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Summary 
 
The Genetic Resources of the Farm Animal Sector is confined mainly to imported 
breeds that are locally reared for commercial production.  Eggs of commercial 
breeds of layers and broilers are imported from Europe and hatched and sold 
locally to commercial farms.  Pure breeds of pigs are imported and crossed at the 
National Government Managed Pig Genetic Center and then sold to local 
Commercial breeders for production of piglets.  All commercial producers are 
registered with the Parent Ministry and all hold a valid license issued by the 
Seychelles Licensing Authority. 
Genetic Resources of traditional farm Animals Breeds exist only in a few home 
gardens/ farms and are kept more for pleasure than for food. 
Present Government Policy does not mention the Conservation, Utilization or 
Commercialization of locally found farm animal genetic resources. 
 
 
 
Key words: Commercial, Traditional, Animal Genetic Resources 
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PART 1 

 
THE STATE OF GENETIC RESOURCES IN THE FARM ANIMAL 

SECTOR 
 
Introduction 
 
Seychelles is an archipelago of 115 islands, covering 1.3 million square kilometers 
of sea area. It is made up of 43 granitic and 72  coralline islands totalling 455 km2 
and is situated in the Western Indian Ocean, North-East of Madagascar at 4 
degrees and 11 degrees latitude and 46 degrees and 57 degrees longitude. 
The largest island is Mahe, (capital being Victoria) situated 4 degrees south of the 
equator. It is 27 km long with a surface area of 153 km2.  The second largest 
island is Praslin, with an area of 38 km2.  These are both granitic islands where 
96% of the population lives; 87% and 9% for Mahe and Praslin respectively.  
Nearly all activities are found on the larger granitic islands especially on Mahe 
where all the administrative, political and economic affairs of the country are 
concentrated.  There are officially four inhabited islands.  The granitic islands are 
quite mountainous (up to 900 metres high) with limited flat areas.  Most of the 
coralline islands are uninhabited but there are some with small populations since 
some islands are also being developed for tourism activities. 
Seychelles has a population of about 82,800(year 2003 estimate) and its people 
is of a mixed European, Asian and African descent.  The annual growth rate of the 
population is approximately 2.1 % per annum. 
The climate is equatorial with two different seasons; the south east monsoon 
from May to October which is considered as the cooler months with cool and dry 
winds and not so humid (minimum temperature of 24.4˚C and maximum of 
28.7˚C).  The north east monsoon is from November to April. This is a warm 
season with high temperatures and humidity (minimum temperature is 24.7˚C 
and maximum at 32.0˚C).  This is also the rainy season, especially from 
December to February when heavy rains are recorded.  Annual rainfall is between 
2, 000 mm to 2, 300 mm, whereas humidity averages 80% throughout the year. 
 
The GDP per capita was US$7, 766 in 2002, amongst the highest in the African 
Union.  Tourism and fishing are the main economic activities while agriculture 
accounts for about 3.8 % of the GDP. 
 
There is evidence that Seychelles islands were visited as long ago as the 8th and 
9th centuries and eventually the islands became a haven for sea faring men and a 
hideout for pirates.  Many believed that these men may also have introduced 
some of the animal genetic resources currently found in the Seychelles. The 
Aldabra Atoll was home to thousands of wild goats which were well adapted to 
the saline water and   sparse vegetation of this landscape. Various attempts have 
been made to eliminate the goat population as it is believed to have an 
undesirable effect on the environment of this world heritage site. 
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Although only 4° south of the equator, the climate is comfortable.  The shade 
temperature varies little throughout the year and remains around 28°C.  The 
hottest months are March and April, the coolest being July and August.  The 
rainfall varies considerably from island to island and from year to year.  Most of 
the rainfall occurs during the northwest monsoon which is from September to 
April. 
 
The first twenty eight settlers were brought to Seychelles in 1770 by the Indian 
Ocean islands administrator Mr. Pierre Poivre who believed that the location was 
ideal for the cultivation of spices – thus the launch of an agricultural history that 
would over the next two hundred years see the introduction of  

- essential oil crops;  
- spices; 
- beverage crops; 
- fruit crops; 
- vegetables and starchy root crops  

as well as an array of other crops and livestock with the principal aim of 
identifying suitable export crops and also for sustaining the local population. 
 
