
The Netherlands and FAO
Partnering to achieve sustainable food systems

The Netherlands became an FAO member in 1945, and has since been a valuable resource partner on multiple FAO projects and 
programmes. The Netherlands shares FAO’s continued interest in developing programmes for the financial inclusion of family 
farmers, especially women, by treating them as entrepreneurs and promoting their access to better credit and resilience. The 
Netherlands is also one of FAO’s largest donors for locust control issues.
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Supporting fisheries and aquaculture
The European Union (EU) Member States have a common 
fisheries policy to promote a healthy and a sustainable 
fishing sector and the EU aims to maintain marine resources 
by establishing, for each Member State, annual catch quotas 
for particular fish varieties. To avoid overfishing, the EU has 
introduced Total Allowable Catches (TAC) effort limitations 
(maximum number of days at sea for fisheries) and technical 
measures that determine how and what can be caught. 

The Netherlands, as an EU Member State, is responsible for 
implementing supervisory controls on its fisheries and fleet.
The Netherlands and the EU earmarked €120 million for 
the period 2007–2013 to innovate and reorganize the 
fishing industry especially in overfishing by developing new 
fishing methods that will sustain the economy and minimize 
damage to the environment. Sustainably caught fish carries 
quality marks issued by organizations that verify compliance 
with certification regulations.

The Netherlands is also funding 10 percent of a FAO Multi-
Partner Programme Support Mechanism (FMM), which 
provides voluntary contributions to support the sustainable 
management and use of fisheries and aquaculture 
resources. Some of the FMM-funded fisheries activities 
undertaken to date include:

 ■ Consultation on international guidelines on small-scale 
fisheries (one global expert workshop, two regional 
consultations and 11 national consultations)

 ■ Strengthening partnerships and collaboration between 
stakeholders working in fisheries and aquaculture, 
disaster risk management and climate change adaptation
 ■ FAO/International Labour Organization (ILO) guidance on 
addressing child labour in fisheries and aquaculture

 ■ Capacity development for implementation of an ecosystem 
approach to fisheries and aquaculture in member 
countries, focusing on aquaculture-fisheries interaction

The Netherlands is a member of the Committee on Fisheries 
(COFI) and an active member of the European Inland 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission (EIFAAC), 
the technical Secretariat of which is in FAO. 

Eliminating child labour in agriculture
FAO works with partners to address the root causes 
of child labour, in particular through the International 
Partnership for Cooperation on Child Labour in Agriculture 
that was established in 2007. FAO promotes decent youth 
employment and safe agricultural practices as well as 
labour saving technologies and practices. All this can help 
to reduce the high number of 98 million child labourers 
in agriculture. FAO makes use of all its core functions in 
this work and promotes and participates in multi-sectorial 
action. Social protection measures are also important in 
this context so children can have enough nutritious food 
and learn for their future.

The financial contribution of the Netherlands to the 
Multi-Partner Programme Support Mechanism (FMM) 
has enabled FAO to considerably expand its activities in 
this area, implementing a programme on “Child Labour 
Prevention and Reduction in Agricultural-based Economies: 
A Pathway toward Sustainable Rural Development and 
Poverty Reduction”. Country activities are implemented 
in Niger and Malawi and a comprehensive joint 
FAO-International Labour Organization (ILO) E-Learning 
programme will be launched in 2015. 4/
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“Agriculture and food 
security are the entry 
points for growth and 
development strategies in 
many countries.”

FAO Director-General
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Desert locust control programmes
Desert Locust swarms have posed a serious threat to 
crops and grazing in Africa, the Near East and Southwest 
Asia since farming began. Plagues develop when locusts 
find ideal conditions in a sequence of seasonal breeding 
areas. This leads to rapid multiplication and increasingly 
large swarms, which also invade neighbouring countries. 
The swarms may cover several hundred square kilometres 
during plagues and contain 50 million locusts in each square 
kilometre. Crop damage by such swarms can be extensive 
since a square kilometre of insects can consume about 
200 tonnes of vegetation or crops a day. Preventive control 
aims to break the breeding sequence by intervening as early 
as possible against gregarious populations. Well-directed 
and correctly implemented surveys are necessary to provide 
information on the location, behaviour, maturation and 
density of infestations and to allow early warning and rapid 
treatment in a safe and effective manner.
The Netherlands is one of FAO’s largest donors for 
locust issues. It has contributed funding to locust control 
programmes across the Middle East and North Africa 
region through initiatives ranging from emergency response 
programmes to locust pesticides field trials, to chemical 
locust control environmental assessments, to surveys and 
prevention campaigns.

Improving water management
With a generous contribution of US$9 million, the 
Netherlands is supporting the use of remote sensing 
technology in 18 water-scarce countries in the Near East 
and Africa. The aim is to support monitoring and improve 
the use of water in crop production. Under a four-year 
programme, the related intervention is adopting advanced 
technologies such as satellite data collection, while adhering 
to an ecosystem friendly approach and ensuring equitable 
use of water resources. Thanks to an updated data portal 
of interpreted remote sensing satellite images, showing the 
state of cropped areas in near real time, experts will be able 
to assess problem areas where water and land productivity 
are low. As part of projects activities, training is delivered 
to farmers and policy-makers on how to increase water 
productivity. 
Project: Implemented by FAO in collaboration with the UNESCO-IHE 
Institute for Water Education, the International Water Management 
Institute (IWMI) and other partners.

Support for climate-smart agricultural 
systems 
The Netherlands have played a key role in the establishment 
of the Global Alliance on Climate-Smart Agriculture (GACSA). 
From hosting the first Global Conference on Agriculture, 
Food Security and Climate Change in the Hague in 2010 
(where FAO first presented the concept of CSA), to acting 

as the Interim Secretariat during 
the establishment and launching 
of GACSA, the support of the 
Netherlands to CSA is invaluable. 
The Netherlands is currently 
contributing to FAO’s major 
area of work on climate-smart 
agriculture through the following 
projects:

 ■ Building the basis for scaling up climate-smart 
agriculture (16 months, from December 2014). Working 
in Zambia, Malawi and Vietnam, the project is building 
an extended evidence base necessary to better identify 
the set of packages most appropriate for adopting 
climate-smart agriculture solutions including crop, trees, 
shrubs and other agro-forestry related options as well 
as livestock and livestock practices. These will, in turn, 
further contribute to the countries’ capacity to identify 
and select suitable climate-smart agriculture options and 
develop the institutional and policy frameworks needed to 
support them. This pilot work will significantly contribute 
to the global knowledge-base of creating enabling policy 
environments for CSA at national level.

 ■ Climate-smart agroforestry systems for the 
dry corridor of Central America (15 months, from 
December 2014). Working in Guatemala and Honduras, 
the project is scaling up climate-smart agroforestry 
systems that have already been proven to increase 
productivity and reduce environmental and climatic 
risks in an integrated and sustainable manner. It also 
complements ongoing work on crop and livestock 
practices and contributes significantly to the global 
knowledge-base of suitable climate-smart interventions.


