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I. BACKGROUND 
1. Following the recommendation of the Joint Meeting of the Thirty-first Session of the 
Intergovernmental Group on Hard Fibres and the Thirty-third Session of the Intergovernmental 
Group on Jute, Kenaf and Allied Fibres in December 2000, the fourth Intersessional Consultation 
on Natural Fibres was held in London on 26 November 2001.  

2. The Consultation was arranged in co-operation with the London Sisal Association and 
was chaired by Mr Peter Clasen from Germany. It was attended by 30 participants from Brazil, 
India, South Africa, Tanzania, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland and the United Kingdom 
(See List of Participants in Annex 1). Discussions at the Consultation were interesting, well 
informed and business-like. A number of participants expressed their appreciation of this kind of 
meeting.   

3. The agenda (Annex 2) included market development and short-term outlook for fibres, 
and the jute and polypropylene sacks market in western Europe. It also included a review of the 
progress of projects financed by the Common Fund for Commodities (CFC) and considered new 
proposals and a review of research directions and new uses for natural fibres. The Consultation 
thus provided an opportunity for exchanging market intelligence between producers and 
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consumers of natural fibres and for reviewing ongoing commodity development activities and for 
recommendation of future direction for these activities.  

II. CURRENT SITUATION AND SHORT TERM OUTLOOK FOR 
NATURAL FIBRES     

4. The Consultation reviewed current market trends and the short-term outlook for jute, 
kenaf, sisal abaca and coir and allied fibres and a useful exchange of views took place. World 
export prices of jute fell in the early months of the 2001/02 season following a recovery in the 
latter part of the previous season and at their current level they remained well below the US$420 
floor of the indicative price range agreed at the last session of the IGG in December 2000. Prices 
of sisal have also declined over a number of years, and consumption of baler twine had dropped 
markedly in the current season. While participants saw some promising prospects for natural 
fibres in composite materials in the automotive industry, they may not be price-competitive. 
Natural fibres may also find application in composites for water tanks and roofing. The use of coir 
in geotextiles, and trade in coir pith show promise, but the potential for increased trade is 
hampered by a lack of internationally-accepted standards. Some participants expressed concern at 
the impact of tariffs and other barriers to trade, particularly in the coir sector, and requested that a 
study of these barriers be undertaken. The Consultation hoped that such a study might help in 
seeking the achievement of freer trade for natural fibres in the course of the forthcoming round of 
trade negotiations.  

III. TRENDS IN MARKET FOR JUTE AND SYNTHETIC SACKS 
IN WESTERN EUROPE     

5. The Consultation reviewed the trends in import market for jute and synthetic sacks in 
western Europe over the period 1987 to 2000 on the basis of a document prepared by the 
Secretariat. It noted that jute’s share in the sacks imported to western Europe declined to only    
15 percent in 2000 against 40 percent in 1980. The total market for jute sacks in Europe fell to 
about 80 million from 250 million in 2000, while sales of polypropylene sacks rose from          
390 million to 445 million over the same period. 

IV. REVIEW OF PROGRESS OF COMMON FUND PROJECTS   
6. The Consultation reviewed progress on three projects, one on sisal which commenced in 
1998, Product and Market Development of Sisal and Henequen Products; one on abaca 
which commenced also in 1998 Abaca: Improvement of Fibre Extraction and Identification 
of Higher Yielding Varieties; and one on coir which commenced in 1999 Coir-based Building 
and Packaging Material. The Consultation had only limited up-to-date information available to 
it on the projects on sisal and abaca. Regarding the project on sisal in particular, it expressed 
concern that progress continued to be made very slowly, and requested the Secretariat to take 
whatever steps it can to ensure that in future the project proceeds according to schedule. The 
Consultation noted that a mid-term Review for the project Coir-based Building and Packaging 
Material was expected to be held at the end of February 2002. This would probably be a two-day 
event, one day to be a workshop and one day a review meeting. 

7. The Consultation noted that a seminar on Alternative Applications for Sisal and 
Henequen had been held in Rome on 13 December 2000 as part of the Joint Meeting of the IGG 
on Hard Fibres and the IGG on Jute, Kenaf and Allied Fibres. Under this “Fast Track” project, the 
Fund provided finance to allow various experts to present papers to this seminar. The Proceedings 
of the Seminar had been printed and were made available to participants at the Consultation. 