Up until the late 1970s agriculture and the export of agricultural commodities 
were the mainstay of the islands economy however, with the introduction of an 
international airport in 1971, tourism quickly took over as the most important 
foreign exchange earner. 
 
The 2002 population census preliminary report states that of the 20, 391 
households interviewed, 6, 714 households or 33% were involved in some 
agricultural activity. 
A total of 3, 630 households or 17.8% of total households kept some form of 
livestock and 3, 084 households were involved in cultivation only while 1, 601 
households were involved in both crop cultivation and livestock rearing. 
Government is presently planning a National Agricultural Census which could 
elaborate on the population census and derive more detailed and meaningful 
information for agriculture.  
The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources has on record, 520 
registered commercial farmers, the majority of whom cultivate mainly on state 
land leased from government.  Other growers either do it as a leisure activity, for 
home consumption or as an activity to supplement the family income. 
Agricultural activities are concentrated in a few areas which were part of an 
agricultural land settlement scheme set up in the 1960s by the British Colonial 
Government.  Apart from these dedicated areas, farms can be found scattered 
throughout the two major islands. 
The major crops grown are vegetable crops – tomato, eggplant (solanacaeae) 
cucurbits and leafy vegetables.  
 
Some root crops are produced and include mostly sweet potatoes and cassava 
with yam to a lesser extent. 
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Long term fruits are grown mainly in individual domestic homes while short term 
fruits such as banana, pawpaw and passion fruit are grown commercially on 
farms.  All locally grown produce is sold on the local market or supplied to tourist 
establishments. 
Seychelles grows a limited amount of tea which averages about 50 tonnes per 
annum to partially satisfy the local market. The country has not exported much  
Copra or cinnamon bark for the past five years.  There is no export of fruits, 
vegetables or livestock products. 
In general Seychelles produces 100% of its eggs, about 80% of its poultry, 60% of 
its pork and about 65% of its fruit and vegetables. Over the past decade, a total of 
about SR 100 million (USD 20 million) have been invested in the agricultural 
sector with the provision of agricultural infrastructure, technical expertise, 
training of food producers and support staff along with the provision of farm 
credit.    
 
The Seychelles has been blessed with an abundance of fish and a good climate 
that allows the cultivation of many food crops.  As such, the Seychelles has never 
known starvation.  There has always been and continues to be some degree of 
food security.  
During the south east monsoon, when the seas are rough, less fresh fish is 
available and the population in the past depended upon, dried lentils, salted fish 
and other salted meats and limited amounts of fruits and vegetables. 
During the North West, the reverse is true, fish is plentiful and traditionally many 
growers became fishermen for this season thus there was less food crops 
available.  
Within recent times with the availability of modern port and airport facilities the 
risk of food shortage or limited variety of food is low.  However, there may be 
shortages of one or two items at any point in time related to availability of foreign 
exchange to local merchants. 

 
The fluctuation of the transient tourist population does put some pressure on the 
demand for agricultural produce. 
Considering that the local population is in the vicinity of 82, 800 (2003 
population census) and tourist population of 122, 000 per annum, local growers 
have a great opportunity for business but also need precise planning as the tourist 
population fluctuates from month to month even from week to week. 
There is no subsistence farming in Seychelles.  Agriculture/ farming is seen as a 
very lucrative business.  In recent years, one major constraint has been the 
availability of suitable agricultural land.  There is intense competition for land 
from other commercial and socio economic activities, tourism, housing and even 
nature reserves.  Apart from land availability, the only other major constraints is 
the regular/ sustained availability of agricultural input supplies due to foreign 
exchange shortages.  In the past decade government has invested at least SR 100 
million into the agricultural sector. 

