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AKING ON PLAWT GENRYTC RESOURCES 1/
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1. GENERAL
riicle 1 - Oblective

1. The obiective of this Underteking is to ensure that piant genetic resovurces of econo-

=

wmic and/or socisl interest, parricularly for agriculture, will be explored, preserved,
evalusted and made available for plant breeding and scientific purposes. This Undertaking
is based on the universally accepted principle that plant genetic resources are a heritage
of mankind and consequently should be avilable without restriction.

Article 2 - Definitions and Scope

2.1 In this Undertaking:

() "plant genetic tescurces” means the reproductive or vegetative propagating material
of the following categories of plants:

(1) cultivated varieties {(cultivars) in current use and newly developed varieties;
(11} obsolete cultivars:
{111) primivive cultivars {lsnd races};

{iv) wild and weed species, near relarives of cultivated varié:ies;

(v} specisl generic stocks {inciuéingeliteandcurraatbreeéers‘1inesanémucants);

(b} "base collection of plant genetic resources” means a collection of seed stock or
vegetative propagating material {ranging from tissue sultures to whole rlants} held
for leong-term security in srder to preserve the genetic variation for scientific
purposes and as & basis for plent breeding:

(¢} Tactive collection” means & collection which complenents a base collection, and 1is
& collection from which seed smmples ere drawn for distribution, exchange and other
putposes guch as wultiplicetion and evaluation:

(d) Timptirurion" means an entity sstablished et the intermational or natioenal lewvel,
with or without legal personslity, for purposes related to the exploration, collec~
tion, conservation, maintensnce, evaluation or exchange of plant genetic resources:

(e) '"centre” means an imstitution holding & base or active cellection of plant genetic
resources, #z describsd in arveicle 7.

2.2 Thie Undertsking relstes to the plant genetic resources described in para. 2.1{a),
of all species of sconounic snd/or social interest, particularly feor agriculture at
present or in the future, and has paviicular reference to food crops.

1/ Extracted from Resslution 8/83 of the Twenty-second Session of the FAD Conference,
Rome, 5-23 Newvember 1883,
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Arveicle 3 -~ Exploration of Plant Gepetic Resources

3.1 Governments adhering to this Undertakisg will organize or arrange for missions of
exploration, conducted in seeordance with recognized scientific standards, to identify
potentinlly valuable plant ganetic resources that are in danger of becoming extinct in
the cbuntry congerned, &s well as othey plant genetic resources iu the country which may
be uséful for develovment but whose existence or essential characteristics are st present
unknowe, in particuiar:

(&) kmown land races or cultivars in danger of becoming extinct due to their abandonment
in favour of the culifivation of new cultivers;

(b} the wild relatives of cultivated plants in areas identified as centres of genetic
diversity or nztural distribution;

{c} especies which are not actually cultivated but may be used for the benefir of mankind
as & source of food or vaw materials (such as fibres, chemical compounds, medicine
or timber).

3.2 Special efferrs will be made, in the context of Article 3.1, where the danger of
extinction of plant species is certain, or s iikely, having regard to circumstances such
as the clearanze of vegetation from trepical rain forests and semi-arid lands with s view
to the expansion of cultivated areds.

Articie & - Preservatlion, Fvaluation and
Documentation oi Plant Genetic Resources

4.1 Appropriate legislative and other measures will be maintained and, where necessary,
developed sn. sdopted to protect snd preserve the plant genetic resources of plants
growing i sreas of their matural habizat in the majer centres of genetic diversity.

4.7 Messures will be taken, if necessarv through international cooperation, to gnsure
the scientific collection and safeguarding of material ipn areas where important plant
genetic resources are in danger of becoming extinct on account of agriculiuyral or oiher
development.

4.3 Appropriate measures will also be taken with respect to plant genetlc rvesources

held, outside their natural habitats, in gene banks or living collectiens of plants.
Covernments and imstirutions adhering 1o this Undertaking will, in particular, ensure that
¢he raid rescurces are conserved and meintained in such a way a8 to preserve theilr valuable
characteristics for use in scientific research and plant breeding, and are also evaluated
and fully documented.

Articie 5 - Aveilsbility of Plant Genetic Resources

5. 1t will be the policy of adhering Goveroments and ipszitutions having plant genetic
rescurces under their control to allow sccess to samples of such rescurces, and to permit
theiy export, where the resources hsve bsen regquested for the purposes of sclentific re-
search, plant breeding ov genetic resource conservarion. The sawmples will be made avell-~
able free of charge, on the basls of mutual exchange or on mutually agreed terms.

