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The VII" International Congress on Cactus
Pear and Cochineal
and

The VII" General Meeting of the FAO-
ICARDA International Technical Cooperation

Network on Cactus Pear and Cochineal
Agadir (Morocco), October 17-22, 2010

First Announcement

Previous International Congresses on Cactus Peadd&@ochineal were
held in Mexico (1991), Chile (1992), South Africd996), Tunisia (2000),
Mexico (2004) and Brazil (2007). Morocco, a countoy tradition and
hospitality will host the seventh International Cgness on Cactus Pear
and Cochineal and the Vil General Meeting of the FAO-ICARDA
International Technical Cooperation Network on Cact Pear in Agadir,
October 17-22, 2010.

The Kingdom of Morocco is located in the upper nlovtest corner of
Africa, 15 km south of Spain through Gibraltar Stra The kingdom's
capital is Rabat. The national territory extends @m area of about 71
millions ha with a population of about 31 millions.

Cactus crop has been introduced into Morocco mdnart four centuries
ago and is spread on about 110,000 ha over the ¢ourFrequent
droughts led farmers to plant this crop to mitigaéed adapt to climate
variability.

The recent Moroccan agricultural strategy entitléthe Green Morocco
Plan”, lunched in 2008, is aiming to (i) developraodern integrated and
competitive agriculture and (ii) promote a sociafjaculture focusing on
improving the welfare of small holders. Cactus is@of the promoting
alternative crops, in particular for marginal lands central and
southern regions of the country. A cactus developrprogram is fully
integrated in the second pillar of the Green Morax®lan targeting the
following objectives:

- Convert cereal crops in marginal areas to cactuatations;

- Enhance cactus productivity and favor export of ¢as value-
added products through various investment and manke
channels.

- Promote cactus products as “niche” products havingedicinal,
cosmetic and nutritional qualities with high valuaddition.



The objectives of the VII™ International Cactus Congress meet those of the FAO-ICARDA
Cactusnet bringing together scientists, producers, operators, users to share new research
findings and know-how and to promote enterprises for the benefit of the rural poor.

The VII" International Congress includes:
- Nine scientific sessions introduced by key note speakers,

- One day field visit to show some of the Moroccan achievements in cactus
development,

- VII™ General Meeting of the FAO-ICARDA International Technical Cooperation
Network on Cactus Pear

- An optional 2-day Post-Congress tour to acquaint participants with cactus
development program in Central Morocco and give the opportunity to discover
Moroccan culture and traditions.

Venue
17-22 October 2010, Hotel Atlantic Palace, Agadir, Morocco

Organizers
= Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries (Directorate of Chain Value Development/
DDFP; Directorate of Education, Training and Research/ DEFR)
= Agricultural National Research Institute (INRA Morocco)
= Agricultural Regional Office (ORMVA) Sous Massa
= Souss Massa Regional Council
= The Moroccan Association of Cactus Development (AMADEC)
= Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

= FAO-ICARDA International Technical Cooperation Network on Cactus pear and
Cochineal

= |nternational for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA)
= |nternational Society of Horticultural Science (ISHS)

Convener
Mr. Akka Oulahboub (aoulahboub@yahoo.fr)

Honorary Presidents of the Congress
H.E. Aziz Akhnouch, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Morocco
Dr. Enrique Arias, FAO Officer/AGPC

Editorial board

= Ali Nefzaoui

= Akka Oulahboub

= Abderrahman Hilali
= Ahmed Bamouh



National Organizing Committee
Chairman: Mr. Ahmed Bentouhami

Members: Akka Oulahboub, AbderrahmaneHilali, Mohammed Badraoui, Abderrachid
Boutouba, Hassan Bellouch, Abderrahmane Ait Lhaj, Abderrahamne Ait Hammou, Mustapha
Aderdour, Mohammed Al Ifriqui, Salma Daoud, Kaltouma Achahour, Karim Anegay,
Mohammed Khannoufi, Abdelkarim El Bidani.