 
The role of livestock in the traditional lifestyle of Seychelles has greatly 
diminished.  Prior to the 1980’s the majority of Seychellois homes kept livestock 
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either for food security or for special occasions.  Today, this is no longer the case.  
The few families which keep livestock, if not commercial, is generally for 
pleasure.   
The demand for livestock products however has increased dramatically and is 
met by larger commercial operations as well as imports.  Government policy 
however aims for self sufficiency in poultry, eggs and pork. 
In order to achieve this, there are very many considerations. 

 
There are no private vets and the only government clinic is not sufficiently 
outfitted either in terms of human or physical resources to deal with the 
envisaged increase. 

 
The main island does not have sufficient area available for production of large 
amounts of animal feed components.  Raw materials have to be imported and 
blended locally.  Growing crops on the outer islands while possible is too 
expensive considering the cost of labour and transport.  

 
Suitable breeds of animals are obtained from outside Seychelles.  Government 
will need to consider setting up Parent Stock Farms which presently does not 
exist. 
This requires construction of suitable infrastructure, acquisition of suitable 
equipment, and training of necessary human resource which all has tremendous 
foreign exchange implications. 

 
Expansion of the commercial livestock sector to meet the local and tourist 
demands for these products is absolutely essential.  In the long run, this will save 
Seychelles millions of rupees of importation of livestock products. However, in 
the short and medium term, it will necessitate substantial investment into the 
sector.  

 
1.1 Overview of the Country’s Animal Production Systems and   
            Related Animal Biological Diversity 
 
The livestock sector is organized/ controlled by licenses, permits and quotas set 
by government.  In 2004, 13 licensed broiler farms produced 1504 tonnes of 
broiler poultry meat.  This represented 86% of the total national consumption.  
The remaining 14% was imported. 
 
In 2004, licensed layer farms produced 17.3 million eggs which were sufficient to 
supply the local market as well as the tourist industry. 
Furthermore, in 2004 licensed pig breeders produced 9,500 piglets for fattening.  
This represented 650 tonnes of pork which was 62% of the total national 
consumption. Indeed, in that year local pork production met the entirety of the 
fresh pork requirement. The remaining 38% was imported for the meat 
processing sector. 
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The table below shows the trend in the number of heads of cattle 

slaughtered at the abattoir per annum 
 
 

Year Number of heads slaughtered 
 

2004 
 

118 
 

2003 
 

85 
 

2002 
 

83 
 

2001 
 

129 
 

2000 
 

147 
 
More than 95% of the beef for local consumption is imported. 
In the year 2004, Seychelles imported 4.13 tonnes of duck and 9.14 tonnes of 
turkey as well as 81 tonnes of lamb and 24 tonnes of goat meat.  
 
The most important animal products are fresh broiler poultry and pork with beef 
to a lesser extent.  Goat and mutton are gaining popularity although duck, other 
poultry meats and rabbit are used sparingly.  
Seychelles is still a primary consumer of fish and it is estimated that it is among 
the highest in the world at 62.0 kg per capita per annum. 
 
Processed pork, fish, beef is of relative importance and gaining popularity. 
 
Today, the agricultural sector together with artisanal fisheries has dwindled to 
represent only 3.8% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
 
Prior to the 1970s it was a traditional practice for each small homestead to keep 
some chickens of local breeds and one or two heads of pigs for special occasions.  
The larger homes could in addition support maybe one or two heads of cattle. 
With rapid urbanization and development of residential areas and other socio-
economic infrastructural development, it became necessary for government to 
introduce a system of licensing and permits to keep livestock especially pigs.  This 
was in keeping with environmental and health concerns. 
 
Land for grazing and forage collection became scarce and so cattle production 
decreased. 
Today, the majority of livestock is kept by licensed commercial producers.  Some 
homes keep a few heads of poultry and fewer yet pigs, partially as a leisure 
activity and to supplement the family grocery bill. 
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Up until the early 1990s the average household consumed fish daily. Pork, other 
meats and/ or poultry were consumed on Sundays and special occasions. Within 
the past ten years, pork and poultry are being consumed on a daily basis and 
hence demand has increased significantly. 
 
