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Item 3 of the Draft Provisional Agenda  

SECOND MEETING OF THE AD HOC TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON 

SUSTAINABLE USE OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE 

Rome, Italy, 2 and 3 March 2015 

 

 Implementation of the Programme of Work on Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture and Supporting Initiatives  

 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

 

1.   The implementation of Article 6 is a standing priority item on the agenda of the 

Governing Body of the International Treaty, with the aim of promoting an integrated approach to 

the sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) among 

Contracting Parties. 

 

2.   At its Fifth Session, the Governing Body of the International Treaty adopted Resolution 

7/20131 on the implementation of Article 6, Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources (see 

Annex 1 of this document). The Governing Body adopted the Programme of Work on 

Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Programme of Work) and 

its Supporting Initiatives, and reconvened the Ad Hoc Technical Committee on Sustainable Use  

(ACSU). 

 

II. THE PROGRAMME OF WORK ON SUSTAINABLE USE AND THE 

SUPPORTING INITIATIVES  

   

3.  Annex 1, Table 1 to Resolution 7/2013 contains different sets of activities by 

stakeholders, divided into activities agreed by the Governing Body (Part A), and supporting 

initiatives undertaken by Contracting Parties and other stakeholders voluntarily (Part B).  

 

4. The present document describes the steps taken by the Secretariat to implement the 

guidance of the Governing Body with regard to Part A of the Programme of Work, and 

summarizes information regarding Part B. The document will be complemented by information 

documents and in-session presentations by stakeholders who are contributing, including through 

the Supporting Initiatives, to the vision, mission and goals of the Programme of Work. 

  

 

 

 

                                                      

1 http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/RES7_2013_en.pdf  

http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/RES7_2013_en.pdf
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Part A : Activities agreed by the Governing Body 

 

A1. Report on progress of activities requested by the Governing Body to Contracting 

Parties  

5.  The notification “Information relating to the implementation of Article 6 of the Treaty: 

Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources” was issued by the Secretary and sent to all the 

National Focal Points on 7 March 2014.2 The Secretary invited Contracting Parties to share with 

the Secretariat any relevant information on any actions or activities planned or undertaken by  

them in response to the invitations made by the Governing Body, in order to report on those 

activities to the Sixth Session of the Governing Body. The notification contained a summary of 

the main relevant decisions of the Governing Body, which are reproduced in the table below for 

ease of reference.   

 

Table 1: Summary of main decisions affecting Contracting Parties in relation to the 

implementation of Art. 6, Sustainable Use of PGRFA 

 

Paragraph of 

Resolution 

7/2013  

MAIN DECISIONS OF RELEVANCE TO CONTRACTING PARTIES  

1  To report on their implementation activities to the Governing Body using 

the indicators for monitoring the implementation of the Second Global 

Plan of Action for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and 

relevant reporting formats for consideration at its Sixth and Seventh 

Sessions;  

4  To implement measures and activities that promote the sustainable use of 

PGRFA, as contained in the Programme of Work on Sustainable Use of 

PGRFA and Supporting Initiatives;  

10  To promote, as appropriate, the access of all farmers to PGRFA in the 

Multilateral System and the broadening of the genetic base of crops in use  

 

6.  One Contracting Party replied to the notification with information on activities and 

programmes on the implementation of the Art.6,  highlighting the role of local and organic plant 

breeding, public-private partnership for pre-breeding, and the release of farmers’ varieties and 

seed production (see Annex 2 of this document). 

7.  In an effort to solicit more formal responses to the notification for the subsequent 

consideration by the ACSU, the Secretariat conducted informal consultations with some National 

Focal Points and FAO Permanent Representatives of Contracting Parties. The Secretariat 

gathered a number of concerns with the implementation of the guidance by the Governing Body, 

related to: 

 The lack of national resources and specific policies needed to implement the sustainable use 

of PGRFA; 

 The difficulty to share information and activities carried out at local level among the different 

stakeholders; 

 The lack of extra-budgetary support for this thematic area of work. 

