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COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

REPORT OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP ON
PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Rome, Italy 26-28 October 2005

I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Third Session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture (Working Group) met at FAO headquarters in Rome. The list of delegates
and observers is attached as Appendix E.

II. OPENING OF THE SESSION AND ELECTION OF THE CHAIR AND
VICE-CHAIRS

2. The Vice-Chair (Ms Grethe-Helene Evjen, Norway) opened the Session and introduced the
agenda for the meeting and the duties of the Working Group.

3. On behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Mr Jacques Diouf, Mr Mahmoud Solh, Director,
Plant Production and Protection Division, welcomed delegates and observers to the session. He
highlighted the importance of the session in helping to develop a smooth and effective
relationship between the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (the
Commission) and the Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture (the International Treaty), especially concerning technical cooperation. Mr
Solh noted the importance of the Global Plan of Action and the second Report on the State of the
World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in considering capacity development
for sustainable management and use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. He
outlined several emerging issues that will be discussed and acknowledged the work of all the
partners in preparing for this meeting.

4. The Working Group elected Ms Zofia Bulinska-Radomska (Poland) as Chair, and Mr
Kazutoshi Okuno (Japan) and Mr Cesar Tapia (Ecuador) as Vice-Chairs.

5. Mr Wee Beng Ee (Malaysia) was elected Rapporteur.

6. Mr Emile Frison, Director General of IPGRI,1 representing the Future Harvest Centres of the
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), explained the role of the
Centres in working on many of the issues to be considered by the Working Group, including
capacity-building, the setting of genebank standards and principles to address the possibility of
unintended presence of transgenes in genebank collections. He noted the role of the Centres in the
context of the Global Crop Diversity Trust. He also noted the work of the Convention on
Biological Diversity on the link between genetic resources and nutrition, in which IPGRI and
FAO were leading.

! International Plant Genetic Resources Institute.
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7. Mr Martin Smith, on behalf of the Secretariat of the Commission on Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture, including in its role as Interim Secretariat of the International Treaty, noted
that the Working Group was meeting against a background of two important developments: the
preparation by FAO of a draft Multi-Year Programme of Work of the Commission and the first
session of the Governing Body of the International Treaty, which would take place in Madrid,
Spain on 12 to 16 June 2006, preceded by two days of regional consultations.

8. The Working Group adopted its Agenda, as given in Appendix A.

III. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY FAO, INCLUDING THROUGH ITS
COMMISSION, TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE, IN RELATION TO THE SUPPORTING COMPONENTS OF THE

TREATY

9. The supporting components of the International Treaty are: the Global Plan of Action for the
Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture;
ex situ collections of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture held by the centres of the
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research and other international institutions;
international plant genetic resources networks; and the Global Information System on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, including the Report on the State of the World’s
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. The Working Group considered the
document, FAO activities in relation to the supporting components of the International Treaty on
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and preliminary analysis on how technical
cooperation between the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the
Governing Body of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
may be advanced®, a review of FAO’s relevant activities undertaken under each of the supporting
components of the International Treaty between 2002 and 2005, which also detailed the
responsibilities of the Commission in relation to the components, and options on how technical
cooperation between the Commission and the Governing Body could be developed within a wider
cooperation framework between the two.

10. The Working Group considered that cooperation between the Commission and the Governing
Body is essential to ensure full synergy in developing the supporting components of the
International Treaty. This relationship should avoid overlap or duplication. Arrangements should
be flexible and cooperation should be encouraged, recognising that such cooperation will depend
on decisions taken by both the Commission and the Governing Body of the International Treaty.

The Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture

11. The Working Group noted that, in accordance with Article 14 of the International Treaty, its
Contracting Parties should promote the effective implementation of the Global Plan of Action,
including through international cooperation. The Working Group suggested that the Commission
should encourage countries to establish or strengthen national committees to support such
implementation. Cooperation between the Commission and the Governing Body of the
International Treaty in facilitating the implementation of the Global Plan of Action is also
required. Adoption of the International Treaty’s Funding Strategy is important to this process.