1.2 The state of genetic diversity Conservation 
 
Poultry  
 
All chickens for commercial production of meat and eggs are hatched from eggs 
imported from Holland.  The broilers breeds are Cobb 500 and Ross 300 and the 
layer breeds are Nera/ Hissex and Bovan White Leghorn.  These breeds have 
been introduced since 1980s.  Eggs are continually imported and hatched locally 
to supply commercial producers. 
Since households are allowed up to 25 heads without a license, several home 
owners purchase chickens from the hatchery and raise them on partial 
concentrate feed and partial kitchen waste. 
As a result of this practice, many of the traditional breeds which were in fact 
crosses of various older European breeds have diminished in numbers. 
 
Pig 
 
The breeds prior to 1966 were small, slow growing, fatty animals developed from 
years of in-breeding of European/ other breeds brought into the country. 
 
In 1966 government introduced the Saddle Back and offered to upgrade the locals 
by making a server boar accessible to breeders across the country.  This back 
cross allowed for an animal more acceptable by consumers, with less fat and 
faster growth rate. 
 
In 1985, government introduced the Pig Production Control Act, a legal tool 
which insisted upon 

• A government managed Pig Genetic Center whose role was to ensure an 
acceptable stock of a chosen breed (Saddle Back x Duroc) to create an F1 
generation. 

 
• The output of the Pig Genetic Resources Center is sold to licensed breeders 

who produce piglets for fattening. 
 

• Farms with permits for pig fattening purchase piglets from breeders.  The 
porkers are sold to local butchers and reach the market as fresh pork. 

 
In 2004 there were 32 breeders who kept a total of 900 breeding sows.  The 
average production per sow is 16 piglets per annum.  This gives an average of  
14, 400 piglets of which 9, 000 heads of full grown weaners (approximately 90 
kgs) were slaughtered at the national abattoir.  
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The most recently introduced blood lines were 
-  South African Land Race 
-  Large White 
-  Duroc 
brought from South Africa to upgrade the stock at the Pig Genetic Center. 
 
The local breeds prior to 1966 are no longer found on the islands. 
 
Cattle 
 
Perhaps the herd which is of greatest economic importance to Seychelles is that 
of La Digue Island.  The ox-drawn cart is a prominent tourist attraction and the 
herd there has been in breeding over many years.  The cattle population on La 
Digue provides a major source of income for a significant proportion of the La 
Digue population. The breed is a creole that was probably derived from cross 
breeding of Jersey, Freisian, Zebu and Sindhi over many generations. 
On the other islands of Mahe and Praslin cattle rearing remains primarily to 
supply manure for crop cultivation.   
After the introduction of many breeds during the 200 years of inhabitation, an 
artificial insemination programme was launched in 1972 and lasted a number of 
years but was not sustained.  The semen of Freisian and Jersey was used to 
upgrade the local creole cows. 
Another attempt at AI using Brown Swiss and Semental breed was made in 1991 
and lasted to 1996.  Again due to lack of sustained supply of liquid nitrogen, the 
programme was abandoned. 
Today there are approximately 1200 heads of cattle in the Seychelles all creole 
breeds. 
 
Other Poultry 
 
There is no commercial production of ducks, turkeys, geese, swan or quails 
however they can be found more as pets in a few homes.  Possibly the most 
important of this miscellaneous group would be ducks which has potential for 
commercialization. 
 
Other Livestock  
 
One animal found in very many Seychelles homes with fresh meat potential is the 
giant land tortoise which is occasionally culled for special occasions 
Some homes also keep rabbits and guinea pigs.  Whereas rabbits are consumed 
by a few local, guinea pigs are not.  The giant African snail which produces 
excellent Escargot has never found culinary favour with the locals. 
 
