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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUESTS

In-Session Seminar: Forestry Sector Outlook Study for Latin America and the Caribbean

1. The Secretariat drew attention to the progress that had been made in the study, which
provided an indication of the possible development of the forestry sector until the year 2020, and
requested guidance from the Commission on the completion of the study and on its utilization for
planning, development of national forest programmes, preparation of strategies and coordination
of regional actions. (para. 17).

2. The Commission_recommended that FAO should continue to provide support to countries’
efforts to improve their forestry information systems, including national forest inventories and
contributions of the forestry sector (wood and non-wood products) to national economies, to
support policy decisions in countries. (para. 18).

3. The Commission recommended that FAO should broaden the focus of outlook studies to
include: non-wood forest products; the multi-functions of forests; payment for forest-generated
environmental services; small- and medium-sized enterprises; forest health; and markets for wood
products. (para.19).

4. The 23™ Session of the LACFC witnessed the unprecedented participation of civil society
representatives, which was an example of the consultative processes undertaken by the national
forest programmes and of the increasing importance given by the countries to community forest
management. In view of this, the Commission recommended that the issue be subject to further
discussion at the next meeting of COFLAC and at COFO, with the objective of identifying
mechanisms to strengthen such participation. (para. 21).

Forestry Activities of other International/ Intergovernmental/Non-Governmental
Organizations in the Region

5. The Commission noted that there was a shortage of information on technical cooperation
activities carried out both by FAO and by other agencies or institutions in the Region. It therefore
recommended that FAO establish a working group at Headquarters, with the objective of
improving information sharing among countries and international, intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations on forestry activities in the Region. (para. 24).

In-session Seminar: National Forest Programmes and International Dialogue on Forests —
Strengthening Regional Action

6. The Commission observed that national forestry authorities received insufficient
information on the progress and results of the intergovernmental dialogue on forests. It therefore
requested more effort from all parties and that FAO undertake the compilation and dissemination
of the results of the dialogue to improve this situation. (para. 29).

7. The Commission noted that many countries lacked the experience or capacity to effectively
develop a national consensus, involving representatives of all forest stakeholders, for the
intergovernmental dialogue on forests. It therefore sought support from the National Forest
Programme Facility to deal with these matters within the framework of such programmes
(para. 30).
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Activities of the Subregional Groups of the Commission: Reports on Accomplishments in
2002-2004 and Preparation and Presentation of Workplans for 2004-2006

8. The Commission requested COFO to seek new and additional resources to finance the
implementation of the activities prepared by the Subregional Groups. (para. 33).

Presentation by the North American Forest Commission on Working Group Modalities

9. The Commission therefore recommended that greater efforts be made to forge a closer and
more permanent relationship of coordination and exchange of information between the two
Commissions. (para. 53).

Other Business

10. The Commission, aware of FAO’s initiative to develop a regional code of practice for
reduced impact forest harvesting in tropical moist forest in Latin America and the Caribbean,
recommended that the norms be extended to all the forests of the Region, given that some
countries have large areas of forests which are not tropical. Moreover, the Commission
underlined the need to take into account existing codes and those that are being formulated by
other bodies and initiatives. (para. 55).

11.  Various delegates of the Central American and Mexican Subregional group requested that
the designation of their group be changed to “Meso-America Subregional group”. (para. 58).

12.  The Commission_requested FAO to organize a meeting of the heads of forestry services of
the countries in the Region to be held before the UNFF in May 2005 in order to build consensus
concerning the agenda. (para. 59).

REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR THE ATTENTION OF
THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY

13. The Commission recommended that FAO should continue to provide support to countries’
efforts to improve their forestry information systems, including national forest inventories and
contributions of the forestry sector (wood and non-wood products) to national economies, to
support policy decisions in countries. (para. 18).

14. The Commission recommended that FAO should broaden the focus of outlook studies to
include: non-wood forest products; the multi-functions of forests; payment for forest-generated
environmental services; small- and medium-sized enterprises; forest health; and markets for wood
products (para.19).

15.  The 23™ Session of the LACFC witnessed the unprecedented participation of civil society
representatives, which was an example of the consultative processes undertaken by the national
forest programmes and of the increasing importance given by the countries to community forest
management. In view of this, the Commission recommended that the issue be subject to further
discussion at the next meeting of COFLAC and at COFO, with the objective of identifying
mechanisms to strengthen such participation. (para. 21).

16. The Commission recommended that FAO establish a working group at headquarters, with
the objective of improving information sharing among countries and international,
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intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations on forestry activities in the Region
(para. 24).

17.  The Commission noted that many countries lacked the experience or capacity to effectively
develop a national consensus, involving representatives of all forest stakeholders, for the
intergovernmental dialogue on forests. It therefore sought support from the National Forest
Programme Facility to deal with these matters within the framework of such programmes.
(para. 30).

18.  The Commission noted the importance of trade and trade agreements relating to wood and
non-wood forest products in the Region and recommended that FAO follow up on this matter in
order to assess the potential impact on the sector. (para. 44).

19. The Commission requested COFO to seek new and additional resources to finance the
implementation of the activities prepared by the Subregional Groups (para. 33).

20. The Commission highlighted the close relationship between criteria and indicators, the
certification and the trade of forest products and recommended that FAO follow up on this matter
in order to determine possible consequences. (para. 46).

21.  Noting the high incidence of forest fire that caused serious damage in the Region, the
Commission agreed to draw to the attention of the 17™ Session of COFO the outcome of the Pan-
American Conference on Wildland Fire which would be held immediately following the 23rd
Session of the LACFC. It also noted with satisfaction that the forthcoming Ministerial Meeting
on Forests to be held at FAO Headquarters in March 2005 would address international agreement
on the management and control of forest fire. (para. 47).

22.  The Commission recommended that countries should integrate forests into their national
development plans and poverty reduction strategies. The Commission recommended that COFO
should underscore the role of forests in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, and that
the members of the LACFC should coordinate efforts to this end, through the working plans of the
Subregional groups. (para. 48).

23.  In view of the importance of forests in the Region and of FAO’s role in providing country
support, the Commission recommended that the FAO Forestry Department should be
strengthened. (para. 49).
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INTRODUCTION

1. The Latin American and Caribbean Forestry Commission (LACFC) of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) held its 23rd Session from 18 to 22
October 2004 in San José, at the kind invitation of the Government of the Republic of Costa
Rica. The session was attended by delegates from 25 member countries and observers from 13
United Nations system, international, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

2. Mr Jorge Luis Menéndez, serving Chair of the LACFC, presided over the opening
session. Mr M. Hosny El-Lakany, Assistant Director-General of the Forestry Department,
FAO, welcomed the participants on behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Dr. Jacques Diouf.
Mr. Alan Flores, Deputy Minister for Environment and Energy, also expressed words of
welcome on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Costa Rica, before declaring the
session open and inviting participants to listen to a recorded message from His Excellency
Abel Pacheco de la Espriella, President of the Republic of Costa Rica. H.E.Flavio Perri,
Ambassador of Brazil to FAO, and Chair of the 16™ Session of the FAO Committee on
Forestry (COFO), was also present and addressed a few words to the participants.

3. Mr El-Lakany thanked the Government of Costa Rica for the excellent preparations for
the session. He indicated that the Regional Forestry Commissions provided FAO and
participating countries with an excellent platform to examine emerging forestry policy issues
in the Region and to identify common problems, seek solutions and promote collaboration. He
stated that the thrust of the session would be to reinforce the forestry sector's response to the
Region's most pressing problems, which included the loss and degradation of natural forests,
the conservation of watersheds and the generation of income from wood and non-wood forest
products for poor rural communities. He drew special attention to the agenda item on the
progress of the Forestry Sector Outlook Study for Latin America and the Caribbean, which
would help steer forestry policy towards 2020. He finished by mentioning that FAO was
stepping up its activities on forest fire, which was undoubtedly a subject of considerable
interest to the countries of the Region.

4. Mr Alan Flores welcomed the meeting’s delegates and observers. He stated that the
following five days would provide the Ministry of Environment and Energy, as the
government institution responsible for forest development in Costa Rica, with an opportunity
to examine, discuss and develop actions needed for the sustainable management of forests at
the regional level, which constituted a major challenge and was the objective towards which
the governments should direct their efforts. He stressed that the meeting’s discussions should
look at the way forests can contribute to poverty reduction and stated that the session provided
an opportunity to identify shortcomings and deficiencies in common understanding and to
implement a sustainable form of forest management that reflected the needs of members’
populations. This meant that local communities should be further involved and should
participate in decisions on how forests were managed and how resulting costs and benefits
were distributed. He warned that no effort to overcome poverty would be successful without
the appropriate sustainable use of natural resources, as it was essential to have livelihoods that
were sustainable. He called for a commitment to redouble efforts to manage forest harvesting
through socially acceptable procedures that promoted the environmental and economic value
of forests and that fostered cooperation among the different stakeholder groups.