12. The Working Group noted that the success of the Facilitating Mechanism for implementing
the Global Plan of Action will depend on its capacity to carry out its activities in a way that
complements and does not overlap with implementation of the International Treaty, in the context

2 CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/2 Rev.1.
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of the relationship between the Commission and the International Treaty. The Working Group
recommended to the Commission that:

a) The Facilitating Mechanism should report periodically on its activities to the Commission
and its Working Group on Plant Genetic Resources. The reports should include
information about priorities for action that have been identified by stakeholders, and
project proposals developed with the assistance and coordination of the Facilitating
Mechanism upon request from stakeholders;

b) On this basis, the Commission could propose priorities to the Governing Body of the
International Treaty for consideration as appropriate under the Treaty’s Funding Strategy;
and

¢) The Facilitating Mechanism should take into account priorities established and activities
carried out by the Governing Body under the Funding Strategy.

13. The Working Group noted that national governments are responsible for monitoring
implementation of the Global Plan of Action through the Commission, which could report
progress in implementing the Global Plan of Action to the Governing Body of the International
Treaty. The Working Group recommended to the Commission that in monitoring implementation
of the Global Plan of Action, countries could provide information on their financial needs and
expenditures, and that the Commission could make this information available to the Governing
Body of the International Treaty, thereby helping it to define needs and priorities and to set a
target for its Funding Strategy. Cooperation in updating the Global Plan of Action could be
considered in the future.

Ex Situ Collections of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture Held by the
Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research and Other
International Institutions

14. The Working Group noted that international institutions which will sign agreements pursuant
to Article 15 of the International Treaty will recognize the authority of its Governing Body to
provide policy guidance relating to the ex sifu collections they hold. It acknowledged that policy
guidance outside the scope of the agreement may also be provided by other sources. The Working
Group recommended that the Commission should continue to provide technical assistance,
particularly in relation to monitoring and updating genebank standards to be used by such
international centres.

International Plant Genetic Resources Networks

15. The Working Group recommended that the Commission continue to promote support for
effective networks through surveys and case studies as needed, and other innovative approaches,
and that the results be made available to the Governing Body of the International Treaty. It
recommended that the Commission invite the Governing Body to provide information to the
Commission on activities carried out by Contracting Parties to promote international networks,
including encouraging the participation of relevant governmental and non-governmental
institutions.

Global Information System on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

16. The Working Group recommended that the Commission invite the Governing Body of the
International Treaty to develop the partnership required for the development of a Global
Information System, through a series of consultations to address pertinent issues, in association
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with the Commission, in order to benefit from synergy with FAO’s World Information and Early
Warning System (WIEWS).

17. The Working Group recommended that the Commission invite the Governing Body to utilise
the new approach for monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan of Action, with its main
outputs (the establishment of National Information Sharing Mechanisms and capacity-building, as
well as the information provided) as an essential element contributing to the Global Information
System.

18. The Working Group considered that some means of pooling or connecting existing
information systems (e.g., through a distributed system such as used by the Global Biodiversity
Information Facility) is essential to the development of the Global Information System and, in
countries devoid of adequate information infrastructure, programmes for strengthening
institutions, training staff and establishing partnerships for information flow and exchange at
national and sub-regional levels are vital. Pooling existing information systems would be greatly
facilitated by the adoption of common basic standards and carefully formulated flexible
guidelines to encourage sharing and exchange of information by providers and users.

Issues Common to all Four Supporting Components

19. Recognising the importance of the supporting components of the International Treaty, the
Working Group recommended that the Commission inform FAO governing bodies that these
should be considered as a priority for future FAO activities, with additional support from its
Regular Programme Budget, and also recommended that the Commission appeal for extra-
budgetary resources. The Working Group recognised that in-kind assistance among countries may
reduce the amount of additional financial resources needed.

20. The Working Group recommended that the Secretariat take the above recommendations into
account as inputs in the preparation of a paper on actions taken by the Commission, and on its
future work in relation to the FAO Global System for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.

IV. MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION,
AND PREPARING THE SECOND REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S PLANT
GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

21. The Working Group considered the document Monitoring the implementation of the Global
Plan of Action, and preparing the second Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture.” It expressed appreciation for the progress made in applying
the new monitoring approach, which is a participatory, country-driven and capacity-building
process, based on commonly agreed indicators. The Working Group reiterated the importance of
this process, in terms of planning, setting priorities and strengthening collaboration and
commitment among stakeholders at national, regional and global levels, including those in the
private sector. It recommended that the Commission invite FAO and IPGRI to continue providing
technical support for the world-wide application of the new monitoring approach and promoting
use of nationally developed expertise to assist other countries in its implementation.

