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I am pleased to present the second issue of the 

FAO Myanmar Newsletter in 2017. In the past 

few months, the FAO Myanmar team continued to  

pursue to reach challenging objectives and     

milestones towards sustainable food and  nutrition 

security and inclusive rural development of    

Myanmar. 

We continued providing policy support to the          

Government through the Food and Nutrition   

Security Impact, Resilience, Sustainability and 

Transformation (FIRST) Facility that  focus on 

land sector as well as nutrition sensitive policy on 

food systems. 

Furthermore, among others, we have enhanced 

technical assistance on strengthening the adaptive 

capacity and resilience of fisheries and           

aquaculture-dependent livelihoods in Myanmar, 

and in order to effectively support achievement of  

sustainable food security under changing climate, 

we have also been  widely promoting climate-

smart agricultural practices.                         

H.E. U Htin Kyaw, President of the Republic of the Union of 

Myanmar visited FAO booth  

FAO Myanmar marks the observance of the World Environment Day 

(WED) at the event organized by the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Conservation (MoNREC) in Nay Pyi Taw. Celebrated in 

Myanmar since 1994, this year’s WED was convened  under the theme 

Connecting People to Nature, and the slogan “I’m With Nature.” 

The event was opened by H.E U Htin Kyaw, President of the Republic 

of the Union of Myanmar. In his opening remarks, the  President directly 

addressed the importance of ensuring sustainable use of Myanmar’s 

natural resources and responding to future threats of climate change as 

essential to securing environmental sustainability, sustainable           

development and economic prosperity of the country.  

World Environment Day 

The Food and Nutrition Security 

Impact, Resilience, Sustainability 

and Transformation (FIRST)  

Facility 

Global Agriculture and Food 

Security  Programme (GAFSP) 

FishAdapt: Strengthening the 

adaptive capacity and resilience 

of fisheries and                     

aquaculture-dependent  

livelihoods in Myanmar 

Towards Climate-Smart  

Agriculture in Myanmar 

Enhancement of DRR through 

application of innovative  

geospatial technologies 

Highlights 
Last but not least, FAO has contributed to                

institutionalization of application of Drone     

technology for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in 

the agriculture sector. A series of activities during 

the 1st semester of 2017 have facilitated the    

establishment of the DRR Task Force and Drone 

Mapping Unit within the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Irrigation (MoALI).   

To kick-off the Country Programme Framework 

(CPF) for the years 2017-2022 preparation, FAO 

has been engaging with the key line ministries of 

the Government . 

I hope you will enjoy reading about our latest          

accomplishments in Myanmar! 

  World Environment Day 

Global Agriculture and Food  Security 

Programme (GAFSP) 
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In March 2017, the Global Agriculture and Food Security Program 

(GAFSP) steering committee approved an allocation of USD 27      

million to the Union of the Republic of Myanmar. The project will be     

implemented through the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and      

Irrigation in the Central Dryzone. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

and FAO were identified as co-supervising entities, FAO will be     

responsible for Technical Assistance.  

The project development objective is to create an enabling environment 

that reduces the incidence of poverty, malnutrition and food insecurity 

among the poor by unlocking the potential of the agriculture sector and 

empowering the poor, particularly women, by improving access to land, 

water, finance and skills necessary for the rural poor to engage in    

productive livelihoods activities.  The GAFSP project aims to: 
 

• Reduce food insecurity and malnutrition 
• Increase household income 

• Increase income diversification for resilience 
 

The detailed design mission is scheduled for mid-July to early August 

and will be fielded by technical experts from ADB and FAO, joined by 

members from LIFT. It is intended that the GAFSP grant will be   

blended with an ADB loan titled ‘Climate-Friendly Value Chain     

Agribusiness Sector Project’ in the same geographical region.   
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FIRST operates under an EU and FAO partnership since March 2016 in 

Myanmar. The facility provides country led and demand driven support 

to the Government and partners including CSOs to improve and better 

implement food security, nutrition and sustainable agriculture policies. 