8.    As a value proposition, sustainable use of PGRFA remains one of the core elements of 

the International Treaty. However, facilitating its implementation within the remit of the Treaty 

may require more strategic activities at the level of the Treaty-systems as a whole that, on the one 

                                                      

2 http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/011-GB6_Inputs_SU_en.pdf  

http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/011-GB6_Inputs_SU_en.pdf
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hand, consolidate, leverage and mainstream the numerous initiatives and programmes that are 

already in motion, and, on the other, link up to the more operational components of the Treaty, 

where the Governing Body retains a guidance and oversight role. 

9. In order tofurther enhance its impact, the Programme of Work may partially refocus and 

foresee: 

a) additional technical support for voluntary initiatives undertaken by Contracting Parties and 

other stakeholders  (Resolution 7/2013, Table 1, Part B of the Programme of Work);  

b) a possible expansion of the scope of voluntary supporting initiatives in line with the provision 

of Article 6.2, and elevating them to the main activities of the Programmeof Work; 

c) linkages with other mechanisms and areas of work of the Treaty such as: 

  non-monetary benefit-sharing mechanisms such as information sharing, access to and 

transfer of Technology and capacity building (Art. 13.2 a, b and c); 

  the International Plant Genetic Resources Networks (Art. 16)  and the Global 

Information System (Art. 17) and the relevant connection with the downstream uses of 

PGRFA, ranging from genomics to plant breeding. 

 

A2. Preparation of a set of prospective tools for the development of a Toolbox on 

Sustainable Use of PGRFA  

 

10.  The concept of the Toolbox and the justification for its development was described in 

detail in documents IT/ACSU-1/12/5 and IT/ACSU-1/12/Inf.4, considered at the first meeting of 

the ACSU. 3 In its deliberations, the ACSU  supported the development of the Toolbox on 

sustainable use and welcomed the concept of the Toolbox as a one-stop shop from which 

institutions and individuals can draw selectively for a common and comprehensive set of 

instruments to tailor solutions to specific needs. The ACSU noted that the implementation of the 

Toolbox would progress over time, bearing in mind the limited availability of resources. It 

indicated that, when developing the Toolbox, the Secretariat and its partners should avoid 

duplication of efforts with other initiatives. Furthermnore, the ACSU was aware that the 

development of the Toolbox was a complex task and noted that the definition of the term 

“sustainable use” in the Toolbox should be broad, but the initial focus of the Toolbox should be 

narrower. On that basis, the Secretary was invited to continue preparing the Toolbox.4 

 

11.  In Resolution 7/2013, the Governing Body requested the Secretary, in collaboration with 

FAO technical units and other stakeholders, and subject to the availability of financial resources, 

to continue developing the toolbox on sustainable use of PGRFA for consideration by the 

Governing Body, in order to assist Contracting Parties in the implementation of Article 6 of the 

Treaty.  

 

12. In this context, an important question is whether the challenges described in Resolution 

7/2013 as well as in the vision and goals of the Programme of Work could be progressed by 

concrete activities focusing on a limited number of relevant topics that could feed into the next 

Governing Body meeting and enrich the discussion. In that regard, the proposals that the ACSU 

can bring forward to the Sixth  Session of the Governing Body should map additional areas to 

define the set of prospective tools for the Toolbox, such as: 

 

 Improvement of traditional varieties, in particular to achieve higher production, while 

maintaining the diversity underpinning traditional production systems and modern 

breeding;  

 Pre-breeding and its increased relevance, in the aftermath of on-going initiatives on crop 

wild relatives and the progress in genomics science; 

                                                      

3 http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/ACSU1w5e.pdf and 

http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/ACSUi4e.pdf  

4  http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/gb5i5e_Report_of_the_ACSU.pdf  

http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/ACSU1w5e.pdf
http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/ACSUi4e.pdf
http://www.planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/gb5i5e_Report_of_the_ACSU.pdf
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 Inter-linkages between PGRFA management and nutrition issues, which could lead to 

consider not only diversity within crops but also landraces and underutilized and 

neglected crops. 

 

13.  Thanks to the generous contribution by the Government of Switzerland in November 

2014, the Secretary of the Treaty is making arrangements to convene an Electronic Expert 

Consultation which is expected to start in March 2015.  

