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Priority areas FAO Lesotho 

Country Programming Framework 2013– 

2018 

 Sustainable food and nutrition security 

 Enabling environment for sustainable 

agri-business 

 Sustainable management of natural 

resources 

 Strengthen capacity for better 

agricultural service delivery 
Young boys threshing maize in Leribe 

Welcome to the first issue! 

Welcome to the first issue of the FAO Lesotho, 

quarterly newsletter.  It aims to inform and update 

you on all things  that are happening inside FAO 

Lesotho.  

A bit of background 

The FAO Lesotho country office was established in 

1983, with Lesotho having joined the organization 

in 1966. A substantial portion of the assistance has 

been on the formulation & implementation of 

policies, programmes and projects aimed at 

improving agricultural output, natural resource 

management and food and nutrition security.   

More recently, important features of cooperation 

have included response to agricultural 

emergencies, climate change and promotion of 

sustainable land management practices and 

principles.  

Livelihood Recovery Package beneficiary  next to 
keyhole  
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 The five articles in this newsletter are a good     

reflection of what FAO does on a day to day basis 

in Lesotho. Our work spans from high policy and 

strategic level engagements to downstream 

initiatives with rural communities. The human 

interest stories shared in these articles show the 

importance of healthy natural resource base in 

improving and sustaining the livelihoods of the 

rural poor. Understanding the causes of hunger 

and malnutrition and identifying pathways out of 

that poverty/hunger trap is part of the policy 

engagement that FAO in collaboration with the

From the FAO Lesotho Representation 

broader UN family has been facilitating over the last few months. It is our firm believe that the 

outcome of this policy review process will deliver zero hunger for Lesotho by 2030. It is almost 

impossible to delink poverty and food insecurity in the rural areas with the degrading natural 

resource base. As evidenced from the human interest stories on this newsletter, successful efforts 

in reversing land degradation and improving land productivity has an immediate positive impacts 

on the livelihoods of the local communities. A large proportion of FAO projects in Lesotho are 

dealing with these sort of issues and success stories of this nature are very inspirational for the 

dedicated team of FAO field staff and partners.

Ability to detect and respond early to animal disease outbreaks is critical in protecting lives and 

safeguarding trade in animals and animal products. For instance wool and Mohair are the number 

one agriculture export commodities for Lesotho and a failure to control diseases can destroy that 

trade including the incomes and livelihoods that depend on it. Vaccination campaigns against 

disease of economic importance are therefore critical in protecting the livestock industry and the 

broader rural economy. FAO’s ability to respond to these emergencies wouldn’t have been 

possible without the support of humanitarian donors. More importantly, achievements presented 

in these articles are a result of the combined efforts of the beneficiaries, partners and the FAO 

team. Finding innovative ways of strengthening this partnership will double the achievements.

©FAO 

M. Nthimo, Assistant FAO Representative in Lesotho
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FAO Lesotho scoops first prize in Harare! 

The FAO SFS Multidisciplinary Team Meeting is an annual gathering of FAO management in 

Southern Africa. The 2018 annual meeting provided an opportunity to discuss and exchange 

information on the performance of FAO programmes in the sixteen countries that form the 

Southern African Subregion. The meeting provided a platform to discuss relevant 

organization-al changes, achievements, challenges and potential solutions for the improved 

delivery of FAO’s agenda and work plan. The meeting provided an opportunity to reinforce 

team cohesion for enhanced collaboration, joint planning, and mutual accountability. 

Country teams this year also participated in a competition, where each country was tasked 

with presenting project results, in a form of a pull-up banner poster. Lesotho’s poster was 

on “Emergency response to the El-Nino induced drought in Lesotho” , a programme which 

was implemented from 2016 to 2018 as a response to the El-Nino drought. The poster 

scooped the first prize, with a gold plate, with Zimbabwe coming in at second place and 

Eswatini taking third place.  

  

Mokitinyane Nthimo, Assistant FAO Representative in 
Lesotho with gold plate 
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David Mwesigwa, FAO Emergency and Resilience 
Coordinator   
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Capacity Training Workshop 
Enhanced capacity to prepare and manage animal diseases threats in Lesotho (GEMP) 

In an effort to strengthen Lesotho’s preparedness and response capacity to manage animal health 

threats, FAO organized a Good Emergency Management Practice (GEMP) workshop in 

Teyateyaneng, Lesotho from 14 to 17 August 2018.  

