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I. GERERRL

Articlie 1 - Obiasciive

i The objective of this Undertaking is to ensure that plant
genetie resources of  economic sand/or soglal intereast,
particularly for agriculture, will be suplorsd., preserved,
evaluated and made available for plant breeding and scisntific
purposes. This Undertaking is based on the universally azcocepted
principle that plant genetic resources are g heritage of manrkind
and conseguently should be asvailable without restriction.

Article 2 - Definitions and Boope

2.1 In this Undertaking:

{a} ¥“plant genetic resources”® mesans the reproductive or
vegetative propagating material of the following categories
of plants:

i. cultivated varieties {cultivars) in ocurrent usa and
newly developed varietiss;

ii. obsolete cultivars;
iii. primitive cultivars (land racesj:

iv. wild and weed species, near relatives of cultivated
varietieg;

v. special genetic stocks (incliuding elite mnd current
breeders? line and mutants:

{b} vbase collection of plant genetic resources®™ pmesns a
collection of seed stock or vegetative propagating material
{ranging from tissue cultures ito whele plants) hald for
long~-term security im order to preserve the genstic
variation for scientific purposes and as a bagis for plant
breeding;

fc} ¥Hactive collection' means a colliection which scomplementz z
base ceollection, and is 7 oollestion from which ssed
samples are drawn for distribution, eschange and other
purpeses such az multiplication and evaluation;

{d} #institution®™  means an entity established at the
international or mnational level, with or without legal
personality, for purposes ralated <o the exploration,
collesction, conservation, maintenznece, evaluation or
exchange of plant genetic resources;

' Extracted from Resolution 8/83 of the Twenty-second Session of the FAD Confersnce. Rome, 5-
23 Novermnbegr 1883,
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{ay “oentre®™ means zn institution holding s base or active
sellection of plant gesaetic rescurces, as described in
Erticie 7.

2.2 This &%éﬁw%aigﬁg reiatas to thw yzan% genatic rescurces
described in pars. #.3 {8}, of all species of aconomio &ﬁ&ﬁ@g
geeial interést; pesrticoulsrly Fer mgfionlturé Bk présent or in
the future, and has particular reference to focd oreps.

ariicle 3% ~ Bepleration of Plant Sepetic Resourcses

3.1 Goverpments adhering to this Undevisking will srganize oz
arrange for missions of exploration, conducted in accordance with
recognized scientific standards, to identily potentially valuable
piant genetic rescurces that are in dangesr of bscoming extinet
in the ecountyy concsrned, =3 well a3 other plant genstic
resouress in the country which may be usseful for deveiopment but
whose existence or ssszsntial charscteristics are a2t present
unknown, in partioulasr: '

(2) known land races or cultivarg in danger of becoming extinct
dus %45 their abandonment in faveur of ths cultivatiocn of
new cultivars:

(b} the wild relatives of cultivated plante in aress identified
as centres of genetie diversity or natural distributiony

{cy species which ars not actually cultivatsd but may be used
for the benefit of mankind ss & source of food or ravy
matarials {such as fibres, chemical compounds, medicine or
timbher) .

3.2 Special efforts will be mads, in the coptext of Artiels 2.1,
where the dangar of extinction @g plant spscies is oertain, or
iz likely, having regard to circumstances such a5 the clearance
of ?égﬁﬁaﬁaﬁﬁ from tropicsl rain forssts and %@@Emafﬁé lands with
& viey to the expansion of vultivated zrsas.

Briicie 24 - Preseyvaibleon, Bvslusticon znd Docusentation of
Plant cenatic Hesources

4.1 Eppropriate legislstive and other messures will Dbe
maintained and, where nesosssary, developed and aé@gi%ﬁ,%a-yzgtﬁat
and preserve the plant genstic resourses of plsnts growing in
arezs of their natursl habliisat in the msior centres of gsansiic
diversity.

4.2 Heasurss will be taken, if nescessary through ianternational
@ﬁ@%@f&ﬁi&ﬁg to ensure the scientific @@Ei%ﬁﬁuw%‘&ﬁé safeguarding
of materizl in zreas whers important plapt genetic rescurces are
in danger of bevomiag sxtinet on account of agricultural or other
developpant.