Initial diagnostic work identified that implementing agricultural,       

fisheries and livestock policies to achieve more satisfactory levels of 

food security and nutrition in Myanmar is closely linked with  improving 

the policy, legal and institutional environment for providing secure   

access, holding and transfer rights over rural land. Hence, FIRST      

developed a work-stream that focuses on the land sector and its linkages 

to sector strategies that support food security and nutrition. Along this 

process it became clear that a second work-stream was required in    

support of a nutrition sensitive policy on food systems. Consequently, 

policy facilitation support is mainly, but not exclusively, delivered to the  

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation (MoALI), including the  

Department of Planning and the Agricultural Policy Unit. Concrete   

activities are strategized in support  of the Agricultural Policy, the draft 

Agricultural Development Strategy (ADS), and the draft National     

Nutrition Strategy. 

Specifically, the facility has been supporting the development process of 

the ADS, with a focus on the land component. It has reinforced the 

MoALI and civil society networks to conduct a nationwide stakeholder 

consultation process on the ADS. FIRST is also involved in  strategizing 

the implementation of the National Land Use Policy (NLUP) which  

includes many principles of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 

Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and  Forests in the Context of 

National Food Security (VGGT).  

Its policy work on nutrition has so far been directed to achieve more 

coordination and a common vision among a multitude of departments 

and divisions in the MoALI to better participate in the development of a 

future nutrition policy. Support focuses also on strengthening policy 

dialogues, knowledge management, and monitoring and evaluation   

capacities of the MoALI.  

The Food and Nutrition Security        

Impact, Resilience, Sustainability and  

Transformation (FIRST) Facility 

 

Enhancement of DRR 

through application of innovative geospatial 

technologies 

Myanmar is one of the countries at highest risk to natural disasters in 

Southeast Asia, where associated with climate shocks significantly  im-

pact and damage agricultural livelihoods, lesser farmer’s resilience, exac-

erbate vulnerabilities, increase poverty and adversely affects food secu-

rity.  

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) approaches that aim to reduce risks and 

vulnerabilities are fundamental in protecting rural livelihoods. Since 

early 2016, FAO has been working with the Government, particularly the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation (MoALI), and other key 

stakeholders to increase national capacities on DRR in agriculture. In this 

regard, FAO has organized a number of trainings that covered topics 

closely related to DRR including climate change adaptation or climate 

risk management. Furthermore, in partnership with the Asian Disaster 

Preparedness Center, FAO assisted MoALI  in establishing the DRR 

Task Force. FAO also took the first step in assisting MoALI in          

enhancing the application of DRR approaches through the application of 

modern geospatial technologies. To enhance this work and based on 

FAO’s good practices from the region, support dedicated to scientific     

   

application of Drone technology for DRR  in agriculture was provided. 

As an initial step, the applicability and   technical validity of Drone   

technology, as well as the technology’s potential in reduction of hazards 

or disaster impacts, was demonstrated by FAO and the Myanmar       

Aerospace Engineering University (MAEU) during aerial mapping    

activities in Chin State in close coordination with Department of        

Agriculture. This was followed by a technical training on application of 

Drone technology that targeted 29 MoALI experts, organized in        

collaboration with MAEU. The training built the ground for utilizing this 

modern geospatial technology to enhance Disaster Preparedness and 

Response activities, help address time-critical data gaps for DRR and 

finally enabled establishment of a Drone Mapping Unit within MoALI. 

Included in the training practical component that consisted of mapping 

and analysing gathered data, was possible with funds availed to FAO by 

the Government of Japan, used to provide four drones (two Hexacopters 

and two Fixed-wing drones).  

“With the promotion of the drone technology we do not only build 

capacities among the Government bodies for DRR, but most   

importantly we increase resilience of vulnerable people exposed 

to disasters who will benefit from timely and more  effective    

response of the Government” said FAO Resilience Coordinator    

Mr Andrea Berloffa.  
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“This is a very important event for us, particularly to enter the 

implementation phase focusing on the ground/field work for 

technical transfer and capacity development for fishery         

communities and all related stakeholders,” said Dr Aung Thu, 

Union Minister, MoALI. 

climate change by understanding and reducing vulnerabilities, piloting 

new practices and technologies, creating and enabling environment and  

sharing information.  