8. The Consultation also noted that a proposal to hold a seminar or convention on coir had 
been approved by the CFC, and that the Convention was expected to be held in Colombo,  
Sri Lanka 29 and 30 April 2002. It will address constraints to the export of coir from the coir 
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producing countries, and is expected to formulate a proposal for action which will possibly 
include a request for further CFC assistance. The lack of a uniform set of standards was referred 
to as a hindrance to trade, particularly with respect to coir and coir products, and this is expected 
to be further discussed at the CFC-financed Coir Convention in Sri Lanka in 2002. 

9. The Consultation considered new project proposals, and it recommended that three be 
submitted to the CFC in support of funding: 

 
1. Agriculture Business in Northeastern Brazil. This project has three major objectives: 

to develop composites to automotive industry; to develop sisal composites to be used by 
civil building and to develop sisal fibre geo-textiles; 

2. Composite Applications using Coir Fibres in Sri Lanka (fast track proposal), formulated 
by Delft University, to investigate the technological and economical potential of coir 
based composites 

3. Biotechnological Upgradation and Development of Machinery for Spinning of Coir Yarn  
and Development of Machinery for Automatic and Semi-Automatic Spinning of Coir 
(India and Sri Lanka) 

V. ANY OTHER MATTER 
10. The consultation devoted some attention to the functioning of the IGGs. It felt that they 
might more actively promote a market for natural fibres, and it recommended that the private 
sector be more involved in IGG activities.  

11. The Consultation welcomed the invitation from the participant from Brazil to hold the 
next Joint Meeting of the FAO Intergovernmental Groups on Hard Fibres and on Jute, Kenaf and 
Allied Fibres in Brazil.  
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 ANNEX I 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

BRAZIL 
 
Mr Wilson Andrade 
Rua Oito de Dezembro 201 
40150-000 Salvador BA 
Tel. (55-71) 2414401 
Fax (55-71) 2370442 
E-mail:  wgandrade@hotmail.com  
 
Mr Alcides Leao  
Universidade Estadual Paulista 
Campus de Botucatu 
Botucatu - Brazil 
Tel: (55-14) 6802 7162 
Fax:  (55 14) 68213438 
E-mail: alcidesleao@fca.unesp.br 
 

GERMANY 
 
Mr Peter Clasen 
Wilhelm G. Clasen 
Glockengiesserwall 1 
D - 200095 Hamburg 
Tel (49-40) 323295 
Fax (49-40) 321916 
E-mail: info@wgc.de 
 

INDIA 
 
Mr Christy Fernandez 
Chairman Coir Board   
MG Road Kochi 
682 016 Kerala    
Tel  (91-484) 372979 
Fax (91-484) 370034 
E-mail: corrí@md2.vsnl.net.in 
 
Mr Subhakirti Majumdar 
Jute Commissioner  
20 B, Abdul Hamid Street 
East India Building (5th & 7th Floor) 
Kolkata 700 069 
Tel (91-33) 2248 6451 
Fax (91-33) 2248 9658 
E-mail: jccal@vsnl.com 

ITALY 
 
Ms Barbara Ceschi 
Vice President of 
Gruppo Fibranova S.r.l.  
Via Grande 225 
57123 Livorno 
 

Tel (39-0586) 828 342   
Fax (39-0586) 829 343 
E-mail: info@gruppofibranova.com 
 

NETHERLANDS 
 
Mr Rik Brouwer    
Delft University 
Tel. (31-78) 6731400 
Fax (31-78) 6732379 
E-mail: R.Brouwer@LR.tudelft.nl 
 
Mr Dilip Tambyarajah 
Managing Director 
Zylyon Interntional B.V. 
Alexanderstraat 6  
2713 AT Zoetermeer   
Tel. (31-79) 316 9531 
Fax (31-79) 316 5019 
E-mail: dilip.tambyrajah@wxs.nl 
 
Mr Jam van Dam 
Business Unit: Renewable Resources 
Dpt Polymers, Composites and Additives 
PO Box 17 
6700 AA Wageningen 
Tel: (31 317) 475213 
Fax: (31 317) 475347 
E-mail: J.E.G.vanDam@Ato.Dlo.nl 
 
Mr Sietse van der Werff 
Common Fund for Commodities 
Stadhouderskade 55 
1072 AB Amsterdam 
Tel: (31-20) 575 4953 
Fax: (31-20) 676 0231 
E-mail: apa@common-fund.org 
 

POLAND 
 
Prof. R. Kozlowski 
Institute of Natural Fibres 
ul. Wojska Polskiego 71b 
60-630 Poznan 
Tel. (48-61) 8480061 
Fax (48-61) 8417830 
E-mail: netflax@inf.poznan.pl 
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TANZANIA 
 