22. The Working Group welcomed the completion of the Guidelines for the preparation of
Country Reports on the state of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture* and the initiation
of two thematic background studies,” which will contribute both to the preparation of the second

* CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/3.
4 CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/Inf.5.

5 On “Plant genetic resources of forage crops, pasture and rangelands”, and on “Interactions between plant and animal
genetic resources and opportunities for synergy in their management”.
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Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and
interaction with the management of animal genetic resources for food and agriculture.

23. In considering the application of the new monitoring approach and the preparation of the
second Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture a
high priority, the Working Group recommended that the Commission invite FAO to make all
efforts in order to streamline these processes, in particular by writing to countries to encourage
them to undertake these processes and to name or confirm National Focal Points. Relevant
information, including the report of the workshop on these two subjects held at FAO
Headquarters on October 25, 2005 (see Appendix D), should also be made available to countries.

24. The Working Group recommended that the Commission appeal to donor countries as well as
international bodies, such as other UN agencies, the World Bank and the Global Environment
Facility, to assist by providing financial support for the world-wide application of the new
monitoring approach and to enable the full participation of all countries in the preparation of the
second Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. If
the required financial resources are not all forthcoming, the Commission may need to consider
extending deadlines or reducing activities.

25. Acknowledging the efforts made by three Future Harvest Centres® in monitoring
implementation of the Global Plan of Action, the Working Group encouraged all Centres, as well
as other relevant international organisations involved in conservation and use of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture, to provide pertinent information using the new monitoring
approach.

V. FAO’S INITIATIVES FOR CAPACITY-BUILDING TO SUPPORT THE
UTILIZATION OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE,
THROUGH SEED SYSTEMS AND PLANT BREEDING AND GENETIC
ENHANCEMENT

26. The Working Group considered the document FAQO'’s initiatives for capacity-building to
support the utilization of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, through seed systems
and plant breeding and genetic enhancement.” The Working Group confirmed the importance of
strengthening capacity building in plant breeding, particularly participatory plant breeding, and
including through seed systems, as a means of contributing to the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals and ensuring food security. It expressed concern about the decreasing trends
of plant breeding activities shown by the surveys carried out by FAO, and stated that new
opportunities for effective partnerships could be identified between the public and the private
sector and with the involvement of the Future Harvest Centres. The Working Group stressed the
importance of FAO’s efforts in order to increase the market share of farmers and seed producers
in developing countries, particularly in fragile agro-ecosystems, and encouraged the development,
as appropriate, of mechanisms and legislation towards this end. The Working Group recognized
the need for a balanced approach between the use of traditional and modern technologies,
including biotechnology in plant breeding. The Working Group recommended that the
Commission request FAO to prepare an options paper, taking into account the views expressed
above and aimed at strengthening plant breeding, including, inter alia, all issues related to
capacity-building, and recommended that further activities on plant breeding be included in the
Multi-Year Programme of Work of the Commission.

27. The Working Group recalled the need for a gap analysis in the seed sector, and recommended
that the Commission request FAO to develop a draft plan to formulate appropriate seed policy

% International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI) and International
Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT).

" CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/4.
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and regulatory regimes. The Working Group further recommended that the Commission prepare
guidelines, taking into account lessons learned and best practices on seed relief and rehabilitation
during and after disaster situations.

VI. SUPPORT FOR COUNTRIES TO GENERATE, COMPILE AND DISSEMINATE
NUTRIENT COMPOSITION DATA OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD
AND AGRICULTURE

28. The Working Group considered the document Support for countries to generate, compile and
disseminate cultivar-specific nutrient composition data, and the relative priority of obtaining
cultivar-specific dietary consumption data,® and the associated information document, FAO
activities in nutrition and biodiversity.” The Working Group noted FAO’s long-standing activities
in food composition and consumption in relation to agriculture, health, environment and trade.