5. In his recorded message to the Commission, His Excellency Abel Pacheco de la
Espriella, President of the Republic of Costa Rica, thanked FAO and the member countries for
having accepted his country's invitation to host the event. He highlighted the close link that
existed between the deterioration of ecosystems through mistaken and improper use and the
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increase in poverty in affected areas. He was referring essentially to the incidence of
deforestation in the Region and to the threat that this represented for the continued existence of
humanity on Earth. In his review of Costa Rica's efforts to reverse the process of destruction of
its forest cover, he pointed out that progress could be enhanced through: a) an international
policy agreement to address the issue of forests in an integrated manner, as well as their
contribution to alleviating poverty; b) using some of the US$956 billion that had been
allocated to military expenditure in 2003; and c) greater recognition by users of the
environmental goods and services that forests provide. He concluded by making a general call
for a declaration of peace with nature.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Item 1)

6. The Provisional Agenda was adopted without change.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Item 2)
7. In accordance with Articles II-1 and II-5 of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission
elected a Chair, three Vice-Chairs and a Rapporteur. The following members of the
Commission were unanimously elected:
Chair: Raul Solorzano (Costa Rica) Meso-America Subregional Group
Vice-Chairs:  Juan Claudio Rodriguez (Chile), Southern Cone Subregional Group

Renzo Silva (Venezuela), Amazon Subregional Group

Héctor Miguel Abreu (Dominican Republic) Caribbean Subregional
Group

Rapporteur:  Atilio Ligrone (Uruguay)

Mr. Carlos Marx R. Carneiro, Senior Forestry Officer, FAO Regional Office for Latin America
and the Caribbean, acted as Secretary.
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STATE OF FORESTRY IN THE REGION (Item 3)

8. The Secretariat introduced document FO:LACFC/2004/2 "State of Forestry in the
Region: 2002-2004".

9. The Secretariat indicated that, in contrast to previous sessions of the Commission, this
Secretariat Note was very brief because one of the main items on the agenda was the Forestry
Sector Outlook Study for Latin America and the Caribbean, which included a broad
presentation of the state of forestry in the Region. To avoid repetition, instead of providing a
broad description of the state of the forestry sector in the Region, the purpose of the Secretariat
Note was to invite delegates to inform the Commission of main developments in their
respective countries during the past two years.

10.  Delegates from 21 countries reported on their main forest-related activities during this
period.

11.  These generally related to: review and formulation of forest policies; forest legislation;
institutional changes; formulation, review or implementation of national forest development
plans; forestry information systems; participatory forest development; payment for forest-
generated environmental services; incentives for afforestation and forest management; strategic
alliances among forestry sector actors; actions against illegal forest extraction; monitoring of
forest utilization; code of good forestry practices; participation of civil society in forest-related
decisions; forest fire and pests; and conversion of agricultural land into forest plantations.

REVIEW OF FAO REGULAR AND FIELD PROGRAMMES, INCLUDING
FOLLOW-UP TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUESTS OF THE 22"
SESSION OF THE COMMISSION (Item 4)

12.  The Secretariat introduced document FO:LACFC/2004/3 "Review of FAO Regular and
Field Programmes, including follow-up to the recommendations and requests of the 22"
Session of the Commission".

13.  The Commission noted with satisfaction the progress that had been made in the
implementation of the FAO Forestry Regular Programme.

14. The Commission was also informed of the FAO Field Programme during 2002-2003
and of the 23 percent reduction in projects involving the participatory management of forest
resources because of the completion, during the period, of six corresponding projects of the
FAO/Government Cooperative Programme (GCP) and the multi-donor Forests, Trees and
People Programme (FTPP). While GCP-funded projects had declined, there had been a
respective increase of 74 and 45 percent for projects financed from unilateral trust funds and
funds supplied through the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). While the
number of FAO Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) projects had remained unchanged at
10 national projects and 3 regional projects, this programme financed from FAO Regular
Programme resources had received a fund allocation for the Region that was 50 percent higher
than in the previous period.

15. The Commission was also informed of the measures that had been taken in follow-up to
the recommendations and requests it had made at its 22" Session.
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IN-SESSION SEMINAR: FORESTRY SECTOR OUTLOOK STUDY FOR LATIN
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (Item 5)

16.  The Secretariat introduced document FO:LACFC/2004/4 "In-session seminar: Forestry
Sector Outlook Study for Latin America and the Caribbean".

17.  The Secretariat drew attention to the progress that had been made in the study, which
provided an indication of the possible development of the forestry sector until the year 2020,
and requested guidance from the Commission on the completion of the study and on its
utilization for planning, development of national forest programmes, preparation of strategies
and coordination of regional actions.

18. The Commission recommended that FAO should continue to provide support to
countries’ efforts to improve their forestry information systems, including national forest
inventories and contributions of the forestry sector (wood and non-wood products) to national
economies, to support policy decisions in countries.

19. The Commission recommended that FAO should broaden the focus of outlook studies to
include: non-wood forest products; the multi-functions of forests; payment for forest-generated
environmental services; small- and medium-sized enterprises; forest health; and markets for
wood products.

20. The Commission stressed that the role played by indigenous groups and local authorities
and communities would continue to grow in the lead-up to 2020.

21. The 23" Session of the LACFC witnessed the unprecedented participation of civil
society representatives, which was an example of the consultative processes undertaken by the
national forest programmes and of the increasing importance given by the countries to
community forest management. In view of this, the Commission recommended that the issue
be subject to further discussion at the next meeting of COFLAC and at COFO, with the
objective of identifying mechanisms to strengthen such participation.

FORESTRY ACTIVITIES OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL/
INTERGOVERNMENTAL/ NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
IN THE REGION (Item 6)

22.  Thirteen international, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations reported
on their forestry activities in the Region.

23. The country delegates recognized the quality of the presentations and the excellent
support of their reported activities to sustainable forest development in the Region.

24.  The Commission noted that there was a shortage of information on technical
cooperation activities carried out both by FAO and by other agencies or institutions in the
Region. It therefore recommended that FAO establish a working group at Headquarters, with
the objective of improving information sharing among countries and international,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations on forestry activities in the Region.
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IN-SESSION SEMINAR: NATIONAL FOREST PROGRAMMES AND
INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE ON FORESTS — STRENGTHENING REGIONAL
ACTION (Item 7)

25.  The Secretariat introduced document FO:LACFC/2004/5 "In-session seminar: National
forest programmes and international dialogue on forests — Strengthening regional action".

26. This document was supplemented with presentations by other organizations and
programmes attending the Session and by the Secretariat itself, which provided further
information on subregional support for the implementation of national forest programmes and
national mechanisms for forest dialogue and consensus building.

27. The Commission took note of actions in the Region to promote and strengthen national
forest programmes, of growing coordination between them and of the activities undertaken by
FAO in support of these programmes.

28.  With regard to the intergovernmental dialogue on forests, the Commission heard a brief
summary of the process and of progress made since the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED) until the current process with the United Nations
Forum on Forests (UNFF) and the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF). It also heard
analyses made this year of the still unresolved difficulties in actually implementing the
proposals for action for sustainable forest management that had been put forward by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF) and the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF). It
was also informed of preparatory actions for the decisions to be taken regarding UNFF in
2005.

29. The Commission observed that national forestry authorities received insufficient
information on the progress and results of the intergovernmental dialogue on forests. It
therefore requested more effort from all parties and that FAO undertake the compilation and
dissemination of the results of the dialogue to improve this situation.

30. The Commission noted that many countries lacked the experience or capacity to
effectively develop a national consensus, involving representatives of all forest stakeholders,
for the intergovernmental dialogue on forests. It therefore sought support from the National
Forest Programme Facility to deal with these matters within the framework of such
programmes.

31. The Commission considered the national forest programmes to be the ideal vehicle for
integrating national and local activities with actions agreed by intergovernmental dialogue.

32.  The Commission considered the LACFC to be an important platform for discussion of
regional forest matters and for the provision of input into the global forest dialogue. It was also
well placed to translate global commitments into national and regional actions.

ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBREGIONAL GROUPS OF THE COMMISSION:
REPORTS ON ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2002-2004 AND PREPARATION AND
PRESENTATION OF WORKPLANS FOR 2004-2006 (Items 8(a) and (b))

33. The Commission requested COFO to seek new and additional resources to finance the
implementation of the activities prepared by the Subregional Groups.
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34. The Commission noted that, under this agenda item, the Subregional Groups were
expected to report on their previous workplans and to prepare new workplans with priorities
and activities that could be realistically accomplished before the next LACFC session. Below
is a brief summary of the respective workplans for 2004-2006, which are provided in full in
Appendix D.

Meso-America Subregional Group

35. The Meso-America Subregional Group proposed the following activities:

. Define, disseminate and consolidate a shared perspective to facilitate a
development process that reflects relevant international commitments and
recommendations.

. Identify and develop regional support projects for national forest programmes that

help address the priority forest issues of the countries of the Region.

. Facilitate the formulation or updating of national forest policies and plans in the
countries of the Region, and put these into effect through dynamic processes that
involve all relevant sectors.

. Strengthen the participation of the countries of the Region in the
intergovernmental dialogue on forests and foster an effective use of associated
international cooperation resources.

. Support actions for the control of illegal extraction and trade of wood and non-
wood forest products, through the definition and implementation of a control
strategy.

. Have national information systems include records of economic data that help

identify the contribution of the forestry sector (wood and non-wood products) to a
country’s GDP.

. Recognize community forestry as a regional strategy for reducing environmental
and social vulnerability and combating poverty.

Southern Cone Subregional Group

36. The Southern Cone Subregional Group proposed the following activities:

. Strengthen forestry information systems for the elaboration of criteria and
indicators for sustainable forest management in the Subregion (Montreal Process).

. Design financial strategies and mechanisms for the conservation and sustainable
use of forests.