GEMP is a set of guiding principles on best practices for the management of disease outbreaks in 

emergencies. Developed by FAO, GEMP provides veterinary and related services with the 

knowledge and skills to effectively control, contain and prevent the spread of animal diseases 

through better preparedness, coordination and timely response. 

The four-day GEMP workshop was timely, considering that the challenge constraining animal 

production, access to markets, and trade opportunities in Lesotho, is the endemic presence of 

animal diseases such as anthrax, sheep scab and rabies. In addition, the country is under 

constant threat from transboundary animal diseases such as, highly pathogenic avian influenza 

and Rift Valley fever (RVF), which have affected its neighbour South Africa in the recent past. 

Control and management of these diseases are often affected by low national capacity and a 

weak or non-existent animal disease surveillance system.  

Filling the gaps 

The workshop highlighted the need for multi-sectoral coordination in addressing threats of public 

health origin. Participants shared their experiences in managing recent Anthrax outbreaks, and 

identified GEMP principles that needed to be implemented.  

Participants during GEMP training 

©FAO ©FAO

A participant receiving his certificate from Chief 
Veterinary Officer  
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GEMP Training 

These included incident coordination, timely access to funding, law enforcement loopholes in 

emergency management, compensation policy, and regional cooperation.  

A full-day tabletop simulation exercise on RVF led to the development of a zero draft RVF 

contingency plan. Participants assessed the country’s regulatory and institutional frameworks, 

preparedness and response plans, skills, and other capacities as required for emergency 

response. A country specific action plan using the GEMP approach to enhance preparedness for 

animal disease threats in Lesotho was also developed, and a task team was set up to follow up 

on the plan. 

The workshop gathered 26 participants from the veterinary  and public health services (national 

and district levels) and the Ministry of Health. It was facilitated by FAO team of experts from the 

sub regional and headquarters office, and graced by the active participation of the donor 

representative, Christine Jost. Christine thanked FAO for the opportunity to sit in on the FAO 

GEMP training. “It was great, and it was clear that the participants were very appreciative”, she 

concluded.  

GEMP participants 
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Vaccination campaign saves thousands of herds 

Maseru, Thaba-Putsoa. Livestock owners, herd 

boys, and their herds of livestock are 

streaming in, slowly but surely in Thaba-

Putsoa at the village of Ha-Rapokoloana, 

situated in Maseru District. Today, they have 

come to vaccinate their livestock. Mr Neo Liau 

(71), has a herd of 125 sheep and 20 cows, 

and he is delighted that the vaccination 

injection for his livestock is free.  ©FAO 

 Neo Liau and his heard of sheep  

“I am happy that today FAO and the government have come to vaccinate our animals, as they will be 

protected from many diseases” he exclaims.  

Indeed the vaccination of livestock is a crucial health intervention, not only for animals but also 

ensures that human beings are protected from contagious diseases such as anthrax, which can spread 

from animal to human and from animal to animal. Dr Matlali, a Veterinary Officer from MAFS further 

narrates the importance: “When exporting livestock and/or livestock products such as wool, the 

exporting country has to be declared free from any type of livestock diseases, so vaccinating is 

critical for safeguarding Lesotho’s international trade in animal products, an important element of 

protecting and improving the national economy”, she explains. The livestock sector in Lesotho 

provides income and employment for producers such as Mr Liau, and others working in, sometimes 

complex value chains. A herd boy has been hired, who takes care of the herd of sheep. Mr Liau, sells 

one sheep for nothing less than $100 and on average, in a month up to 3 sheep are sold. This has 

enabled him to put all his 6 children through high school, he has also recently completed a two 

roomed house in a nearby village.  

Throughout the vaccination campaigns, FAO has provided logistical support (transport and 

subsistence) to the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS), through the funding of The 

United States Development Agency (USAID). This is testament that when we all work together, great 

things can be achieved.  
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Community members construct fire belt to protect vegetation 

The food and agricultural organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the Government of Lesotho 

have rolled out a project “Strengthening capacity for climate change adaptation through support to 

Integrated Watershed Management.” The project started in November 2015 and is expected to end 

in October 2019.  

The overall development goal of the project is to contribute to the reduction of risks associated 

with climate change and variability among smallholder and subsistence farmers, by rehabilitating 

degraded lands, arresting soil erosion and improving agricultural productivity.   

On Thursday, 17 August 2018, the construction of fire belts in Mafeteng district- Hapatsa 

commenced, the fire belts will assist in protecting the rangeland from wild fires, acting as a barrier 

between homesteads and the rangeland, particularly during dry months of the year when 

rangelands are susceptible to wild fires. It also acts as a form of control during heavy rains, the fire 

belt controls the amount of water that could run-off into homesteads in the area.  This initiative is 

a sustainable land management practice which will control soil erosion, encourage vegetative 

cover, and reduce run-off due to heavy rains.  