4.3 ZAppropriate messurss will slso Dbe itaken with resspect to
plant genetlc rescurces held, outside their nmbtural habitabs, in
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gene banks or living collactions of planis. governmants and

inastitutions adhering te this Undertakimg will, is particulsz,

snsure that the zeld rescurcss are congerved ssnd maintained in

such & way &8 to pressarve thelr wvalusbhble charscieristics for use

in ggi%g%ﬁgiﬁ resssreh and gianw b?ﬁ@éi?g} and syve alos evaiusi ﬁ
' n;ﬁ@@%@éﬁ : - o

cle & - Awsilubility of Bie ’"%@:’z’%éé%@-@ﬁ;ﬁ”ﬂ%@%ﬁ%ﬁ%}%@

L It wili be the poliny of adhering Governments and
institutions having gia@% genetic rescurces under their control
to allow access Lo samples of sueh rasourees, and e psrzit their
gxport, where the reszoursss have been reguestisd for the purposes
of selentific ressarch, plant bresding or gsastlc rescurce
conservation. Yhe samples wlll be nade sveilable fres of charge,
on the basis of mutual exchange or on mutually agresd terms.

Xi. ¥ : CODPERRETION

EREBT IO

Article 5 ~ SGoperal

G International cooperstiocn will, in particular, ke dirscted
to:

{2} establishing or strengthening the capabilities of
developing countyies, where appropriszte on & nationsal or
sub-rogionsl basis, with respect to plant genetis rasources
activities, including plant survey and identification,
plant &gﬁeﬁémg and seed multipiication and d&istribution,
with the zim of enabling all countries Lo make full use of
plant genstic resources for the bensfit  of  their
agriculiural daveliopment;

{b} intensifyvinmg interrstional seotivities in pressrvation,
avalustion, Jdooumentaition, exchangs of plant genetic
resources, plant brseding, vermplase maintenance, and sead
multiplication. This would includs sctivities csrried out
by Fa0 and othey concerned sgencies in the UN Sysztem, it
would alse idnciude sotivities of other imstitutions,
including thoss supported by the UGIAR. The ziz would be
to progressively covear all plant species that arse important
for agriculture and other sectors of the sconomy, in the
present and for the future:

{ey eupporting the srrangements outlimed in  ARrtisle 7,
ineluding the psriicipation in suech arrangements of
governments and instlituticms, where approprists  and
fezgible .

{d)y considering messures, such as the strengthening or
gstablishment of funding mechanisms, to finance activities
reiating to plant genetic resosurcss.
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article 7 -~ Intermational Arrangements.

7.1 The present international arrangements, being carried out
under the suspices of FAC and other organizations in the United
suntions oystem, by national and regiomal institutions and
institutions supported by the CGIAR, in particular the IBFGR, for
the  exploratisn, oolldctlon, congarvation, —~maintensnce,
evaluankisn, ddcumentztion, sxchange and use of plant genstic
resources %ilil bz further developed and, where necessary,
complemented in order to dsvelop a global system so as to ensure
that:

(ay there develops an internationally ceoordinated network of
pationsl, regional and international certres, including an
international network of base collections in gene banks,
gndeyr the auspices or the jurisdiction of FAO, that have
assumed the responsibility to hold, for the benefit of the
internaticnal eommunity and on  the principle of
unrestricted szchangs, base or active collections of the
plant genstic resources of particular plant species;

{bY the number of such centres will be progressively increased
2o ms o achisve as goppliete a coverage s necessary, in
terms of szpeciss and geographical distribution, account
zisc being taken of the need for duplication, of the
rasources to be safeguarded and preserved;

the setivitiss of %the centres that are reiated to the
sEploration, gollection, aonservation, maintenance,
reduvenation, evaluation and exchange of plant genetic
rosources will be earried out with due account being taken
of gseisntific steundards;y

o,
£
it

sufficient support in funds and facilities will De
provided, at the national and international leavels, to
enable the centres to carry out their tasks;

ity
£
s

(e} & giobal information system, under the coordination of FAO,
reizting %o plant genetic rescurces maintained in the
afore-mentionsd coollestions, and linked to systems
sstablished st ¢he national, sub-regional and regiocnal
isvels, will be developad on the basis of relevant
srrangements that alveady exist;