Amazon Subregional Group

37. The Amazon Subregional Group proposed the following activities:

. Develop the primary elements of a subregional information system on forest
cover and information on national accounts.

. Promote fora for discussion of the regional implementation of international
agreements and reflect on regional agreements, experiences and needs.
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° Promote an institutional forum, within countries, for discussion and coordination
of the forestry sector and determine its operating principles.

. Identify the conditions required to secure/attract investment and funding for
sustainable forest management.

Caribbean Subregional Group

38.  The Caribbean Subregional Group proposed the following activities:

. Provide training in fighting forest fire.

o Develop a database system for monitoring forest fire.

. Organize a workshop on producing forest inventories and forest maps.

. Organize a workshop on participatory methods of community forest management.

. Prepare a study on mitigating the impact of hurricanes.

. Organize a technical meeting on criteria and indicators for the sustainable
management of forests.

. Organize a technical meeting on the management and monitoring of forest
utilization.

REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR THE ATTENTION
OF THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY (Item 9)

39. The Commission recommended that FAO should continue to provide support to
countries’ efforts to improve their forestry information systems, including national forest
inventories and contributions of the forestry sector (wood and non-wood products) to national
economies, to support policy decisions in countries.

40. The Commission recommended that FAO should broaden the focus of outlook studies to
include: non-wood forest products; the multi-functions of forests; payment for forest-generated
environmental services; small- and medium-sized enterprises; forest health; and markets for
wood products.

41. The 23" Session of the LACFC witnessed the unprecedented participation of civil
society representatives, which was an example of the consultative processes undertaken by the
national forest programmes and of the increasing importance given by the countries to
community forest management. In view of this, the Commission recommended that the issue
be subject to further discussion at the next meeting of COFLAC and at COFO, with the
objective of identifying mechanisms to strengthen such participation.

42. The Commission recommended that FAO establish a working group at headquarters,
with the objective of improving information sharing among countries and international,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations on forestry activities in the Region.

43. The Commission noted that many countries lacked the experience or capacity to
effectively develop a national consensus, involving representatives of all forest stakeholders,
for the intergovernmental dialogue on forests. It therefore sought support from the National
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Forest Programme Facility to deal with these matters within the framework of such
programmes.

44. The Commission noted the importance of trade and trade agreements relating to wood
and non-wood forest products in the Region and recommended that FAO follow up on this
matter in order to assess the potential impact on the sector.

45.  The Commission requested COFO to seek new and additional resources to finance the
implementation of the activities prepared by the Subregional Groups.

46. The Commission highlighted the close relationship between criteria and indicators, the
certification and the trade of forest products and recommended that FAO follow up on this
matter in order to determine possible consequences.

47. Noting the high incidence of forest fire that caused serious damage in the Region, the
Commission agreed to draw to the attention of the 17" Session of COFO the outcome of the
Pan-American Conference on Wildland Fire which would be held immediately following the
23rd Session of the LACFC. It also noted with satisfaction that the forthcoming Ministerial
Meeting on Forests to be held at FAO Headquarters in March 2005 would address international
agreement on the management and control of forest fire.

48. The Commission recommended that countries should integrate forests into their national
development plans and poverty reduction strategies. The Commission recommended that
COFO should underscore the role of forests in achieving the Millennium Development Goals,
and that the members of the LACFC should coordinate efforts to this end, through the working
plans of the Subregional Groups.

49. In view of the importance of forests in the Region and of FAO’s role in providing
country support, the Commission recommended that the FAO Forestry Department should be
strengthened.

PRESENTATION BY THE NORTH AMERICAN FOREST COMMISSION ON
WORKING GROUP MODALITIES (Item 10)

50. The Secretariat of the North American Forest Commission (NAFC) informed the
Commission about its modality of work as well as its constitution and role.

51.  The Commission learned that the NAFC operated through seven working groups on the
following specific topics: fire management, forest insects and diseases, forest inventory and
monitoring, forest genetic resources, atmospheric change and forests, forest products and
silviculture.

52.  The LACFC participants expressed their appreciation of the presentation and identified
numerous similarities in the thematic areas addressed by both Commissions.

53. The Commission therefore recommended that greater efforts be made to forge a closer
and more permanent relationship of coordination and exchange of information between the two
Commissions.
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OTHER BUSINESS (Item 11)

54. The Session also featured seven informal side meetings on topics of interest to the
Region, which were attended by participants of some delegations. Appendix E provides a brief
summary of the discussions at the meetings.

55. The Commission, aware of FAO's initiative to develop a regional code of practice for
reduced impact forest harvesting in tropical moist forest in Latin America and the Caribbean,
recommended that the norms be extended to all the forests of the Region, given that some
countries have large areas of forests which are not tropical. Moreover, the Commission
underlined the need to take into account existing codes and those that are being formulated by
other bodies and initiatives.

56. The delegate of Argentina communicated that they were co-organizing with Chile the
22" Meeting of the International Poplar Commission, that will be held in Chile from
28 November to 9 December 2004.

57.  The delegate of Venezuela informed the Commission that the IV Venezuelan Forestry
Congress would be held from 20 to 24 November 2004.

58.  Various delegates of the Central American and Mexican Subregional group requested
that the designation of their group be changed to “Meso-America Subregional group”.

59. The Commission requested FAO to organize a meeting of the heads of forestry services
of the countries in the Region to be held before the UNFF in May 2005 in order to build
consensus concerning the agenda.

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (Item 12)

60. The Secretariat informed the Commission of the formal offer of the Government of the
Dominican Republic to host the 24" Session of the LACFC in 2006. The Commission received
with appreciation this offer. In addition, the delegation of the United States of America
expressed its interest in hosting the 25" Session of the Commission in 2008 in Puerto Rico, in
conjunction with the meeting of the North American Forest Commission.

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (Item 13)

61. The draft report was approved by the Commission with minor amendments and some
clarifications.

CLOSURE

62. The meeting was closed by Mr. M. Hosny El-Lakany, Assistant Director-General,

Forestry Department, FAO, and by H.E. Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, Minister for the
Environment and Energy, Costa Rica.
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APPENDIX A
AGENDA

1.  Opening of the Session and adoption of the Agenda.

2. Election of Officers.

3. State of forestry in the Region.

4. Review of FAO Regular and Field Programmes, including follow-up to the recommendations
and requests of the 22™ Session of the Commission.

5. In-session seminar: Forestry Sector Outlook Study for Latin America and the Caribbean.

6. Forestry activities of other international/intergovernmental/non-governmental organizations
in the Region.

7.  In-session seminar: National forest programmes and the international dialogue on forests —
Strengthening regional action.

8. Activities of the Subregional Groups of the Commission:
a)  Reports on accomplishments 2002-2004
b)  Preparation and presentation of workplans for the 2004-2006 period

9. Regional issues identified by the Commission for the attention of the Committee on Forestry
(COFO).

10. Presentation by the North American Forest Commission about working group modalities.

11. Other business.

12. Place and date of the next Session.

13. Adoption of the report and closing of the Session.

A summary of the informal discussion held in side meetings is included in Appendix E

Land tenure and integrated rural development.
Forest law compliance and sustainable forest management.
Innovative financial mechanisms for the development of the forestry sector.

Trade agreements (Free Trade Area of the Americas — FTAA) and the role of the forestry
sector.

Development of a regional code of practice for reduced impact forest harvesting in tropical
moist forest in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Strengthening LACFC as a venue for dialogue on international forest policy issues.

Criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management.
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APPENDIX B

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Chairman:

Vice-Chairmen:

Raul Solérzano (Costa Rica)

Juan Claudio Rodriguez (Chile)

Renzo Silva (Venezuela)
Héctor Miguel Abreu (Dominican Republic)

Rapporteur:

Secretary:

ARGENTINA

Jorge Luis Menéndez
Director de Bosques

Secretaria de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sustentable

San Martin 459, piso 3

1004 Buenos Aires

Tel: (54-11) 434-88488, 434-88499

Fax: (54-11) 434-88486

Email: jmenendez@medioambiente.gov.ar

BELIZE

Osmany Salas

Chief Forest Officer

Forest Department

Ministry of Natural Resources
23/25 Unity Blvd.

Belmopan

Tel: (1-501) 822-1524

Fax: (1-501) 822-1523

Email: cfo@mnrei.gov.bz

Gumercindo N. Baeza

Forest Management Officer

Forest Department

Ministry of Natural Resources

23/25 Unity Blvd.

Belmopan

Tel: (1-501) 822-1524

Fax: (1-501) 822-1523

Email: forestmanagement@mnrci.gov.bz

Atilio Ligrone (Uruguay)

Carlos Marx R. Carneiro

Maria Garcia

Presidenta

Itzamna Society

P.O. Box 75, San Ignacio Town
Distrito del Cayo

Tel.: (1-501) 8204023

Fax: (1-501) 8204023

Email: artistmail 981(@btl.net

BOLIVIA

Pablo Rodriguez Afiez

Director General de Desarrollo Sostenible

Ministerio de Desarrollo Sostenible

Av. Batallon Colorados N° 24

Edificio el Condor, piso 13, Of. 2

La Paz

Tel: (591-2) 244-0022

Fax: (591-2) 244-0022

Email: forestal dgdfs@yahoo.com
rodriguezpablo26@hotmail.com

BRAZIL

Excmo. Sefior

Don Flavio Perri

Embajador de Brasil ante la FAO
Via di Santa Maria Dell' Anima, 32
Roma, ITALIA

Tel: (39-06) 678-9353

Fax: (39-06) 683-98802

Email: REBRAFAO@BRAFAO.IT


mailto:jmenendez@medioambiente.gov.ar
mailto:cfo@mnrei.gov.bz
mailto:forestmanagement@gov.bz
mailto:artistmai1981@btl.net
mailto:forestal_dgdfs@yahoo.com
mailto:REBRAFAO@BRAFAO.IT
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Tasso Rezende de Azevedo

Director, Programa Nacional de Florestas
Secretaria de Biodiversidade ¢ Florestas
Ministerio do Meio Ambiente
Esplanada dos Ministérios, Bloco B

7° andar — Gabinete

CEP 70068-900

Brasilia D.F.