29. The Working Group recommended that the Commission request FAO to prepare a draft action
plan to better support countries to generate, compile and disseminate cultivar-specific nutrient
composition and consumption data. The draft action plan should focus upon:

a) Generating baseline nutritional data for local, regional and/or specialty foods,
from under-utilised crops, species utilised by local and indigenous communities,
and wild food plants, taking into account local customs on food preparation. This
work should be carried out consistent with national law. The species and target
nutrients should be carefully chosen and sampling plans carefully formulated;

b) Cataloguing and compiling existing cultivar-specific nutrient data into more
readily accessible databases or publications;
c) Identifying germplasm and generating experimental crop populations with very

high and very low levels of “bioactive compounds” that may be useful for testing
hypotheses about whether such compounds are nutrients, and whether they are
“bioavailable” when consumed;

d) Assisting countries, in particular developing countries, to build capacity to
enhance the use of nutritional genetic diversity in breeding new cultivars of major
crops;

e) Assessing genetic resources in relation to nutrient uptake and bioavailability of
nutrients, with a view to improved sustainable agriculture;

) Assisting INFOODS Regional Data Centres in their efforts to increase the quality

and quantity of food composition data on individual cultivars and under-utilized
species, and to compile and disseminate those data in national and regional food
composition tables and databases;

g) Enabling the Journal of Food Composition and Analysis to provide an
international, peer-reviewed forum for publishing high quality scientific papers
on nutrition and biodiversity, with particular attention to papers from developing
countries; and

h) Developing communications plans for information on nutritional values of
different cultivars at the national, regional and international levels.

30. The draft action plan could also include the following, lower priority, activities:
a) Developing a biodiversity training module on nutrient composition, focusing

largely on developing sampling plans in order to generate cultivar-specific data,
which should be complementary to existing training courses;

8 CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/5.
® CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/Inf.9.
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b) Providing support to, and building capacity of, existing food control chemical
laboratory facilities, to enable them to more economically and efficiently
generate cultivar-specific nutrient data;

c) Increasing the coverage of FAQO’s Technical Cooperation Projects to
strengthening laboratory capacity for nutrient analyses, in order to generate,
compile and disseminate cultivar-specific nutrient data for national food
composition databases and published food tables, in particular for under-utilised
crops and cultivars developed by local and indigenous communities;

d) Organizing national level sensitization, advocacy, and policy workshops, thereby
supporting countries in their proposals for projects in the area of food
composition and consumption, in the context of agricultural biodiversity, and
publishing country-specific communication materials;

e) Conducting an expert consultation or technical workshop on addressing
biodiversity in consumption survey methodologies, including an ecosystem
approach to population sample stratification; and

) Mainstreaming food composition biodiversity data into nutrition education, food
security, emergency preparedness, community nutrition, activities related to
indigenous knowledge, and other applied nutrition projects and programmes,
consistent with national law.

31. The Working Group considered that conducting broad-scale studies of cultivar-specific
differences in nutrient content should have low priority, because of high costs, difficulties with
logistics and feasibility, and in some cases, potentially limited scientific utility resulting from
significant variation caused by environmental differences (during cultivation, storage, post-
harvest processing) and by interactions between genotypes and environments.

32. The Working Group proposed that the Commission should be kept aware of the development
of the Cross-cutting initiative on biodiversity for food and nutrition that would be carried out
within the existing programme of work on agricultural biodiversity of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, and in particular of the activities of FAO and the CGIAR that could be
important in this regard (such as the Bio-fortification Challenge Programme).

VII. GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE FUTURE HARVEST CENTRES TO ADDRESS
THE POSSIBILITY OF UNINTENDED PRESENCE OF TRANSGENES IN EX SITU
COLLECTIONS

33. The Working Group considered the document Consideration of draft Guiding Principles for
the Future Harvest Centres to address the possibility of unintended presence of transgenes in ex
situ collections,'® which was prepared with the assistance of IPGRI.

34. The Working Group recognised the importance of the Guiding Principles presented in the
Annex of the document, to avoid the unintentional presence of transgenes in genebank accessions
and the introgression of those transgenes into other accessions. The Guiding Principles would
help maintain the integrity of the genetic resources, in particular in centres of origin, and in the
collections of the Future Harvest Centres.

35. The Working Group stressed that the integrity of accessions is not only threatened by
transgenes but also by unsuitable genebank management practices and genetic erosion. It
reaffirmed that the integrity of genetic resources is important and noted the proactive approach
taken by some of the Future Harvest Centres to address the risks associated with transgenes. It
noted that the Guiding Principles arose from extensive expert consultation and guidance and that
this approach should be continued.

1© CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/6.
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36. The Working Group agreed on the relevance of the Guiding Principles as a good basis for
crop-specific guidelines. It acknowledged the need to take existing national law and regulations,
as well as international agreements, in particular the Biosafety Protocol, into account in
developing guiding principles or guidelines. It noted that each country is responsible for
managing its ex situ collections.