(£}  early warning will be given to FACG, or to any institution
designated by FAO, of any hazards that threaten the
afficient maintenance and operation of a centre, with a
view %o prompt international action to safeguard the
material maintained by the centre:

(g} the IBPGR puvsuss and develeps its present activities,
within its terms of reference, in liaison wit FAO;

ihy 4. the general expansion and improvement of related
professional and institutional «capability within




%

o

!

developing oountries, ineluding Etraising within
spproprisie ipstitutisms iz  both developed and
develeping countrises, is adegusitely fundsed: and

ii. the oversll astivity within the Undertsking uitimately

enpsurss & significant improvement in the capacity of

- devaloping ocountyies for the  production  and

distributiocn of improvaed crop varietiss, as reguired

te support maior increszes in sgriculiural production,
gepacially in developing countries.

7.2 ®ithin the conbewt of the glcobal svsten any Jovermments or
institutions that sgree to partisipats ln the Yndertaking, may,
furthaermora, notify the Director-Geseral of FAO that they wish
the base sollection or collections for which thay are responsibla
to be recogaized as part of the intsrastionsl network of base
collections in gene banks, under the svsplces or the jurisdiction
of FAS. Ths centre voncsrnsd will, whenever reguested by FRO,
make materizl in the base ceollectlon avallable to participants
in the Undevtaking, for purposss of sciantific rsseaveh, plant
breeding or genstlic rescurce congsrvalion, free of charge, on the
basis of mutusl exchanges or on mutually agresd Lerms.

Ariicle 3 = Fisapeial Seguriiy

£,.1 Adnering Governments, and finasncling agsancies, wiil,
individualy and collectively, consider sadopting msssures that
would place acotivities relesvant to the objective of this
findertaking on & firmer finsnoial Dbasis, with spsoizl
congideration for the need of developing countries to strengthen
their capebilities in genetic rescource activities, plant breeding
and saed mulitipiication.

.2 AsShering Governments, and finsneing sgsncises, will, in
particular, eswxplore the possibility of establishing mechsnisms
whieh woul@ gquarantee the availabiliiy of funds that could be
immediately mebilived to mest situstions of thse kind referred to
in Article 7.1 {(F%.

fy

8.2 Adhering dovernments and dastilitutions and financing
agsncies, will givs specizl consideration ts reguests from FAO
for eztraz-budgetary fundz, syulipment or servicses neseded to mest
situations of the kind referred to fn Article 7.1 {(I}.

n

£.4 The funding of the establishsent znd operation of the
internstionsl network, insofay sz 1¥ imposes sdditionsl costs on
FAG, in the main will be funded from eztra-budgelary resources.

Ereiels ¢ - Bonibavrine of Betieities and Belated Rotion by FAD

.1 ¥FaO will Reep under continucus ryeview the internationsl
gituation concerning the ezploration, collsction, counsarvation,
documentation, exchangs and uss of plant genetic rasources.

%.2 FAO wil, in particulary, sstablish an intergovarnzmental body
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te moniter the operation of the arrangements referred to in
Article 7, znd to take or recoumend messures that are necessary
or Qesirabls in order to susure the comprehsnsivenass of the
giobal systen and the sfficlency of its operations in line with
the Sndsriaking.

$.3% In'the performanve of 1is responsibilities outlined in Part
$T of this Usdertaiing, PO will zot in sonsgltation with thosze
governments that have indicated to FAO their intention Lo support
the arrangsments referrved to in Articla 7.

IIZ. PROVISTONS

Eriicle 10 - Phyitosanitary Hsasures

10, Thiz Undertaking is without prejudice to any measures taken
by Governments ~in ilins with the provisions of the International
piant Protection Convention, adopted iz Rome on 6 December 18851 -
to regulste the entry of plant genetic resources with the ainm
of preventing the introduction or spread of plant pests.
article 13 ~ Information on the Implementation of Lthis
Undertaking

i1, At the time of adhering, dovernmenits and institutions will
advise the Director-Genasral of FAO of the extent to which they
are in a position to give sffect to the prineiples contained in
the Undertaking. At yearly intervals, they will provide the
pirector-General of FA0 with information on the msasures that
they have taken or proposa to take to achisve Lhe sbiective of
this Undertaking.