Tel: (55-61) 317-1095

Fax: (55-61) 317-1493

Email: tasso.azevedo@mma.gov.br

Simone Meira Dias

Diplomatica - 3* Secretaria

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores (Itamaraty)
Esplanada dos Ministérios, MRE, Anexo I,
Sala 439

CEP 70.068-900

Brasilia D.F.

Tel: (56-61) 411-6801

Fax: (56-61) 411-6811

Email: simone@mre.gov.br

COLOMBIA

Cruz Elisa Buitrago O.

Promotora, Manejo Sostenible de Bosques
ACICAFOC

Municipio de Santuario (Ant)

Tel: (57-1) 531-1307

Rubén Dario Guerrero U.

Profesional Especializado

Direccion de Ecosistemas

Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo
Territorial

Calle 37, N° 8-40

Bogota

Tel: (57-3) 340-6206

COSTA RICA

Raul Solérzano

Director

Sistema Nacional de Areas de Conservacion
(SINAC)

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
Apartado 10.104

1000 San José

Tel: (506) 283-7580, 283-8004

Fax: (506) 283-8117

Email: raul.solorzano@sinac.go.cr

Gilbert Canet Brenes

Gerente, Manejo Recursos Naturales
Sistema Nacional de Areas de Conservacion
(SINAC)

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
Apartado 10.104

1000 San José

Tel: (506) 283-8004

Fax: (506) 283-7350

Email: gilbert.canet@sinac.go.cr

Fernando Quirds Brenes

Director, Area Conservacion

Sistema Nacional de Areas de Conservacion
(SINAC)

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
Apartado 10.104

1000 San José

Tel: (506) 258-8570

Fax: (506) 258-7350

Email: ferqui@minae.go.cr

Mario Coto Hidalgo
ACTO/SINAC/MINAE

338 Guapiles, Limon, C.R.
Tel: (506) 710-7542

Fax: (506) 710-7673

Email: macohi@minae.go.cr

Alvaro Ugalde

Director, Area de Conservacion Osa
(ACOSA)

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
Apartado 10.104

1000 San José

Tel: (506) 775-0780

Fax: (506) 775-0780

Email: augalde@racsa.co.cr

German Rodriguez Cofre

Manejo de Bosques

Sistema Nacional de Areas de Conservacion
(SINAC)

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
Apartado 10.104

1000 San José

Tel: (506) 258-283-8004

Fax: (506) 258-7350

Email: gerocol @hotmail.com
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mailto:raul.solorzano@sinac.go.cr
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mailto:augalde@racsa.co.cr
mailto:geroco1@hotmail.com
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Sonia Maria Lobo Valverde

Gerencia Manejo Recursos Naturales,
Incendios Forestales - PNDF

Sistema Nacional de Areas de Conservacion
(SINAC)

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
Apartado 10.104

1000 San José

Tel: (506) 283-8004

Fax: (506) 283-7118

Email: sonilobo@minae.go.cr

Louisselle Méndez Vega

Directora, Area Conservacion Guanacaste
Sistema Nacional de Areas de Conservacion
(SINAC)

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
Apartado 169-5000

1000 San José

Tel: (506) 666-4740, 666-5051

Fax: (506) 666-3101

Email: gmendez@guanacaste.ac.cr

Emel Rodriguez Paniagua

Director, Area Conservacion Tempisque
Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia — ACT
5251 Hojancha, Guanacaste

Tel: (506) 659-9311

Fax: (506) 659-9369

Email: emelr@costarricense.cr

Gladys De Marco Gonzalez

Directora de A. C./ ACLAP

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
Frente Camara de Caifieros, San Isidro de
El General

Tel: (506) 771-4836, 771-5116

Fax: (506) 771-3297

Email: demarco@minae.go.cr

Marielos Alfaro Trujillo
Universidad Nacional
Apartado 3000-86

Heredia

(506) 238-0555, 391-1115
Fax: (506) 238-0555

Email: malfarom@cacsa.co.cr

Carlos A. Herrera A.

Subdirector Ejecutivo
FUNDECOR

Apartado 558-1150

San José

Tel: (506) 290-8818

Fax: (506) 232-8020

Email: cherrera@fundecor.org.cr

Maria Elena Mora Madrigal
Directora, Area Conservacion
Tel: (506) 695-5180

Fax: (506) 695-5982

Email: mmora652@hotmail.com

Jorge Rodriguez Quiros

Facilitador de la Estrategia Forestal de Centro
América (EFCA)

Tel: (506) 241-0101

Fax: (506) 24-5140

Email: jorge.rodriguez@iucn.org

Gailimar Navarrete Chacon
FONAFIFO- Servicios Ambientales
Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
San José

Tel: (506) 257-8475

Fax: (506) 257-9695

Email: gnavarette(@fonafifo.com

Alexandra Saenz Faerron
Coordinadora Gestion Recursos
FONAFIFO - MINAE

San José

Tel: (506) 257-8475

Fax: (506) 257-9495

Email: a.saenz@fonafifo.com

Jorge Mario Rodriguez

Director

FONAFIFO — MINAE

Casilla Postal 594-2120

San José

Tel: (506) 257-8475

Fax: (506) 257-9695

Email: jrodriguez@fonafifo.com

Albert Garcia Arguedas
Gestion Recursos
FONAFIFO

Casilla Postal 594-2120

San José

Tel: (506) 257-8475

Fax: (506) 257-9695

Email: agracia@fonafifo.com
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mailto:emelr@costarricense.cr
mailto:demarco@minae.go.cr
mailto:malfarom@cacsa.co.cr
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mailto:mmora652@hotmail.com
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Yendry Suarez Chacon

Coordinadora de Areas del Medio Ambiente
Asociacion Productores La Amistad
ACICAFOC

Altamira de Bialley, B.A., Puntarenas

Tel: (506) 743-1184

Fax: (506) 743-1184

Email: ysuarez@costarricense.cr

Francis Mora Ziiiga

Directivo ACICAFOC

Del Pizza Hut de los Colegios de Moravia
50 Sur Noreste

Moravia

Tel: (506) 240-6274

Fax: (506) 241-1996

Email: oficinaregional@acicafoc.org

Marike Michel

Equipo Técnico ACICAFOC

Del Pizza Hut de los Colegios de Moravia
50 Sur Noreste

Moravia

Tel: (506) 240-6274

Fax: (506) 241-1996

Email: foresteriacom@acicafoc.org

Ginnette A. Cruz Rios

Equipo Técnico ACICAFOC

Del Pizza Hut de los Colegios de Moravia
50 Sur Noreste

Moravia

Tel: (506) 240-6274

Fax: (506) 241-1996

Email: ginnettecruz@yahoo.com

Jorge Eduardo Gonzalez

Fiscal ACICAFOR — ASCOMAFOR
Tel: (506) 475-5092

Fax: (506) 475-5092

Email: ascomafor@costarricense.cr

Evelyn Chavez Juén

Asesora Técnica ACICAFOC
Apartado 2089-1002

San José

Tel: (506) 240-6274

Fax: (506) 241-1996

Email: agroforestal@acicafoc.org

Wilma Angulo Mora

Adquisicion y Consultoria

Fondo Nacional de Financiamiento Forestal
Tel: (506) 257-8475

Fax: (506) 257-9695

Email: wilma@fonafifo.com

Vicente Watson Céspedes
Rep. Direccion Ejecutiva
Centro Cientifico Tropical
Apdo. 8-3870-1000

Tel: (506) 253-3267

Fax: (506) 253-4963
Email: vwatson@cct.org.cr

CUBA

Elias Linares
Director
Direccion Nacional Forestal
Ministerio de Agricultura
Av. Boyeros y Conill, Plaza de la Revolucion
La Habana
Tel: (537) 881-7875
Fax: (537) 881-7875
Email: Elias@enet.cu
elias@agrinfor.cu

CHILE

Juan Claudio Rodriguez

Gerente de Desarrollo y Fomento Forestal
Corporacion Nacional Forestal, CONAF
Avda. Bulnes 285

Santiago

Tel: (56-2) 390-0387

Fax: (56-2) 390-0386

Email: jerodrig@conaf.cl

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Héctor Miguel Abreu

Subsecretario de Recursos Forestales

Secretaria de Medio Ambiente y Recursos

Naturales

Av. Héroes de Luperon esq. George Washington

Edif. ODC, 3er. Piso, Centro de los Héroes

Santo Domingo, D.N.