 

Table 2: Electronic Expert Consultation to synthesize the set of prospective tools for the 

definition of the Toolbox on Sustainbale Use of PGRFA  

 

 Identify the group of the stakeholders and the main questions to be 

issued. 

 Launch the Consultation acting as facilitator.   

 

 Analyse the information gathered.  

 Create an annotated outline for a synthesis document on the results 

of the Consultation and on views, experiences and best practices on 

how to improve sustainable use of PGRFA. 

 Draft the set of prospective tools for a definition of a Toolbox on 

Sustainable Use of PGRFA. 

 Prepare a synthesis document for the Sixth Session of the 

Governing Body of the ITPGRFA. 

March 2015 

 

 

 

April 2015 

 

 

 

May/June 

2015 

 

 

Part B: Supporting Initiatives undertaken by Contracting Parties and other stakeholders 

voluntarily 

  

B1.  Public-Private Partnerships for Pre-Breeding  (PPP-PB)  

  

14.  From 2 to 4 February 2015, an “International Workshop on the promotion of Public-

Private Partnerships for Pre-Breeding” took place in Montpellier , France under the aegis of the  

International Treaty. The workshop was to: 

 Provide the framework towards the establishment of a global platform for the 

development of crop specific public-private partnerships for pre-breeding, to underpin 

plant breeding engagement for long term breeding goals and improved resilience of 

agricultural systems; 

 Share knowledge on public-private partnership on pre-breeding, and discuss the need for 

strategic investments into pre-breeding, from both public and private stakeholders; 

 Identify the need for and the possible scope of guidelines, methods and best practices. 

15.  Many actors from a wide range of disciplines and areas, from germplasm curators to end-

users and policy makers, attended the workshop. The workshop reaffirmed key value 

propositions of the PPP-PB, such as the strengthening of capacities for pre-breeding activities, the 

promotion of public awareness of the importance of pre-breeding for world food security, and the 

transfer of knowledge, technologies and materials to support pre-breeding.  The workshop also 

discussed the legal protection of innovations in the context of pre-breeding projects involving the 

transfer of germplasm with the SMTA.  
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16.  Follow up actions to the workshop will include thematic working groups and the 

elaboration of studies and position papers to attract donor and stakeholder attention on the 

initiative.  Of relevance to the further development of the initiative, as part of the Programme of 

Work, will be the preparation of two background studies on intellectual property and funding 

mechanisms to establish a PPP-PB, which may lead to a process for developing methodological 

guidelines and best practices for PPP-PB.5  

B2. Platform for the Co-Development and Transfer of Technologies (Platform) 

17.  The idea of a Platform for the Co-Development and Transfer of Technology has been 

developed by interested institutions since 2011. In line with provisions of the International 

Treaty, technology transfer under this initiative is as a primary form of non-monetary benefit-

sharing related to the management of PGRFA.  

18.  In the current biennium, a number of important developments have taken place in support 

of the Platform6: 

 Substantial efforts have been made by Platfrom institutions to develop a data Portal for 

facilitating information-sharing on relevant technologies under the Platform. Rice was 

chosen as the pilot crop for the data Portal. When fully developed, such a Portal could be 

the vehicle for sharing of information on relevant technologies.  

 A draft Collaboration Agreement has been developed and subsequently discussed among 

the Indonesian Agency for Agricultural Research and Development, the Brazilian 

Agriculture Research Corporation and the African Agricultural Technology Foundation.  

 Major ideas underpinning the Platform initiative have been mainstreamed in Treaty 

activities by including a funding window focused on technology development in the third 

project cycle of the Benefit-sharing Fund.  

 Technology co-development and transfer is emerging as a relevant theme in the context 

of plant genetic resource information systems, with a view to promoting cooperation on 

the development of the Global Information System of Article 17, and in recognition of 

the importance of understanding the needs and capacities of stakeholders such as 

genebanks, breeders, researchers and farmers to define priority areas for germplasm 

characterization and evaluation, and data access. 

