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World Food Day and 70-year 
FAO Celebration in Viet Nam

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) and Viet Nam’s Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (MARD) celebrated the 

35th World Food Day in northern Lao Cai province on 15 
October, the focus of a FAO-led joint UN programme on 
integrated nutrition and food security to end malnutrition 
and stunting.

This celebration, attended by FAO Representative in Viet 
Nam Mr. Jong-Ha Bae, MARD Vice Minister Mr. Le Quoc 
Doanh, the province’s people’s committee chairman and 
representatives of related State institutions, provincial 
leaders and farmers, also came as FAO marked the 70th 
anniversary of its founding, with the theme “Social 
Protection and Agriculture: Breaking the Cycle of Rural 
Poverty”.

FAO has made real progress in fighting global hunger and 
poverty in recent decades and contributed to Viet Nam’s 
achievement of a number of Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs) ahead of schedule. During 2009-2014, 
more than one million people escaped hunger and the 
country’s poverty rate fell to 6 per cent. Viet Nam will 
continue to focus efforts on maintaining and enhancing 
the MDGs, while at the same time moving forward a more 
sustainable and comprehensive development model. 
However, ensuring these achievements are obtained for 
all social groups, especially vulnerable groups, remains a 
major challenge.

Social protection programmes on their own are not 
enough to move people out of poverty, food insecurity or 
malnutrition as they do not address the structural causes of 
these problems. That is why social protection programmes 
should be linked to productivity-enhancing measures that 
sustainably improve farm incomes and nutrition as well as 
provide jobs and supply social and public services such 
as education and health care. This year with the 70-year 
anniversary of the United Nations and new Sustainable 
Development Goals SDGs, there is a mandate to ending 
hunger and extending social protection.

After the ceremony, a field training on crop production 
was held to introduce productivity-enhancing measures 
to improve farmer incomes in the province’s Bat Xat district 
as part of the World Food Day ceremony this year.
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FAO celebrates World Food Day poster contest with children

FAO and many local school students 
brought World Food Day to colorful 
life with an engaging poster 

contest. More than 100 students from 
Vinschool in Ha Noi on October 12 
received certificates in a ceremony as 
part of FAO’s World Food Day Global 
Poster Contest. One student scooped 

Global 2nd prize and received a commemorative medal from FAO 
Headquarters in Rome (poster pictured left), while each student 
received a certificate for participation. On top of the ceremony, 
the exhibition was an opportunity for students to showcase 
their talent and interest in food issues in response to the World 
Food Day theme, “Social Protection and Agriculture: Breaking the 
Cycle of Rural Poverty”. The World Food Day Poster Contest is one 
of FAO’s oldest outreach projects involving students across the 
globe. Since its launch, it has inspired thousands of children and 
young people to put their creativity and talent to work and find 
ways to fight poverty and hunger in their countries. 

Sustainable shrimp production gets boost

While robust aquaculture growth has benefited 
numerous rural communities and transformed 
Viet Nam into the world’s fourth largest sector 

producer, the sustainable growth of the country’s 
valuable shrimp industry is being blighted by disease.

To address this threat, FAO is supporting the Government 
of  Viet Nam to implement a one-year technical assistance 
project in two important shrimp farming provinces in 
the Mekong Delta’s Bac Lieu and Soc Trang provinces. 
The two provinces have been badly hit by shrimp 
disease, which has caused 15-20 percent monetary 
losses to farmers and affected up to 40 percent of total 
farming areas. These losses are of particular concern as 
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A joint UN-Government programme led by FAO 
on integrated nutrition and food security 
was launched on 5 October 2015, just one 

week after Viet Nam joined 193 nations in signing 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to end 
to hunger and poverty by 2030.  The Government 
of Spain has provided USD1.5 million for the 
programme, channeled through a SDGs fund to 
support the integrated nutrition and food security 
programme in Viet Nam.

The launching reinforces Viet Nam’s commitment 
to the SDGs to end hunger, promote sustainable 
agriculture, achieve food security and nutrition 
especially for children and vulnerable groups in Viet 
Nam.

The project will practically contribute to improving 
the health and nutrition of mothers and children 
in Viet Nam and enforcing State policies, especially 

ensuring the sustainability of the Millennium 
Development Goals.