11. IKTERNATIORAL COOPERATION

Article & ~ General

€. Internscional cooperation will, in particular, be directed to:

(s} estabiishing or strengthening the capabilities of developing vountries, where appro-
priate on & nmational or sub-regional basis, with respect to piant penetlc resources
seriviries, inciuding plant survey and identification, plant breeding snd seed multi-
piication and distribution, with the aim of ensbling 21l countries to sake full use
of plant genetic resources for the beneflt of their egriculrural development;
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(b} dstessifying loterssticnsl scrivizies in preserestion, evaluarion, documenzation,
exchange of plant geneiic vescurces, plant breeding, germ plass saintenance, and
seed wultiplicszion. This would include activiries carried out by FAO and other
concerned sgencies In the UN System; 12 would alsc include activities of other ipe
stitutions, inciuding those supperted by the CGIAR.  The aim would be to progres-

Ceively sovar all plant specles thar are importsnt for mgriculture and other sectsrs .
of the economy, in the presect and for the future;

{c) supporting the srrangements cutlised in Article 7, including the perticipation in
such srrangements of governments and institutions, where appropriace and feasible;

{d} consideripe measures, such as ths strengthening or establishment of funding mecha-
alsms, to finance scrivipies relating to plant genetic resources.

Artiele 7 « Imrernational Arrangements

7.1 The present internstional arrangements, being carried out under the auspices of FAD
and other organizations in the United Nations System, by national and regional institutions
and institutions supported bv the COIAR, in particular the IBPGR, for the exploration,
collection, conservation, maintenance, evaluation, documentation, exchange and use of

plant genetic resocurces will be further develeped and, where necessary, complemented in
order toc develop 2 glohal svszenm 50 a5 to ensure thar;

{a) there develops an inzernazionally eccordinated netvork of national, regional and
international centres, inzluding &n internstional network of base collections in
gene banks, under the auspices or the jurisdiction of FAC, that have assumed the
responsibility to hold, for the bepefit of the international community and on the
privciple of unrestricred exchange, base or active collections of the plant genetic
resources of particuler plant species;

() the number of such centres will be progressively increased sc as to achieve as
complete & COVErage #5 BECESSATY, in terms of species and gecgraphical distribution,
account &lso beling taken of the peed for duplicstion, of the resources to be safe-
guarded and pressrved;

fc} the activivies of the ventres thet are related to the exploration, collection, cone
servation, maintenance, rejuvenation, avaluation and exchsnge of plant genetic re-
sources will be carried our wizh due goecount being taken ef sclentific standards:

{d) sufficient suppor: in funde and facilities will be provided, at the national and
ivternstional levels, to ensble the centres to carry sut their tasks:

{e} a global information svsrem, under the coordination of ¥A0, relating to plant genetic
tescurces saintained in the aforementioned colliections, and linked to eystems es~
teblighed st the netionsl, sub-reglional and regicnal levels, will Be developed on
the basis of relevant srrvanpessments that already exiss:

(f) early werning will be gives to FAD, or to soy lnscitution designated by F&0, of any
hazards that threaten the sfficient maintenance and operation of s centre, with &
view to prompt internstional sctdon te mafeguard the materisl maintained by the

cenire,;

{g) the IEPGR pursues and develops ifs presenty activities, within its terms of reference,
in lisison wizh Fap,

(h) {4) the gemeral expansion znd improvement of relsred professionsl and {mestitutional
capsbility within develeping countries, including trainimg within appropriste ineri-
tutions io both developed gnd developing countries, is adequately funded; and
€14} the overall activity within the Undertaking ulzimately ensures & significant
improvesment in the capecity of developing countries for the production and distribu-
tiopn of improved crop varietiss, as regquired to support major increases ip agricul-
tural production, sspecizlly in develeplpg countries.




7.2 W¥ithir the coptext of the global syvetem any Govermsents or imstitutiops that agree

o participste in the Undertaking, may, furthermore, notify the Director—Gepersl of Fag
that they wigh the bage collsction or celliections for which they zre responsiblis to be
recoguized 88 part of the internstional network of base collections in gene bagks, under
the suspices or the jurisdiction of FAD. The centre concersed will, whesever reguestad
b} ?ﬁ% %ﬁ%ﬁ mgg@ziai iﬁ &k& %&8& g@liggti@ﬁ &va 1&%%@ t@ ?&f%éﬁ&§$§§5 iﬁ %&& §ﬁu&§§&3iﬁgé

0f eha*ge, on the ha&ig of mutaal exﬁhaage or on mutually agre&é LETES.

