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First Meeting of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture acting as Interim Committee for the International Treaty
on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

Rome, 9 — 11 October 2002

DECISION VI1/6 OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE
OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL
DIVERSITY

INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES
FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
AND INTERIM ARRAGEMENTS FOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION

The Conference of the Parties:

1. Congratulates the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, where the International Treaty on
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture was negotiated, on successfully completing
this important process;

2. Recognizes the important role that the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture will have, in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, for
the conservation and sustainable utilization of this important component of agricultural biological
diversity, for facilitated access to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, and for the fair
and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their utilization;

3. Appeals to Parties and other Governments to give priority consideration to the signature
and ratification of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,
so that it may enter expeditiously into force;

4. Decides to establish and maintain cooperation with the Commission on Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture acting as the Interim Committee for the International Treaty
on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, and, upon the entry into force of the
Treaty, with the Governing Body;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to develop cooperation with the Secretariat of the
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture acting as the Interim Committee for
the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and, upon its
establishment, with the Secretariat of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture;
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6. Requests the Executive Secretary to convey the present decision to the Commission on
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture acting as the Interim Committee for the International
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.