Tel: (1-809) 533-5183, ext. 224/225/

Celular: 763-09-03

Fax: (1-809) 508-3309

Email: abreu229@hotmail.com
recursosforestales repdom(@yahoo.com
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ECUADOR

Bolivar Roldan Leon

Director Nacional Forestal

Ministerio de Ambiente

Av. Amazonas y Eloy Alfaro,

Edificio MAG, piso 8

Quito

Tel: (593-2) 256-3542

Fax: (593-2) 250-6446

Email: broldan@ambiente.gov.ec
forestal@ambiente.gov.ec

Patricio R. Guaman Lapo

Gerente, Empresa Apicola de Asociacion
Asociacion de Apicultores “San Pedro de
Vilcabamba”

ACICAFOC

Tel: (593-7) 585924

Fax: (593-7) 585924

Email: aaspv@yahoo.com

EL SALVADOR

Josué Mario Guardado

Técnico Forestal

Direccion General de Ordenamiento Forestal,

Cuencas y Riegos

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia

Av. General Artiga 122, Col. San Carlos II

San Salvador, C.A.

Tel: (503) 228-3262

Fax: (503) 228-3262

Email: jguardado@mag.gob.sv
josueg@saltel.net

Leticia Marina Gillén

Vocal Junta Directiva

ACICAFOC

Canton Las Lajas

Izalco — Sonsonete

Tel: (503) 483-4362

Email: lguillenmendez@ yahoo.com

GUATEMALA

Luis Ernesto Barrera Garavito

Gerente, Instituto Nacional de Bosques, INAB
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia y
Alimentacion

7a. Avenida 12-90, Zona 13

Ciudad de Guatemala

Tel: (502) 236-8070/2

Fax: (502) 247-20814/12

Email: gerencia@inab.gob.gt

Gabino Orellana Orellana
Representante Legal
ACODAPCHI

2089 — 1002 San José

Tel: (502) 580-06445

Email: proyectos@inab.gob.gt

Sebastian Gerénimo Pablo

Presidente y Representante Legal
Asociacion de Campesinos Forestales Buena
Vista (ADECAF)

Caserio Buena Vista, Aldea Chichim

Todos Santos, Cuchumatan

Huehuetenango

Tel: (502) 569-90360, cel. 581-47863
Email: eusebio35@hotmail.com

Orlando Cordon Enriquez
ACOFOP
Tel: (502) 786-12558/9

GUYANA

Edward Goberdhan

Head of Finance

Guyana Forestry Commission
Lot 1 Water Street Kingston
P.O.Box 1029

Georgetown

Tel.: (1-592) 225-3897

Fax: (1-592) 226-8956

Email: finance@ forestry.gov.gy

HONDURAS

Joaquin F. Agiiero Lacayo

Interventor (Junta Interventora)
Corporacion Hondurefia de Desarrollo
Forestal (COHDEFOR)

Apartado 1389

Tegucigalpa, M.D.C.

Tel: (504) 223-8810, 235-7833

Fax: (504) 232-6250

Email: joaquin deaguero@yahoo.com

Hilda Hernandez

Subgerente General

Corporacion Hondurefia de Desarrollo
Forestal (AFE/COHDEFOR)
Apartado Postal 1378

Tegucigalpa

Tel: (504) 223-8810

Fax: (504) 223-7387

Email: hildaherdz@yahoo.com
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Juan Blas Zapata
Coordinador

Agenda Forestal Hondurefia
Tegucigalpa 2760

Tel: (504) 238-5530

Email: ath@sduhon.org.hn

Alejandra Teodora Osorto

III Vocal

ACICAFOC

Tel: (504) 240-6274

Email: oficinaregional@acicafoc.org

Victoria Flores Aguilar
Presidenta

Empresa de Transformacion y
Comercializacion Agroforestal
ACICAFOR

1959 Tegucigalpa

Tel: (504) 227-6552

JAMAICA W.I.

Keith Porter

Director of Technical Services
Forestry Department

Ministry of Agriculture

173 Constant Spring Road
Kingston 8

Tel.: (1-876) 924-2667/8

Fax: (1-876) 924-2626

Email: kporter@forestry.gov.jm

MEXICO

Manuel Agustin Reed Segovia

Director General

Comision Nacional Forestal, CONAFOR

Av. Periférico Poniente 5360, esq. Carretera a
Nogales s/n

Col. San Juan de Ocotan

Zapopan, Jal. México 45010

Tel: (5233) 377-77000

Fax: (5233) 311-00820

Email: mreed@conafor.gob.mx

Erika Lopez

Jefe de la Unidad de Cooperacion y
Financiamiento

Comision Nacional Forestal, CONAFOR
Av. Periférico Poniente 5360, esq. Carretera a
Nogales s/n

Col. San Juan de Ocotan

Zapopan, Jal. México 45010

Tel: (52-33) 377-77047, 377-77028

Fax: (52 33) 311-00820

Email: elopez@conafor.gob.mx

Alejandro Jacques Castro

Director de Cooperacion y Financiamiento
Comision Nacional Forestal, CONAFOR

Av. Periférico Poniente 5360, esq. Carretera a
Nogales s/n

Col. San Juan de Ocotan

Zapopan, Jal. Mexico 45010

Tel: (52-33) 377-77000, ext. 1701

Fax: (52 33) 311-00820

Email: ajacques@conafor.gob.mx

Maria Lourdes Anguiano Alfaro
Responsable Técnico Forestal
Comunidad Indigena de Nuevo San Juan
Avda. Madero N° 6, Barrio San Miguel
Coadigo Postal 60490

Parangaricutiro, Michoacan

Tel.: (52-452) 5940056

Fax: (52-452) 5940056

Email: info@comunidadindigena.com.mx

NICARAGUA

Indalecio Rodriguez

Director Ejecutivo, Instituto Nacional
Forestal, INAFOR

Km 12 1/2 Carretera Norte frente a Zona
Franca

Contiguo Edificio MARENA

Managua

Tel: (505) 233-0121

Fax: (505) 233-0013

Email: direjecutiva@tmx.com.ni

Wilfredo 1. Martinez [zaguirrez
Presidente

ADEPROFOCA

Tel: (573) 23561
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Varinia A. Rojas Moncada

Técnico Regional en Area de Agua y Servicios
Ambientales

ACICAFOC

Guadalupe de Pizza Hut

Los Colegion, 50 mts. Noreste

Tel: (506) 818-4548

Email: ambiental@acicafoc.org

THE NETHERLANDS

Kees van Dijk

Head of Biodiversity International
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food
Quality

P.O. Box 482

6720 BL. EDE

Tel: (31-318) 822-840

Fax: (31-318) 822-550

Email: k.van.dijk@minlnv.nl

PANAMA

Ricardo Brown Salazar

Jefe del Servicio Nacional Forestal
Autoridad Nacional del Ambiente
Edificio 804, Albrook

Apartado C, Zona 0843

Balboa, Ancon, Cd. de Panama
Tel: (507) 315-0902

Fax: (507) 315-0902

Email: r.brown@anam.gob.pa

Maria S. Blanco Medina

Socia ACICAFOC

Tel: (507) 236-6217, 295-9655
Fax: (507) 315-9070

PARAGUAY

José Maria Marengo

Director, Servicio Forestal Nacional
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Ruta Mariscal Estigarribia, Km 10 }2
San Lorenzo

Tel: (595-21) 575-562

Fax: (595-21) 575-562/3

Email: marengoj@telesurf.com.py

PERU

Carlos Salinas

Asesor Técnico, Intendencia Forestal y de
Fauna Silvestre

Instituto Nacional de Recursos Naturales
(INRENA)

Ministerio de Agricultura

Avda. Los Petirrojos N° 355

Urb. El Palomar, San Isidro

Lima

Tel: (511) 224-3678

Fax: (511)225-0713

Email: csalinas@inrena.gob.pe

Eleazar Pachari Lopez

Presidente, C.N. Santa Rosa de Chivis
ECOPOYENIRI

C.N. Santa Rosa Chivis

Pto. Bermudez

Tel: (51-63) 820-386

Hildebrando Rufner

Presidente, Coordinadora Agroforestal
Indigena, COICAP

Lima 14

Tel: (511) 266-0580

Fax: (511) 266-0580

Email: coicap@sifocom.org.pe

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Kenny Singh

Head, Private and Community Forestry
Forestry Division

Ministry of Public Utilities and the
Environment

Long Circular Road

St. James

Tel.: (1-868) 622-3217

Fax: (1-868) 628-5503

Email: forestry@tstt.net.tt

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Ariel E. Lugo

Director

International Institute of Tropical Forestry
USDA Forest Service

Calle Ceiba 1201

Jardin Botanico Sur

00926-1119 Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico

Tel: (787) 7665-335

Fax: (787) 7666-263

Email: alugo@fs.fed.us
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URUGUAY

Atilio Gerardo Ligrone Greco

Director General

Direccion General Forestal

Ministerio de Ganaderia, Agricultura y Pesca
18 de Julio 1455

Montevideo

Tel: (59-82) 401-9707

Fax: (59-82) 401-9706

Email: aligrone@mgap.gub.uy

VENEZUELA

Renzo Silva

Director General

Direccion General de Bosques

Ministerio del Ambiente y de los Recursos

Naturales

Torre Sur, piso 22, Centro Simén Bolivar

El Silencio, Caracas

Tel: (58-212) 408-1252/1253

Fax: (58-212) 408-1254

Email: rsilva@marn.gov.ve
renzosilva2002@yahoo.es

Pedro F. Gelvez

Miembro

Cooperativa Rio Zapa

Tel: (58-276) 928-1917
Email: evielma@cantv.net

Jesus A. Molina

Directivo

Cooperativa Agroecologica Anara
Tel: (58-278) 262-5144, 414-3838
Email: evielma@cantv.net

REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
United Nations Development Programme, UNDP

José¢ Manuel Hermida

UNDP Resident Representative in Costa Rica

Oficentro La Virgen #2, de la Embajada Americana 300
Sur y 200m Sureste, Pavas

San José, Costa Rica

Tel: (506) 296-1544

Fax: (506) 296-1545

Email: registry.cr@undp.org

United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP

Julio Calderon

Regional Coordinator

Unit of Natural Resources

Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean
Blvd. de los Virreyes 155, Lomas de Virreyes

C. P. 11000, México D. F.

Tel: (52-55) 5202-4841/6913/6394 (Ext. 514)

Fax: (52-55) 5202-0950/5520-7668

Email: julio.calderon@pnuma.org
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Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and UNEP

Jorge Illueca

Principle Forest and Environment Policy Officer
UNFF Secretariat

Two Unite Nations Plaza, Room DC2-2282
New York, NY 10017, USA

Tel: (1-917) 367-3436

Fax: (1-917) 367-3186

Email: Illueca@un.org

Inter-American Development Bank, IDB

José Leyton

Asesor Forestal

Apartado 3180

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Tel.: (504) 223-7680

Fax: (504) 239-7953

Email: probosqueleyton@yahoo.es

OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture, IICA

José Carlos Arze

Coordinator of Projects

San Isidro de Coronado

San José, Costa Rica

Tel: (506) 216-0222, ext. 0731
Fax: (506) 216-0258

Email: jose.carlos.arze@iica.int

Central American Commission for Environment and Development, CCAD

Bruno Busto Brol

Blvd. Orden de Malta Sur N* 470, Santa Elena
Antiguo Cuscatlan, La Libertad

El Salvador, San Salvador

Tel: (503) 289-6131

Fax: (503) 289-6127

Email: bbrol@ccad.ws

Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center, CATIE

José Joaquin Campos Arce

Subdirector General

Director del Departamento Recursos Naturales y Ambiente
CATIE 7170

Turrialba, Costa Rica

Tel: (506) 556-0401, 558-2318

Fax: (506) 556-2430

Email: jcampos@catie.ac.cr
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Nacional Financiera / COINBIO

Barbara Baltazar Mendoza

Coordinadora Técnica

Nacional Financiera / COINBIO

Av. Carmelina N° 3311, Fracc. Las Américas
C.P. 58270

Morelia, Michoacan, México

Tel.: (443) 315-9028

Fax: (443) 315-9241

Email: gbarbara@nafin.gob.mx

OBSERVERS FROM INTERNATIONAL NON-GOBERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

International Union of Forest Research Organizations, [IUFRO

Heinrich Schmutzenhdofer

IUFRO Representative for Latin America
Huérfanos 554

Santiago, Chile

Tel: (56-2) 693-0820

Email: hschmutz@iufro.org

Center for International Forestry Research, CIFOR

Markku Kanninen

Director

Environmental Services and Sustainable Use of Forests
Situ Gede, Sindangbarang

Bogor Barat 16680, Indonesia

Tel: (62-251) 622-622

Fax: (62-251) 622-100

Email: m.kanninen@cgiar.org

World Conservation Union, IUCN

Alberto Salas

Coordinador para Mesoamérica
Conservacion de Bosques y Areas Protegidas
Apartado 146-2150

Moravia, Costa Rica

Tel: (506) 241-0101

Fax: (506) 240-9934

Email: alberto.salas@iucn.org

Juergen Nauber

Coordinador Regional
Apartado 146-2150

Moravia, Costa Rica

Tel: (506) 241-0101

Fax: (506) 240-9934

Email: jurgen.nauber@iucn.org
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Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Technische Zusammenarbeit, GTZ

Claudia Mayer

Proyecto de Conservacion del Bosque Tropical de la Amazonia
Calle San Salvador E7 - 134 y M. Carrion

Casilla 17-07-8721

Quito, Ecuador

Tel: (593-2) 254-1195

Fax: (593-2) 254-1195

Email: Claudia.mayer@gtz.de

Bosques, Sociedad y Desarrollo, BSD

José Dancé

Consultor

Lima, Pera

Tel: (511) 449-7411, 224-5581
Fax: (511) 224-8597

Email: josedance26@hotmail.com

TECHNICAL COOPERATION PROJECTS

Carlos Alberto Calvo Sanabria

Director Nacional

Proyecto TCP/COS/2901 (A)

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia, MINIA
Apartado 10.104

1000 San José, Costa rica

Tel: (506) 283-8004

Fax: (506) 283-7343

Email: carcalvo@minae.go.cr

Lidia Noches Gonzalez

Asistente

Proyecto TCP/COS/2901 (A)

Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia, MINAE
Apartado Postal 730-2300 Curridabat

San José, Costa Rica

Tel: (506) 2200511, 2838004, ext. 125

Fax: (506) 2328848

Email: lidia@datum.net / Inoches@minae.go.cr

HOST COUNTRY SECRETARIAT

Etilma Morales

Facilitadora Areas de Conservacion
Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
Apartado 10.104

1000 San José

Tel: (506) 283-8004 ext. 109

Fax: (506) 283-7118

Email: etmorales@minae.go.cr
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Keilyn Vargas Mesén
Asistente Administrativa

Sistema Nacional de Areas de Conservacion (SINAC), MINAE

Apartado 10.104

1000 San José

Tel: (506) 283-8004 ext. 109
Fax: (506) 283-7118

Mauricio Alvarado A.
Gerente

Calderon y Alvarado S.A.
Tel: (506) 523-99-74

San José

ORGANIZING COMMISSION GOVERMENT OF COSTA RICA

Jorge Rodriguez
Sonia Lobo

Carlos Calvo
Osvaldo Ramirez
Alfonso Barrantes
Evelyn Chavez
Rautl Solorzano
Carlos Herrera
Etilma Morales
Alberto Chinchilla

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS (FAO)

Hosny El-Lakany

Assistant Director-General
Forestry Department

FAO

Rome, Italy

Tel: (39-06) 570-55879

Fax: (39-06) 570-55137

Email: Hosny.Ellakany@fao.org

Carlos Marx R. Carneiro

Senior Forestry Officer

FAO Regional Office for Latin America and
the Caribbean

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

Tel: (56-2) 337-2214

Fax: (56-2) 337-2101

Email: Carlos.Carneiro@fao.org

Douglas Kneeland

Chief, Forestry Information

and Liaison Service

Forestry Department

FAO

Rome, Italy

Tel: (39-06) 570-53925

Fax: (39-06) 570-52151

Email: Douglas.Kneeland@fao.org

Merilio Morell

Forestry Officer, Forestry Policy and
Institutions Service

Forestry Department

FAO

Rome, Italy

Tel: (39-06) 570-54140

Fax: (39-06) 570-55137

Email: Merilio.Morell@fao.org
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Mike Jurvelius

Forestry Officer, Forest Resources
Development Service

Forestry Department, FAO

Rome, Italy

Tel: (39-06) 570-55866

Fax: (39-06) 570-55137

Email: Mike.Jurvelius@fao.org

Mario Mengarelli

Forestry Officer

FAO Regional Office for Latin America and
the Caribbean

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

Tel: (56-2)337-2213

Fax: (56-2)337-2101

Email: Mario.Mengarelli@fao.org

Ignacio Bustos

Regional Adviser, National Forest
Programmes

FAO Regional Office for Latin America and
the Caribbean

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

Tel: (56-2)337-2189

Fax: (56-2)337-2136

Email: Ignacio.Bustos@fao.org

Claus M. Eckelmann

Forestry Officer

Subregional Office for the Caribbean
P.O. Box 631-C

Bridgetown, Barbados

Tel: (1-246) 426-7111

Fax: (1-246) 427-6075

Email: Claus.Eckelmann@fao.org

Froylan Castafieda

Forestry Officer, Forest Resources
Development Service

Forestry Department

FAO

Rome, Italy

Tel.: (39-06) 570 53834

Fax: (39-06) 570 55137

Email: Froylan.castaneda@fao.org

Eduardo Mansur

Forestry Officer, Forestry Policy and
Institutions Service

Forestry Department

FAO

Rome, Italy

Tel.: (39-06) 570 54688

Fax: (39-06) 570 55137

Email: eduardo.mansur@fao.org

Patricia Tendi

Meetings Officer

Forestry Information and Liaison Service
Forestry Department, FAO

Rome, Italy

Tel: (39-06) 570-54309

Fax: (39-06) 570-52151

Email: Patricia.Tendi@fao.org

Nancy Ayub A.