19.  As shown by the publications of the various reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change last year, the challenges to food security and the  livelihoods of small scale 

farmers are very real. At the same time, there are exciting developments taking place in trying to 

create synergies between traditional plant breeding and modern technologies. It is crucial that 

these efforts benefit the traditional custodians of genetic diversity, i.e. the small-scale farmers of 

developing countries. The International Treaty and its Platform can have an important role in 

facilitating this.  

20.  For the Platform initiative to fulfill its potential, more sustainable funding arrangements 

are the most immediate goal of Platform institutions. In this regard, the general uptake of 

Platform ideas into a funding window of the Benefit-sharing Fund points in a potentially 

interesting direction, cf. that efforts  for technology co-development and transfer are seen as core 

activities to be given priority under the Fund, with the support of the Platform. 

21.  In mid-2015, Platform institutions will convene an internal meeting to take stock of the 

developments occurred so far in this biennium, and agree on a realistic set of activities to produce 

substantive outcomes for the Sixth Session of the Governing Body.     

 

 

                                                      

5 IT/ACSU-2/15/Inf.1 

6 IT/ACSU-2/15/Inf.2  
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B.3 Actual and potential value of underutilized species of local and regional importance for 

food security and sustainable development 

 

 

22.  The Global Crop Diversity Trust, together with the Millennium Seed Bank of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Kew and in partnership with national and international gene banks and plant 

breeding institutes around the world, has engaged in a global effort to collect, conserve and use 

crop wild relative diversity.  “Adapting Agriculture to Climate Change: Collecting, Protecting 

and Preparing Crop Wild Relatives” is a 10-year project  supported by the Government of 

Norway. It focuses on the wild relatives in the genepools of 29 crops7 of importance to food 

security, all included in Annex 1 of the International Treaty. The project aims to: (1) identify 

CWR diversity that is missing from existing genebank collections, is most likely to be of value in 

adapting agriculture to climate change, and is most endangered; (2) support national programs to 

collect this diversity from the wild and conserve it in genebanks; (3) evaluate CWR diversity for 

useful traits and prepare it for use in crop improvement (pre-breeding); and (4) make the resulting 

products and information widely available. 

 

23.  The first phase of the project was dedicated to research and planning to determine the 

species and geographical areas for collection (gap analysis). The major outputs of the research 

phase are: (1) a global inventory of CWR, (2) a curated occurrence dataset on the CWR of major 

crops, (3) gap analysis results for these crops, and (4) a website to make these resources widely 

available. The results of the gap analysis have been used to prioritize regions for collecting and 

agreements with national programs to support collecting activities are now in place with 5 

countries. Two pre-breeding pilot projects were established for rice and sunflower at the 

beginning of the project. The establishment of pre-breeding projects is now gaining pace with six 

additional projects underway for lentil, eggplant, potato, carrots, wheat and chickpea, all of which 

include strong capacity building components.  

 

24.  The project contributes to the sustainable use of plant genetic resources by: 

- enabling breeders and farmers to develop varieties that are adapted to changing 

environmental conditions; 

- broadening the genetic base of crops by increasing the range of genetic diversity available 

to farmers to help reduce the vulnerability of agricultural systems and counteract genetic erosion.  

 

25.    Bioversity International has been working to prevent the loss of neglected and 

traditional varieties on farm and of that of wild relatives in situ. Its research has been focusing on 

the better understanding of the scientific basis for both on farm and in situ conservation and ways 

to link the conservation of local diversity to their sustainable use. Bioversity has made a 

contribution regarding in-situ and onfarm management of PGRFA in the context of the 

Consultation on the Global Informatino System (COGIS) which is also relevant for the 

Programme of Work on Sustainable Use. With the collaboration of data providers, institutions 

and stakeholders, the Global Information System of Article 17 of the Treaty may include 

information about PGRFA located in situ and on-farm to meet the needs of target users 

(custodian farmers, research organizations, NGOs, national authorities, international 

organizations, global treaties and conventions). The System should  also enable the monitoring of 

changes in thisdiversity, which would support decision-making processes by different targeted 

users.In view of the intersection between the scope of Article 6 and the development of the 

Global Information System, the Secretariat has made available to the ACSU, the input paper that 

Bioversity International, with the International Center for Tropical Agriculture, the International 

Potato Center and the Global Biodiversity Information Facility, submitted to the recently held 

Expert Consultation on the Global Information System. (IT/ACSU-2/15/Inf.3).  