Mr Odhiambo Wilson 
Tanzania Sisal Board 
PO Box 277 
Tanga 
Tel. (255-27) 2645060 
Fax (255-27) 2645063 

UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Mr John Harrison 
Landauer Fibres 
25 Beaufort Court, Admirals Way 
London E14 9XL 
Tel. (44-171) 5385383 
Fax (44-171) 5382007 
E-mail: LANDSF@aol.com 
 
Mr J. Harris 
Wigglesworth & Co. 
69 Southwark Bridge Rd. 
London SE 1 0NG 
Tel. (44-171) 9751919 
Fax (44-171) 4033232 
 
Ms Paola Brazier 
Wigglesworth & Co. 
69 Southwark Bridge Rd. 
London SE 1 0NG 
Tel. (44-171) 9751919 
Fax (44-171) 4033232 
 
Mr Vivian Landon 
ex -Wigglesworth & Co. 
69 Southwark Bridge Rd. 
London SE 1 0NG 
Tel. (44-171) 9751919 
Fax (44-171) 4033232 

  
Mr Alex Heron  
Director 
Arthur J Dickinson, Ltd 
Neptune Chemicals 
Woodsland Rd, Hassocks 
Brighton Office 4 - BN6 8HE 
E-mail: info@neptune-chemicals.com 
 
Ms Heather Heron 
Managing Director 
Arthur J Dickinson, Ltd 
Neptune Chemicals 
Woodsland Rd, Hassocks 
Brighton Office 4 - BN6 8HE 
E-mail: info@neptune-chemicals.com 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr John Caruthers 
United Kingdom Jute Goods Association 
London E14 9XL 
Tel. (44-171) 5385383 
Fax (44-171) 5382007 
E-mail: jc@abilco.co.uk 
 
Mr David Martin  
United Kingdom Jute Goods Association 
London SE 1 0NG 
Tel. (44-171) 9751919  
Fax (44-171) 4033232 
  
Mr Peter Rosamund 
United Kingdom Jute Goods Association 
London SE 1 0NG 
Tel. (44-171) 9751919 
Fax (44-171) 4033232 
 
Mr Vinay Chand 
230, Finchley Road   
London NW3 6DJ 
Tel. (44-20) 7794 5977 
Fax (44-20) 7431 5715 
E-mail: vinaychand@msn.com 
 
Mr Gordon Mackie 
228, Ballylesson Road 
Ballyaughlis, Drumbo 
Lisburn, Co.Antrim,  
Northern Ireland, UK 
Tel:  (44 232) 826 541 
Fax: (44 232) 836 590 
E-mail: Gmackie@tesco.net 
 
Mr Fred  Ruegger 
F. Ruegger Ltd. 
36 / 38 John Street 
Luton – Beds, LU1 2JE, UK 
Tel: (44 1582) 729491 
Fax: (44 1582) 481821 
E-mail: Fredruegger@aol.com 
 
Dr Brett Suddell 
Research Officer 
Department of Materials Engineering 
University of Wales – Singleton Park 
Swansea SA2 8PP, UK 
Tel: (44-1792) 295003 
Fax: (44-1792) 295693 
E-mail: b.c.suddell@Swansea.ac.uk 
 
Mr Michael Wood 
London 
rosiec@pidirect.co.uk 
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SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Dr Keith Rixon 
P.O. Box 177 
Dolphin Coast 
4404 South Africa 
E-mail: mattech@mweb.co.za 
 

FAO SECRETARIAT 
 
Saidur Lasker, Secretary, Intergovernmental 
Group on Jute, Kenaf and Allied Fibres 
 
Brian Moir, Secretary, Intergovernmental  
Group on Hard Fibres 
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ANNEX II 

 

AGENDA 

 

9.30 am: Opening of the Consultation  
• Presentation by FAO Secretariat on market developments and short term prospects for Jute 

and kenaf; Sisal; Abaca; and Coir.  
• Statements by participants, discussion, on market situation and prospects for natural fibres  
• Presentation of a short paper on market trends for jute bags vs synthetic bags in Western 

Europe  
 

12.30:   Lunch  
• Review of progress of Common Fund projects on: Product and Market Development of Sisal 

and Henequen Products Abaca: Improvement of Fibre Extraction and Identification of Higher 
Yielding Varieties Coir-based Building and Packaging Material and progress of new 
proposals:  

• Future research directions for natural fibres. New project proposals  
• Any other matters.  
 
 