Key focus areas for the project will include the strengthening of      

national, regional, and local regulatory frameworks, the sector’s and its 

communities’ adaptive capacities, ecosystem approaches to fisheries 

and aquaculture and co-management measures, integrated                

mangrove/fisheries and aquaculture solutions,  and supporting         

discussions on critical issues related to land and resource tenure      

constraining adaptation.  

Towards Climate-Smart Agriculture  

in Myanmar 

The Inception Workshop of GEF funded project “FishAdapt:     

Strengthening the adaptive capacity and resilience of fisheries and  

aquaculture-dependent livelihoods in Myanmar” (GCP/MYA/020/LDF) 

was held in Nay Pyi Taw on 14th June 2017. Opened by Dr. Aung Thu, 

Union Minister, Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation 

(MoALI), the workshop gave an opportunity to stakeholders to discuss 

topics such as the role of ecosystem and resource conservation in  

building resilience to climate change risks, the importance of           

institutional coordination and cooperation, and the development and 

promotion of early warning systems for fisheries/aquaculture          

livelihoods, including the crucial area of safety at sea. 

The fisheries and aquaculture sector in Myanmar is critically important 

to the country’s food and nutrition security and economy. However, the 

sector is particularly impacted by climate change and vulnerable to 

extreme climate events, which over the years have caused significant 

loss of life, damage to infrastructure and impacted fishers and fish  

farmers’ livelihoods. 

At present, Myanmar faces significant challenges in addressing these 

issues and achieving sustainable management and utilization of its 

aquatic resources. In order to tackle these challenges and support    

implementation of Myanmar’s National Adaptation Programme of  

Action, FAO is responding to the Government request through the  

project. In line with the country’s priorities, the project aims to enable 

inland and coastal fishery and aquaculture stakeholders to adapt  to     

  

Rural Myanmar faces serious challenges because of degradation of  

agricultural lands and forests exacerbated by climate change.  

Consequently, climate change is impacting agricultural production  

leading to food insecurity. Insufficient legal regulatory and institutional 

framework and limited capacity among key stakeholders in developing 

and implementing improved cropland management and climate-smart 

agriculture practices,  are the key barriers for Myanmar to effectively 

cope with the impacts of land degradation and climate change. 

Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) is 

an approach that helps to guide 

actions needed to transform and 

reorient agricultural systems to 

effectively support development 

and ensure food  security in a 

changing climate. CSA aims to  

tackle three main objectives:     

sustainably increasing agricultural 

productivity and incomes; adapting 

and building resilience to climate 

change; and reducing and/or   

remov ing greenhouse gas       

emissions, where  possible.  

To support farming and forestry stakeholders to mitigate and adapt to 

climate change and improve land condition, FAO with financial support 

from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and in collaboration with 

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental  Conservation 

and the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and  Irrigation is             

implementing a “Sustainable cropland and forest  management in    

priority agro-ecosystems of Myanmar” project (GCP/MYA/017/GEF).  

In 2016, Myanmar launched its first national climate smart  agriculture 

(CSA) strategy and this project is linking with such  ongoing national 

initiatives by helping to promote and upscale good CSA policies and 

practices, and building capacities at all levels for sustainable           

management of forests and croplands across the landscape. This      

includes introducing the concept of integrated Land Use Planning at 

district and township level as well as  strengthening community based 

forest management and CSA. Additionally, the project will build     

capacity of authorities and communities to engage in sustainable CSA 

practices and will mainstream CSA in the curricula of Yezin            

Agricultural University, technical schools and the in-service training of 

the MoALI.  

At community level, a various CSA initiatives mainly using Farmer 

Field School (FFS) models in selected agro-ecological zones 

(Coastal/Delta, Central Dry Zone and Upland/hills) will be              

implemented. With this project FAO aims to sustainably increase pro-

ductivity, build resilience, reduce greenhouse gases emissions and en-

hance achievement of national food security and development goals.  