. 

 

                                                      

7 African rice, alfalfa, apple, Asian rice, bambara groundnut, banana, barley, carrot, chickpea, common bean, cowpea, 

eggplant, faba bean, finger millet, grasspea, lentil, lima bean, oat, pea, pearl millet, pigeonpea, plantain, potato, rye, 

sorghum, sunflower, sweet potato, vetch, wheat. 
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Other activities  

The contribution of the Benefit-Sharing Fund projects to the Sustainable Use of PGRFA 

 

26.  Sustainable use is one of the three agreed priorities of the Benefit-sharing Fund Benefit-

sharing Fund of the International Treaty8.  Recognizing the importance of agrobiodiversity to 

climate change adaptation, BSF projects address the development of appropriate strategies and 

actions that will ensure that PGRFA are conserved and sustainably managed by implementing, 

inter alia, the following measures:  

• National biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans for the conservation and sustainable 

use of PGRFA and promotion of  Diverse Farming Systems (Article 6.2a of the Treaty) 

27.  During its second project cycle, the BSF has funded 12 Strategic Action Plans (SAPs) in   

Mesoamerica, Asia, Near East and Africa  that address the role of PGRFA for food security and 

adaption strategically, through advanced planning that articulates practical and effective actions 

and policy responses for the conservation and sustainable management of PGRFA, including 

progressive build-up of skills, knowledge and information bases and technologies. 

• Research that enhances biological diversity for the benefit of farmers (Art 6.2b of the 

Treaty) 

28.  The BSF has sponsored through its concluded first and ongoing second project cycles a 

total of 27 Immediate Impact projects that aim at building resilience in the face of climate change 

through a targeted set of high impact activities on the conservation and sustainable use of 

PGRFA. By sponsoring these projects, the Benefit-sharing Fund contributed to ongoing research 

activities that facilitated the characterization of 3500 accessions of nine different crops (rice, 

beans, citrus, finger millet, lablab beans, maize, potato, sorghum, tomato, wheat).  A broad range 

of activities have included research carried out by Genebanks, National, Regional and 

International Research Institutions with a focus on the identification of resistant varieties to biotic 

and abiotic stresses and subsequent improvement and distribution to farmers of material with 

adaptive  traits.  These activities have resulted, so far,  in the identification and multiplication 

such as:  

 7 sorghum varieties with high yields and drought tolerance in Tanzania,  

 14 faba bean varieties tolerant to chocolate spot disease in Morocco, and  

 the identification of an improved variety of rice (INPARA 3) with adaptability to floods 

and high yields in Indonesia.  

29. Similarly, Partners in Kenya characterized 54 accessions of finger millet, nine out of 

which exhibited high yields and resistance to blast disease, and one with very good lodging 

resistance, meaning it withstands the severe storms that are frequent in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania 

and Ethiopia. Based on these findings, the project contributed towards the development of ten 

new crosses between African and Indian traditional varieties of finger millet, incorporating also 

resistance traits of two wild finger millet relatives, thus increasing the adaptation capacity of local 

communities. Similarly, five drought tolerant rice varieties have been identified and two new 

genes with resistance to Bacterial Leaf Blight have been found in Uttarakhand (India). Farmers 

started to diversify the production systems of rice in the region by cultivating these identified new 

locally adapted varieties and by promoting and expanding the use of System of Rice 

Intensification, an ecologically friendly, low labor input and cheap option for higher yields that is 

being implemented in two BSF projects in India.The results of these activities are disseminated to 

farmers through training, field schools and extension services and facilitate the diversification of 

cropping systems and the management of biotic and abiotic stresses of local communities.  

