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Mesh size of trawl nets exploiting demersal resources 
 

 

 

 

RECALLING that the objectives of the Agreement establishing the General Fisheries Commission for the 

Mediterranean are to promote the development, conservation, rational management and proper utilization 

of living marine resources; 

 

RECALLING Recommendation REC.CM-GFCM/29/2005/1 on the management of certain fisheries 

exploiting demersal and deepwater species and, notably, Article 1 therein; 

 

REAFFIRMING its commitment to further improve the selectivity of demersal trawl fisheries beyond that 

which is permitted by the 40 mm diamond mesh size with the view to ensure a better protection of 

juveniles of several species as well as to reduce discarding practices in a multispecies context; 

 

NOTING that the wide diversity of fishing fleets and gear used in the zone under the competence of the 

Commission makes it essential to establish a general regulatory framework that permits the formulation 

and application of national regulations adapted to individual cases, in an effort to achieve the maximum 

effectiveness of sustainable management of living marine resources; 

 

NOTING that some local and seasonal trawl fisheries exploiting not-shared demersal stocks in coastal 

areas may need some more time to adjust to the diamond mesh size of 40 mm; 

 

RECOGNIZING that from a socio-economic point of view it is necessary to avoid immediate disruption of 

those local and seasonal fisheries while ensuring their gradual phasing out; 

 

ADOPTS in conformity with the provision of paragraph 1 (b) and (h) of Article III and Article V of the 

GFCM Agreement that: 

 

1.  By way of derogation from Article 1 of Recommendation REC.CM-GFCM/29/2005/1 

establishing the immediate implementation of at least a 40 mm diamond mesh size for the whole codend 

of demersal trawlers, the Members of GFCM may continue authorizing, until 31 May 2010 only, the use 

of codend mesh size smaller than 40 mm to operate in certain local and seasonal demersal trawl fisheries 

exploiting not-shared demersal stocks. 

 

2.  The derogation referred to in Article 1 above shall apply only to fishing activities already formally 

authorized by the GFCM Members and shall not involve any future increase in fishing effort provided. 

 

3.  A list of authorized fishing vessels involved in the fisheries, referred to in paragraph 1, and their 

characteristics together with the indication of the exploited resources and mesh size characteristics shall be 

communicated to the Secretariat at least two months before the next 32nd Session of the GFCM. 

 
 