Arvicle B - Fipencial Secuvity

8.1 Adhering Govermments, and fisancing agencies, will, individuslly znd collectively
vonsider sdopting messures that would place sctivitiss relevant 1o the oblective of t¥is
Undertsking on & firper financial basis, with special considerszion for the need of develop-
ing countries to strengthen thelr capabilities in genetic vesource activities, plent breed-
ing end sesd mulviplication.

8.2 Adhering Governments, and financing agencies, will, in particulsr, explore the possi-
biliey of estsblishing mechznisms which would guarantee the availabiliry of funds that
could be immedistely sobilized o peat gituations of the kind veferved to in Article 7.1(f;.

8.2 Adhering Governwents end institutions, and finsncing agencies, will give specisl con-
sideration to reguests from FAS for exvra-budgetary funds, sgulipment or services needed to
meat situations of the kind referved to in Arzicle 7.1(f).

B.6 The funding of the establishment snd operation of the internsrional nerwork, insofar
a5 it imposes addizionsl cests on FAQ, ip the maln will be funded from extra-budgetary
TRECUTLES.

Arricle 9 - Menivoring of Activities and Relatsd Aczion by FAD

9.1 FAD will kEsep under continuous review the internationsl situstion concerning the
gxplovacion, collecvion, conservation, documenvation, exchanze and uss of plant ganetic
TESOUTOES .

111, in parvicular, eszablish an intergovernmentsl body to monitor the opsration
ATTTAE mg&x&ﬁ*@ referred to ip Article 7, mnd to take or vecomsend measures that are
ry or desirable in order to ensure the comprehensivensss of the global svstes and
;:ieﬁ‘u of its operations in lime with the Undertaking.

kig Undertaking,

$.3 In the perfovmevce of its respomsibilities outlinmed in Pary 11
g to FAD theilr

FAG will mor in consultstion with those Governments thar have indi
intention to suppert the srrangements veferved zo in Artiels 7.
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IIE. CTHER PROVISIOHNS

srticle 10 - Phverosanitery Meanures

10. This Undertaking is withoutr prejudice to any measures taken by Sovernments - in line
with the provisions of the Istermetional Plant Fretection Covvention, sdopted in Rowe on
& December 1951 - so repulate the entry of plant genetic rvesources with the aip of pre-
venting the incroduction or eprzad of plant pests.

ariicie 11 = Information on the Implementation of this Undertaking

11. At the time of adhering, Governments and instltutions will advises the Dirscioyr-
General of FAD of the sxvent o which they are in a8 position o give eflect te the prin-
ciples contsined in the Undertsking. At yearly intervals, they will provide the Divector-
Ceneral of FAD with information on the wmessurss thet they hive taken or propose b0 take to

achieve the shiscoive of this Undertaking.




AGREED INTERPRETATION OF
THE INTERNRTIONRL UNDENTARING

THE CONPERENCE,

Recognizing that:

plant genetic rezdurces are & ocommon peritage of mankind to be
preserved, and to be freely svailable for use, for the benefit of
present and future generations,

repocoonizing that:

(b}

=

the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources constitutes
a formal framework aimed &% ensuring congervation, use and
availability of plant genetic rescurces,

gome countries have not adhered o the Undertaking and others have
adhered with reservation because of posesible conflict of certain
provigsions of the Undertaking with their international chliigation
and @xisting national regulations,
these reservations snd constraints may be svercome throuvgh an
agreed interpretation of the Undertaking which recognizes Plant
Breeders’ Rights and Farmers Rights,

Endorses the sgreed interpretstion set forth hereinafter which ie intended
to iay the baeis for arn sguitable and therefore solid and lasting, global
system and thereby to facilitate the withdrawal of regservationg which
countries have made with regard to the International Undertaking, and to
secure the adhersnce of othsre:

ot

ROBETD INTEASRETATION

Flant Breeders’ BRighte as provided for undsr UPOV {Internstional
Union for the Protection of Hew Varietiss of Plani) are not
incompatible with the Internstional Undertaking;