In general, local breeds of all species of livestock are decreasing.  The pig industry 
since 2002/ 2003 is dominated by crosses of Hamshire, Large white, Duroc, 
South African landrace and Saddle back.  Local breeds are relatively non-existent. 
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The poultry industry is dominated by imported breeds for broiler and layer 
production.  Small home farmers purchase the males of the layer breed for 
fattening and home consumption. 
Traditional breeds exist in a few places but there is no official programme in 
place for conservation of these breeds. 
The limited number of cattle on the islands is all creole.  There has not been any 
introduction of new blood since the termination of the artificial insemination (AI) 
programme in 1996.  There has been a recent move however to secure some Zebu 
bulls to upgrade the stock that is being used in the tourism industry on La Digue 
island. 
 
The last quantitive agricultural census for the Seychelles dates back to 1978 and 
the data collated is thus obsolete for any present work, programme formulation 
or assessment.  There is urgent need for a fully comprehensive agriculture census 
to establish a baseline for the agricultural sector to better plan, adopt strategies 
and formulate programmes for improving the sector.  This census should be 
thorough enough to give a detailed picture of both our plant as well as animal 
genetic resources. 
At present, the only data being collected is production figures from registered 
commercial farmers.  These farmers are monitored viz-a-viz an extension service.  
No other work should as characterization studies or breed surveys are being 
carried out. 
 
The government policy statement on livestock production reads Government 
would facilitate local livestock development so as to become self sufficient in 
poultry meat, eggs and pork, with due consideration given to the promotion of 
other livestock types without compromising human health and the environment. 
The issues that are pertinent for livestock production at present are:- 
 

- Zoning of livestock production (away from residential, tourism and other 
delicate socio-economic activities); 

 
- To monitor and ensure healthy livestock production; 

 
- To enhance the capacity of the abattoir to handle the volume of livestock 

for slaughter; 
 

- Increase the capacity of the hatchery to meet the demand for day old 
broiler and layer chicks; 

 
- Endeavour to establish poultry parent stock for the provision of an 

adequate supply of layers and broilers hatching eggs to meet the expansion  
- of the industry; 

 
- To import and stock adequate cattle semen as well as live pure blood line 

pigs of selected and adapted breeds to produce progenies to meet the 
increased demand. 
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There are no specific progamme for conservation of local breeds.  For the major 
commercial breeds, so far, government has been the sole importer of genetic 
material and through the Pig Genetic Center and the hatchery is able to control 
the introduction of new breeds. Crosses of these breeds are released for 
commercialization. 

 
There is no terrestrial conservation zone for animals.  There are however several 
reserves for plants as well as marine reserves for marine animal life. 

 
The programmes which follow the policy statement do not emphasize 
conservation of traditional breeds.  The major focus is commercial production 
based on breeds imported from abroad and adapted to the local climate/ 
environment. 

 
1.3  The State of Utilization and Conservation of AnGR 
 

Conservation – in-situ  
 

Private homes are involved in keeping traditional breeds and exotic breeds 
as pets but no statistical data is available to give information on types of 
breeds and numbers. 

 
There are no research stations specifically working on research in AnGR.  
The limited work that is done on assessing production factors is carried 
out at the Farmer’s Training Center or with private farmers. 

 
Ex-situ Conservation 

 
No conservation exists through preservation of semen, embryo or oocytes 
at the moment.  At various points in time, in 1972 and again in 1991 
facilities were available for holding semen but this was only part of an 
artificial insemination (AI) programme. 

 
There is no work presently undertaken or are there any immediate plans to 
undertake any work in cryo-conservation.    

 
Tissue/ DNA technology was never introduced to Seychelles.  Government has 
never considered such ex-situ conservation techniques for animals however, 
there has been some discussions about a tissue-culture project for plants. 
 