Local Organizing Committee
Chairman: Mr. Abderrahmane Hilali

Members : Latifa Yaagoubi, Hassan Bellouch, Houch Abdellah, Said Aquarial, Hassan Ait
Oubahou, Mohammed Alami , Mustapha Aderdour, Imane Charaeddine , Mohamed Ourais,
Kalthouma Achaour,

Scientific Committee

Ali Nefzaoui (General Coordinator FAO-ICARDA Cactusnet), Carmen Saenz (Chile), Paolo
Inglese (ISHS), Monica Nazareno (Argentina), Candelario Mondragon (Mexico), Liberato
Portillo (Mexico), Enza Chessa (ltaly), Abdelwahid Ghorbal (Tunisia), Hichem Ben Salem
(Tunisia), Abderrahmane Hilali (Morocco), Mohamed Araba (Morocco), Mohamed Boujnah
(Morocco), Mohamed Boujghagh (Morocco), Mohamed Qaro (Morocco), Salma Daoud
(Morocco), Mohammed Al Ifriqui (Morocco)

International Organizing Committee

= Akka Oulahboub (Convener)

= Ali Nefzaoui (FAO-ICARDA Cactusnet)

= Mohammad El Mourid (ICARDA)

= Paolo Inglese (ISHS)

= Mohamed Badraoui (INRA Morocco)

= Mohamed Khannoufi (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Morocco)

= Karim Angay (Agency for Economic and Social Development of Southern
provinces of Morocco)

Provisional Program

October 17, 2010

Arrival of participants

16.00-20.00 Registration

October 18, 2010

08.00-10.00 Registration

10.00-11.00 Opening ceremony

11.00-11.30 Coffee break

11.30-12.00 Presentation of cactus crop in Morocco

12.00-13.00 Session 1. Genetic resources, biology and biotechnology



13.00-14.30
14.30-16.30
16.30-18.00

October 19, 2010

08.30-11.00
11.00-11.30

11.30-13.00
13.00-14.30

14.30-16.00
16.00-16.30
16.30-19.00

October 20, 2010

08.30-11.00
11.00-11.30

11.30-13.00
13.00-14.30

14.30-16.00

16.00-18.00

October 21, 2010

October 22, 2010

09.00-13.00

October 23 and 24,

2010

Lunch
Session 1 (ctd.)
Session 2. Agronomy and Fruit Production

Session 3. Medicinal and Cosmetic uses
Coffee break

Session 3. Medicinal and Cosmetic uses (ctd.)

Lunch
Session 4. Post harvest and Agro-industries

Coffee break.

Session 5. Desertification control and environment
conservation

Session 6. Animal Feeding

Coffee break

Session 7. Cochineal

Lunch

Session 8. Pests and diseases

Session 9. Pitayas and pitahayas

Field visit: Cactetum at Ait Amira (INRA), Cooperative Sahara
Cactus, Cooperative Sbouya (Sidi Ifni), UNDP/South Agency
Cactus Project

Vlith General Meeting of the FAO-ICARDA International
Technical Cooperation Network on Cactus Pear

2-day Post-Congres Tour to Marrakech Region



Registration
Participants are encouraged to proceed with registration at an early stage.

Please fill the following information and send by mail to the Convener

Name
Forename

Occupation/
Institution

Mail .
Postal address i
Tel./ffax e

Are you willing to

Participate

Participate and present an oral contribution

Participate and present a poster

Registration Fees

Before July 31°" | After July 31°* | Local Student
2010 2010 participant
250 $ US 300 $ US 200 $ US 100 $ US

Deadline for abstract  July 31* 2010
submission

For additional information, contact:

= The Convener: Mr. Akka Oulahboub. Direction de I'Enseignement de la
Formation et de la Recherche. Ministére de I'Agriculture et de la Péche Maritime.
Avenue Moulay Laarbi Alaoui, Souissi, Rabat. Maroc. Tel. ++ 2125377734, fax.
++212537776734 mobile: ++212661295667. Mail: aoulahboub@yahoo.fr

= The FAO-ICARDA Cactusnet General Coordinator. Dr. Ali Nefzaoui. 1, rue des
Oliviers. El Menzah V. 2037 Tunis, Tunisia. Tel: ++21671752134-71752099; fax:
++21671753170, mobile ++21622347149; mail: a.nefzaoui@cgiar.org