1/ Extracted from the Report of the Twentv-fifth Session of the FAD Confererce,
Boeewr, 1129 Movesber 198G,




& wiate say iopose onlv such minlswe restrictions on the fres
sxrhange of meterizls cowered by heticle 2.1 (8} of the
International Undertaking zs are necesgary for it to conform to lts
mationsl and internstlional obligations;

states sdhering to the Undertaking recocgnize the encrmous
eontribution that farmers of all regione have made to the
consgrvation and development of plant genetlc rescurces, which
gongtitute the bssls of plant production throughout the world, and
which form the baais for the concept of Farmers’ Rights;

the sdhering states consider that the begt way to implement the
concept of Farmers’ Rights is to ensure the conservation, management
and use of plant genstic resources, for the benefit of present and
future gensrations of farmers. This could be achieved through
appropriste mesnsg, monitored by the Commission on Plant Genetic
Regources, including in particular the Intarnational Fund for Plant
Genetic Rescurcesg, zlready esgtablished by FAOD. To reflect the
responsibility of those countries which have benefitted most from
the use of germplasm, the Fund would benefit from being supplemented
by further contzibutions from adhering governments, on & basle to be
sgreed upon, in order &0 ensure for the FPund 2 szound and recurring
Basie. The Internationsl Fund should be uzed to support plant
genetic conservation, mansgement and utilization programmes,
particularly within develeping sountries, and those which are
important sources of plant genstle materisl. Specisl priority should
be placed on intensiflied sdusational programmes for biotechnology
specislists, and strengthening the capabilities of developing
countries in genetlic rescurce conservation and management, as well
&s the Lmprovement of plant breeding and sgged production.

It iz undegrstood thad:

(2] the term “fres sceess” doss not mesn frse of charge, and

iy the besnefity to be derived under the Internationsal
Ungertaking asre part of 2 reciprocel sveien, and should be

iimited to oountries adhering o the Internationsl
Undertaking.

i{dopted 79 Hovenmber 1%8%)




Resolution 5/B9 Eﬁ
FARMERS ™ RIGHTS
., THE CONFERENCE,
Recognizing that:
aj piant genetic resources are & common heritage of mankind to be

pregerved, and to be freely avallables for use, for the penefit of
present and future generations,

b} full advantage can be dérived from plant genstic resocurces through
an effective programme of plant breeding, and that, while most such
regources, in the form of wild plants and old landracss, are to be
found in developing countries, training and facilitiss for plan:
gurvey and identification, and plant breeding, are insufficient, aopr
even not avallable in many of those countries,

o) plant genetic reecurces are indispensable for the genstic
improvement of cultivated plants, but have been insufficiently

explored, and are in danger of erosion and loss,

Considering that:

a; in the history of mankind, unnumbersd generations of farmers have
congerved, improved and made svailable plant genetic resources,

b the maiority of these plant genetic rescurces come from developing
eountriss, the contribution of whoze farmers has not been
sufficiently recognized oy rewarded,

(=3 the farmers, esepecially thowe in developing countries, should
benefit fully from the improved and increased use of the natursal
rescurces they have preserved,

i there is & need to continue the conservation {(in situ and ex eitul,
development and use of the plant genetic rescurces in all countries,
and to strengthen the capabilities of developing countries in thesse
arsas,

Enderses the concept of Farmers' Rights (Farmers' Rights mean rights arising
from the past, present and future contributions of farmers in censerving,
improving, and making svallable plant genetic resovurces, particularly those in
the centres of origin/diversity. These rights are vested in the Inrermational
Communircy, as trustes for present anéd future generstions of farmers, for the
purpose of ensuring full benefizs to farmers. and supporiing the continuation of
theilr coutributions, as well ss the atraioment of rhe overall purpeses of the
ternational Underzaking} in order to:

1/ Extracted from the Report of the Twenty-fifth Session of the FAD Conference,
Rome, 11-29 November 198G,
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b}

<)

engure that the nesd for conservation is globally recognized and
that sufficient funds for thess purposes will be available;

asaiet farmers and farming communities, in all regiens of the world,
but especially in the areas of origin/diversity of plant genetic
rescurces, in the protection and conservation of their plant genetic
reascurces, and of the natursl bhiosphere;

ailow farmers, their communities, and countries in all regions, to
participate fully in the benefits derived, at present and in the
future, from the improved use of plant genetic resources, through
plant breeding and other scientific methods.

{Adopted 2% November 188%)




