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DRAFT MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION

This Memorandum of Cooperation (hereinafter refereed to as the Memorandum) is concluded
between:

2004/9/21 g0 S 8
.CGRFA/10/04/12 4&5 4l)
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The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD)
393 St.- Jacques, Suite 300
Montreal, Quebec, H2Y IN9, Canada

and

The Secretariat of the Commission on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
Acting as Interim Committee for the
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100, Rome, Italy

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (hereinafter “the CBD Secretariat”) and the
Secretariat of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, acting as the Interim
Committee for the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
(hereinafter “the Secretariat of the Commission”),

Recalling Article 1 of the Convention on Biological Diversity (hereinafter called “the Convention™),
which states that the objectives of the Convention are the conservation of biological diversity, the
sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the
utilization of genetic resources,

Recalling Article 1 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and

Agriculture (hereinafter called “the Treaty) which states that the objectives of the Treaty are the
conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and the fair and
equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use, in harmony with the Convention, for
sustainable agriculture and food security, and that the objectives will be attained by closely linking the
Treaty and the Convention,

Recalling Article 19 of the Treaty which provides for the Governing Body of the Treaty to establish
and maintain cooperation with other relevant international organizations and treaty bodies, including
in particular the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, on matters covered by the Treaty,
including their participation in the Treaty’s funding strategy; to take note of relevant decisions of their
Conferences of the Parties; and to inform them as appropriate, of matters regarding the
implementation of the Treaty.

Recalling paragraphs 12 and 13 of Resolution 3/2001, by which the Conference of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations adopted the Treaty, which, respectively, requested the
Commission to initiate the establishment of cooperation with the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention, and invited the Conference of the Parties to the Convention to establish and maintain
cooperation with the Commission,

Recalling decision VI/6 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention by which, inter alia, it
recognized the important role that the Treaty will have, in harmony with the Convention, for the
conservation and sustainable utilization of this important component of agricultural biological
diversity, for facilitated access to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and for the fair and
equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their utilization; decided to establish and maintain
cooperation with the Commission; and requested the Executive Secretary to develop cooperation with
the Secretariat of the Commission,

Have agreed as follows:
Objective

The objective of this Memorandum is to promote cooperation in relevant areas of work between the
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Secretariat of the Commission on

CGRFA/04/MIC-J3290a
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Genetic Resources acting as Interim Committee of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture, in order to promote synergy, avoid duplication, and thus serve
better the Parties to each agreement.

Areas of Cooperation

The Secretariat of the Convention and the Secretariat of the Commission acting as Interim Committee
for the Treaty will:

1. Cooperate through:
a. Regular exchange of information on relevant issues and activities;

b. Participation of staff of each secretariat in relevant meetings organized under each
agreement, as required; and

c. Collaboration as appropriate, in the preparation of documents for meetings organized
by either secretariat;

d. Any other actions or activities designed to achieve the objective of this memorandum.

2. Ensure that relevant decisions of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, and of the
Commission, and other relevant information, are brought to the attention of the other
governing body;

3. Develop and promote complementarity between information activities undertaken by the
interim Committee for the Treaty and the clearing house mechanism of the Convention;

4. Encourage cooperation and exchange of information, in order to promote synergy in the
implementation of the two agreements at national level, and cooperation at the international
level;

5. Promote and facilitate cooperation between the Parties and wider constituencies of the
Convention and the Treaty, inter alia, to promote mutual technical support and capacity-
building at national and regional levels;

6. Facilitate, as appropriate the provision of technical expertise relevant to the work of the
agreement;

7. Facilitate synergy between the work under the Convention and the Interim Committee for
theTreaty, including, as appropriate, the development of guidelines and other tools that relate
to common interests of the two agreements; and

8. From time to time, as appropriate, develop joint programmes of work, which shall be
appended to this Memorandum in the form of annextures, for the implementation of this
Memorandum.

Reporting and Further Guidance
The CBD Secretariat and the Secretariat of the Commission will report to their respective governing
bodies and subsidiary bodies, as appropriate, on progress made in the implementation of this
Memorandum and, as appropriate, seek further guidance regarding new areas of cooperation.
Entry into Force, Review and Termination
This Memorandum will enter into force upon signature by the Executive Secretary of the Convention
on Biological Diversity and the Secretary of the Commission on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture acting as the Interim Committee for the International Treaty on Plant Genetic

Resources for Food and Agriculture.

The Secretariats of the Convention and of the Commission may, by mutual agreement, review and
amend this Memorandum.

CGRFA/04/MIC-J3290a
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This Memorandum may be terminated by either Party giving a one-year written notice.

Signed this .......cccevverivennnnns day of........
For and on behalf of the Secretariat of the On behalf of the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity Commission on Genetic Resources

for Food and Agriculture
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