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“Working within CITES for the protection and conservation of species in international trade”
Prepared by the Species Survival Network and the Shark Alliance

DOES FAO MANAGE SHARKS?

No. FAO is not a fisheries management body, nor does it manage trade in

sharks.

According to the FAO website: “The mission of the Fisheries and Aquaculture

Department of FAO is to facilitate and secure the long-term sustainable development

and utilization of the world's fisheries and aquaculture.” To fulfill this mission, FAO

provides technical assistance on fisheries management and development “on the

request of Members.”

FAO does not manage fisheries and has no Jjurisdiction over trade:

¢ FAO does not set or enforce quotas for any fish or invertebrate species or stock,
including sharks

* FAO does not regulate international trade in any fish or invertebrate species or
stock

« FAO cannot sanction noncompliance with its guidelines

‘What FAO does:

* FAO collects, analyzes and disseminates information and statistics

* FAO assesses and monitors the state of resources and “elaborates” management
advice

= FAO provides socio-economic analysis of fisheries and assists in the elaboration of
management policies, strategies and institutions

* FAO supports and assists regional fishery commissions

* FAO monitors and advises on fish trade

SHOULD REGIONAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
ORGANIZATIONS (RFMOs) MANAGE SHARKS?
Yes, but they have not done so. Nor do they have a mandate to regulate trade.

No RFMO has implemented a binding quota on any shark species (there is one REMO
quota for one species of skate, a relative of sharks)

ARE SHARKS ADEQUATELY PROTECTED BY IPOA-SHARKS?

FAO’s International Plan of Action for Sharks (IPOA-Sharks) is a voluntary guidance
document.

Countries have no legal obligation to implement or comply with IPOA-Sharks. Its
recommendations cannot be enforced and violations cannot be sanctioned.

Only 6 of the 20 largest shark fishing nations have adopted National Plans of
Action,

2100 L Street NW, Washington, DC 20037 USA
Tel: +1 301-548-7769 Fax: +1-202-318-0891 Email: info@ssn.org website: www.ssn.org

LACK OF PROGRESS ON IPOA SHOULD NOT DELAY ACTION BY CITES

In Resolution Conf. 12.6, on Conservation and management of sharks, the CITES
Parties:

Noted the significant lack of progress with the development and implementation
of NPOAs; ) L
Expressed concern that insufficient progress has been made in ac_hlevmg shark
management through the implementation of IPOA-Sharks except in States where
comprehensive shark assessment reports and NPOA-Sharks have been
developed; )
Agreed that a lack of progress in the development of the FAO IPOA-Sharks is not
a legitimate justification for a lack of further substantive action on shark trade
issues within the CITES forum; .
Directed the Animals Committee to make species-specific recommendat:c_ms _at
the 13th meeting and subsequent meetings of the Conference of the Parties if
necessary on improving the conservation status of sharks and the regulation of
international trade in these species;

Recommended that Parties continue to identify endangered shark species that
require consideration for inclusion in the Appendices, if their management and
conservation status does not improve.

Additional information on the role of FAO in managing shark fisheries and
evaluating CITES listing proposals is contained in Document Inf. 48, .
distributed by Germany on behalf of the EC. All Parties are encouraged to review
that document for further detail.
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