• Evaluation, characterization and plant breeding (Art. 6.2c of the Treaty) 

                                                      

8 The BSF is currently sponsoring 28 projects in more than 40 developing countries across Africa, Asia, Near East, 

Latin America and South West Pacific regions with the aim of building resilience of local communities in the face of 

climate change and food insecurity through the management of PGRFA. 
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30. Most of the material that has been collected as part of the BSF portfolio, as well as the 

genetic material already available in genebanks  has been evaluated and characterized using both 

traditional and scientific methods, including state-of-the-art molecular techniques. In general, the 

material was characterized with the aim of identifying accessions and traits that perform well 

under local conditions.   

31. Overall, the Benefit-sharing Fund contributed to the characterization and evaluation of 

more than 3500 accessions of nine different crops. Through such activities, around  

 200 accessions with a strong potential for different resistances to biotic and abiotic 

stresses, as well as 26 specific candidate genes of high value to climate change 

adaptation, were identified, and  

 the development of 96 new breeding lines has been supported.  

32.  Several projects, including the ones in Costa Rica, Morocco, Senegal, Tanzania, Bhutan, 

Iran, Jordan, Indi and Malawi  directly involved farmers in joint activities with scientific gene 

bank personnel, such as field days and workshops to enable farmers to engage actively in the 

selection of gene bank crop material that meets their local needs for subsequent breeding 

purposes. The activities sponsored in these countries aim at developing improved cultivars that 

conserve adaptive traits of local importance thus promoting a useful approach to on-farms 

conservation and management of PGRFA.   

• Broadening the genetic material available to farmers (Art. 6.2.d of the Treaty) 

33. As part of the activities of the projects funded by the BSF, the locally adapted and high-

performing materials with resistances to stresses and diseases coming from both gene banks and 

farmers fields has been multiplied and distributed among farmers for their broader cultivation. 

More, local-level gene banks have been established in India, Nepal, Malawi, Guatemala and Peru 

where a part of the seeds are  stored in order to be shared with national gene banks and to 

guarantee farmers access to readily available material.  

34. Local communities are trained on how to operate and maintain the gene bank facilities, 

so that they would be able to run them themselves after the completion of the BSF projects. This 

ensures that farmers’ access to locally adapted planting material in the long run, and confreres 

them control over their own planting material. 

 

Plant genomics: a new tool for the sustainable use of PGRFA  

 

 
35.  The Governing Body decided that exchange of information, technology transfer and 

capacity building be among the funding priorities of the Benefit-sharing Fund. The Third Call for 

Proposals, as approved by the Bureau of the Sixth Session of the Governing Body, has a 

dedicated financing window with a focus and outcomes related to the generation and 

interpretation of genomic data. Under such window, the contribution by agricultural stakeholders, 

including farmers, to the development of such data repositories and other components of the 

Global Information System under Article 17, is envisaged9.  

 

36.  A Background Study Paper on genomics and plant genetic resources 10 was presented at 

the recently held Expert Consultation on the Global Information System of Article 17. The study 

highlights, among other aspects, that genomics, genotypic and phenotypic data can be analysed 

together by methods such as genetic mapping, QTL-mapping and Genome-Wide Association 

Studies. This yields Genotype-Phenotype associations, which establish causality between a 

particular trait and one or several loci in the genome. With this information, the breeding 

                                                      

9 See, Third Call for Proposals of the Benefit-sharing Fund of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture, Window 3, p.4-6. ftp://ftp.fao.org/ag/agp/planttreaty/funding/call2014/cfp_3_2014_0_en.pdf    

10 Plant Genetic Resources and Genomics. Background Study 5. Available at: 

http://planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/ITPGRFA_BS005e.pdf  

ftp://ftp.fao.org/ag/agp/planttreaty/funding/call2014/cfp_3_2014_0_en.pdf
http://planttreaty.org/sites/default/files/ITPGRFA_BS005e.pdf
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outcomes can be predicted, and the breeding cycle can be shortened, reducing cost and making 

accessible PGRFA in which the desired phenotypes had been masked and hence overlooked. It is 

to be noted that information on the species-wide genetic variation allows for efficient pre-

breeding. 

37. This function of the Global Information System would also benefit and connect with the 

activities included in the Programme of Work on Sustainable Use as adopted by the Governing 

Body of the International Treaty in 2013 endorsing research by maximizing intra- and inter-

specific variation (Art. 6. 2 b) and broadening the gentic base of crops (Art. 6. 2 c). 