37. The Working Group recommended that the Commission consider these Guiding Principles
and the development of crop-specific guidelines to address the integrity of genetic resources in ex
situ collections.

38. The Working Group further recommended that, in order to ensure synergy and
complementarity, relevant sections of these Guiding Principles be considered in due time in the
development of the draft Code of Conduct on Biotechnology and the Code of Conduct on Plant
Germplasm Collection and Transfer if and when it is updated.

39. At the suggestion of IPGRI, the Working Group recommended that the Commission consider
whether the database on the global status of research and development in genetic modification,
described in paragraph 12 of the Guiding Principles, should be placed under international
auspices, so that it will be publicly accessible internationally.

VIII. DEVELOPMENT OF THE GLOBAL CROP DIVERSITY TRUST, ITS
RELATIONSHIP AT THE TECHNICAL LEVEL WITH FAO AND IPGRI, AND ITS
INTER-RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER ON-GOING INTERNATIONAL PROCESSES

40. The Working Group considered the document Development of the Global Crop Diversity
Trust, its relationship at the technical level with FAO and IPGRI, and its inter-relationship with
other on-going international processes."" The Working Group stressed the important role of the
Trust in supporting the long-term conservation of the world’s most strategic germplasm
collections, and gave its full support to the development of crop and regional conservation
strategies by the Trust. It acknowledged the contribution of plant genetic resources networks in
the development of crop and regional conservation strategies. The Working Group fully
supported and welcomed the technical cooperation among the Trust, FAO and IPGRI, and
recommended it be continued and broadened as appropriate. The Working Group thanked these
two organizations for their support to the Trust. It recommended that the Commission continue
monitoring the progress of the Trust.

IX. INPUT OF THE WORKING GROUP TO THE COMMISSION’S MULTI-YEAR
PROGRAMME OF WORK

41. The Working Group considered the document, Input of the Working Group to the
Commission’s Multi-Year Programme of Work."> The Tenth Regular Session of the Commission on
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture had requested the FAO to submit a draft Multi-Year
Programme of Work to its Eleventh Session, for consideration. In preparing the draft Multi-Year
Programme of Work, the Secretariat was asked to take into account inputs from, inter alia, the
Working Group, in the field of its expertise.

42. The Working Group noted the importance of a Multi-Year Programme of Work in order to
focus the work of the Commission, to increase efficiency and effectiveness, and to improve
interaction and coordination with other international forums. It also noted the difficulty in
establishing priorities for the future work of the Commission at a time when there was considerable
on-going work, the outcomes of which were still unclear, and many emerging issues, including

1 CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/7.
12 CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/3.
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developments on related issues in other international forums. However, in considering this agenda
item, the Working Group:

a) Placed emphasis on the agro-ecosystem approach to biodiversity for food and agriculture,
including the integrated management of genetic resources, while noting the need to
maintain a sectoral focus and a value-chain approach, and to address the Millennium
Development Goals;

b) Noted the importance of many on-going issues relevant to plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture, including:

o The relationship between the Commission and the Governing Body of the
International Treaty;

e The Global Crop Diversity Trust;

e Monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan of Action;

e The preparation of the second Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture;

e The evaluation of the Programme of Work on Agricultural Biodiversity of the
Convention on Biological Diversity;

e [n situ conservation and on-farm management of plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture;

e Farmers’ Rights, as related to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, in
the International Treaty; and

e Sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture through breeding
and seed systems.

c) Identified important emerging issues, including:

o The unintended presence of transgenes in ex sifu collections;

e Nutrition and biodiversity; and

e The biological impact of micro-organisms of agricultural importance on sustainable
agriculture and quality food production.

43. In the light of the need to take into account developments as and when they occur, the
Working Group also noted the need for flexibility in the Multi-Year Programme of Work and for
its periodic review.

X. OTHER BUSINESS

Information on a Proposal to Establish a Long -Term Germplasm Conservation Facility in
Svalbard, Norway

44. The document Information on a proposal to establish a long-term germplasm conservation
facility in Svalbard, Norway” was presented by the delegation of Norway. The Working Group
strongly welcomed the planned establishment of the facility at Svalbard. It commended the
Government of Norway for its intention to consider the establishment of an international advisory
committee for the facility.

XI. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP

45. The Working Group adopted its report on 28 October. It expressed its appreciation for the work
of the Secretariat and its collaborators in the preparation of its working and information documents,
and in the organisation of the session. The Chair closed the session at 18:30.

