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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE ORGANIZATION

1 Rule X1X-2 of the General Rules of the Organization (GRO) provides that any application
for membership or associate membership "shall be transmitted immediately by the Director-General
to Member Nations and shall be placed on the agenda of the next Conference session which opens
not less than 30 days from the receipt of the application”.

2. Acrticle 11-2 of the Constitution provides that any nation applying for membership shall
submit a "declaration made in a formal instrument that it will accept the obligations of the
Constitution as in force at the time of admission™.

3. Rule XIX-1 GRO provides that this formal instrument may accompany or follow the
application, and in the latter case "shall reach the Director-General not later than the opening day of
the Conference session at which the admission of the applicant is to be considered.

4. To date the Director-General has received formal application for membership from the
following countries:

The Republic of Belarus

An application for membership was received on 12 May 2004, signed by the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Belarus dated 25 March 2004 (Appendix A). This application was communicated by
Circular Letter G/CA 11/1 of 14 July 2004 to FAO Member Nations by the Director-General in
pursuance of his responsibilities under Rule XIX-2 of the General Rules of the Organization. A
formal instrument of acceptance of the relevant obligations of the Constitution of FAO, signed by the
President of the Republic of Belarus dated 25 August 2005 was received on 2 November 2005

(Appendix B).
The Principality of Andorra

The Director-General also received a formal application for membership from the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Principality of Andorra on 19 October 2005 in the form of a letter dated 18
October 2005 (Appendix C). Given that the internal constitutional processes for FAO membership
have not yet been concluded, the application for membership will have to be deferred to a subsequent
session of the FAO Conference

For reasons of economy, this document is produced in a limited number of copies. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to
bring it to the meetings and to refrain from asking for additional copies, unless strictly indispensable.
Most FAO meeting documents are available on Internet at www.fao.org
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Relevant Texts

5. The following texts are relevant to the procedure for the admission of additional Member
Nations to the Organization:

@ Aurticle 11, paragraph 2 of the Constitution: the Conference may, by a two-thirds majority of
the votes cast, provided that a majority of the Member Nations of the Organization is present, decide
to admit as additional Members to the Organization.

(b) Rule Xl1I-3 (c) GRO: when a two-thirds majority of the votes cast is required, the total
number of affirmative and negative votes cast shall be more than one-half of the Member Nations of
the Organization.

© Rule XI1-9 (a) GRO: admission of additional Member Nations shall be decided by secret
ballot.

6. The following provisions are also relevant:

@ Avrticle XVI1I11-2 of the Constitution: each Member Nation undertakes to contribute annually
to the Organization its share of the Budget, as apportioned by the Conference.

(b) Article XVIII-3 of the Constitution: each Member Nation shall, upon approval of its
application, pay as its first contribution a proportion, to be determined by the Conference, of the
budget for the current financial period.

(©) Regulation 5.8 of the Financial Reqgulations: any nation admitted to membership shall pay a
contribution to the budget for the financial period in which its membership becomes effective. Such
contributions begin with the quarter in which the application was approved. In addition, all new
Member Nations shall be required to make advances to the Working Capital Funds in an amount
determined by the Conference.
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APPENDIX A

Unofficial translation

PRIME MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Minsk, 25 March 2004

Distinguished Mr. Director-General,

I have the honour to inform you that the Republic of Belarus expresses its intention to
apply for membership in the Food an Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. | therefore,
request that, in conformity with Rule XIX, Paragraph 2 of the General Rules of the Organization,
this letter be regarded as an application to be laid before the session of the Conference of the
Organization.

The Republic of Belarus will accept the obligations of membership in the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations as laid down in the Constitution of that
Organization, and undertakes fully and faithfully to carry out these obligations after the necessary
national legal procedures are implemented, upon which you will be duly informed.

Please accept, Mr. Director-General, the assurances of my highest consideration.