Assistant Forestry Group

FAO Regional Office for Latin America and
the Caribbean

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

Tel: (56-2) 337-2215

Fax: (56-2)337-2101

Email: Nancy.Ayub@fao.org

Maria Isabel Vergara

Administrative Assistant

National Forest Programmes

FAO Regional Office for Latin America
and the Caribbean

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

Tel: (56-2) 337-2188

Fax: (56-2)337-2136

Email: Marialsabel.Vergara@fao.org

Simone de Hek

Associate Professional Officer

FAO Regional Office for Latin America and
the Caribbean

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

Tel: (56-2) 337-2186

Fax: (56-2) 337-2136

Email: Simone.dehek@fao.org
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Torsten Frisk

Consultant

FAO Regional Office for Latin America and
the Caribbean

Casilla 10095

Santiago, Chile

Tel: (56-2) 233-0098

Email: Torstenfrisk@terra.cl

INTERPRETERS

Dina Kuriansky

Ana Maria Kucharik de Sotelo
Elizabeth M. Lewis

Mario Samper
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APPENDIX C
LIST OF DOCUMENTS
Agenda
item Code Title
1 FO:LACFC/2004/1 Provisional Agenda
3 FO:LACFC/2004/2 State of Forestry in the Region: 2002-2004
4 FO:LACFC/2004/3 Review of FAO Regular and Field
Programmes, including follow-up to the
recommendations and requests of the 22"
Session of the Commission
5 FO:LACFC/2004/4 In-session Seminar: Forestry Sector Outlook
Study for Latin America and the Caribbean
7 FO:LACFC/2004/5 In-session Seminar: National Forest Programmes

Information documents

and International Dialogue on Forests —
Strengthening regional action

FO:LACFC/2004/INF.1 Information Note

FO:LACFC/2004/INF.2 Provisional timetable

FO:LACFC/2004/INF.3 List of documents

FO:LACFC/2004/INF.4 Report on the outcome of the XII World Forestry
Congress

FO:LACFC/2004/INF.5 Regional code of practice for reduced impact forest

harvesting in tropical moist forest of Latin America
and the Caribbean
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Country reports received from:

Argentina

Belize

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica

Cuba

Dominican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvador
Guatemala

Guyana

Haiti

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Trinidad and Tobago
Uruguay

Venezuela
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APPENDIX D

WORKPLANS OF THE SUBREGIONAL GROUPS OF THE COMMISSION:
CARIBBEAN, AMAZON, MESO-AMERICA, SOUTHERN CONE
WORKPLAN OF THE CARIBBEAN SUBREGIONAL GROUP
Countries participating in the meeting of the Group: Belize, Cuba, Dominican Repubic, ,
Guyana, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and the United States of America. The
Dominican Republic holds the Vice-Chair of the Caribbean Subregional Group for the

period 2004-2006.

The practice to carry out the work of the Caribbean Subregional Group in small working

groups will continue. The main reason is that cooperation is focused, concentrating on

countries with similar social and ecological conditions.

Up to now activities were undertaken in three main groups:

1. Small- and medium-sized English-speaking islands: Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados.
Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago,

2. French and Spanish-speaking islands: Cuba, Dominican Republic and Haiti.

3. Countries with large areas of forests: Belize, Guyana, French Guyana and Suriname.

The definition of these working groups is not exclusive. Participation in regional activities will

also depend on the interest of the respective country. In past meetings countries from different

working groups also participated.

PLAN OF ACTIVITIES FOR 2004-2006

Principal thematic areas of common interest

. Development of programmes for forest fire management. A decision was taken that the
Caribbean Subregional Group would be the appropriate mechanism for the undertaking
of activities of a Caribbean network on forest fire. Within two years it will be decided if
an independent Caribbean network will be established or if the Subregional Group will
continue coordinating activities.

. Methodologies for the preparation of forest inventories, including the preparation of
maps.

. Development of community and participatory forestry.

. Development of criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management.

. Development of an appraisal methodology of environmental services and its inclusion in

the national accounts.
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Exchange and management of information

A rough draft of a format for a Web site of the Caribbean Subregional Group was discussed
and the Group agreed and supported the institutionalization of a page presented within the
framework of the LACFC Web site.

Activities proponed by the working groups

Small-and medium-sized English-speaking islands

. Combating Forest fire
0 Training in combating forest fire. A workshop for 25 foresters on adequate techniques
will be carried out in Trinidad. Trinidad and Tobago will provide the local logistics.
The NGO TNC has offered training personnel and FAO will facilitate the participation
of some countries of the Region in 2005.

0 Develop a data base programme for the monitoring of forest fire based on the Trinidad
and Tobago protocols on forest fire. Carry out a two-day regional workshop in
Trinidad for gathering and evaluation of forest fire data. The activities for 2005-2006
will be carried out with contributions from Trinidad and Tobago, the USDA Forest
Service, and FAO.

. Forest inventory and mapping
0 Workshop on methodology for preparation of forest inventories and forest mapping for
the development of a Project on forest inventory and mapping, which will be offered
by FAO in 2005.

. Development of community and participatory forestry
0 Regional workshop on the participatory method for community forest management.
Planned for Guyana based on the experiences of an international project on
participatory methods for forest management. Potential facilitators: FAO, Guyana and
the Forest Project, for 2005.

. Mitigation of cyclone effects for the forestry sector
o Preparation of a study for mitigation of cyclone effects, recommending methods for
better use of wood products, including first steps for the rehabilitation of affected
areas.

French and Spanish-speaking islands

. Combating Forest fire

Cuba and Dominican Republic have institutional and organizational arrangements for the
prevention and control of forest fire. It was decided to carry out the following steps:

0 Cuba offered to send to the Sub-secretary of Forest Resources a copy of its Strategy
and Plan for the Prevention and Control of Forest Fires for 2004.

0 The Dominican Republic will identify its needs and training areas for strengthening the
national programme on control and prevention of fire for 2005.

0 Expert consultation on forest fire in 2006 for the development of a monitoring
methodology of forest fire with the contribution of Cuba, Dominican Republic, NGOs
and FAO.
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J Forest inventory and mapping
0 Workshop for the revision of the methodology for forest surveys in the Dominican
Republic in 2005 with the participation of Cuba and Puerto Rico. A five-day
workshop is proposed with the contribution of the Sub-secretary of Forest Resources,
FAO, and the participating countries.

. Criteria and indicators
0 Cuba carried out the development of criteria and indicators for sustainable forest
management based on the Lepaterique Process. Criteria and indicators were identified
to be applied in the 400 existing forest units. It was agreed to undertake the following
steps:

i. The Forestry Division of Cuba will send to the Sub-secretariat of Forest Resources of
the Dominican Republic its criteria and indicators as well as the documents of the
evaluation of the application of those indicators.

ii. For the revision of the criteria and indicators contained in the technical standards, a
regional workshop will be held in 2006 in the Dominican Republic with the
participation of representatives from Cuba, Puerto Rico and Haiti with the support of
the participating countries and FAO.

Countries with large areas of forest

The working group of the Caribbean countries with large areas of forests (Belize, Guyana, French
Guyana and Suriname) will carry out a fifth technical meeting on management and monitoring of
forest harvesting practices. Two possible themes were suggested: Chainsaw logging or approaches
to forest certification.

WORKPLAN OF THE AMAZON SUBREGIONAL GROUP

Countries participating in the meeting of the Group: Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador,
Guyana and Venezuela. Venezuela holds the Vice-Chair of the Amazon Subregional
Group for the period 2004-2006.

1.  Information system

Title: Develop the first elements of a subregional information system for: (i) Forest
cover; and (ii) Information on national accounts.

Activities

1. Feasibility analysis for the application of the CYBER/DETEC system in the
countries of the subregion.

ii.  Install and train local/national institutions for the adequate operation of the
monitoring system of the forest cover, through a training workshop for 25 people
in Brazil.

iii.  Study of the account mechanisms of the forestry sector in the national public
accounts.

iv.  Workshop with the forestry and financial sectors to discuss criteria to include the
forestry sector in a segregated way in the national public accounts.
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v.  Include in the Web Site of the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO)
the information generated in an aggregated form for the subregion and for the
countries.

Inputs and possible sources of financing

1. One month of consultancy (FAO).
ii.  Organization costs for two workshops (Brazil), fares and daily subsistence
allowance (to be defined).

2.  International agreements

Title: To promote areas for discussion of: (i) Implementation of international agreements
at a regional level; and (ii) to reflect on the agreements, experiences and regional
demands.

Activities

1. Two video conferences (Dec. 2004 and Mar. 2005).
ii.  Establish a follow-up mechanism for the proposals of the Intergovernmental Panel
and Forum on Forests (IPF/IFF).

Inputs and possible sources of financing

1. One month of consultancy (FAO).
ii.  Include in the workshop of Criteria and Indicators of the International Tropical
Timber Organization (ITTO).

3.  Mechanisms for consultation and dialogue

Title: Promote an institutionalized space, within the countries, for dialogue and
consultation of the forestry sector, defining principles for its means of functioning.

Activities
i.  Complement and extend the study made within the framework of the national
forest programmes.
ii.  Carry out a consultation workshop, involving the different civil society stakeholder

groups to define those principles.

Inputs and possible sources of financing

1. One month of consultancy (resources to be defined).
ii.  Organization of the workshop (resources to be defined).

4.  Financing Mechanisms

Title: Define the necessary conditions to capture/attract investments and financing for
sustainable forest management.
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Activities

i.  Carry out a study of the variables/factors which restrict/stimulate/justify the
investments and financing, in a specific and general way, for sustainable forest
management.

ii.  Promote internal debate in the countries and in the Region on the issue.

iii. Promote debate with investors in the sector.

Inputs and possible sources of financing

1. One consultancy (FAO).
ii.  Two regional workshops (sources of resources to be defined).

Other items of interest

Other items were also considered important, however it was considered that they could
overload the plan of work for the period 2004-2006. Nevertheless, the Group recommended
to keep in mind as a high priority for the next period the following items:

1. Cross-border control of illegal logging.
ii. Training and forest education structure.

WORKPLAN OF THE MESO-AMERICA SUBREGIONAL GROUP

Countries participating in the meeting of the Group: Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panama. Costa Rica holds the Vice-Chair
of the Meso-America Subregional Group for the period 2004-2006.