13 CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/Inf.11.
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Rome, Italy, 8-12 November 2004

Composition (no. of countries per region) Country
Africa Algeria
5) Cameroon
Guinea
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Zimbabwe
Asia India
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Japan
Korea, Republic of
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Norway
Poland
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Latin America and the Caribbean Brazil
5) Ecuador
Mexico
Peru
Venezuela
Near East Egypt
(€)) Iran, Islamic Republic of
Jordan
North America Canada

2

United States of America

Southwest Pacific

2

New Zealand
Samoa
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APPENDIX D

TECHNICAL WORKSHOP ON MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION AND PREPARATION OF THE COUNTRY
REPORTS FOR THE SECOND REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S

PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy, 25 October 2005

Chair Arturo Martinez
Secretary Brad Fraleigh
FAO, Seed and Plant Genetic Resources Service

Objectives and agenda of the workshop and introduction of the participants

1. The delegates were welcomed. This workshop represented a warm-up for discussing these
issues at the meeting of the Working Group on Plant Genetic Resources, with the hope it would
facilitate identification of priorities and linkages in conservation and use of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture. The activities discussed may assist countries to formulate
policies to implement the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture.

2. The approximately thirty participants, from all regions of the world, introduced themselves.
General context

3. FAO presented a synopsis of the first Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture (the first Report) and events over the past ten years leading
to the development of the second Report (see Figure 1 below). The workshop agenda was
outlined and the expected results indicated.

4. FAO presented the new approach to monitor implementation of the Global Plan of Action. 1t is
country-driven, participatory, transparent, and supports capacity-building. FAO detailed the
indicators and reporting format, the computer application and the process for applying the new
approach. A pilot phase had allowed these tools to be refined.

5. The Global Plan of Action and the Report are supporting components of the International
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources. FAO discussed the outline of the second Report, thematic
studies, and timing. Features of the Guidelines for preparing Country Reports were highlighted
and how these are fully integrated with the Global Plan of Action monitoring process.

6. IPGRI described the contributions of the Future Harvest Centres. He voiced the support of the
Future Harvest Centres for the Global Plan of Action monitoring. IPGRI, IRRI and ICRISAT"
are applying the information sharing mechanism.

' International Rice Research Institute, International Plant Genetic Resources Institute and International Crops
Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
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Sharing experiences in monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan of Action:
Establishment of a National Information Sharing Mechanism and Preparation of the
Country Report

7. A series of country presentations were given by participants from countries, outlining
experiences in monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan of Action in the Czech
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt and Malaysia. FAO presented experiences in India and Tanzania.

8. Common experiences showed:

improvement in the quality of information

assistance in identifying information and programme gaps
improvement in cooperation within and among countries
increased stakeholder awareness and participation

Thematic Information-Sharing Experiences contributing to Monitoring the Global Plan of
Action and to the Second Report

Assessment and strategies to strengthen national plant breeding and biotechnology capacity:

9. FAO described the process comprising three components: assessment, strategy design and
implementation. There are breeders in all countries surveyed, but the numbers differ considerably
among them and are often decreasing. Agricultural research budgets have been falling,
particularly allocations to plant breeding. More training is needed at doctoral level.

10. Awareness of the use and benefits of plant breeding must be increased. Orphan crops need
more attention from plant breeders, and conventional and advanced breeding, particularly
biotechnology, have to be integrated. Policy makers have to be made aware of the current
situation and trends, and the need for long-term support for plant breeding.

SADC experience on seed information exchange:

11. FAO described the SADC'" Seed Security Network. It addresses disaster preparedness
requiring seed interventions and harmonization of seed regulations, and collects and disseminates
seed-related information. A regional information system for seed data management and exchange
is being set up. Much of the information can contribute to the Global Plan of Action monitoring
and preparation of the second Report.

Means to facilitate application of the new monitoring approach and the preparation of
Country Reports

12. Four countries that provided financial resources briefly described their contributions.

13. Italy supports a project on “Strengthening plant genebanks of the national system” concerning
native agrobiodiversity in Bolivia, providing technical support and capacity building to
genebanks. The project helped monitor the Global Plan of Action and establish the National
Information Sharing Mechanism. Italy is considering further support, including assistance in the
preparation of the Country Report on the state of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.