38. The ACSU may consider how plant genomics science and resulting data, which naturally 

feed into the Global Information System on PGRFA, would also benefit the mission and goals of 

the Programme of Work, in particular with regard to cooperation and partnerships with 

stakeholders in research, pre-breeding and technology co-development and transfer.  

 

Breeding strategies and regulations concerning variety release and seed policies  

 

 

39. The Programme of Work might also be aimed to endorse  the breeding strategies and 

regulations for variety release and seed distribution11.  In order to safeguard world food supply, 

not only research and development are important. The seed certification , the official approval of 

varieties  and the plant variety protection are three dimensions of the seed systems. 

It would be decisive that: 

 the knowledge about new varieties and adapted production methods are transferred  to 

farmers: and  

 farmers have access to the local varieties and high quality seeds.  

40. Important measures for this are national seed and variety certification that can offer economic 

protection to farmers for the sustainability of agricultural eco-systems. In this sense specific 

experiences and succesful national models to guarantee the availability of seeds for farmers will 

be presented to the ACSU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

11 The Art.6.2 g of the Treaty quotes as follow: “ reviewing, and, as appropriate, adjusting breeding strategies and 

ations concerning variety release and seed distribution”.   
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ADVICE SOUGHT FROM THE COMMITTEE 

 

 

41. The Committee is invited to advise the Secretary on the implementation, coordination and 

continuation of the Programme of Work. In particular the ACSU is invited to: 

 

• consider a possible revision and streamlining of the Programme of Work based on the 

elements presented in this document;  

 

• provide advice on the development of the toolbox; 

  

• advise on how to recognize and integrate the sustainable use practices emerging from the 

Benefit-sharing Fund in the Programme of Work, in particular for the wider use of diversity of 

varieties and species in on-farm management; 

 

• integrate the relevance of phenomics, genomics and other omics in promoting the 

sustainable use of PGRFA and the Programme of Work; 

 

• integrate relevant activities relating to breeding strategies and regulations on variety 

release and seed policies, as appropriate; 

 

• take stock of progress with the Supporting Initiatives (Part B) as well as to consider 

including additional areas for supporting initiatives by Contracting Parties and other stakeholders, 

as appropriate;  

 

• promote synergies among the relevant elements of the Programme of Work.  
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Annex 1 
The Resolution 7/2013 in brief 
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Annex 2 

Submissions received from Contracting Parties by 15 September 2014 

 

NORWAY -Sustainable use of plant genetic resources 

The resolution 7/2013 of the 5th session of the Governing Body of the ITPGRFA invites 

Contracting Parties to report on activities related to sustainable use of PGRFA. Norway hereby 

submits information about a selection of activities. 

Plant breeding 

Graminor AS, the only breeding company in Norway is owned by the farmers´ co-operative 

Felleskjøpet Agri 36.7 %, The Ministry of Agriculture and Food 34 %, the Swedish company 

Lantmännen 15.1 %, and the farmers´ co-operatives Strand Unikorn 9.4 % and Gartnerhallen 4.8 

%. In Norway commercial agriculture is carried out farther north than in any other country. A 

short growing season with low temperatures, great variations in daylight and challenging winters 

give few other countries similar growing conditions to ours. Plant varieties adapted to our 

northern conditions are essential for efficient and profitable food production in all parts of the 

country. The main research and breeding programs are in barley, oats, rye and wheat. Graminor 

also delivers breeding services in forage grasses, potatoes, fruits and berries as set out in the 

Annual Agricultural Agreement between the Government and the farmers’ unions. The purpose is 

to increase cost-efficiency and profitability in these productions. The license fees are insufficient 

to cover the development costs of these crops, which are essential to farming and food production 

in all parts of the country. 