1. Activity Title

Define, disseminate and consolidate a common vision to facilitate a development process for the
forest sector in Central America and Mexico, in harmony with the relevant international
commitments and recommendations.

Main activity: Recognize the Lepaterique Process as the reference framework to orient the criteria
and indicators.

Expected result: Criteria and indicators to be applied in at least four countries.

Period: 2 years
Participating countries: Meso-America
Possible financing: FAO

Main activity: CTB and CTAP of the CCAD propose meetings with coordinators of regional
projects to identify activities of interest.

Expected result: Forestry and protected areas components of the different regional projects will
integrate efforts.

Period: 2 years
Participating countries: Central America and Mexico
Possible financing: FAO
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Main activity: Establish the Meso-American Network of Permanent Monitoring of Natural Forests.

Expected result: The Meso-American Network of Permanent Monitoring of Natural Forests
created and in operation.

Period: 2 years
Participating countries: Central America and Mexico
Possible financing: FAO

Main activity: Inclusion of the concept of a “biological corridor” in the strategies of development
of the forestry sector in the Subregion.

Expected result: Strengthening of the National Committees of Biological Corridors to include this
concept in the workplans of forestry sector institutions.

Period: Two years
Participating countries: Meso-America
Possible financing: To be defined.

2. Activity Title

To facilitate the preparation or up-dating of policies, plans or national forest programmes in the
countries of the Region, as well as their implementation through dynamic processes and with the
participation of the relevant sectors.

Main activity: Belize has negotiated its project support with FAO.

Expected result: Plans or national forest programmes in the seven countries of the Region being
implemented.

Period: Two years
Participating countries: Central America and Mexico
Possible financing: FAO, World Bank, The Government of The Netherlands

Main activity: Guatemala has updated its forestry policy.

Expected result: Plans or national forest programmes in the seven countries of the region are being
implemented.

Period: Two years
Participating countries: Central America and Mexico
Possible financing: FAO, World Bank, The Government of The Netherlands

Main activity: Nicaragua reassuming its national forest programme supported by the World Bank

Resultado esperado: Plans or national forest programmes in the seven countries of the region being
implemented.

Period: Two years
Participating countries: Central America and Mexico
Possible financing: FAO, World Bank, The Government of The Netherlands

Main activity: Panama has negotiated its project of support to national forest programmes.
Expected result: Plans or national forest programmes in the seven countries of the Region are being
implemented.
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Period: Two years
Participating countries: Central America and Mexico
Possible financing: FAO, World Bank, The Government of The Netherlands

Main activity: Identify and apply the necessary financial mechanisms to promote the forestry
sector as a strategy for sustainable development.

Expected result: FAO/Netherlands Project for the development of financial mechanisms approved
and in execution.

Period: Two years
Participating countries: Central America and Mexico
Possible financing: FAO, World Bank, The Government of The Netherlands

Main activity: To provide grassroots organizations with technical and administrative training so
they can actively participate in the national forest programmes of their respective countries.

Expected result: grassroots organizations participating actively in national forest programmes.
Period: Two years
Participating countries: Central America and Mexico

Possible financing: FAO, World Bank, The Government of The Netherlands

Main activity: Support to the Forestry Administration of El Salvador in the organization of the IV
Central American Forestry Congress.

Expected result: organization of IV Central American Forestry Congress.
Period: Two years

Participating countries: Central America and Mexico

Possible financing: To be defined.

3. Activity Title

Identify and develop regional projects in support of the national forest programmes which would
allow support to the countries to face high-priority forest problems in the Region.

Main activity: Preparation of project proposals and negotiation with possible donors.

Expected result: At least four projects in negotiation, two of them financed:
- Financial mechanisms

- Governability

- Adaptation to climate changes

- Forests and climate changes.

Period: Two years
Participating countries: Central America and Mexico

Possible financing: FAO/Government of The Netherlands

Main activity: Identification of activities to be developed within the Central American Forestry
Strategy (EFCA), with the support of the National Forest Programme Facility.

Expected result: EFCA Projects prioritized for financing of the Facility.

Period: Two years
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Participating countries: Central America and Mexico
Possible financing: FAO/Government of The Netherlands

Main activity: Participation and support to meetings of the Regional Working Groups on Forest
Fire, Pests and Forest Diseases.

Expected result: Regional group of coordination on fire and pests management operating and
implementing the Regional Fire Plan and the Regional Strategy on Health and Forest Management.

Period: Two years

Participating countries: Central America and Mexico
Possible financing: FAO/Government of The Netherlands

WORKPLAN OF THE SOUTHERN CONE SUBREGIONAL GROUP
Countries participating in the meeting of the Group: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay
and Uruguay. Chile holds the Vice-Chair of the Southern Cone Subregional Group for
the period 2004-2006.
1. Activity Title

Strengthening of the forest information systems for the preparation and validation of criteria and
indicators for the sustainable forest management in the Subregion (Montreal Process).

Main activities and period

e  Reformulate the existing Project profile and others on the basis of the inputs generated during
the period 2002-2004.

e  Oversee its presentation to financing sources.

e  Execution of the project with validation of the main selected indicators.

Expected results
Information systems operating with validated criteria and indicators.

Participating countries

Argentina, Chile Paraguay and Uruguay, and The Netherlands as observer.

Possible source of financing

. FAO Technical Cooperation Programme.
. Support from the Secretariat of the Montreal Process.

2. Activity Title
Strategies and financial mechanisms for the conservation and sustainable utilization of forests.
Main activities

. Identification and analysis of financial mechanisms.
. Financial strategy within the framework of the countries’ forest programmes.
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Expected results

Strengthening of the financial strategy of the forest programmes.

Participating countries

Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay, and The Netherlands as observer.

Possible source of financing

The Government of The Netherlands.

AGREEMENT

We, the group of countries from the Southern Cone, decided to join the formulation process of the
proposal which will follow the dialogue on forests in Latin America. To do so, the group will act
through its Vice-president in coordination with the formulation group of project PUEMBO II.



36 FO:LACFC/2004/REP

APPENDIX E

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS IN SIDE MEETINGS

1. The participants at the meeting on land tenure and integrated rural development
concluded that community forest development was conditional upon sound agrarian legislation
and clear provisions on the assignment of land ownership.

2. The meeting on forest law compliance and forest management elucidated the nature
of the problem of illegal forest extraction that affected countries in the Region and its
associated activities, its causes and known extent, its consequences, and the manner in which it
was being controlled. The presentation by Costa Rica and the ensuing discussions examined
lessons learned in the design of control actions and identified the need to address the problem
in its socio-economic dimension, actively involving civil society and local authorities in the
exercise of control, and the need to carefully consider the implications of excessive regulation
of forest management on the occurrence of the problem.

3. The participants at the meeting on innovative financial mechanisms for the
development of the forestry sector analysed two financial mechanisms for sustainable forest
management that had been successfully promoted by small producers in Costa Rica. The key to
success had been the existence of an appropriate legal framework, institutional transparency
and political will.

4. The participants at the meeting on trade agreements (Free Trade Area of the
Americas — FTAA) and the role of the forestry sector focused on the problem of tariff and
non-tariff barriers and other measures affecting the export and trade of forest products. They
singled out the strong connection that existed between certification and trade of forest products
and recommended that FAO follow this topic up in order to assess its potential impact. Trade
in environmental goods and services was also discussed, leading to the suggestion that related
national strategies be developed for the benefit of the developing countries. The participants
also stated that stronger regional cooperation, reciprocal relations between countries and
regional trade blocs and improved data and information were instrumental in the formulation
and implementation of such strategies.

5. The participants at the meeting on the development of a regional code of practice for
reduced impact forest harvesting in tropical moist forests of Latin America and the
Caribbean received the information on work relating to the code with interest. Various
countries announced their intention to collaborate. Venezuela expressed its willingness to
provide opportunities for testing application of the forest harvesting rules once these were
available. Guyana made reference to training facilities. Brazil and Colombia emphasized the
need to review and consider the efforts and experiences that already existed in the Region. The
participants recommended that the rules be extended to all forests in the Region as some
countries had large areas of non-tropical forest. They also underlined the need to consider the
codes that had already been formulated or were in the process of being formulated by other
authorities and initiatives.

6. The participants at the meeting on strengthening the LACFC as a venue for
dialogue on international forest policy issues drew attention to the unclear future of the
international arrangement on forests when the UNFF concluded its life span in 2005; the low
status on the international forest agenda of aspects that were of priority interest to forest
development in the Region; the need for greater involvement of national forest authorities in
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international negotiating processes; the need to reach regional agreements so that sustainable
forest management proposals could be placed before the global bodies, and the possible role of
the LACFC as a venue for reaching such agreements for the Region.

7. The participants at the meeting on criteria and indicators for sustainable forest
management pointed out that criteria and indicators are an important mechanism to help
define an ecosystem approach for sustainable forest management and constitute a useful tool to
monitor, assess and report on progress towards sustainable forest management. Therefore,
there must be continued efforts to improve the management and systematization of forestry
information to support improved forest management.
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

Argentina
Barbados
Belize
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvador
France
Guatemala
Guyana
Haiti

Honduras

Jamaica

Mexico

The Netherlands
Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Saint Kitts and Nevis
St. Lucia

Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago
United Kingdom
United States of America
Uruguay

Venezuela



