Terms and Conditions
Wood Champions – Call for Submissions
THE CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), through the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) and as part of the “Grow the Solution” campaign, is launching “Wood Champions” (“the Call”), a showcase celebrating people doing innovative, inspiring or impactful things with wood.
Wood Champions aims to highlight individuals, communities, businesses and projects that demonstrate the value of sustainably sourced wood, whether through craftsmanship, architecture, innovation, livelihoods, or environmental stewardship. Selected entries will be featured on the “Grow the Solution” campaign website and associated FAO digital channels.
Participants are asked to submit:
· Three or more photographs (up to five) portraying their work, project or activity involving wood (e.g. craftspeople, builders, designers, foresters, entrepreneurs or communities working with sustainably sourced wood; innovative wood-based products, construction or design; traditional or emerging skills and techniques; the people and stories behind these initiatives);
· optionally, a short video (see VIDEO SUBMISSIONS below);
· the online entry form, explaining what the submission represents, where it is located, when it was taken/produced, and why this work matters for sustainable wood use and forest landscapes.
By submitting the online entry form for Wood Champions, all applicants acknowledge and agree to these Terms and Conditions, which are detailed below:
ELIGIBILITY
· Each participant can submit three or more photographs (up to five).
· Participants must own the copyright and must have taken/produced the material themselves, or have obtained permission from the rights holder(s) to submit it.
· Each submitted entry must have a title and a short description/caption explaining what it represents, who is involved, and where/when it was taken or produced.
· Participants are invited to share their entries on social media, using the hashtag #GrowTheSolution.
· Photographs must be submitted in .jpeg format. Images should be of high quality (e.g. 300 dpi and 5000 pixels and a file size that does not exceed 2 MB). Both colour and/or black and white images will be accepted.
· When asked, videos must be submitted in a standard format (e.g. .mp4), with a maximum duration and file size as specified on the entry form.
· The material must not violate or infringe third parties’ rights including but not limited to trademark, privacy, publicity or other intellectual property rights, or that constitutes copyright infringement. If the material contains images or footage of a person or persons, entrants must have obtained the permission of those persons for submission of their material to the Call as well as the use of the material by FAO for the purposes described in these General Rules.

· The submission should avoid third-party logos, brand names or trademarks unless relevant and properly cleared by the entrant.
· FAO respects creators’ rights and does not claim copyright over images or videos submitted. The author retains full copyright for each entry. Whenever the material is published by FAO, the author/creator will be credited.
· By participating, the entrant grants FAO permission to use the material in FAO and CPF material and on FAO digital channels. FAO does NOT own the copyright, and authors are free to use the material for other purposes at their choosing.
· Selected entries may be featured on the “Grow the Solution” website and FAO/CPF social media accounts. Any questions regarding Wood Champions should be submitted to nfox@fao.org
GENERAL RULES
· The Call is open to individuals and groups/organizations (“Entrants”). The age to declare is that at the time of submission. If an entrant is under the age of 18, the consent of their parent or legal guardian is required. The parent or legal guardian must sign the Subject Release Form and email it to nfox@fao.org.
· FAO employees and their immediate family members (spouses, parents, children, siblings and their respective spouses, regardless of where they live) or persons living in the same households of such employees, whether or not related, are not eligible to participate.
· FAO will determine eligibility at its sole discretion.
· FAO reserves the right to decline submissions which are not consistent with the Organization’s values and guiding principles.
· FAO also reserves the right to verify the eligibility of any entry and/or entrant (including an entrant’s identity) and to decline any entry that is not in accordance with these rules, including the submission criteria, Copyright and Privacy, or where the entry process has been tampered with.
· The entrant will indemnify and hold FAO harmless from and against any costs, losses, liabilities, and expenses (including attorneys’ fees) from third party claims arising out of or relating to its participation in the Call or any violation of these Terms.
· FAO will not pay any fees for, nor pay any costs relating to, participation in the Call or for the use of any submissions in relation to it.
· No logos, URLs, telephone numbers, or calls that solicit directly for monetary donations should be included in any material.
· FAO will not be responsible, and cannot be held liable, for incomplete, lost, late, misdirected or illegible entries or for failure to receive entries due to transmission failures or technical failures of any kind, including, without limitation, malfunctioning of any network, hardware or software, whether originating with sender or for any human error, lost/delayed data transmission, or any other error or malfunction.
· By submitting entries, entrants agree that personal data, especially name and contact details, may be processed, shared, and otherwise used in accordance with the FAO Data Protection Policy. The data will be used for the purposes and within the context of the Call, FAO institutional activities, and any other purposes outlined in these Rules. The data may also be used by FAO to verify the entrant’s identity and eligibility to participate.

· Nothing in these General Rules, nor any acts performed or statements made in relation to the Call, shall be deemed a waiver, express or implied, of any of the privileges and immunities of FAO.
VIDEO SUBMISSIONS
· Video submissions are optional and complement the photo entry; they will not be considered without an accompanying photo submission.
· Entrants must own the rights to any music, footage or other material used in the video, or have obtained the necessary permissions/licenses.
· Videos should follow the same content and quality principles as photo submissions (relevance to the theme, no unauthorized branding, no AI-generated content beyond permitted editing uses – see COPYRIGHT AND PRIVACY).
COPYRIGHT AND PRIVACY
· Entrants must own the copyright of the material they submit, or have obtained permission from the rights holder(s) to submit it on their behalf.
· If the material contains images or footage of a person or persons, entrants must have obtained the permission of those persons or their legal guardians for submission of their material to the Call as well as the use of the material by FAO for the purposes described in these General Rules. FAO will not be responsible for any claim or complaint alleging violation of personal data of third parties.
· The entrant declares that the material submitted does not infringe third-party rights. The entrant also confirms that each person depicted in the material has granted permission to be portrayed as shown.
· FAO will not seek additional approvals in connection with the use of the material and it will not be responsible for any claim or complaint alleging violation of the rights of third parties.
· Copyright of the material remains with the entrants. By submitting, entrants grant an irrevocable, perpetual, worldwide, non-exclusive license to FAO to reproduce, distribute, display and create derivative works of the entries (along with a name credit) in connection with the Call and the promotion of FAO’s and the CPF’s work, in, amongst others:
· FAO corporate website and the “Grow the Solution” campaign website;
· corporate videos or digital recordings to illustrate the work of FAO and the CPF;
· printed FAO publications, brochures or posters;
· social media channels, including promotion of the Call itself;
· any other media used by FAO or the CPF to communicate.
· Failure to publish a credit due to error or oversight shall not be deemed a breach of this condition.
· Participants may not submit any entries which include content generated by any generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tool, including but not limited to photorealistic imagery, video, graphics or other artistic media. Participants are allowed to use AI technology for ideation or editing purposes. Whenever a participant uses AI technology for these or any other purposes, they shall disclose how such technology was

specifically used. Should AI have been used in a way that is not compliant with these rules, FAO reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to disqualify the entry.
ACCEPTANCE
· By submitting entries to the Call, the Entrant confirms that the Rules for this Call, as set out above, have been read, understood and agreed to by the Entrant or their respective parent or legal guardian.
SELECTION AND FEATURE
· Selected entries will be featured on the “Grow the Solution” campaign website and may be shared via FAO and CPF social media and other communication channels.
· Selection is at the sole discretion of FAO/CPF and is based on relevance to the theme, quality, and storytelling value.
· Entrants will be notified by email if their submission is selected for feature. Entrants whose submissions are not selected will not necessarily be notified.
· When a submission is featured, the entrant’s first and family name (or organization name, as appropriate) will be credited. No other personal information about entrants will be published or shared without consent.
