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»  The impacts of COVID-19 will be felt for a long time. For example, wholesale markets in all countries of the region
are still experiencing shortages and occasional price increases.

»  Today, wholesale markets have implemented processes — many of them introduced during the pandemic — to in-
novate ways of marketing their products. We can mention the use of digital applications and platforms for transac-
tions between producers and traders, and between these actors and the general public.

»  The high rate of informality in commercial transactions makes investment in the digital economy difficult. Most
traders point to the need to invest in transparency. Only through clear information on traded securities, accurate
classification of products (origin and certificates, among others) is it possible to plan and scale up investments for
the modernisation of wholesale markets.

»  The pandemic has increased the vulnerability of food-insecure households. To help reverse this situation, whole-
sale markets organised a system of surplus donations through food banks. On the one hand, these actions have
reduced food insecurity and, on the other, they show an essential path towards reducing losses. The challenge is
to structure food bank operations so that they become part of traders' practice.




























































