
Now is the time to turn
political climate commitments

into results on the ground

REDD+ actions
overview   



REDD+ implementations
at landscape level
The Paris Agreement provides a landmark global commitment to 
tackle one of the biggest challenges of our time: to keep global 
average temperature below 2 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels.

Country commitments are reflected in their Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs). REDD+ appears in many of 
them as a prominent component of the fight against climate 
change. Indeed, mitigation actions in land use, land-use change 
and forestry are referenced in 83 percent of all countries’ NDCs. 

To achieve the ambitious goal of net-zero emissions by 2050, 
countries now need to turn the political commitments reflected in 
their NDCs into actions.

Institutionalizing and mainstreaming REDD+ into national climate 
change national plans is key to achieve this goal.

Countries pursuing REDD+ follow a phased, step-wise approach 
agreed upon at the Conferences of the Parties of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
moving from readiness, to implementation, to results.

Figure 1. REDD+ Enabling Environment Governance (including policy and legal framework, tenure), stakeholder engagement (including indigenous peoples and women)

• reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by slowing, 
halting and reversing forest loss and degradation; and 

• increase removals of GHGs from the earth’s atmosphere 
by enhancing, managing and conserving forest carbon 
stocks.
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Throughout the last decade, countries have made significant 
progress in the readiness phase of REDD+, including on forest 
monitoring, forest reference levels, REDD+ safeguards and
governance. Many countries are now ready to start implementing 
REDD+ by putting in practice mitigation actions defined in their 
REDD+ strategies and action plans, as well as by monitoring,
measuring and reporting the results of these actions.

These mitigation actions (or policies and measures in UNFCCC 
language) aim to: 

Forests for climate
Forests play a fundamental role in climate change mitigation by 
removing carbon dioxide (CO2) from the atmosphere and storing 
it in biomass and soils. When forests are degraded or converted 
into other land uses, stored CO2 is released, and forests become a 
source of GHG emissions. 
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FAO’s comprehensive spectrum of
expertise can help to achieve emissions
reductions across all land use sectors.

FAO’s support
Building on its broad expertise in agriculture and forestry, and 
specifically on sustainable forest and land management, FAO 
assists developing countries in designing and implementing their 
REDD+ strategies, action plans and investment plans. 

FAO works with countries to strengthen capacities, develop and 
transfer cutting-edge knowledge, support access to climate
finance, and facilitate multistakeholder processes and
south-south cooperation.

This support is guided by the recognition of: 

• national ownership and country leadership in the REDD+ 
process;

• the wider context of land use, sustainable development 
and NDCs;

• the need to address direct and underlying drivers of 
deforestation and forest degradation;

Figure 2. FAO’s support to REDD+ implementation

Agriculture and forests as potential allies 
against climate change

Although agriculture remains a driving force of defor-
estation in the tropics, win-win situations are possible: 
20 developing countries in the tropics have shown the               
potential for transformational change at landscape             
level, in which food security is improved without forest 
loss (State of the World’s Forests, 2016)

• the importance of integrated landscape approaches that 
balance all land uses;

• sustainable forest management as a framework for 
mitigation actions in the forest sector;

• the need to build on existing experiences and knowledge 
through a step-wise approach;

• the critical role of all national stakeholders, particularly 
indigenous peoples and local communities, and private 
sector actors, including smallholders;

• the commitment to gender equality and gender-respon-
sive actions;

• the need to inform decision-making in REDD+ implemen-
tation through National Forest Monitoring Systems and 
Safeguards Information Systems.

It is estimated that globally, forestry, agriculture and other land 
uses account for up 25 percent of global anthropogenic GHG 
emissions, particularly due to deforestation. Undertaking actions 
to halt forest loss is a relatively cost-effective, high-impact
approach to reducing global GHG emissions, and has the potential 
to generate important co-benefits, such as adaptation to climate 
change, food security and economic growth. By early 2018, four 
countries (Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Malaysia) had submitted 
results of REDD+ implementation to UNFCCC, equivalent to
approximately six gigatonnes CO2. Many other countries,
supported by FAO, are implementing national REDD+ strategies. 
By doing so, they are also contributing to other global
commitments such as the Sustainable Development Goals, the 
Aichi Targets, the Sendai Framework and the Bonn Challenge.
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Examples of country support

Chile
Linking efforts on climate change, desertification and biodiversity 
Chile has developed a National Strategy on Climate Change 
and Vegetal Resources to implement its international com-
mitments related to climate change, desertification and bio-
diversity. In the framework of this strategy, FAO is supporting 
the analysis of potential actions for restoring forest lands af-
fected by fires (Araucania region) and by beavers (Magallanes 
region), in order to assess benefits in terms of carbon and 
other socio-economic and environmental benefits. In the 
Araucania region, the assessment is being undertaken with 
Mapuche indigenous communities, which will also be actively 
engaged in implementing the selected restoration actions.

The Congo
Alternative livelihoods to reduce pressure on forests
Forestry and forest loss is one of the largest sources of 
emissions in Congo, yet trees are also intricately linked to the 
livelihood strategies of much of the population. In the frame-
work of Congo’s NDCs and its REDD+ investment plan, FAO is 
supporting an assessment of agroforestry and climate-smart 
agriculture options to reduce pressure on forests in defor-
estation hotspots and reduce forest degradation by providing 
sustainable sources of fuelwood, as well as to enhance the 
resilience of rural populations.

Viet Nam 
Advancing REDD+ at the provincial level
FAO has supported the Government of Viet Nam to develop 
five provincial REDD+ action plans and initiate implementa-
tion. Technical assistance has strengthened the capacities of 
smallholders, state-owned forest companies, and forest man-
agement boards to pursue sustainable forest management 
and certification, particularly for plantation forests. FAO has 
also assisted small and medium enterprises and smallholders 
to meet timber legality requirements.

For more information, please visit the
FAO REDD+ webpage: www.fao.org/redd
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