S. Sidorsky

His Excellency

Mr. Jacques Diouf
Director-General

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

Rome
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APPENDIX B

Ne 1732/1

The Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
in the Italian Republic presents its compliments
to the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the
United Nations and has the honour to transmit
enclosed herewith the original of the Instrument
of Ratification whereby the Republic of Belarus
accepts and undertakes to carry out the
membership obligations under the FAQ
Constitution as in force at the time of
admission, and the unofficial translation of the
said Instrument into English.

The Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
in the Italian Republic avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations
the assurances of its high /g esgi%\?gon.

L

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANISATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS
Rome
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Hanpimaameusl Cxoa Pacny6aiki beaapycn
3axonam ag 19 aimens 2005 roga parsidikapay

Kancreirynsno Xap4yosaii i ceibckaracnaxapuaii apraizameri
A0’ aaaaneix Haugerii,
sikasi Ob11a npbiaaTa Kandepanneisii Xapuosaii i
ceJibCKaracnagap4ai apragizansl A6’ sanansix Haosrit (PAO) y
r. Keeteky 16 kacrperanika 1945 roaa,
3 HACTYNHAaI1 3asABaii:

“IlppiBitel 1  IMYHIT3TEL  CIyXKOOBEIM  acobam  Xapwopail i
celbcKaracragapdaii aprasizaneli A0 sapmanerx Hamprit (@AO) Oymyns
Jasanua ¥ agmasensacdi 3 Jamatkam Il (mpyri mepariepkansl TOKCT)
“XapuoBaid 1 cenbcKaracmagap4as apraizansid A6’ sgHanex Harpiit” ma
Kanpenirpli ab nphIBUIESX 1 iIMyHITITAX CHENBITI3ABAHEIX YCTAHOY, AKas
Obima 3anBepmxaHa [ewepanphail Acambriestt AAH 21 mictamana
1947 roma”,

i 3agynse, MTO BBIMNPHAAZHAYAHBI JaraBop Oya3e HAYXiabHa i
nobpacymiieHHZ BBIKOHBAINA.

V cBequanHe uaro I[Ipssimear Pacmy6miki Bemapyck mammicay oty
I'pamaty a0 paTsIdikalipli i 3ManaBay se cBail ruaTkai.
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Mincxk

«Z5» >1<Hi37H;15720 Ay e AN Pacny6aiki Benapyceb

3managay
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Unofficial Translation from Belarusian

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
proclaims that

The National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus by the Law
on 19 July 2005 ratified

The Constitution of the Food and Agriculture Organisation
of the United Nations adopted at the Conference of the Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO)
in Quebec on 16 October 1945

with the following declaration:

“The privileges and immunities to the officials of the Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAQ) shall be granted in accordance with Annex 1I (second revised text) “The Food
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations” to the Convention on the Privileges
and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies approved by the General Assembly of the
United Nations on 21 November 1947

and declares that the obligations under the aforesaid Annexes to the Constitution
will be strictly and faithfully observed.

In witness whereof the President of the Republic of Belarus has signed this
Instrument of Ratification and authenticated it with his Seal.

Minsk (signature) . President
25 August 2005 of the Republic of Belarus
Countersigned by

Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Belarus

(signature)
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APPENDIX C

THE MINISTER
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF ANDORRA

Andorra la Vella, 18 October 2005

His Excellency

Mr Jacques Diouf

Director-General

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

Rome

Italy

Sir,

I have the honour to inform you herewith that the Andorran Government requests that the
Principality of Andorra be admitted as a member of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, subject to parliamentary approval. In accordance with Rule XI1X-2 of the General
Rules of the Organization, | should therefore be grateful if you could submit this application for
membership to the 33™ session of the Conference of FAO which will be held in Rome in November
2005.

Once parliamentary approval and the instrument of acceptance have been issued, the
Andorran Government will be a position to accept the obligations of membership of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations as defined in the Constitution of FAO and will fulfil
those obligations as in force at the time of admission.

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration.
[signed]
Juli Minoves Triquell

Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Culture and Cooperation