Besclution 4759

REATIONEEL UBDERTREIRG

SGEEED I PRETATION OF

THE CORVERENCE,

Recoqnizing thak:

plant genetic resources are a common heritage of mankind to
e preserved, snd to bs freely available for use, for the
henafit of presest apd future generations,

FPurther recognlizing Ehasts

{a} the Internationzl Undertaking on Plant ¢Genetic Resources
constitutes &  formal framework aimed at ensuring
congervation, use and availebility of plant genetic
resources,

{b} szome countries have not adhared to the Undertaling and
others have adhered with reservztiocn because of poszibls
gonfliet of certain provisions of the Undertaking with
their international obligations and existing national
regulations,

{c¢} these reserxvations and constraints may be overcome through
an agresed interpretation of the Undertaking which
rogognizes Plant Braeders? Rights and Parmerst Rights,

Endorses the azgreed interpretation set forth hereinafier which
ig intended to lay the basis for an eguitable and, therefore
solid and lasting, global systen snd thereby to facilitate the
withdrawal of reservations which countries have made with regard
to the International Usnilsertaking, and to secure the adherence of

others:

AEBERD 1

REPRETATICN

1. Plant Breaders’ Bights, as provided for uander UPOVY
{Ipternstional Union for the Protection of ¥ew Varietise of
Plantl gre  not  incempatible with the International
Undertaking:

Z. & state may imose only such nminimum restrictions on the
free exchange of matsrials covered by hrilicle 2.2 (&) of
the International Undertaking as are necessary for it to
conform to its national and interpaticnazal obligations:

3. states adhering Lo the Undertaking recognize the snormous
contribution that farmers of all regions have made to the

* Extract of the Twerty-fith Seasion of the PAD Conference, Home, 11-29 Movember 1985,
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conservation and development of plant genetic resources,
whioh constituts the basis 2f plant production throughout
the world, and which form 4he basls for the concept of
Farmers?! Rights;

the adbering sistes copsider that the best way to implement
the coppept of Farsere'Rights dim  to - ensure the
senservation, weansgesent and use of plznt  Ggenetie
regources, for the Dbenafit of presesnt and futurs
gensrations of farsers. This could be achisved throughk
appropriste means, monitored by the Commlission on Plant
Genaetic Resouraes including in particular the
Internaztional Fund for Plaant Genstic Resources, slready
astablished by FAO. To reflect the responsibility of those
countries which bhave bensfitied =zost fremx the uss of
germplasm, the Pund would bensfli frow being supplemanted
by further contributions frop sdhering governmenis, ok a
basis to be agreed upon, in order to ensure for the Fund 2
sound and recurring basis. The Internationasl Fund shoudl
be used to support plant gesetic comservation, mansgement
and uwtilization programsmes, particulariy within devsloping
countries, and those which are important sourcss of plsnt
genetic material. Epecial pricrity should bs placed on
intensified eaducationsl pregrammes for biotechaology
specisliste, and strengthening the ocapabilitiss of
developing countriesz in genetic resourcs conservation and
managenent, as welli ag the improvement of plant breeding
and geed production.

It iz understecd that:

{2} the term “fres acoess® doeg not mesn fres of charge,
s

{BY  Ehe benefite to De derived under the Internstional
Undertzking are part of s poiprocal system, sand
should bs limited to eounicies adhering Lo the
Internsiicnal Undertaking.

iadontad on 2% Hovenber 198%;




Resoluticn 5/8%

FARMERS® RIGHTS

THE CONFPESERCE,
Recogniging that:

{a} plant genetic resources are z common heritage of mankind to
ba preserved, and to be freely available for use, for the
bensfit of present and future generations,

{b} full advantage can be derived from plant genetic resourcses
through an effective programme of plant breeding, and that,
while most such resources, in the form of wild plants and
0id landraces; ars to be found in developing countries,
training and faeilities far plant SUrVey and
jdentification, and plant breseding, are insufficient, or
aven not available in many of those countries,

