year following the
liberalisation of the exchange rate regime.

- Liwonde, Maize, Kg
— Mzuzu, Maize, Kg
- Lilongwe, Maize, Kg

Source: Minestry of Agrculture and Food Securty

Food security conditions still critical, but
improved compared to 2012/13

Results from the 2013 Vulnerability Assessment Committee { (MVAC)
evaluation, released in July, indicate a 26 percent decrease in the
number of food insecure to 1.46 million persons in the 2013/14

marketing year. The largest numbers of food insecure persons are
located in Kasungu (Central Region) and Mzimba (Northern Region)
districts, reflecting production declines in 2013. The continuing high

price of both food and non-food commaodities has also contributed to
VWUHVVLQJ IRRG VHFXULW\ FRQGLWLRQV Zl1
a severe contraction in their purchasing power; approximately

54 percent of income is normally allocated to food purchases.

The MVAC results are based on the assumption that the maize price

will not exceed an average level of MWK 125 per kg during 2013/14
marketing year. Given the current increasing prices and the large
SURSRUWLRQ RI D KR XVHKR O&¥ furehdsed, MMEhD C
reached 75 percent in some cases, close monitoring of the market and
prices are warranted.

€1 2T global information a nd early warning system on food and agriculture
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Malawi

Reference Date: 17-September -2013

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

X Maize production in 2013 is estimated at a similar level to the
2012 harvest

X Maize prices climbed sharply in August 2013 following a drop
during the main harvest period (May-June)

X Approximately 1.46 million people are estimated to be food
insecure, due to poor harvests and persistent high food prices

Favourable conditions foreseen for the 2013/14
cropping season

Planting of cereal crop in the 2013/14 cropping season (September-
June) is about to begin. Preliminary rainfall forecasts indicate an
increased probability of normal to above normal precipitation between
October 2013 and March 2014, with a high possibility of heavy rains
during the latter months. In addition, the Government plans to continue
subsidising fertilisers, as well as other inputs, providing basal and top
dressing at a fixed price of MWK 500 per 50 kg. In addition to
promoting traditional crops, such as maize, the Government has
targeted increased investment in irrigation and legume production, with
an aim to diversify the agricultural output.

Maize production remains stable in 2013

In 2013, the primary staple maize crop is estimated at approximately
3.6 million tonnes, similar to the previous year. Production in southern
districts recovered from the drought affected harvests of 2012.
However, in the more productive northern and central districts, maize
outputs declined slightly from the good levels of 2012, off-setting the
gains registered in the south. Production of sorghum and millet
increased by 14 percent over the previous season, while the wheat
and rice crop remain relatively unchanged. Production estimates may
vary slightly with the release of the third round crop assessment, which
will provide more accurate estimates for the irrigated maize crop.
Overall, cereal production in 2013 is estimated at 3.87 million tonnes.

Based on the latest crop estimates, the country has sufficient domestic
maize supplies from the 2013 harvest to cover national food
requirements, estimated at approximately 2.7 million tonnes in 2013/14
marketing year (April/March).

Tobacco production increases, but cotton
declines

An expansion in tobacco plantings contributed to a larger crop in 2013,
estimated at approximately 120 000 tonnes, about 64 percent up on
last year. Cotton production on the other hand, estimated at about 163
000 tonnes, is about 33 percent lower than the 2012 output, following a
significant contraction in plantings, partly on account of lower prices
recorded in 2012.

Prices of maize increase steeply after seasonal
declines
The national average price of maize continued to strengthen in August

' Malawi

Crop calendar (*major foodcrop)

Maize* [R=E=0 aap
Rice ZTE
Sorghum @
Wheat 2
J FMAMI] J ASOND
| Sowing =
| Growing D
Harvesting Source; FAOQ/GIEWS
Malawi
Cereal production
2008-2012 2013 change
__average 2012 estimate 2013/2012
000 tonnes percent
Maize 3475 3,624 3,640 0
Rice (paddy) 17 m 110 -1
Sorghum 63 66 73 1
Others 32 36 a4 22
Total 3,687 3,837 3,867 1
MNote: percentage change cakulsted from unrounded data,
Source: FMVGIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheets
Malawi
Total cereal imports
000 tonnes
200
140
105 108
100
0
Average 2012113 201314
2008/09-2012/13 forecast

Motes: Total cereal includes nce o melled terms. Split year refers to indmdual crop
marketling years

Source: FAOVGIEWS Country Cercal Balance Sheets
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at a rate quicker than the previous years. At MWK 114 per kg, the price
is more than twice the level of a year earlier, though below the peak
recorded in March, with higher transportation and production costs
contributing to price inflation. In southern districts, the production
rebound in 2013 has tempered price increases over the last two
months compared to other parts of the country. The highest quotations,
close to MWK 200 per kg, were recorded in Rumphi (North) and
Kasiya (Central) markets, with lower harvests in these areas
supporting the price levels.

The inflation rate, however, continued its downward trajectory in
August (began in March 2013), after significant increases in the
preceding year following the liberalisation of the exchange rate regime.
However, at 23 percent, the annual inflation rate remains at a high
level. Increased sales of tobacco in 2013 and consequently larger
inflows of US dollar, has supported a more stable exchange rate since
May, contributing to the decreasing inflation rate.

Food security conditions still critical, but
improved compared to 2012/13

Results from the 2013 Vulnerability Assessment Committee § iMVAC)
evaluation, released in July, indicate a 26 percent decrease in the
number of food insecure to 1.46 million persons in the 2013/14
marketing year. The largest numbers of food insecure persons are
located in Kasungu (Central Region) and Mzimba (Northern Region)
districts, reflecting production declines in 2013. The continuing high
price of both food and non-food commaodities has also contributed to

VWUHVVLQJ IRRG VHFEXULW\ FRQGLWLRQV gZlI

a severe contraction in their purchasing power; approximately 54
percent of income is normally allocated to food purchases.

The MVAC results are based on the assumption that the average

maize price will not exceed MWK 125 per kg during 2013/14 marketing
year. Given the current increasing prices and significant allocation of a
KRXVHKROGVY EXGJHW WR
some cases, close monitoring of the market and prices are warranted.

IRRG SXUFKDVHYV

Malawi

Retail maize prices
Kwacha per Kg
AN
B0 4/ 