Community members of Hapatsa are actively involved in the construction of the 250m fire belt 

using stones. In early July, The Ministry of Forestry and Land Reclamation provided participating 

community members with training on how to construct the fire belts, the training also emphasised 

the importance of protecting vegetation in the village.  

Mr Jimmy Matsoso, 67, is a community member and is overjoyed about the new development in his 

community: “the fire belt will assist us in cases of emergency fires, it will stop fire from crossing to 

the other side to burn grass that we use to feed our animals.” 

The maintenance of the fire belt is paramount, every month after completion of the fire belt 

community members have agreed to take turns in cutting down new thatch or weeds that may grow 

in between fire belt stones.  

Community memcon-structing fire belts
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Wetland protection in Mafeteng District 

Mafeteng District, Ha-Patsa. Birds are singing and chirping, and others are either taking off into 

the fresh air, or landing in their nests. This is evidence that there is life in the wetland of Hapatsa, 

a beautiful village in Mafeteng District. The rehabilitation of this wetland started two years ago 

with FAO joining hands with the Ministry of Forestry, through the support of The Global 

Environment Facility (GEF). The project under which this support was provided is aimed at 

strengthening capacity for climate change adaptation through support to integrated watershed 

management programme. The restoration of this fragile wetland ecosystem is a clear sign that the 

project is progressively achieving one of its core objectives, which is to realize sustainable land 

and water management practices throughout the project area.  

Tholoana Masupha, an Officer from the Ministry of Forestry, Range and Soil Conservation is 

impressed at the progress made: “We first realized that something needed to be done, when we 

saw that there were certain water plant species that were thriving in this area, we also often saw 

animals drinking water here, indicating to us that this was a wetland that needed to be protected, 

from the very start of the project, this community has worked collaboratively with FAO and the 

Ministry of Forestry.”  

©FAO 

The rehabilitated wetland in Mafeteng district 



9 

Wetland protection in Mafeteng District 

The community was capacitated to take care of the rangeland through trainings on management 

of natural resources which included pasture resting and protection of wetlands. As a result of 

this training and associated facilitation processes the community has formed and registered a 

grazing association that oversees the management of this wetland including the surrounding 

rangeland resources. It convenes on a monthly basis to assess progress and challenges relating 

to the management of this communal resource. Community members are indeed seeing the 

benefits of a healthy, protected wetland.  

Mampho Mokhethi, a resident of Hapatsa, and a mother of two, is one of many who have reaped 

the rewards: “I have really learnt a lot from the grazing scheme, I know the importance of 

taking care of the wetland, I have been able to roof my house, using the thatch I got from the 

wetland when it was harvested”. The grass of the wetland is lush green, indicating animals will 

be well fed and Mampho asserts: “I currently own one cow, seven sheep and one donkey, of 

which I feed with the grass from the wetland, I no longer spend money on animal feeds”. Indeed 

benefits are plenty when we all work together to achieve common goals!   

Mampho Mokhethi Association members  gathering
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Celebrating World Food day– 16 October 2018 

What YOU can do to help achieve #ZEROHUNGER  

Wasting less, eating better and adopting a sustainable lifestyle are key to building a world free of 
hunger. The choices we make today are vital for a secure future of food. Here’s a list of simple 
ac-tions to help you make #ZeroHunger a way of life, to help re-connect to food and what it 
stands for. 

LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS 

If you have leftovers, freeze them, or use them as an ingredient in another meal. When you eat 
at a restaurant, ask for half portion if you're not feeling too hunger , or take your leftovers home.  

ADOPT A MORE HEALTHY AND SUSTAINABLE DIET 

Life is fast-paced and trying to fit in preparing healthy and nutritious meals can be a challenge if 
you don’t know how. Healthy meals don’t have to be elaborate. In reality, healthy food can be 
cooked in a quick and easy way while using only a few ingredients. Share your quick healthy 
recipes with your family, friends colleagues and online. Follow sustainable food bloggers online 
to learn new recipes or talk to your local farmer to see how they cook their produce at home. 
CONTACT: 

Mokitinyane Nthimo 

Mokitinyane.Nthimo@fao.org 

Assistant FAO Representative

Reitumetse Russelll 

Reitumetse.Russell@fao.org 

National Communications Officer 
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