Breed Improvement Strategies 
 

i. Selection   
 

There is no formal selection programme however, farmers and 
livestock keepers will tend to select better performing animals for 
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breeding.  At the Farmers’ Training Center, trainees are introduced to 
this practice and carry out some practical work in this area. 

 
ii. Systematic Crossbreeding  

 
This is carried out at the National Pig Genetic Center to provide an F1 
hybrid to breeders that will produce piglets for fattening. These piglets 
have characteristics dictated by the market.  Seychellois consumers 
prefer pork with little back fat and a lean meat. 
No systematic crossbreeding is done in poultry or cattle. 

 
iii. Crossbreeding at random  

 
This does not take place on any of the licensed farms.  However, it may 
occur among small holders.  This practice is not promoted by the 
Ministry responsible for agriculture. 

 
iv. Development of new breeds 
 

No work is presently being done in this area.  Old records show that 
there was a breeding policy for cattle in the 1950s which concentrated 
on building up a dairy strain by crossing Sindhi and  Frie Sian breeds, 
that were distributed among stock owners and scrub bulls were 
castrated.  
Government is presently considering a project to upgrade the cattle 
breeds on La Digue island.  These animals are used to draw ox-carts 
that transport tourists around the island. 
There are no present plans for development of new breeds of livestock 
in Seychelles. 
 

Stakeholders involvement in utilization and conservation of ANGR 
 

i. Government 
 

Government monitors and controls to a large extent the introduction 
and development of new breeds not only by direct importation for 
government projects and programmes, but also as a requirement that 
importation of any live animal or semen requires an animal import 
permit issued by the National Veterinary Services. 
The livestock Section also operates a Pig Genetic Center and a Cattle 
Genetic Center from where approved breeds are sold to farmers. 

 
ii. Research/ Training 
 

There is no research programme for utilization and conservation of 
ANGR.   The only training institution on the island is The Farmers’ 
Training Center.  And trainees sometimes carry out small research 
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trials as part of their course requirements.  They also carry out limited 
selection in goat breeds – all of which are creoles or mixed breeds. 

 
iii. Breeder Associations  
 

There are no breeder associations registered in the Seychelles nor is 
one envisaged for the near or immediate future. 

 
iv. Private Sector 
 

The very limited degree of conservation of traditional breeds which 
occurs in the islands is really in the hands of private individuals and 
not necessarily the commercial producers. 

 
v. NGOs 
 

The only NGO that could possibly consider the utilization and 
conservation of AnGR and whose members are probably involved to 
some small extent is the Seychelles Farmers’ Association whose 
members are primarily livestock farmers. 

 
1.4 Limitations in the Use, Conservation and Improvement of AnGR 
 

• There are no records of AnGR that exists on the islands and thus 
lack of information is a major gap. 

 
• More than 90% of all meat consumed is produced by commercial 

farmers who are quite satisfied with imported breeds and will not 
consider the use of local breeds in the present situation. 

 
• The use of imported breeds and the use of imported inputs into 

the production system, makes the end – product very expensive 
for the average consumer. 

 
• There is no qualified human resources and no available physical 

infrastructure for breeding or conservation research work in the 
Seychelles at present. 

 
• Possibly the most limiting factor to better management of AnGR 

is the fact that it is not presently a government priority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 15



PART 2 
 

CHANGING DEMANDS ON LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION AND 
IMPLICATIONS FOR NATIONAL POLICIES STRATEGIES AND 

PROGRAMMES RELATED TO AnGR 
 
The use of meat and meat products were traditionally limited to Sundays, 
holidays and special occasions.  The major protein source had always been fish 
however, the demand for meat and meat products has been increasing drastically 
within the last decade.  The reasons are varied and includes: 

• Better socio-economic status 
• Change of taste in the younger generation 
• Availability 
• Affordability 
• Globalization of cuisine and increased popularity of fast foods 

 
Government’s response to this increased demand is to encourage modern hi-tech 
production units using imported breeds and imported inputs and supplemented 
by imports of fresh meat. 
Traditionally, almost every home kept one or two pigs and a few dozen free range 
chickens of creole breed.  The traditional pig is a local black.  They generally have 
an elongated body and a long pointed head.  They produce few piglets per litter 
about 4 – 6. The adult is relatively small (30 kg) and heat tolerant.  It will put on 
fat even on a poor diet. 
 
The local fowls/ poultry are characterized by their bare necks and plumage on the 
shuckles. They are relatively small (1.00 – 1.20 kg) and possess very little fat.  
They are good foragers and will produce on average, in the local free range 
environment, about 80 – 90 eggs per annum. 
 