From the UN side FAO, the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), World Health Organization (WHO) 
and UN Women will work together, each utilizing 
its core knowledge and expertise on food security, 
health and nutrition for children and vulnerable 
groups in Viet Nam. The programme on integrated 
nutrition and food security will target the most 
disadvantaged ethnic minorities, those living in 
poverty and seek to reduce inequity gaps with a goal 
to improve the nutritional status of more than 36 
million women of reproductive age and 7.1 million 
boys and girls under five in Viet Nam.  Support will 
focus on Lao Cai and Ninh Thuan provinces with 
high poverty to gather data and evidence to inform 
national policy changes and scale-up of sustainable 
and integrated nutrition and food security models. 
The programme’s priorities are driven by the 
National Strategies for Nutrition and Food Security, 
with guidance from the Scaling-Up Nutrition (SUN) 
Movement, a global initiative Viet Nam joined in 
2014.  

FAO lead on programme 
to end malnutrition and 

stunting in children

shrimp makes up half of Viet Nam’s total seafood export revenue. The project 
was formally launched on 19 August 2015 at Soc Trang city with an inception 
workshop to identify reasons for intensive shrimp farming failures and ways 
to increase farmers’ resilience through piloting sustainable shrimp production 
by organic farming, with a focus on rehabilitating destroyed mangroves in the 
two provinces.

FAO will work with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development’s 
departments of Agriculture and Fisheries to identify and demonstrate 
improved farming practices in the context of climate change challenges to 
protect farmer’s livelihoods, the environment and the industry’s sustainable 
development. 

The project is part of a FAO regional initiative on sustainable intensification of 
aquaculture for “blue growth” in Asia-Pacific. Viet Nam - which has seen a 16-
fold increase in aquaculture production in the past two decades - is one of the 
six focus countries, along with Bangladesh, Indonesia, Philippines, Sri Lanka 
and Timor Leste. 
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World School Milk Day was celebrated in Viet Nam on 4 October 
2015 to actively encourage milk and dairy consumption for a 
healthy daily diet.

This year’s event saw FAO join the ministries of Education and Training, 
Health, Nghe An People's Committee and milk producer TH Group 
to hold a national event in Ha Noi to showcase the Government’s 
nutrition policy for children aged 2 to 12 years. This programme is 
designed to ensure social protection towards all children, especially 
poor and vulnerable ones, to drink milk in the school to enhance their 
stature.

The ceremony also recognized contributions from the organizations and the private sector for the “Fund for 
Vietnamese Stature” to support poor students in Nghe An province within the school milk programme.

Great thirst for School Milk Day !

Stakeholder Workshop to Review of Food Safety and Quality Control in Agriculture

Food safety is recognized as a 
priority in Viet Nam because it 
is an essential and fundamental 

requirement for human life 
in all countries and all people 
irrespective of rich or poor. At the 
32nd FAO Regional Conference 
for Asia-Pacific in March 2014, the 
country requested FAO to assist 
member countries to strengthen 
food safety programmes, including 
efforts to harmonize and improve 
food standards, and help support 

institutions that lead to improved 
management of food safety risks. 
FAO Viet Nam took another step 
towards helping Viet Nam achieve 
better food safety with a workshop  
in October 8th to support 
stakeholders in meeting this 
objective. To increase the capacity 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development (MARD) in 
this field, the workshop shared 
key findings provided feedback 
on a mission by international 

and national consultants to 
examine MARD’s legislative and 
regulatory framework, structure 
and institutional arrangements 
and implementation aspects to 
address food safety. This mission, 
led by FAO Regional Senior Officer 
for Food Safety and Nutrition Ms. 
Shashi Sareen, met with national 
and provincial agencies as well as 
representatives of the private sector, 
research institutions and key supply 
chain stakeholders.

During the workshop, held in 
cooperation with MARD’s National 
Ago-Forestry-Fisheries Quality 
Assurance Department (NAFIQAD), 
general recommendations were 
provided by FAO consultants in the 
implementation of the Food Safety 
Law, transparency and ownership 
throughout the processes of 
law-making, national operation 
management and streamlining.
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