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Executive Summary  

 

 Besides dispositions regarding the International Year of Soils (IYS), Resolution  68/232 of the 
General Assembly (GA) of the United Nations (reproduced as Annex 1 to document GSPPA: 
II/2014/10) also  covers the same for World Soil Day (WSD) to be celebrated on 5 December. 
It places the same degree of major responsibility on FAO, i.e. in terms of “facilitating the 
implementation of WSD”, in the GSP framework.   

 By essence, support to the celebration of an internationally declared day should imply by far a 
less intensive workload – and lighter institutional arrangements – than in relation to an 
International Year. 

 However, it behoves partners to take a proactive role, with facilitation by the Secretariat, in 
planning and successful implementation of WSD activities at all levels.  

 In particular, the selection of appropriate themes is required in anticipation of yearly 
celebrations. It is proposed that the Plenary Assembly should provide the venue for discussion 
of possible themes and their selection for the immediately following occurrences.  

 Hence, proposals for WSD themes for 2014 and 2015 will be presented to the Assembly by 
the Secretariat, together with the tentative programme of activities envisaged for the 2014 
occurrence, based on the latest information available before the meeting about individual 
country intentions (it may be noted that, as for last year, 5th December 2014 coincides with a 
scheduled session of the Council in Rome, so that advantage can be taken for a special event 
at FAO headquarters). 

Suggested action by the GSP Plenary Assembly  

 The Plenary Assembly is requested to endorse the proposal that it should be the venue for the 
selection of WSD themes, for coordination of the implementation of key events and more 
generally that it should be kept regularly aware of WSD plans for future celebrations. 
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