No policies or programmes for conservation of traditional varieties were ever 
established.  Home owners and other individuals who keep these breeds for 
leisure have also been importing exotic breeds to replace the old traditional ones. 
With the introduction of modern housing/ residential areas with the associated 
public health and environmental pollution concerns, the population of traditional 
breeds has dwindled dramatically. 
 
The plans for the future, in terms of livestock production are as follows: 

i. Zoning of livestock production to specific agricultural areas; 
ii. Monitor and ensure healthy livestock production; 
iii. Enhance the capacity of the abattoir to handle an increased volume of 

livestock; 
iv. Increase the capacity of the hatchery to meet the demand for day old 

layers and broiler chicks; 
v. Endeavour to establish a poultry parent stock for the provision of an 

adequate supply of layers and broiler hatching eggs to meet the 
expansion of the industry; 

 16



vi. To import and stock adequate cattle semen as well as live, pure blood-
line pigs of selected and adopted breeds to produce progenies to meet 
the increased demand. 

 
Having said this, it is important to note that animals considered native or 
endemic to our environment are subject to intense conservation programmes 
managed by the Department of Environment. 
 
The Giant Land Tortoise which is a rare delicacy is conserved on Aldabra – a 
World Heritage Site that is managed by the Seychelles Islands Foundation.  There 
is also a national registration programme where all animals on the islands are 
registered and recorded. 
 
The fruit bat is a highly sought after delicacy and served in hotels and small 
restaurants.  These are also protected. 
 
Concessions and other Government support mechanisms  
 
The policy paper on livestock production aims to further encourage economic 
growth in the livestock sub-sector to attain 100% production of pork and eggs, as 
well as to valorize other livestock types (e.g. small ruminants) without 
compromising human health and the environment. 
 
The Seychelles Government is primarily concerned with environmental pollution.  
This concern would be the biggest constraint for increased livestock production 
on the islands and has been the major reason for containing pig production to 
60% of total consumption so far.   
However, in an attempt to subsidize livestock farmers and offer a more affordable 
product to the consumer, government offers a series of tax concessions on farm 
vehicles and equipment, as well as social security benefits to employees of the 
sector and business tax exemption. 
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PART 3 
 

BUILDING CAPACITY IN AnGR TO IMPLEMENT THE COUNTRY 
REPORT AND FOLLOW UP ACTIONS 

 
 
The Livestock Production Sector in Seychelles is small and thus manageable.  The 
licenses, permits, regulations and legislation that is already in place allows for 
efficient networking among stakeholders.  Commercial livestock farmers are able 
to make good returns on their investment.  However, the survival/ sustainability 
of the industry depend upon:- 

• Regular imports of eggs for hatching or blood lines for breeding; 
• Availability of high quality concentrate feed and proper storage facilities; 
• Investment in and maintenance of hi-tech equipment/ machinery. 
 

The threats are therefore related to the availability of foreign exchange to import 
these inputs and the availability of the input by the supplier. 
 
Infrastructural requirements  
 
There is an existing hatchery, animal feed processing plant and abattoir.  These 
facilities were designed and constructed at a time when the livestock production 
sector was much smaller.  There is now an urgent need to upgrade and expand 
these facilities to cope with increased production. 
 
Laboratory support 
 
The Ministry responsible has almost no laboratory support to routinely check 
feed quality of for diagnostic work in animal health areas.  There is also an 
immediate need for laboratory equipment and training for laboratory staff in 
order to properly monitor the livestock sector and make timely recommendations 
and/ or decisions.  
 
HRD 
 
Only one staff member who carry out field extension holds a university degree.  
There is need to upgrade the staff of this section.  Over the years, limited research 
has been carried out.  Some work on selection and breeding of cattle was done in 
the 1970s and some work on selection of suitable pasture grasses and legumes. 
There is no formal annual Livestock Research Programme.  However, some on-
going trials include:- 

• Comparison of performance of 3 varieties of elephant grass; 
• Determination of the feed conversion efficiency and the profitability of 

fattening a batch of pigs. 
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No research work is being done on animal genetics.  For long term sustainability 
of animal production there is an urgent need for inventory of existing AnGR and 
following that, selection of potential breeds. 
Assistance will be required to carry out a proper inventory/ census to include 
proper characterization/ description of the various breeds of the different species.  
There is presently no national capacity to implement such a study/ census and 
training is required in this area. 
 