Public-private partnership for pre-breeding 

The Nordic Public Private Partnership (PPP) for Pre-breeding was funded jointly by the Nordic 

countries and participating breeding companies and institutions in2011.12 The purpose of the PPP 

was to support the development of Nordic plant breeding satisfying the long-term needs of the 

agricultural and horticultural industries, specifically regarding adaptation to climate change; 

targets for environmental policies; and demands from consumers, markets, etc. The project 

included three crops: apple, barley and ryegrass, and the main activities of the project are to 

broaden and enhance the breeding populations of these crops through the use of a wider range of 

plant genetic material from gene banks and other sources. After a favourable evaluation in 2013, 

the Nordic Council of Ministers decided in June 2014 to prolong the project until 2017. 

Norwegian partners in the project are the Norwegian Ministry of Agriculture and Food and 

Graminor AS. The results of the project are highly appreciated since they are the outcome of the 

joint forces both across borders and among institutions. It is unlikely that a single company or 

single public institution would be able to invest in such projects on their own. 

Organic plant breeding 

There are two Norwegian partners to the European project ”Coordinating Organic Plant Breeding 

Activities for Diversity” (COBRA) 13. COBRA aims to support and develop organic plant 

breeding and seed production with a focus on increasing the use and potential of plant material 

with High genetic Diversity (Hi-D) in cereals (wheat and barley) and grain legumes (pea and 

                                                      

12 http://www.nordgen.org/index.php/en/content/view/full/1907 

13 http://www.cobra-div.eu/  

http://www.nordgen.org/index.php/en/content/view/full/1907
http://www.cobra-div.eu/
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faba bean) through coordinating, linking and expanding existing breeding and research. In 

addition to a research institution (Bioforsk Økologisk), the other Norwegian partner, Oikos – 

Organic Norway, is the national movement of organic producers and consumers in Norway, thus 

ensuring the participation of farmers in the research process.  

Release of farmers’ varieties  

In 2010, Norway adjusted its seed regulation to be more accommodative to the approval and use 

of traditional varieties. E.g. the general DUS-criteria are applied in a less restrictive way and the 

registration fees for such varieties are reduced. While the fee for value testing and registration of 

ordinary varieties are 12.790 NOK, the fees for registration of conservation varieties are currently 

695 NOK.14 Some remaining challenges are linked to definition of ”region of origin”, the 

quantity limitation for marketing traditional varieties and the possibilities for further develop so-

called conservation varieties for cereals and forages. As of August 2014, 9 conservation varieties 

are approved: 3 potatoes, 1 rye, 1 barley and 4 wheat varieties.  

The Norwegian Genetic Resource Centre has also set up a seed bank for old potato varieties, 

which provides access to seed potatoes of more than 60 varieties.15 These varieties are not 

accessible to farmers from NordGen due to plant health restrictions.   

The Centre is also securing the availability of traditional cereal varieties for farmers and other 

users through the set-up of a ‘cereal users gene bank’ which can provide seed material of about 

40 varieties in portions more adapted to the farmers needs than small gene bank portions. The 

users gene bank is managed in cooperation with the Norwegian extension service and a network 

of farmers. 

Access of all farmers to PGRFA in the Multilateral System 

The Nordic Genetic Resource Centre (NordGen) is the gene bank maintaining germplasm of 

Nordic origin as well as material relevant for the Nordic region. NordGen is under common 

Nordic control and management. The seed material stored at NordGen is available upon request 

for plant breeders, plant researchers, museums and other bona fide users. Germplasm is available 

in small quantities for research, breeding, conservation or similar purposes. 

NordGen serves the scientific community, but does also honour reasonable requests from 

individuals when resources permit and the requester has a serious interest in seed saving and 

maintaining old or rare varieties. Individuals who are primarily looking for seeds in general for 

gardening instead of specific plant genetic resources, are kindly asked to use other sources, such 

as commercial seed suppliers.16 

                                                      

14 http://www.mattilsynet.no/planter_og_dyrking/plantesorter/godkjenning/#gebyrer 

15 http://www.skogoglandskap.no/nyheter/2011/potetgenbanken  

16 http://www.nordgen.org/index.php/en/content/view/full/1777  

http://www.mattilsynet.no/planter_og_dyrking/plantesorter/godkjenning/#gebyrer
http://www.skogoglandskap.no/nyheter/2011/potetgenbanken
http://www.nordgen.org/index.php/en/content/view/full/1777