 
 

 

FishAdapt: Strengthening 

the adaptive capacity and resilience of 

fisheries and aquaculture-dependent   

livelihoods in Myanmar 
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http://www.fao.org/climate-change/en/
http://www.fao.org/climate-change/en/
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Reflection from FAO Myanmar Team 
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Contact Us 
The Global Agriculture and Food Security Programme (GAFSP) design 

mission for the “Climate-Friendly value chain agribusiness sector” project 

will be held from 15 July to 2 August 2017. 

The second project steering committee meeting of the GEF-SLM project 

will be held on 13 July 2017. 

The third Programme Executive Meeting of UN-REDD will be held on 

25 July 2017. 

Training on Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) from headquarter 

will be held on 13-14 July 2017. 

Funded by the Government of Finland the “National Forestry          

Inventory” (GCP/MYA/024/FIN) project will hold the inception       

workshop at the end of August 2017. 

Inception workshop of the Agricultural Extension Modernization project 

will be held on 14 July 2017. 

Funding Agreement for the implementation from 2017 to 2022 of the “National forest inventory (NFI)” project (Budget 

equal to USD 8.3 Million) was signed on 23 May 2017 between FAO and the Government of Finland. 

Funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) the “FishAdapt: Strengthening the adaptive capacity and resilience of 

fisheries and aquaculture-dependent livelihoods in Myanmar” project (Budget equal to USD 6 Million) inception workshop 

was held on 14 June 2017 in Nay Pyi Taw. 

Funded by the Government of Sweden the “Towards a Non-toxic Southeast Asia” programme conducted the National  

Meeting of the Myanmar Component on 1-2 June 2017 in Yangon. The workshop entitled to identify country strategies and 

work plans for collaboration and sustainable impact of IPM/Pesticide Risk Reduction Community Education initiatives and 

chemicals management.  

“Improving Farmer Livelihoods in the Dry Zone through Improved Livestock Health, Productivity and                              

Marketing” (UNJP/MYA/022/OPS) project steering committee meeting was held on 29 June 2017, chaired by Deputy 

Minister H.E. U Hla Kyaw from the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation (MoALI), and attended by the                  

representatives of the Livelihoods and Food Security Trust Fund (LIFT), FAO, as well as senior PSC members. Challenges 

and opportunities were positively reviewed and discussed. 

The third national VGGT workshop attended by Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) was held on 3-5 June 2017 in Nay 

Pyi Taw. 

FAO Myanmar participated and contributed to the preparation of the United Nations Development Assistance Framework 

(UNDAF)  for 2018 to 2022. 

You can stand anywhere in Yangon, Myanmar with your eyes closed and hear the chorus of tropical birds 

and insects being harmonized by a melody of overfilled buses and sleek white taxis zipping by; and groups 

squatting on plastic chairs, chattering over tea and mixed rice dishes, and taking some much-needed      

reprieve from the scorching afternoon heat. Yangon is a city of extremes, yet, unlike  neighboring countries, 

these differences seem to blend rather than shape a contrasting dual-economy and social life. Perhaps it is 

the Myanmar hospitality and way of communication – which means that nearly every interaction is initiated 

with a toothy (often betel-nut stained) smile. However, the speed of change in this city is both exhilarating 

and frightening.  

Myanmar people seem to be adamant about preserving their heritage. Beautifully-embroidered Longyis, or 

long wrap-skirts, are worn by most men and women. This perseverance is manifest in the daily habits and 

attitudes: come what may, people seem accepting and humble. The cityscape, which is visible from the    

high-rises, temples, and shiny air-conditioned malls, is representative of these differences and built around 

the golden Shwedagon Pagoda, which glows day-in and day-out at the very heart of the city. This          

perseverance may be the bridge needed to tide Myanmar over the waves of change. 

Highlighted Events and Partnerships 

Ms Anna-Lisa Noack, Nutrition Sensitive 

Investment Specialist  

Upcoming Events 

FAO signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Word Food Programme (WFP) and is currently implementing 

the project “Emergency food security assistance in Maungdaw District of Rakhine State” (OSRO/MYA/702/WFP), with 

funds from the Department for International Development (DFID).  

©
F
A

O
  

©FAO 2017 

I7458EN/1/07.17 