There is also no national capacity at present to formulate breeding and selection 
programmes using indigenous breeds and implement such programmes.  There is 
need to upgrade staff with this knowledge and these skills. 
 
The Livestock Section of the Department of Natural Resources is the only 
government office that deals with livestock Research and Extension.  The 
Extension Service is offered solely to registered commercial producers.  Data 
collected from these farms include major aspects of production:- 

- Average live weight at slaughter;  
- Average carcass weight;  
- Age of birds at slaughter;  
- Mortality rate; 
- Disease occurrence;  
- Import figures from importers.  

 
Similar production figures are requested from pork producers. 
 
There are several pieces of legislation that exist and is enforced by the livestock 
section of the ministry responsible.  These include 
-  Pig Production (Control) Act (1985);   
-  Licenses and Poultry Keepers regulations Act (1987); 
-  Animals (Diseases and Imports) Act 1981 revised 1991; 
-   Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1902 revised 1991. 
 
During an FAO/TCP in 2001 entitled Management and Conservation of 
Agricultural Germplasm draft legislation was prepared for Conservation 
Utilization and Access to Plant Genetic Resources. 
Following this, government has gone one step further and is now developing a 
framework access to genetic resources regime for the Seychelles to include 
animal genetic resources.  Initial work is being assisted by representatives of 
ICIPE, IPGRI and FAO. 
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PART 4 
 

NATIONAL PRIORITIES FOR CONSERVATION AND UTILIZATION 
OF AnGR 

 
 
The national priorities for the conservation of AnGR are directed towards native 
and endemic AnGR which are species not necessarily important to the livestock 
sector.  They include many marine animals as well as the Giant Land Tortoise and 
the fruit bat or flying fox. 
These conservation programmes are formulated and implemented by the 
Department of Environment which together with Department of Natural 
Resources falls under the same umbrella Ministry.   
There are no endemic farm livestock species in Seychelles.  There is no formal 
programme for conservation of traditional creole breeds.  The only local NGO for 
livestock concerns is The Seychelles Farmer’s Association and this group has no 
programme for conservation of creole breeds. 
Government priorities at the moment are to continue with the importation of 
eggs of Cobb 500 and/ or Ross 300 from Holland for hatching and distribution to 
broilers farmers.  Similarly, for egg production, government will continue to 
import the breeds Nera, Hissex Brown and Bovan White Leghorn. 
For pork production, government will continue the breeding programme at the 
National Pig Genetic Center to produce F1 sows for distribution to licensed 
breeders for piglet production and fattening.  Government will continue to insist 
that all producers take their animals to the abattoir for slaughtering and 
inspection by health officials.  
 
With improved infrastructural facilities and improved methods to deal with 
slurry disposal, government is willing to consider self sufficiently (100% local 
production) of pork.  
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PART 5  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN 
THE FIELD OF FARM ANIMAL BIODIVERSITY 

 
There is presently no on-going co-operation with any international body in the 
area of AnGR.  International co-operation is restricted to the domain of animal 
health and disease control. 
 
The Seychelles strength in AnGR is in conservation of species that are endemic/ 
native.  These include many (non-food) bird species as well as the Giant Land 
Tortoise, the fruit bat and numerous marine animals including sea turtles, none 
of which are considered as farm animals. 
 
For further co-operation development, the Seychelles will need to identify what is 
available locally and through national discussions, agree on a policy for AnGR 
development. 
 
Only with a clearly defined policy on AnGR can government then request the 
assistance and cooperation of the international forum in implementing specific 
programmes.  Such a policy will also discuss and decide on accession to 
international conventions and treaties as well as a defined human resource 
development programme. 
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