{¢] plant genetic resources are indispensable for the genstic
improvement of gultivated piants, but have heen
insufficiently explored, and in danger of erosion and loss,

Conaidering bhat:

{a} in the history of mankindé, unnunbered generations of
farmers have conserved, improved and made avallable plant
genetic resources,

{b) the majority of these plant genetic resources come from
developing countries, the contribution of whose farmers has
not been sufficiently recognized or rswarded,

{e}  the farmers, especiaily those in developing oountries,
should benefit fully from the improved and incressed use of
the natural resources thay have preserved,

sy
]
R

there is 2 nead to continue the congervation {(in situ and
#x  situ), dJdevelopment and use of the plant genetic
resources in all countrises, and +to strengthen the
capabilities of develeping countries ip these areas,

Endoyrsesz the concept of Farsmers® Rights {(Farmers® Rights mean
rvights arising from the past, present and future contributions
of farmers in conserving, improving, snd msking available plant
genetic rescurces, particulzrly thoss in the centres of
erigin/diversity. These rights are wvested in the International
Community, &8s trustee for present and future generations of
farmers, for the purpose of ensuring full benefits te farmers,

> Ewiract of the Twanty-fifth Seszion of the FAD Conference. Home, 11-28 November 1989,
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and supporting the continustion of their contributions, as wel
as the attainment of the overall purpcses of the International
Undertaking) in order to:

{a)

(b}

(e}

ensure that the nesd for conservation is globally
recognized and thst sufficient funds for these gﬁr@ggas
wilil be availables : ,

assist farmers and farming comsunities, in all regions of
the world, but especiazlly in the areas of origin/diversity
of plant genetic resources, in the protection and
conservation of thelr plant genetic ressourcses, and of the
patural biosphere:

allow farmers, their communities, and countries in all
regions, to participste fully in the benefits derived, at
present and in the futurs, from the improved use of plant
genetic resources, Lthrough plant breeding and other
seientific methods.

{Adopted on 29 Novembsr 198%;
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Rezclubion 35231

THE COHFERENCE,

(b}

{c)

(@)

the concept of mankind's heritage, as applied in the
International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources, is
subject to the sovereignity of the states over thelr plant
genati¢ resources,

the availability of plant genetic rescurces and the
information, technologies and funds necessary to congserve
and wutiliige them, are complementary and of equal
importance,

2all nations can be contributors and beneficlaries of plant
genetic resources, information, techmologies and funds,

conditions of access to plant genetic resources nesd
further clarificationy

Considering that:

{a)

{b}

(e}

(8}

the best way to guarantee the paintshance of plant genetic
ragources 1is %o ensure their effective and beneficial
utilization in all countries,

the farmers of the world have, over the millennias,
Gomesticated, conserved, nurtured, improved and mads
available plant genstic reszources, and continues to do so
today,

advanced technologies and local rural technologies are both
important and complemsntary in the conservation and
utilization of plant genetic rescources,

in situ and ex zitu conservation are importsat and
complementary strategies for smaintaining genetic diversity:

Endorses the following points:

i.

that nations have sovereigsn rights over their plant genetic
Tescurces;

that breeders' lines and farmers® breeding materiazl should
only be available a2t the discretion of their developers
during the period of development:

that Farpers' Rights wiil be iwmplemented through an

¢ Extract of the Twenty-sixth Session of the FAQ Conference. Rome, 5-27 November 1681,




international fund on plant genetie resources which will
support plant genebtic conservatien and wtilizstion
programmes, particulasriy, but net exclusivsly, in the
developing countries:

that the effective conservation and sustalinables utilizstion
of plant genstic resources is & préssing aud pérmanent
need, and, theyefore, the resscurces for the internabional
fund as well as for other funding mechanisms should be
substantial, sustzinable and based on the principles of
eguity and t{ransparencyy

that through the Couwmiszsion on Plant Senatic Regources, the
doners of geneiic rescurces, funds and technology will
determine and ovarses the policies, programmes and
priorities of the fund and other funding mechanisws, with
the advice of the appropriazts bodies.

{adopted on 25 Hovember 1831}