14. Japan: a project on “Implementing of the Global Plan of Action in Asia” has assisted seven
Asian countries. The project will continue to May 2006.

15. The “FAO-Netherlands Partnership Programme on Agrobiodiversity” aims to establish
effective partnerships and support the FAO reform process. The programme supported pilot

'3 Southern Africa Development Community
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testing for monitoring implementation of the Global Plan of Action in six countries and is
continuing application of the monitoring approach in three other countries.

16. “Norway-FAO Programme Cooperation” provides assistance in line with FAQ’s priorities to
improve living conditions for the poorest countries and sectors. Norway supported two sub-
regional meetings in the Near East region and an associate officer based in FAO’s Regional
Office in Accra, Ghana to work with African countries.

17. In summary, relevant issues included appreciating the importance of National Focal Points
and their capacity to manage new information technologies. Efforts have been made to increase
transparency and ensure wide participation, but more work is required to include private sector
stakeholders. There is a need to ensure that when developing countries have initiated a process of
monitoring, they can sustain it, which will happen if the tools are useful on an ongoing basis. The
monitoring and Country Reports help build dialogue among plant genetic resource, plant breeding
and seed sectors, and have implications for environmental and trade issues. The work done so far
is encouraging but there is a need for quicker results.

Demonstration of the Information Sharing Mechanism on the Global Plan of Action

18. A brief overview of the Information Sharing Mechanism on the Global Plan of Action was
presented by FAO, showing examples from the data entered to date.

Closing remarks
19. It was indicated that there remained much to do to involve more countries in monitoring the

implementation of the Global Plan of Action and the preparation of the Country Reports for the
second Report. The Chair closed the meeting.
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Ten-to-fifteen year cycle of activities in assessing the state of the world’s plant genetic resources
for food and agriculture, planning action for their conservation and sustainable use, and
implementation.
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E-mail:
Shannon.Torrens@dfat.gov.au

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE -
ALEMANIA

Siegfried HARRER

Documentation Officer/Technical
Advisor

Information Center for Biodiversity

ZADI

Villichgasse 17

D-53177 Bonn

Tel: +49 (0)228/ 9548-211

Fax: +49 (0)228/ 9548-111

E-mail: Harrer@zadi.de

SWITZERLAND - SUISSE - SUIZA

Frangois PYTHOUD

Swiss Federal Office of Agriculture
Mattenhofstrasse 5

CH-3003 Bern

Tel: +41(0)31/323 44 45

Fax: +41(0)31/322 26 34

E-Mail:
francois.pythoud@blw.admin.ch



mailto:judy.barfield@dfat.gov.au
mailto:Shannon.Torrens@dfat.gov.au
mailto:Harrer@zadi.de
mailto:francois.pythoud@blw.admin.ch

E8

CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/REPORT

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES
OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES NON GUBERNAMENTALES

CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
LAW (CISDL) —

CENTRE DE DROIT
INTERNATIONAL DU
DEVELOPPEMENT DURABLE -
CENTRO DE DERECHO
INTERNACIONAL DEL
DESARROLLO SUSTENTABLE

Ms Christine FRISON

CISDL Representative

122 rue Commandant Porthier
1040 Bruxelles

Tel.: +32 473 886873

E-mail: secretariat@cisdl.org or
cfrison@cisdl.org

GLOBAL CROP DIVERSITY
TRUST -

FONDS FIDUCIAIRE MONDIAL
POUR LA DIVERSITE DES
CULTURES -

FONDO MUNDIAL PARA LA
DIVERSIDAD DE CULTIVOS

Cary FOWLER

Executive Secretary

Global Crop Diversity Trust

Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00100 — Rome

Tel.: +39 06 570 53841

Fax: +39 06 570 56347

E-mail.: Cary.Fowler@fao.org

INTERMEDIATE TECHNOLOGY
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1260 Nyon

Switzerland

Tel.: + 41 22 365 4420

Fax: +41 22 365 4421

E-mail: isf@worldseed.org

NORDIC GENEBANK

Ms Lene Krol CHRISTENSEN
Section Leader

The Nordic Genebank

Box 41

S-230 53 Alnarp

Sweden

Tel.: +46(0) 40536646
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Clive STANNARD

Senior Liaison Officer

Secretariat, Commission on Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture

Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
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Fax: +39 06 570 53057

E-mail.: martineric.smith@fao.org
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E-mail.: linda.collette(@fao.org
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